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LI F E 

o r 

f>ORD CLIVE, Baeon Plassey. 


B U T fo unlverfal was the diflike of the na- 
tives and EngU(h to his lordfliip, and fo un* 
conc^uerable was theavcrfion oflbme of them, 
that there are feveral inftances of both white and 
black women in Bengal, who rejefted his offers 
with difdam, and expofcd him to the ridicule of 
the world, inflead of becoming profbtures to his 
wealth and power. 

The following anecdotes will evince this verity. 
When lord Clue went up the country to fettle 
matters with Sujah a! Dowlah and other Indian 

powers ; doftor his lordfhip’s ph3dician, 

and pimp in ordinary, has his conimiffion enlar- 
ged to fuperintend his patron*s plcafures during his 
progrc&. Lord Clive having feen by chance a 

beautiful 
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beaviufxA bUck girl, raiftrcfs to doftor Knight, a 
phy(iclawn'''ihe company’s fcrvice, wasftruck wit}| 
lier be^Ttchmg charms, and tlrought her fituation 
irr Vife w as a favourable omen for his dcfircs. Doftor 

received clireftions, in confequence of this 

difcovcry, to employ all the arts of negociation, 
and to exert all the Kill he had fheun in this in- 
£;\Dnov 5 s department, tohavea conference, v.ith the 
black obje6t of lord Clive’s amours and impatient 
dcfites. The expert mercury, proud of this crufty 
office, took the firff opportunity, which the al> 
fence of his brother in the elculapian myfterics 
gave Min, to found the heart of the artlefsgirJ In 

cafe of compliance was dircflicd^to deffre 

Jier to mention her own terms. But the generous 
faithful girl, who fmcerely loved her friend and 
bencfadlor, rejected the dolor’s offers, tempting as 
they were, ma manner that ^’ould reflect honour 
on a woman fentimcmal and civilized j and after- 
vatds rctealed to the man fiie unfeignedly loved, 
doftor — — — ’s commifiion and charafter. This 
officnl conduct of T>r. ———might hate flopped 
him in hi^ carreer, hid he not left his mader ro 
fluff for himfclf on the occafion Mr. Knight 
though low m the fcrvice, was a man eflccmed and 
beloscd, ard fliewcd on this occafion a proper 
fplrlt and rcffntmdnt. He declared to Mr, 

that if ever he prefumed to pay a fccond 

vifit to his apartments on the fame errand, he 
would cane him according to his deferts, not as 
a brother doctor, but m his capacity as a 
aad .a vile ffduccr ; and that ifhts lordfhip was to 
come himfelf in perfon, to offer, him an infuli fo 
repugnant to lus honour, he would treat him as 

hU 
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Ms contemptible agent. Lard CUve, arbitrary as^ 
he was, fulpended -in his executive pow- 

ers, and did not think proper to renew this peri- 
lous attack. 

Lord CUve on his return to Calcutta renewed 

the commiffion of Mr. — recommending to 

his honourable agent to look for fome belle whom 
they might approach with fafety, from the refent- 
meftt oi ^ fufpicious lover. Accord,in^ly, Mrs. 

was the object of Mr., — ^inquiries, 

and of the choice of his noble patron. This amia- 
ble lady was at the age offixteen, widow of a cap- 
tain lieutenant of artillery in the fervice of the 
company? her youth, her charms, and her virtue, 
fliould have infpired no other fentiments in a li- 
beral breaft, but generoiity, true love, and ref- 
pect. Her fituation and circumllances made Mr« 
—'confident of fuccefs, and “he thought he 
fhould foon triumph at her fcruples and delicacy, 

as Mrs< — — had no other connection La the 

fettlcment than a mother in years, who could 
fcarcely protect her under the fame roof, and her 
income was almoft confined to the penfion of wi- 
dows, according to the rank of their hufbands in 
the fervice. This lady linglcd out for difgrace 
and infamy, was honoured unexpectedly with com-' 
plimentary cards of invitation from lord Cli\e at 
all balls and concerts, public or private. She did 
not at firft miftruft this attention, nor even the 
oblequious attention 'of doctor — ■ ■ - - till Ihe 
was invited in the nioft tender, though rcfpectful 
expreffions to a private ball at his lordlhip’s houfe. 
She thought his ftation and his civility could not 
permit her to refofe to comply with this new mack 

of 
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df attention, and in the courfc of the dance:, Df. 

—wbKpcred to her that he had ibmcihing 

particular to fay to her, and led her to a remote 
corner of the room vs’jhtrewvth an effrontery equal 
to his depravity, he told her that lord Clive had 
defired him to <hc\v her a great curiofity, which 
nasinhis lordllup's bedchamber, and was taking 
her by the hand in order to conduct her to the 
place defigned for her diflionourj when rccov’cring 
from her furprhe, and the filcnt indignation this 
infult had created in her mind, ftic upbraided the 
doctor for his injurious credulity, and ftiewcd the 
contempt fhe had for his lordflup and his pimp, 
by calling for her palankeen and walking inflantly 
out of the room ; Ihe never afterwards entered the 
houfe of lord Clive, nor would be feen ip his com» 
pany, or that of his unfuccefsful agent, who from 
that lime acted with more caution and lefs impu- 
dence. 

I am happy that I have it in my power to con- 
vince my readers, above contradiction of the in- 
formation I had received in refpcct to the troops 
under major Carnac. .They thought their gene- 
ral had received from the board at Calcutta dif- 
cretionary orders, as mentioned by me in page 
401, as will appear by the following letter. 

To major Carnac. March 12, 17&4. 

We obferve from your letters as well as ihofe 
from captain Jennings and captain Stables, the 
reafon that there is to fufpect that Sujah al Dowlah 
will either come himfelf or favour an invalion in- 
to Bahar. If thofc advices fhould prove to have 

founds- 
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fotitidstiiciil, v/e thinlc it will be more advifeable fa 
tarry the var into Sujah Dowlah's own country^ 
than to wait his entering the province. Immedi'- 
ately therefore, upon, fuch confirmation being le-* 
ceived^ if you think you can depend on the dii^ 
pofition and affeftion ot the troops ; we defirc 
you V ill march the army acrofs the CaramnalTa, 
and proceed to aft offenfively againft the enemy to 
the bed advantage. In the mean time, we fhall' 
hold a further reinforcement in readined, confid- 
ing of the detachment of the S4th regiment, the. 
marines of the fquadron and a party of the artil- 
lery, 'which will make in all about 200 men, with' 
two pieces of cannon to march and join you whene- 
Ter it fhall be judged necclTary.” 

In confequence of this' letter, major Carnac on 
the a3d of March ordered abridge to beccmftruc- 
ted over the Caratnnafia with the viev; of march- 
ing to attack the enemy. This rcfolutioti was drop- 
ped as fooil ss taken, and a fliamcful retreat W ’85 
the confequefice of this faint motion. 

1 have already taken notice of the major la tho 
impstuofity of Ids courage, marching to tncct the 
enemy, dnd to offer tlicm battle. It appears to 
have been in confcquence of iht following letter 
from the board. 

To Major Carnac. 24th March, <764, 

We have paid due re^rd to the reafons whicfi 
^<i'A wtg-? AW \v^A•t for VavItjo corAWibtd to 

* aft fo long upon the defenfive but we muft fay^ 

^ that thev do nbt'^axry the fame weight wdth us, ' 

' ’ C Wiil^ 
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“ WitK regard to the nabob he cannot poffibly 
cxpe^i* not can our whole army ever be allowed 
to remain in a ftate of inaftion merely to proteft 
bis pcifon , efpccially when it is confidered that this 
end may be as effeciually fecured by his returning 
into Patna, On \his (lep therefore he muft Jmme- 
diately determine, unlefs he Ihould rather refolve 
to accompany our army and take an equal chance 
with them in attacking the enemy ” 

When the major marched from Dynapporon the 
.tSth of April, he had with him two battalions of 
feapoys, befides his body guard, which confifted 
of a troop of black cavalry about too men, and a 
European troop ot about 50 men, under the com- 
mand of captain George Hay. f 

; The major marched in front as mentioned in 
page 405, but went much farther than ufual ; and 
when breakfaft was over, on the fecond day’s 
march, cards, the favourite amufement of the 
commander, when in the field, were introduced 
according to cuftom ; but they were foon inter- 
rupted by an advanced party of the enemy, who 
came to play another game. The major and his 
field officers on the alarm ran out of the tent, put- 
ting their cards in their pcckeis, that they might 
play the game out when they returned. The firft 
thing which prefented itfelf to the view of the ma- 
jocand hisofHccrs, was the enemy to the number 
of between three or four hundred driving our ca- 
Valry before them. It was a fortunate incident to 
the major and thoic of his guard, that the enemy 
left ofr their purfuit on feeing the feapoys betake 
themfelves to ihcir arms; for had they pulhed on, 
they mofV have cut 10 pieces or taken’ prifon- 
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ers the major and all his detachment, and gained a 
complete vlftory before they were joined by their 
companions, who were to the number of Jeveral 
thoufands a Utile way off* We had a few men kil- 
led and wounded, nor did the enemy get off Icot- 
free. We appeal to military men, who, we pre- 
fume will allow, that It is a duty highly incumbent 
on every general who commands an army, to be 
well informed of what pafles in the enemy’s campj 
for upon this greatly depends the fafety of an ar- 
my. What muff we think of, an Englifh com- 
mander who allows himfelf to be furpriftd by a 
black army, whofe manoeuvres arc as confplcuous 
as the fun at noon day. 

This is the firft information the major had of 
the enemy having croffed the Soan, w hich they did 
at Dosvdnagur, the place to which the major was 
in full march to oppofe them. U is veil known 
that all ftites whatever, who have armies in the 
field, chcarfully rcimburfe their general any ex- 
pence he may be at for good intelligence ; and it is 
allb well known to many officers who were under 
the command of major Carnac, that the expcnce 
the company were put to ar this very time for in- 
telligence, was great. Mr. Swinion iiho had charge 
of the harcarrahs, or fpics,* knows this to be a 
faft ; and a rctrol'ped view of the company’s books 
for thefe months of 
will prove it. 

Tho* the major feemed to laugh at tbeinglori- 
, -ous circurnftance of having being thus furprifed, 
yet his vanity was hurt, and he thought hi'^ honovw 
was concerned in retaliating this iniult • a fcheme 
V'as therefore la^d ip draw this advanced party of 
' the 



C s 1 

iVc snemy into a fnarc the next morning, and tale 
fatisfacti^ for the afTiont they had pi)t upon him, 
'Ihe cavalry under the command of capiaiii 
Hay, ttas early m the morning to beat up the 
crtTTiy’s quarters, a ftiam fight v. as to enfue, wh-n 
our people \\ere to retreat to a ctri?iQ tope \\heie 
a few company’s of feapoys were tube placed in 
pmbjfcade to recei^ e the enem> • j 

*1 he unexpected firing from the mu/hetry of 
our infantry, was ©f courfc to tnrov/ the enemy 
^nio confufian. Our cavalry who were to open 
to the right and left to make way for the fea poys, 
were then to charge tlie cnerp) upon their flanks, 
which was fuppofed they could do with great ad-* 
\amage. Agreeable to tins plan, captain Hay, 
with the cavniry went out early m the morning at- 
tacked the enemy, and as their nombersencreafed 
our people retreated to the tope where the fea- 
poys were fuppofed to be, but there were none 
found there to Aipport our cavalry , w hich obliged 
captain Hay, lieutenants Mair and E) res, and the 
other officers to exert »heir utmofl abilities, lo 
make good tbtir retreat , ^ hich they with lome 
di^culty did to the head quarters 
This entrapng feheme \/as plared early on the 
ctenmg beforf, and '/hen tKimjor had fufrcienr- 
ly amufed hirrfelfwith the gcpsral tnttriainmenc 
of the day, and was retiring to reft, tola th? 
fcapoy ofnc-r, that ro, no, h** \ ovild rot fend 
them, and imme Iptcly sfnr went to led, and ne- 
glected to inform captain May, of the caialry, 
that he h.;d hid afulc his khcn.c ’ 

In our foretd ma-ch to ihtna pa« c 406 %Ve 
rpvfl f«E" "> mention a circi.|fftancc v hirh 

mU 
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vnll flicw thcUttle regard and attention major Car-; 
nac paid to the officers and foldiers he had the ho^ 
pour command ; fome cofics, before he came 
to Meer Abrel’s gardens, he halted his ^'rmy at a 
tank, in the middle of a plain, where no tree frotri 
IhcUer from the burning heat of the fun was^to be 
found. The major with the greatcft indifference 
pitched his tent, and regaled himfcif and family 
with a cold eolation and fomething comfortable to 
drink, while officers hnd foldiers were left broilingin 
the fun, in .a moft fultry day, on the a5tH of April; 
pnd tho’ they could get pothing to cat, yet they 
could quench their thtrft, and wafh the duff: from 
their fweacy brows with the dirty water of the tank 
which was in a moment a thick from offenfive mud 
the number of animals of the human and brute 
fpecies going into it. , However, our halting.had 
this good effect with it, that the ^nemy who har- 
rafled our rear during all the march, imagined we 
intended to encamp here, retired ; no doubt 
much fatigued as ourfelves j v/e were therefore al- 
lowed CO proceed the reft of the march unmoleflcd. 
At the end of Puivvara-plain, there is a large tank 
with remarkable high banks; here the major once 
thought of taking poft; accordingly artillery offi- 
cers with all the bildars were fenc to cut and level 
the infide of the banks, to make a platform for our 
guns. This refolution lafttd but for a few hours, 
M e v.'cre then drawn up as already deferibed la page 
406. 

^ . We beg leave tr> take notice that when the ene- 
my began to retire from before our trenches, tho 
•third of May, pa^e 407. Major Stibberc marcli- 
out in putfuicof them with the troops of his poff, 

joined 
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tolned by captain Wildings battalion, and captaia 
?mUK with the boviy of rcferve, lieutenant NMcol, 
who had dlQodgcd the enemy from the MoU;ur, 
page 407, was afterwards rc-inforced with two 
companies of lca'po}s under the command of_ lieu- 
tenant Davidfon, and when major Stlbb^rt f® 
fpirltcd a manner formed the rcfolutlon of taking 
the enemy’s cannon, lieutenant Kicol and Datddfon, 
who were a good diftancc to bfs right looked upon 
two pieces of cannon, which were not a great w'ay 
before them as their prey. Thus when thefe troops 
were marching on with the greatefl eagcrnefs and 
refolution to pofiefs themfelvcs of the enemy’s can- 
non,' a pofitive order came from our commander 
in chief, major Carnac, to major Stibberr. to leave 
off the purfuit, and another in confeqoence wa^ 
fent to lieutenant Nicol to return ; we have only 
to obferve, that the troops were greatly chagrined 
at the orders of their general, their hopes 'ft ere 
dilappointed, thetr fpirits were deprefled, on being 
obliged to return from the purfuit of an enemy, 
who had infuhed them for fome time pall: ; they 
were thus prevented from making themfelvcs maf- 
ters of the enemy’s cannon, and taking fatisfactlon 
for their provocations, and giving them a com- 

* pleic over-throw for their temerity. ' 

We have already taken notice of the major’s 
lenaainlng upM’ards of a month in his trenches in- 
active, after the enemy had retired from him 
twelve OT fourteen cofs-, and that he decached ma- 

* Champion, page 407 laft paragraph. How 
far this inactivity and proceedings agreed ftith the 
fenfe of the govetnor and council at^Calcutta, v.iil 
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he bed known to my readers by giving a copy-o^^ 
iheir letter to Mm. ^ ' • ' • ’ 

To Major Carnac, li^th May 

** The mcafure of cioffing over the river -With 
part of the army and carrying the war into Siyah 
DoWlah’s country was only an alternative propofed 
on the fuppofirion that it would not be inyouif 
power to bring the enemy to aftion. This is far 
from being the cafe at prefent, the enemy having 
for fomc time pad kept our army in a manner in- 
vefted, and we would therefore by no means re- 
commend that meafure'now unfit, you have firit 
brought them to action on this fide 'and defeated 
them ; and then of <?Ourfe you are to purfue thent 
and profecute the rear in the mod advantageous 
manner. 

Wc have now repeatedly given you our opi- 
nion for attacking the enemy; but if you really 
think this meafure impracticable, we defire you 
will acquaint us folly with your reafons and what 
plan you would propofe for bringing the war to an 
ifiue. And we mud beg you will be very parti- 
cular in every circumftancc that we may be ena- 
bled to form a proper judgment and co-operate 
vith you to the utmoft of our power.” 

I am happy to find that the opinion offo refpec-' 
table a body of men as the authors of the above 
letter fiibuld coincide with my own as exprefled in 
page 408. j 

^ 1 am now come to the letter'whtch the major ^ 

receiving from the board, and which I call a pofi- 
uve order to attack the enemy j and Ihall leave it' 
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<0 t(i& determination of military men what the con-* 
fec^uence would haVe been to any general in Eu-* 
fope, ,to have difobeyed fuch an order. 

, To major Carnac, nth June, 1764^ 

‘ *' As we are determined to profecutd the wat‘ 
againlt Sujah Dowlah, and arc of opinion that the 
xains will not be any impediment to the opera- 
tions} but on the contrary, with regard to receiv- 
ing provifions and Ilorcs, rather a convenience 
from the advantage of the rivers. We hereby di- 
rect you do immediately put the army in motion, 
leaving the neceflary garnfons in Patna and Mon- 
ghier, and crofs the loan and purfue the enemy as 
Jar as the Ganges oppofite to Banarafs, endeavour- 
ing, if pofTible, to bring them to an action." 

The rcafoa that appear upon the face of the let- 
ter for attacking the enemy, is fo obvious that it re-, 
quires no expofition. 1 lhall therefore only enlarge 
upon the reafon in the letter for the fake of my 
readers, who are not acquainted with India J and 
can fpeak confidently from the local knowledge of 
my correfpondepts. 

Bengal is a remarkable fiat country and from the 
^ number of its rivers a great part of the country at 
one time, or otfisr of the rainy feafon, is entirely' 
overriowed i it is therefore evident that horfe can- 
not aft, and as two thirds of Sujah Dowlah’s army 
confifted of horfe, this made our army compara- 
tively fpeaklng, much ftronger, and wc had alfo 
this advantage of obliging them in a manner to 
fight upon an equalfootiog, from the country being 
divided by rivers' and fwamps, the fields for action 

tvero 
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^'ert cDnlraftcd fo, that we could draw theiri Inid 
that fituadoo where our front might extend as fa^' 
as theirs ; befides the advantage of our artillery be- 
ing better motintcd> \ve could _ march with ic,’ 
where the enemy would be ©bilged ^to leave their 
heavy, clumfy mounted cannon^ behind* 

. Thefe tcafons, weighty as, they, ar?, apd weli 
!^own to major Carnac, could not ttimuiarc him 
^0 action ; on the contrary,/ “ he,, ordered tho 
Bombay jdetachment to their cantonments the i ytH 
of June." . , . , , . , . 

The major’s orders to march and attack theene-’ 
^y, wdre conSrmed by the following letter. 

To Major Carnac; i4ihjunc,' 17^4; 

. •' We have received your letter of the 5th m- 
ftant, we think it abfolutclyvnecefiary to proceed 
againft Sujah al Dowlah without lofs of time, nor 
flop till we have convinced him that \ve are capa- 
ble of acting offen0vely as well as defenfivcly^ 
ocherwife \vc Ihall without doubt be liable to have 
theproVinre invaded whenever the ftate of .‘affairs 
in his own country will admit of his fuming hiS 
thoughts this way. . "We moft therefore (with thd 
exception hereafter mentioned) repeat, our. orders 
of the l uh inftant for the army’s croffing the Soaif 
without delay : and we have great teafon to believe 
that the plan therein laid down will be rendered 
more effcfliual by the attacks which it is probable 
Sujah al DowUh^wiU receive from Gaay Odeeif 
•khawD, the Jauts and the Marattas, who are reJ 
ported to be adlualJy on their march to invade his 
councrv, • 


D 
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** We always Viaye been of opinion, and fhatl 
eonunue to 'think that the force under your com- 
mand is quite fufficicnt to ofFenfivcly againlt 
Sujah Dowlah ; and yourfsU was of the fame opi- 
nion in your letter of iKc tyth of April, which was 
fome lime after the mutiny, and before you was 
joined by captain Wemyfie's detachment. \Ve 
muft alfo here repeat our fcniimcnis, that a fpldc 
'of mutiny is much more likely to break out in an 
army afling upon a defenfive, than an offcnfjye 
plan However, as you mention, that the princi- 
pal officers have all along agreed with you in the 
expediencies of ailing delenfively, wedefire you 
Mill now communicate our orders of the iitn of 
June, and this letter to the other held officers, the 
commandants of the king’s troops, of the Bombay 
detachment, and of the artillery and the three fe- 
nlor captains, which with your own, is In all nine 
^olces, vond let them give their opinions in writing 
Ycpcrately ? whether they think our plan praflica- 
ble with the force at prefent, under your command ? 
if not, what addition of troops will be requlfite, 
that we may do our utmoft to reinforce you accord- 
ingly. It IS abfolutely requilite for the reafons a- 
bovc-mentioned, to aft upon the ofrenfive. • 

“ Thcfe opinions, after taking a copy, you will 

pleafe to tranfmit immediately to , and if 

two-thirds of your opinions Ihoold concur, thatthe 
prefent force is infufficient for executing the plan 
propofed, we would not have the army advance 
further than the banks of the Soan, until the rein- 
forcement nirivc % and v/e defire you will in fuch** 
^cafe, caution major Champion not to advance fb 



far as to be compelled to engage ^\ith a force too 
fupenorio hisown,** . , y j 

' It was in confequcnce of this letter that the ma- 
jor ordered the army to hold themfclves in readi- 
nefs 10 march as mtneioned in the beginning, of 
page 409. ' ' ^ 

. This lad letter fhews the opinion the board at 
Calcutta cnteiiaincd of major Carnac’s'condnft and 
judgment'^ they were fcnfible of the contempt the 
company’s troops mud have been held under their 
timid and irrcfoiute commander, by Mijah al Dow- 
lah, who, as they had lorcfccn, conceived pro- 
je£ts of invafion into their territories, after the 
unfkilful marclies and countermarches of this in- 
glorious campaign. It was thought high time to 
appoint a number of officers to condiruie a coun- 
cil of war, on whofe opinion they might rely in fu- 
ture, in regard to miUtary operations, as they could 
not account for this defenfive procradmatim, 
which betrayed the fears and mifeonduft of mod 
of the field officers. 

Several perfons to whom we owe a particular re- 
gard and attention, having defired the edipr nf 
this work to inform them with the ground oa which 
two gentlemen, who lately appealed to the hoj^e 
of lords, for permifiion to have their caufe tried in 
the court of Common-pleas, and the commlffion ilV 
fued butincoiirequencc from the cou.t of Chancery, 
to examine witnclTes m India rehth- to the accu- 
fation of falfe imprifonment, zzd cd'*r 
^ \V»t appt;’i\aTin toTnpVmed £0 'tirs r^-eived 
,Mr. Vereld, when prefidenta-J g:verr.cr"cf “ 
putta r we infcrt here attceir reo-_e:t "a c cr 
■ five of the cafes of Mr. Jastej Njco! ih-- 

mas Davie, the plsiriifs lac JtT' “ ^ 
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fluU join tV.e cafe of the two injured Armenian?* 
>vho have lately applied for juftkc in England, and 
after having gained tlteircaufc, ateobliged to wait 
for the event of a new tryal. 

• Mr. James Nicol, formerly an officer of fingulat 
merit, in the fervice of the £aft India company, 
hfigned the fervice by permifHon of his fuperiors^ 
who accepted his rcfignation fome time in May 
,1766. ^ ' 

lie refided afterwards in different parts of Ben- 
gal, as a private merchant •, and in December 1766, 
went into the country of the nabob Sujah al Dow- 
lah, to fettle there as a merchant, and recover his 
debts 5 having firft received the particular permif- 
fion of that prince, ' who had contrafted a friend- 
ftiip for him’during his military fervice. 

' On the 27ih December 1766, colonel Richard 
Smith being arrived at Banaras, a city in the domi- 
nions of that Nabob, 600 miles from Calcutta, 
Xvhere Mr. NIcoi then was, he fent Mr. Nicol 3 
peremptory order by one lieutenant Dalafield to 
leave Banaras in twenty-four hours, on which Mr, 
Nicol wrote the following letter : 

y To colonel Richard Smith, 

• r 

■ "SIR, 

. " I am informtd by Mr, DalaBcId, that it is 
your intention I lhall not remain In this city. I beg 
leave, Pie, to reprefent to you, phat the teafon of 
liny coming up the country is to colleft in fomp 
pnoney wlneh 1 have ontatinteteft, anB n bicb witli- 
put my prcfcncc will not be paid. It will be a 
grc.it detriment to me. if I am prevented from fo 
doing,' and t ery likely prove the lofs of a greitt 
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part. ^ I pcrfuadf myfelf. Sir, it is not your ihtep? 
lion to prejudice me in the fmall fortune I have 
got during fcven years abode io India ; apd thap 
you will no: obftruft me in profecution of my 
plan, of which I have general Carnac’s tacit ap- 
probation. I have the honour to be, ‘ i 
•fSIR, . 

V Your moft obedient 

f* Banaras, aytb .** and moft bumble fervant, 

Dec. i 76(). fSigncd^ James Nicol,’’ 

On receipt of this, the colonel was gracioufly 
plcafed to indulge Mr. Nicol with a longer time, 
jind Cent paptain Gabriel Harper to acqaaint him, 
he might ftay forty*cJght hours longer ; but if he 
did not then go, force afterwards ^\ould be ufed, 

Mr. Nicol accordingly quitted Banaras, and 
jvcnc upon his bufinefs into other parts of the coun- 
try belonging to Sujah’al Dowlah t and patticu- 
Jarly to Fyfabad, where the Nabob refided, having 
repeatedly received permiflion, in letters from that 
prince^ to fettle there as a merchant. 

After being fome months fettled thpre, upon 
finding that Sif Robert Barber had received orders 
from Calcutta to feize and fend him down, Mr. 
Nicol waited upon the mabob at his palace at 
Fyfabad, who there fhewed him^ letter from go- 
vernor Vcrelft, informing the nabob, that My, 
Nicol Ixing no fervant of the company’s, muft be 
fent home to England, therefore deliring the na- 
lx)b would permit the company *s troops to rake 
him prifoncr. 

It is impofublc to deferibe the uneafinefs which 
^hls demand gave the nabob, ^^ho oblcrvcd to Mr. 

‘ ' * Nfcol, 
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Kicol, « that it mack Mm appei\r fmall and wnt 
fcmpciblc in the eyes of his fubjcfts, and ferved to 
weaken thtit allcoiance ” .Applications however 
pontinxied to be made with the greaicft imjjortu- 
rity'tothe nabob •, and 2t Uft, without his confenr, 
captain Hill fent two partiesof fcapoys to furrouncl 
a gentleman's houfe, m r hich Mr. Nicol rcficiccl. 
Mr. Nico), who knev^foch proceedings gave the 
nabob great uneifinefs, and forefavv they might 
bccafion ill ufage to himfeU, ftni to inform the 
nabob, that he was icfoWcd to go immediately to 
Sir UoDcrt Barker, who commanded the brigade, 
then atlllahabad. The nabob, as a proof of hIS 
confent to Mr. Nlcol’s refidmg at Fyfabad, and in 
t>rdcr, if pofTible, to wipe oflT the {lain which 
this proceeding had thrown on his government in 
the eyes of bis ruiyefls, immediately refoWed to 
*go himfeif to lllahibad, and endeavour to bbialrt 
leave from?ir Robert BaiUcrfor Mr. Nicol to re- 
-main in the dominions he appears to govern ; and 
he accordingly very publicly accompanied Mr. 
Nicol to Hlahabad, which is about ninety miles 
'from his oWn court. 

The nabob failed in his application ; and Sir 
Robert Barberacquiintcd Mr. Nicol, that having 
received an order from the governor and council of 
Calcutta for that purpofe, he fhould fend him down 
'thither within three days under a guard. 

Upon this the nabob v/rotc a letter, dated the 
,12th Match 1757, to governor Verclft. from 
which the following is an extraft : the affair of 
^captain Nicol b this; yhen he was ftationed with" 
me,”^ (in his nulltary capacity) I entertained an 
attacnmeiit to iiim, and wa? well fatisfied with his 

beha- 
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[y;lilViour. General Cariiac alfo 'recommended' 
him tn the ftrongell manner to me. He came td 
Gorrockpore to collet .money whicfi he had lent td 
Fazel Ally Khawn j , from thence he came io fee 
hie, and requefted a perwaonah for carrying on 
trade. Out of regard to general Carnac’s recom-; 
rpendation, and tor the fnertdOiip I formerly bore , 
him, I iflued an order permitting him to-trade, and 
I appointed a houfe for his rclidenre : at which 
time 1 received letters from you and colonel Sic 
Robert Barker^ acquainting me Mr. Ntcol is no 
fcrvanc of the company’s, nor have any orders 
been received from them for his ftaymg indiido- 
ifin, and that you fiiould fend him to Jkurope. 

'• “As there is no difference between us, and t 
never can deviate from vour order, but wift to o- 
bey the company in preference to any chiefs whate- 
ver, 1 went to colonel Barker at Ilbhabad, carry- 
ing captain Nicol with me, whom I gave up tof 
colonel Barker, and he is^now on his way to you> 
Out of regard to our fricndftiip, it is proper that,- 
for my fatlsfaction, you fuffer this gentleman to re- 
main two or three years in Calcutta, and grant 
him a licence for carrying on trade, that by means 
thereof he may acquire fome money, when he wili 
go to Europe. And without doubt, out of the' 
llrict friendihip between you and me, you v.ill art 
accordingly as I have written, and keep Him in 
Calcutta, becaufe I am highly pleafed ivith the 
goud fervice of this gentleman, and in doing th'S 
^ you will likcv/ife give fadsfaction tu gnneul 
Carnac.” 

■ Accordingly, on the igthof March lyCy, colo- 
nel Sir Robert Barker fcni a party cf bapoy^ to 
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Jei2e Mr. NicM, who being lb feized, was piit Tti* 
to a boat, and, notwithftanding all his remon^ 
ftrances, and reprcfentaiions that his fortune and 
effects were difperfed about the country, ^^Ilhout 
^ny petfon to take care Of them, he vas thus ear- 
ned dovn the rUer under a guard with fixed bayo- 
nets to the company's fort at Monghcer, where 
colonel Jofeph Peach bad received Orders from go- 
vernor Vcrelft to detain Mr. Nicol under confine- 
tnent. He was there accordingly confined, expo- 
fed to a contagious diftetftpcr which then raged in 
the fort, and to all the infolcncc and ill treatmenc 
of black fcapoys, one of whom followed him 
wherever hev/ent, with a drawn faord, as many 
petfons can atteft, particularly captain George 
Knot and Patrick Duff, and lieutenant Guinetc and 
Ramfay, officers then in the faid fervlce, until the 
ift September 1767, when he was again marched 
under a guard to a boat, and carried ta Calcutta, 
where he arrived on the 9th ; but was kept aboard 
the boat, clofetothcfliorc, in Imminent danger of 
his life from the baans", till the laih September 
1767 ; when he was ordered by Mr. Verelft into 

the 


* Upon fhe influx of fpring tides into the Ganges, 
there 18 a lairconteft betueenthe fca and the river. 
When the fea hss overpowered the torrent of the Gan- 
ges, 1 1 nfes m cr the level of the frefh w ater, and f ufhes 
in ith the greateft rapidity and violence in large w aveS 
oneachfideihemer, for many miles above Calcutta 
T here is at this time nO fecunty for boafs but by pet- 
ting them into the middle of the rner, which the 
roaring of the waies, being heard at a great diftance, 
^ves the diligent boatman fufficient time to effect 
i his IS what the natives of Bengal call baan. 
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tlte New Fort. Being now arnved wjlhm the d 5 - 
ftnfts of tht company's charter of judice, Mr. 
I^icol applied to an attorney at law for affiftappe i 
who, after three days dehberaaon, wrote to iWp. 
as follows. 

“ Thecaufe of jour confinement T arq an entire 
flranger to, '*but do irnagin- the major’s courr> to 
which Ib“long, cannot take any cognixance there- 
of The merhod that has been taken for redrefs 
here by gentlemen m vour fi^uaiion, was by pro- 
teft from the notary public 1 am, i 

“SI R, 

“ Tour rooft obedient fervant, 
i2thSept 1767, Calcutta Ackinfon ’* 

The perufal of this letter occafioned the follow- 
ing being written by Mr Nicol ^ 

“ To the honour'ible Harry Verelft, Cfq^Dire, pre- 
fioent, be. council of Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ T beg leave to inform you, that in M^rch laft 
J Mas fatled as a merchant, in the vizier nabob, 
Sujah al Dowlah's country, (your allvj whole au- 
thority I had, M hen I was informed that you had 
wrote to the vizier, to allow your troops to make 
me a pnibner on which I wrote to colonel, bir 
9 .obeit Barker, the commanding officer of yoor 
troops at lllahabad, of which letter you hate a. copy 
mclofed 


E 
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'*< I confidered how fooii an affair of this l.Ind 
ought to be brought to a hearing, and that I might 
not be the occafion of a mifunderftanding between 
you, gentlemen,* and one o^yoqr allies, linformed 
the vizier nabob SujahalDowlah, that I had come 
to the refolution of not waiting for Sir Robert Bar- 
ter’s anfwer, but of fctting out immediately for 
lllahabad j who replied, that if I had refolved on 
it, he would accompany me thither, and get colo- 
nel Barker’s leave for me to remain there, till he 
had wrote you on the fubjeft. But, to my great 
furprize. Sir Robert Barker made me a prifoncr 
^n my arrival, and informed me, gentlemen, that 
ut was by your order 5 and that he muft fend me 
down, in three days, which he did, under a guard 
of feapoys with fixed bayonets, who carried me to_ 

• Monghecr fort. There I was a prifoner from the’ 
ad April to the iff September % when I was by the 
brigade major carried out of my houfe by a guard 
of feapoys with fixed hayoners, and delivered over 
to lieutenant Brown, who brought me down with a 
party of feapoys, and delivered me over, on the “ 
1 2th September, to Mr. Cook, their fort-adjutant, 
where I am now confined, without any legal caufe 
affigned. I have only one word more, gentlemen, 
and I have done, which is, that it appears very 
extraordinary to me, that I fhould he confined up- 
wards of fix months without having a hearing ? and 
that if I had been fent from Mongheer ten days 
fooncr, I Ihould have been here in time to have 
been tried at the quarter feffions. 

" Butyouare too fenfible, gentlemen, that you 
have nothing to alledgc agiinft me which lam 
. aOiamed of, or you can make a plea of for my im- 

prifon- 



r =3 3 

priConment. I beg the favour of youranfwer, and 
remain with rcfpedt, 

• ** Gentlemen, 

*' Your moft humble fervant,' 
FroEti mv prifon, New 

fort William, iho (Signed) Jauics Nicou 
i^lh Sept. 1767.” 

Mr. Nicol could obtain no fatisfa£lion whatever. 
But on^lhe i6ih September 1767, the following 
letter, from the governor and council of Calcutta, 
was delivered to him by heutenant Cook, the foit- 
adjutanr. 

“ To Mr. James blicol,’ ^ 


” S I R, 

^ ** I am dirc^led by the honourable the ptefident 

and council to acquaint you that they infift on your 
• embarking on the lord Holland tor Europe, in 
confequence of the part you adted in the late aflb- 
ciation, and your behaviour (ince ; that captain 
Nairne has an order to receive you on board, with 
your ncceflaries •, and aKo that he has been paid 
^301. ftetling, in order to fupply you with trefli 
proviGons during the voyage. 1 am, 

“SIR, 

“ Your molt obedient fervant, 

** Fort 'William, ^ ' 

** i4thSept. 1767.’* Simeon Droa, fccretary/* 

^ This was the firft formal notice Mr. Nicol had . 
ever received^ of any accufalion of mlfbehaviour, 
having been ignorant and innocent of any ; apd 
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it^vas the firft noticfc he had ever received to quit 
India. U was therefore one among the many 
fttongicvftanccs that have been given of the fumma^ 
ry way of admlnlftering juftice, which has of lace 
' been adopted in Calcatta* viz by condemning and 
puni&iing nrft, and then informing the parties what 
it is for ; but taking care to afford them no op- 
portunities for proving their innbccnce, and efca- 
ping the higheli injuries. ^ 

‘ Mr. 1 homas Davie went out to the Eaft Indies 
in the month of February 1762^ Ui'enfed by the 
company as a free mariner, who at that time went 
outlicenfcd, for an unlimited time, to refide and 
trade in aU parts of India within the company’s h- 
mits, upon only giving fecuriiy in, 500I, ‘not to 
become chargeable to the company, 
i * Upon the commeoccroent of the troubles tvith 
. CofQm Ally Khawn, he enterted into the mllltacy 
. ferviceof.ihe company. On the lath of January 
1764, he was'promotedto the llationofanEnfigni 
} and oatht idih February 1765, he was further 
r advanced to the rank of Licuicnant. ' This cora- 
l miffion he refigned ; and the refiguation was for- 
I iiuUyaccv'pKd, as will appear by the following 
letter. . ■ ^ 

“ To Mr. Thomas Davie, at Burdwan. 

-‘‘SIR ^ \ 

^uuprah, the a 1 ft June, 1768. 

•* “ I this day received your letter of the i 5 tb 

j * May, and immediately communicated the ctii' 
. . tents to Dotd CUve. His Lordlblp Birccis rue 
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« to acquaint you, that fince you have thought 
“ ptopar to rafign your commiflion, you are no 
“ longer to be conlidered as in the fervice, 'and 
are therefore immediately to repair to Calcutta. 

, I am, SIR, 

Your moft obedient, humble fervanr, 

‘(Signed) “ HENRY STRACHEY,Sccreiar}.” 

Mr. Davie In obedience to lua Lordihip’s order 
repaired to Calcutta, but was never informed of 
any particular bufinefs his 'Lory.lfh'ip had for him 
there j and being relieved from all military en- 
gagements, upon the ftrength ' of his original li- 
cence, he continued to tefide there, and m other 
BifTcrent parts of riindoftan, is a pfivaife rderchant, 
in which fituation he coaetdued many months un- 
'molcfled, peaceably and ftricily complying with 
the laws of the community wherever he refidtd. 
His buhnefs having called him to Hlahabavl, on 
the 9th of March 1767, he’ was there fuddi/nly 
feized by a'parcy of feapoys detached frutrtthe 
'brlga 3 ie of the hngitfh afmy, then at that city, 
under the command of colonel Sir Robert Radcc;^, 
from whence he t\as cirned to Patna,’ anil thence 
"to Mongheer. 'After being there confined for nedr 
three months, without any reafon being aUedgeR 
for It, he was then conveyed in company^ with 
'Mr. James Nicnl to Calcutu, where he arrived on 
. the 9th September 1767, and eontinned impri- 
foned m company with Mr. Nicol ^ ' 

While he thus continued under guard, 3 ie rc- 
, ceived the follow ing letter. • ‘ ‘ 
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■■ To Mr. Thomas Davie; 

•• SIR, 

"• I am directed by the honourable the Preli- 
dent and Council to acquaint you, that they infift 
upon your embarking on board the Lord Holland 
for Europe, in confequencc of th6 part you acted 
in the late affociation, and your railbchayiour (ince; 
that captain, Nalcne has an order to receive you on 
board with your neceffatles, andalfo that he hai 
been paid the {um of 30U fterling, m order to fup- 
ply you with frefh provlfions durmg the voyage. I 
am, Sir, . » ; 

Your molt obedient fert'anc, ' 

. ** Port V/ilUam, the 10th Sept. 1767. 

SIMEON DR02, fcctetary.’* 

Me. DavU had never been prohibited' fcotd 
trade, admitting that the company even polTcffed 
thatpower, neither had he ever been informed, 
that his rcndcncc or even any part of his trade 
■were injurious or iacovenlent to the company. 
Tins was, moreover, the fitft information he had 
ever received of any milbchaviour, of which He 
’was totally ignorant, and the fitft nhiicc he had 
'had for leaving India. 

Thefe two gentlemen were continued in prifon 
together; andonthci7rh September 1767, the 
Seijeant-major delivered atv o^er to the Serjeant 
of their guard, from captalrv Frederick Thomas 
Smith, the town-major, not to fulTcr them to go 
out of their own room on any account whatever, 
except to the nscellaty houle } the centlneU were* 
at the fame time otdcced to be temoved to the In- 
fide of their ptifon. 


Durinj 
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During the time thefc perfecuted gentlemen were ^ 
fufiering fuch hardihips, i humane gentleman, 
then adjutant of the artillery in the company’s fer- 
vice, named Bonny, and who had done them fomc 
acts of kindnefs, was fent for by the town-major, 
who fererefy reprimanded him, for it, and cold him 
that were the prefident to know what he had 
done, the probable coofequcnce would ,bc hU dlf- 
mjnion from the fervicc. 

In the night of the i8ch September 17^7, lieu- 
tenant George Brown went with a party of foldiets, 
and by order of the governor fei2ed the prifoners^ 
forced them Into a boat, and afterwards put them 
on board a (loop, carried them down the river, 
and kept them confined on board in a roiferable 
iltuaiion, till the nth October 1767, ’when' they 
were forced * on board the Lord Holland India- 
. man 

* Thefc gentlemen refigned their commifilons in 
IVlay 1766, and their fcfignation\w ere accepted. 1 hey 
were afterwards left unmolcfled to follow their lawful 
trade in difierent parts ofHmdoflan, which trade W'a» 
not, in any refhcdl, injurious to the company. Ne- 
xerthelels, without anj previous notice, they were to 
he forcibly fent to England, upon an illegal accufation 
of a pretended offence commuted fixtcen months be- 
fore, and for w'hich they were in no fijape called to 
any account, s^hen others were fb feized and tran- 
fj)orted. The fltong defire of the ruling party in 
Itcogal to get thefc gentlemen from India sviH appear 
from the follow ing letter of the governor's to the offi- 
ccr w ho had charge of them : 

• , “To Lieutenant Brown. 

« S I R, ^ 

I ha\e received yonr letter ofthe7thinftant. Mr 
orders to jou were, to keep Mcflrs. Nicol and /;jvis 
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nan, capwia Nairne ; iiho, frommotivcs ofpru. 
dence, refused to receWc or keep them as prifoncrs > 
on board his Chip * 

l)pon cjptain Natrne’s ordering lieutenant Brown 
and his eapoys from off his deck, the lieutenant 
iound himfelt neceflitated Iikcwife to take his pri- 
Ibnusuiik him into the floop, where Mr. Nicol 
IcU dangerouffy iU of a t pucka fever. Had he 
died, he would probably have been thrown over- 
board, as food for the alligators, and all his com- 
pTainrs would have funk into oblivion with him. 
But'his miferics were not to end here. The pri- 
ibners were conveyed back to their confinement at 
Calcutta tv where the difordcrof Mr. Nicol conti- 
nued to mercafe J and on the furgeon’s reprefenta* 
of his danger to Nir. Y<ielft, both prifoners 
•were 

•nneter your paiticuhr cuftody, until captain Nairne 
IhowU have come on board the Lord Holland with his 
^ifpitches Ironi us for Copland^ and that-you fiiould 
then embark them thereon as palTengcrs, He has al- 
ready ktt Calcutta, and I hope ihv» conduft has been 
<)brer»ed by you. If this (lujurd reach* you in' tune, 
the only directtoal has c farther to give yoviis to take 
proper care, that neither ot thofe gentlemen rjuit the * 
diip and attempt a pallage back to Calcutta'upon any 
rctamingfhip or vellcl. ‘ ’ 

I am, SIR, ’ 

Your mofl obedient, humble fervant, 

Fort William, the loth Oct 1767. 

fSignedJ Harry Verefft.” 

t A ptrtndfeierfocallsd, it is generally fatal, and 
fometimes carries perfons oit in tw enty-four hours 
t hiirelv fuch fcicrities.from fuch caufes, mud ferve 
to remind eiery reader of the tyranny and cnielty of 
ixiiiiics and in'jjiniions, and of the treatment of uh- 
^Pi 7 « by barbarous nations, - 
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Vcre enlarged on their parole of plightbd ’honour^ 
pot to quit Calcutta ^uhout the governor’s perroif- 
lion, and to embrace the fitft good occahon of their 
^oing to Europe j , ^ ^ 

When Mr. Nicoi had fo far recovered his health 
as to be able to w^lltout with the furgeon*s permif- 
iion, he went to Mr. Richard Whittatl, another 
attorney of the mayor’s court, to confult with hint 
on the means proper to lieufcd for obtaining juf- 
ticc for the injuries he had received from the prefi* 
dent and council of Calcutta \ who told him n<i 
redrefs was to be expe^ed in India , that no • at- 
torney dared to a£t for him, and that all he could 
do, was to lay a ftate of his wrongs before a notary 
pub\ic, and defiw him to frame a proteft agamft 
the petfonswho had injured him. He according- 
ly ^/en^ to Mr John Holme, the only notary pub-* 
lie there, nho rcpeafedly declined it, from a fear- 
as he faid, of incurring the difpleafure of the go- 
'^trnor and council. Mr. Nicol the^ fought to get 
^omc perfon to go uith him, to ferve as a witnefs 
of Mr. Holme’s refulal but fo great and general 
was the dread of difplcafing the governor and 
council. thacnopJrfon whom he applied to would 
grant hs requefl: At lafl-,' M*”* NicoI took his fel- 
lott-pnfoner with him, and m his prefence de- 
manded again of the r^orary public the difcharge of 
his duty. But he continued to refufe the drawing 
up of a proicll j or even the regiflenng of one 
that was previoudy prepared and prelenied to him’ 
fiar that p'Urpofc , nay, at laft told Mr, Nicol, tf 

P ho 


* Tlie ftate ofjuftice cannot he on a worfe footing' ^ 
. Either in TarfaryorinBwhary. 
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he thi)Ughl himfelf^ injured,^ he might go td Eng- ■ 
land, and fue for icdtcfs itt the court <Sf kings 

bench ». , . s i. 

Mr. NIcol, by petition, then complained totne^ 
mayor’s court, leptefcnung that he had applied to 
all the attorniesof that court, bvit finding himfelf 
unable to obtain juftice in Calcutta, and being in-> 
formed that a proieft, duly authenticated by a no- 
tary public, was the only voucher of authority he 
could carry with him to England, of his having en- 
deavoured in vain to obtain juftice in India, he 
had made repeated applications to Mr. JohnHolme 
for that puri-ofe, who was the only notary or regi- 
fter in Calcutta, who had conftantly refufed ci- 
ther to note,* regifter, or authenticate /any fuch 
inftrumenc. The attefting affidavit of Mr. Tho- 
*mas Davie was prefixed to this petition, and being 
read by Mr. Thomas Woodward then mayor, and 
the aldermen on the bench, they informed Mr. 
Nicol,-that it was a matter that did'not fall pro- 
perly within their cogniaance, nor could they ob- 
lige Mr. Holme to draw out the proteft; , but they 
faid, he could not in juftice refufe doing it. • 
However at Jaft, Mr. Holme did confent ter note 
the^ proteft > the prilbners afterwards redeemed 
theit pledged honour, by informing the governor 
bf their delign to embark for England, which they 
. put in execution on the i8th of December 1767, 

after 

. To very little purpolc can actions be commenced 
in the king’s bench, whilftfuch infurmountable diffi- 
culties are lufFered to occur in the procuting of evi- 
dence ftc.m India ; where fuch defpottfm is eftabliffied, 
as may be fuppofed to operate irrefiftibly on the fide of ^ 
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ifter fuffering long imprifonment, /being much in-, 
jured in their fortunes, having their views in lifo 
blafted/ and Mr. Kkol in particular svkh a con- 
ftituiion much impaired, to wait inEngland for the 
arrival of their opprefibrs from India, and the pre-, 
carious ffiue of expenfive foits at law, in which iht 
mod eflential proofs of injures are to be atr/lUd. 
in India, where their profecurors afted as mag'f- 
trates, as judges and as fovereijns; fo thar, irv 
fpice of all laws in being, their very ob'3ining;tvi- 
dence might be effc£iually pr vented, chough ap- 
plied for by a cbmmtffion ifiued from « the high 
court of Chancery ; it ts to be hoped, tnat the fuf- 
ferers lylU at laft obtain juftice, from this , court of 
equity, the decifion of’ which will be a precedent 
for the future, and determine whether a* Urmfh 
fubjeft has a right or not»to rellde unmoleftcd in 
ihc dominions of princes, independent of the Eaft 
India-company, without being dragged forcibly, 
from the very feat of their empire. 

Whether Mr, Verclft who was one of lord Clive’s 
famous committee, had jmbibed in that capacity 
the notions of arbitrary power, or modelled after- 
w.ards his government, .according to the oppref- 
five ptecedems of hW lordlhip, 1 do not take uj>on 
myfelf to determine. The -nurn'erous complaints 
and late trials m England to obtain redrefs ag«in{f 
divers aflsof lawleis authority, during his prefi- 
dency, infptres .an unfavourable opinion of his un- 
popular adminidratton. Amongll fev'eral other 
kllanpcs, v,c (ball mention one moft extraorvuna- 
Xy after the convenient ufes made flf the paHlvp 
nabob’s, by the governor and council of Calcutta, 
'^nder ^Yho^e duedtion alone this nominal prince i? 
* obliged 
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fc1Ug€3 to aSt, whenever it is_^necefrary for any.' 
private purpofe to ofiprefe individuals. ^ ' • 

* Two Armcttian merchants of eftablifhcd order 
and reputation, like many others, had been long 
fettled in India, and were peaceably engaged in 
carrying on their mercantile bfafinefi in the provin- 
ces bordering on Bengal, which the company bad 
taken from, and afterwards reftored to the nabob 
Sujah a\ Dowlah. Theirbufincfs interfering witlt 
the private views of the governor and fomc of thft 
'Icouncil of Calcutta, it was thought ncccflary^to 
have them removed not contented with having 
them fuddcnly feixed by the company’s troops and 
confined, without ever being accufed, confronted 
or heard upon any pretended crime or misbehavi- 
our whatever, in the dominions of Sujah al Dow- 
Uh, the governor and codneii had them forcibly 
brought ^dov/n into their own territories, wherft 
they could more conveniently fecure 'them, 'and 
‘ vhcre they were kept imprUoncd forfome months', 
to the utter tuin of thcmfclves and famiUes, ‘After 
th^ had been longenough impnfontd to terve the 
purpdfes intended, they-vere fet at liberty,* bqt 
without being acquainted with any rcafon for fuch 
imprifontnent : and, dtfpajring of everobiaining 
juftice in Bengal, tv.d of them came over m queft 
of it to England ; where, riattering themfelvcs 
that, the court of direflorsvould natorallydifcoun- 
lenancc *fuch oppreflion, they pTefented a very 
refpcarul petition to the court ; which, as it will 
^ivethebeft ftate of their cafe, we will prefent 
ihe reader with a copy of, as follows. . ' / 

'* Tg 



-To the KondurabIe*the',c6urt of-;direfl<:rs,'.fo?.. ' 
the affairs of tlie liondurabfe the united company > 
‘6rtnetchants>^»E□gl^d,,. ttad|ng•to ■ the Eaft 
• ■■Indies.' ,ic 1 i ■' 

f! The petition of Gregore Cojamaul and . Johannes 
‘i -Eadte' Rafael,' rAtmeniaii ■merchants,.' Jat^ .qjf 
■■bmgal.'' ;’'- m i""* i 

... . Humbly Sheweth, ■,'.. , . , c, 

That your petitioners, ^ho are' natives' oflf- 
, phahan.ln Pe'rfia,' have for mah'y'yeafs 'reiided m 
.India, particularly'.ih., the provinces anne){'ed ,to 
, Bengal; ahd in’ th«.doroipidns,bf the djfferent’p'rini 
. ces ' bordering, upon 'ihofe' provinces'^ tyhefe’.'they 
. have 'carried ori,‘i for'themfelves’and others’, a very 
. .extonfive trade, alsTays'wifH' the' per’miffibh , and 
approbation of .ihediffercht ptinces,';iri-|Wh6fe do- 
minions' .your petitioner^' reiided 'always 'paying 
jibe duties exafled^ by fuch prince's, and always 
. chearfully fubmitting themfelycs’ to 'the laws., of 
fuch 'countries; ” 

..j ,“,.That it.has ever been the cuffotn,.from time • 
-immemorial, fo't.Greelts, Georgiansl'.'Turks, Per- ' 
iiins, ;"rattats, ' Canitheerians,; Armenians,.. i'nd 
other nations, ,tp refort ' to ' a'nd , traffic' in'.India', 
iwhcfc the country nabobs, fenlible of the' benefits 
. ■hrifing'from the rcfprt ■.of ' foreign 'm'erchan'ts' 'and 
the in'eteafeof trade, 'have at 'all times encouraged 

, fuch perCons to chc vtmoR'of their power. ' ' ' .* . 

■ '■ ' “ That befides tKci'r own' traffic,' your 'petiticc- 
■ers likewife, for ' about ‘feven years laftpaff, here 
. |)cen honoured with bufiaefsupon commiffion f:-'“ • ' 
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fundry Englilh gentlemen, feveral of whom irS, 
tiow in England. _ ' 

- That eyour petitioners to fuch trantactions 
Jiavc ever afked to the fatisfeftlon of their conftj- 
tuents, and with credit to themfelves; having 
fever ftudiouHy avoiHcd interfering in any other 
than their own mercantile affairs i and tbe^ have 
ever been v.’cll wifhers to the honourable iinglil^ 
tafl; India company, having never, in the moft 
diftant manner adted contrary to the interefts of 
that company. 

That your 'petitioners'^ were lately refiden^ In 
the dominions of the" nabob Sojah al Dowlah, and 
the rajah Bulw ant Sing, \vho,xto the great fur- 
‘prlze of your 'petitioners,! received orders from 
your prefidcncy of Calcutta', br Fort William to 
.Ijanifn your peiiiioners'oui'of their countries, • 

‘ ** That ihofe princes communicated the orders 
'tvhich they had received from your faid prefidency 
•to youT petitioners, who had the honour to be fa- 
.'vouted with the friendihip of the faid princes 'j 
'who propofed various expedients to fcrccn your 
petitioners fromviolcncc, ^5;)our pelhidners can 
Ihcw by ftuihentic documents in their handsj to the 
Ifittsfaftion of this honourable court.* 

“ That the hiendfhip of thofe princes having 
’ induct'd them to evade the immediate execution Of 
fuch t) rannical orders, for which they Uncsv no 
bufe, your prelidcnt Mr- Vcrelft wrote again in 
repeated Ictiers, and in the moft peremptory 
terms, to have your ptutiuners ftiz-d, imprifonw, 
nrd fent tlovsn into the company’s provinces to’ 
F.ttna and NiurffieJabad ; and for fear of f-uthec 
delays or evafionj, orders s^erc given to tlic ir,i- 

rocdntG 
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liedlate fervants of the Englifh company, ' ^yh« 
were employed to fehe and imprifon your petl* 
oners, as they are Ukewife ready to prove to the 
fatbfaiflion of this honourable court, by authentic 
documents and writings under the hands and feals 
of the fald compariy’s fervams. ^ , 

“ That accordingly your petitioners were feized 
in the nioft fudden, cruel and iqhuman manner# 
and brought down to the company's faftorles at 
Patna and Murfliedabad, being obliged to quit in-* 
ftantly all they were poflefied of in that country, 
to a very confiderablc amount, together with their 
tooks and papers, and the effefts of many other 
perfons with w’hich they were intrufted, and for 
which they are accountable. . t 

** That during the confinement of youf petiti- 
oners, their relations did deliver to your prefident, 
Mr. Harry Verclft, fundry petitions, particularly 
one of the 15th May 1768, and of the i^ih June 
1768, (which your petitioners imagine Hand re- 
corded upon your Calcutta confultaiions) requeft- 
ing the rele.alcmsni ofyour pedfioners, and ofTcr- 
ing to give any fuch fecunty for money, or the 
appearance of your petitioner';, as might appear 
rcafonabk to your faid prefident and conucU, 

“ That the faid petitions were paid no regard 
to, but your petitioners were continued under con- 
finement j your petitioner GregoreCojamaul hav- 
ing been confined from the t4ih Match 1768 to 
the 28th Auguft 176S, being five months ; during 
^ which lime they were treated worfe than convided 
felons ; Cogee Rafael being firft impnfoned in a 
horle-rtablc, and afterw'ards both kept in clofe 
confinement under a llroag guard of the com- 
pany’s 



Many’s Teapoys, with fisicd bayoncfs, who nfiv^ 
fuffered your petitioners to ftlr out of their fight, , 

' ** That being at laft relcafed from confinemcnf; 
your petitioners and their friends waited upon yoUr 
prefident, Mr. Harry Vcrelft, not only to be ac- 
quainted what were the caufes of his difpleaftirc,' 
W why they had been confined, but requefting 
leave to return up the country to fecure their ef- 
fefls and oulfianding concerns, thereby to prc- 
ferve themfelves and farniHts from ruin ; but; to 
the misfortune of your petitioners, all their appli- 
cations were paid no regard fo> nor coufd ^fhey 
fever obtain any fatisfaction, or be acquainted Why 
they had been thus capricioufiy imprifoned for lo 
long a tlmfe, and then fet at liberty, without be- 
ing accufed of even a fiflitious mifdtmfeanhr ? 

“ That, to the great aftonifhmenc of your ps^ 
tUioners, upon their attlval in Calcutta, they were 
informed, that your governor; Mr. Harry VerelfV; 
and his council had been plCafcd io publifli an 
fedlct, Under date of the i8th May 1768, prohi- 
biting all Armenians, Portugueze and their def^ 
cendants, from refidingor tfading in any part out 
of the provinces of ftcngal, Bahar and OnfTa 5 or, 
attempting to tranfport any merchandize beyond 
thofc provinces, under penalty of the utmoft fevere 
corporal punilhment, and the confifeation of fucH 
merchandize j an aitefted notorial copy of which* 
molf extraordinary public edict is in the hands of 
your petitioners, for the infptction of this ho* 
uourable court. 

** 1 hat yodf pedtionera were hereby not only 
deprived, among others, of ihofe rights which 
wtfcductothcro, as men; by the law Uf 'nations, 

but 



iju't-wcre deprived of that freedom of trade.y/HcIi : 
tHeir nation had always ehjoyed'in the times of tfid.; 
wqrft of .the ahcieht.black’ nabob’s, a1id in' parti- ' 
ciilar wcjc^aUo deprived of all fjo^es of ever.reco-' 
vering, thdfe cffe*£ls‘f?6m which’ they had beea thifs‘ 
forcibly andtcaprlci6ufly ! ^ ■ ' / . . ' 

1 5* .,That.your petitioners,'. who''Kaye h'een iKere-*'* 
fqre^neccintated at a gfeai cxpencc to come to'.Eng-! 
land for juliice,' how appeal' to the equity bf this^ 
honourable court requeftjng,- that they will ci- ’ 
thefiridemnify your pcfiiibncrs. for the gfcat lolTes 
fhey fuftaihV^^of that they .will be pleafed Id drdec' 
home,, to anfwef for therhlelycs, the prefideht Mr.*' 
Yerelft, ahlf fucK 0 / the company’s lerva'nis' as to' 
this honourable "court may appear to havd.’been 
the acting perfdns rh the opprefriohs' complainetj 
Cif/ ^ ^ ’ ■;*' ‘P 

And your'p'eiifioneVs', asm duty hotiridj' 

. / /.• fhaU ever pray. 

** Loh^on, the i 2 th Sep- . 

fimbef i 765 '.”'lSi^ncd)'**Gr 6 gofeCc^arhauI,' ; 

Johan'nds Padre Rifael.”' 

, It was natural for’thefc injured Arm’eniah rnfcr-, 
then' Icncw bbf lutfe of the ftate of the 
■company 'and the party views of its directors, ro^. 
iraaginS thaV the' .court Xvould have .fhewn' fgme; 
feiOihers,' if not a 'ferroos, difpofition ,-.to' redrefi; 
tKelf ^Vro■ngs^ But, ■ to tbett fhame' be it fpohen \ 
the petition isfaid to have been thrown ..ahde, and 
to hav6 lain' by;- uhanfwercd and- difregarded to' 
this day-; while, ihefe. foreighi gentlem’en,, , as .rr 
faid, have been left to ieek redrcfs at laWf exactly 
- ■■ • 'G-: ;■ 
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in tk iiftitfsfvil fiWation alteiiiy defcribed, cipo* 
fed to the nccelfity of fending commiffions to India 
for evidence, and of wailing for the precarious ar- 
Tvvai of iheir oppreffors from India ; fotne of whom 
tnay perhaps Ihamcltfsly attempt to ferten them- 
i^lves by the practice and now ufual fubterfuge, of 
pretending the matter complained of was tranfacted 
by the nabob, in the extra-judicial diflricts of the 
charter. 

Many other inflancci might be given, to prove 
the badnefs of the government, p^ice, and admi- 
nlflraiion of juftice in thofc diilant dominions : 
fomeof which, though there looked upon as tri- 
'Acs, would in this country be confidered as mat- 
ters of the moft ferious confequtnce. Indeed to 
enumerate all the facts of that nature which have 
come within the writer’s knowledge, would be to 
fill a large folio volume. 

Thefe Armenians, noiwithHanding a folemn de- 
cifion of a court of judicature in their favour, are 
obliged to %vait for the ilTuc of another trial • there 
Ts no doubt but juAice will prevail againfl the arts 
of fophiftry, and the important rage of cruOied 
defpotifm. 

The Eaft India directors have been long pofTcfl*- 
ed of all the papers relative to thefe proceedings ; 
for the honour of national juftice, and their own 
vindication, they fhould have pubhlhcd to the 
world thelt juft tefentment againft the principal 
delinquents in fuch infamous tranfactions. 

'The cruel abjection in which the wretched na- 
tives are kept by the company’s fervants, makes 
humanity (hudder. It is not unufual for a mafter to 
' fend a native fervant to^ihe zemindar, to receive 

a fla^el' 
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flagellation at the cutcherry ; or to collect^ bjr a 
military force, twenty or thirty Engliihmen, in- 
habitants of the fettlements, and to confine them 
in a dungeon in the new fort for a day or two. 
This was done on a fimple verbal order from lord 
Clive ; the occafion was this i complaints h'dd 
been made that many Europeans kept public hou- 
fes for the retailing of a fpiritous liquor called 
perner arrack, to the foldiery. They 'were im- 
mediately ordered to be taken and carried tb the 
tiew fort i and the execution of thi? commiffion 
was left to the black fcapoys, who were difpaich-t 
cd for that purpofe. As it was left to the difere- 
fion of thofe ignorant people, man^ innocent 
tradefmen were apprehended with others who real- 
ly did fell this liquor, and all were promifcuouny 
conducted to pnfon in this wanton manner. As 
there was no legal redrefs or fatlsfaction to be 
obtained, the injured parties were obliged to fup- 
prefs their complaints, and to hide their paft fe- 
fentment. 

The reader will hardly entertain a doubt that 
the mere will of power has been the foie rule of 
juftice in Bengal, cither with refpeft to dominion^ 
property, perional fafety, or the infliction of pu- 
niHiment next to death* or whatever the prefident 
and council, or whatever kind of junto has of late 
years been appointed to rule at Calcutta, by the 
court of directors in London, hav? not there exer- 
cifed fuch unbounded dclpotifm, as was wholly 
^incompatible with the lawrs of thjii kjngdom, thofe 
of humanity, or fuch as would bethought intole- 
rable even in Turkey or Barbary ? 



? fu.d cr rev«non loathe private perfes of Xi 
gfcryants m thefc countries, Uo have tie- 

Lhtofnnr'l“^'"J: f’’'*'' “"‘J'fputable 

Itght ofuppeal to the laus of this kingdom whili 

niDus advantage ^If Zfew Th/'* "j' 

inland trad;, as liow cxe'rctfcd “°”“P9>y of the 
company itfcif u becom account of the 

?llofherVas ttrsunTr .LV''"-“'‘ E™vous of 

chafes,' that all oppreibon's in^h‘'°!l 

c»cted, fuch monopolies exclude ‘‘'f™'''’' =>"' 

from all free trade Lid rh ' c ^ 

the more mfu-^pormbTefb rW'r'Lr 

ate pretended to be made for thi’^^k regulations 
ippearahce of freedom in benehr. Some. 

Pfelmed in the fubjected 
>« there have been fuch obfe^r'and^n^bt' 
rafiuents 


t 41 1 

^afments m dealings^ and fuch monopolizing of 
workmen, as have frequently occafioned the palt 
complaints of the French* Dutch and Danes The 
caufes of them ftiU exjfc to the great grievance of 
the people , ^nd the injury of ihe country , the 
Lnown confcquences of thofe evils have been the 
lofs of foreign trade, on the back pa rts of the pro- 
vinces, from which great wealth was formerly de- 
rived to them, the lefiemng of a fimilar referve 
from the trade of the other difcontented companies, 
tindfogrcata fcarcity of money in circulation, 
as will joon leave ihelc provinces in a total want 
of Ipecie for the exigencies of tfadc, if thedraughts 
from thence For China and the other parts of India 
are continued. While the manufaciurics are going 
lo deftruetton, and population js decreadng with 
the public revenues wafted or mifapphed, the pof- 
feflion of Lmpire threatens the company with in- 
cmevable diftrefs Every pni ciple of true policy 
has been inverted m practice to the injury of the 
natives, and the cfFectuaf difcouragemetvt of Eu- 
ropean lettlers, who as well as the civil fervants, 
have on fevcral occasions voluntarily taken arms 
in the caufe of the company Lord Oive during h|S 
laft prefidency, informed the court of directors, that 
no dependence could ever be placed on the pow- 
ers of the country for any thing but treachery, and 
fhould a favourable occafion offer for it. th- vvorft 
of all treatment, and indeed in future times of war 
and danger, it may be found impoflible for the 
. company to keep up European forces fulTicienc for 
all kinds of fervice in the conquered provinces, 
without promoting the free emigration of Britifh 
iubject^ to India 


The 
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The fecumy of the company's pofTefTtons re^ 
quires this encouragement ami protecuon as an ex* 
tcnfivc population, that isintcrcfccd m the cicrcnce 
of a country, muft naturally be its moft lafe ant} 
cRcctoal fuppori, againft foiugn invaders andfuch 
natives as may be inclined to revolts but the op- 
pofite policy with rcfpcct to thofe countries has 
l)ecn uniformly purfoed abroad, and the prefenr 
' directors have adopted a Tyfrem calculated to <li(- 
courage the emigration of free merchants and free 
inarincrs to Indus atmbuic to ignorance, 

tbefe impolitical meafurcs, they are unqualified for 
the direction j and as todcfign/wc muft fuppofe 
that fuch abufes fetved thetr private views at home^ 

* as ihofe of theit favoutiie fubftliutes abroad. 

The mixed govcrnmertl of the nai'ob and the 
.company, fince the acquifition of the important 
.territories, which werefubdued by the fubjedisand 
forces' of the Ihte is a foHctfm in leg! fiat ion. It is 
even a national difgracc to hold them under fuch 
fpccious colours as pretended grants ofofTicial con- 
. trafts from nominal princes, that no power in the 
,T/orld acknowledges, except fuch as would make 
the fame temporary ufes of them, as the Englirti 
Eaft India company have done. There is fomc- 
thing exceiiively abfurd in the very Idea of vefting 
an unlimited fovcrcign authority on a mercantile 
fociety over the princes and the natives of the 
.country, as no real fecuriiy eirher to the company 
or to the kingdom, can ever be derived from no-* 
minal nabobs or moguls •, for if their grants are dif- 
puiablc, they have had immenfc annual flipends 
paid to them to very lUtle purpose ; and i f the tem- 
porary power they have been permitted to aflume 
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tie of real efficacy in India, then fuch conceflions 
raufl be re-alfumedat pkafurel^and even transferable 
at wifi ; and of courfe the rivals 'or enemies of 
Great Britain might have a fair pretence to deprive 
her of thefe acqnifitions. 

When the Portogueze acquired their firft terri- 
torial 'poQcfiions on the coarts of India, their kings 
ftiled thfcmfelves, as they continue, to do, lords of 
the commerce and navigation of Ethopia, Arabia, 
Perfia, and India ; and no European nation ever 
difpuced thbfe titles or their right to the territories 
they had obtained By whateverrneans the provinces 
of Bingal fell under the yoke of the company, they, 
noware indifputably the property of the (late: and 
as there is no fovcretgn in lndia,whocan lay lawful 
claim to them *, his Majefty’s title to thefe domini- 
ons both by conqueft and peaceable’ pofieflion can- 
not be dilputed. The political eftablifhmenc in 
Bengal, in the year i76'5, was therefore as unne- 
ceflary, as it has fince proved pernicious and the 
affected fears with regard to foreign powers on the 
avowal of EngUfh fovercignty over the conquered 
provinces in Indortan, fo artfully infufed into the 
minds of directors were equally groundlefs and in- 
Cncere, 

The king of Great Britain is now an Afiatic Po- 
tentate, more capable of protcfdng the natives than 
any other power in the Eart ; and it is an infult to 
majefty to fuppofe his object v/ill be the mere fuj>- 
port of a monopolizing community who perhaps 
are no longer neccHary foranfuering even the ends 
• tor which they were incorporated “ The quefiioa 

now is not fimply, if the company hi coafequence 

oftheir chartered privileges, cz- carrv on cxcl«' 



•t.4i 1 

iiVc ihe trac!c to and from the Eife Indies to {(rca-f 
ter national advantage than the fubjccis of GrCat 
Britain at large ? but another more inlporiant isj 
if two dr three men, of which confifts the juntoof 
leaders in the committee of correfpondencc» fclcc- 
ted among twenty-'four directors onnuallf chofen; 
can at the fame time govern or conduct the com-- 
pany's commercial aflaits, and the fovereignty of 
a large and populous empire, at fuch a dtftance, 
rt> greater national fecoiily and advantege, than 
the king, lords and commons of Great Britain. 

‘ In anfwcr to the firft queftion 1 wjll venture to 
aflert, that with refpcct to Bengal, every argument 
in favour of that monopoly* which was formerly 
k ufed with fame appearance of rcafon, while the 
trade thliher depended upon the coontty poweis 
of fndoftan,, falls to the ground, now that the tom- 
l«ny are become foveicigns, as it Would be right 
to lay the trade open to all Dritlfh fubjects, and 
agreeable to found politics to encourage, under 
certain limitations, even the fhips of all other 
European nations to frequent thefe Indian ports. 
With refpect to the fecond queftion^ It will ^ ge- 
nerally granted, that a commercial country with' 
a dcfpotic favereign who is the only merchant, as 
is in fact the prefent condition of^ Bengal ; raufe 
be on tht verge of rum ; and if it be admitted 
.that all Tefources which this nation hopes to reap 
from ihofe fubjecicd dominions, muft depend en- 
tirely on their profperity ; it will then follow, thac 
there is an abfolute ncceflity for the Britifh Icgi- 
flature to feperate the merchant from the fovcrcign 
for the prefervation of both* 
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Ji foot! di ive have been favoured ‘ivllh the ■pariku-* 
iars cf major Munro's canpaign, ive'taKe tae ipportir 
r.lty to fulfil c’lr en^aganents to the public^ 'in doin^ 
jifiice to the great abilities of that exccUiml officer. 

On the 13th of Augiift 1764, major Munro ar- 
rived at Patna, and took the cortimand of the ar- 
my 5 and next day he ifloed out the following or- 
der. “ A regular difeipUne and drift obedience 
to orders, is the only iuperiority Europeans have 
in this country over the natives, and therefore can- 
not be too much attended to; it is moft carneftly 
recommended by major Munro to all the troops, 
to fubmit to it with jeadinefs and chearfulnefs, 
which will always enable them to be viftorioos la 
the gallant and brave manner they have hitherto 
been, and will not only redound to their own reputa- 
tion, but v/ill be. the greateft fansfaftion and ho* 
nour they can confer op any officer who has tha 
honour to command them ” Tlvs was followed 
by along detail of orders, and a welldigcfted plan 
ot manoeuvres fit to evince the iltill and judgment 
of the commander in the day of aftion. Thcfc 
were to be pot in prafticewhen the weather would 
permit As the atmy was feparated in different 
cantonments, the officers commanding thefe ref* 
ptciive bodies were defired to acquaint tliebrigado 
major the night before a field day, with the ffand- 
ing orders, and they were to make tlieir report to 
major Munro, as the army had lately been muti- 
tioully inclined Heordered the a’ticjes of war to 
Vs read at the head of each corps once a fortnight, 
and in the next day’s orders Recommends ric 
ffrongly to 'the officers who have lately come into 
H the 
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the fcn^icS to tofert irtoa bo ’ "’ll orders , and al- 
io to ha\c a cof ot h s ro a1 h ohnefs the di-Le of 
Cumberlana s Handing oracrs lor thearmj, fuch 
of the officers as ha\e thc"n rot, nriaj call on the 
brigade major far th m ’* bl^a t* e mjior armed 
at Fatfta loonet, in all probab iiiv the mutinous 
difpofition of the feapojs m ght 1 a\c been qu-lled 
in embryo bj his pruacnce «.nd fpitucd Cf nduct 
The major in the firP inftance introduced a Itricc 
miUtat) difcipUne which he found h-d be“n much 
neglected by his predeceflbr major Carrac, and 
being apprized of the mUimuts and difcontents of 
the feapoys on account of the divifion of the nabob 
Jaffier AUj Ca^\n’s donation On the 24ih of 
Auguft 1764 he lifucd out the folloning orders 

** From the late bchaMOur of Tome of the fea- 
poys, It becomes necefiary to have the following 
orders read and explained to all the fcapoy s of the 
army at their different caoionmtnis in prelcnce of 
their oncers 

** It IS maior Munro*s firm rcfolution to treat 
the feapoys in every refpeci as foldicrs, to gue 
them all their jull rights "hen they behaie "cJl, 
and their juft punilhmert when they behave fcan- 
daloufly , although the donation money was an in- 
dulgerce that none had a right toaOv, it has been 
divided according to the appointment and appro- 
bation of the nabob who gaie ir, and therefore 
cannot admit of new alterations 

“ Major Munro 15 forr> he gave if at all, as the 
licentious, mean and onfoldicr like behaviour of 
the troops, of which the army was then compofed 
xn refpect to that donation, will be a rcafon why 

no 
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no fuch indulgence will ever be permitted again to 
them, orany army in India. 

“ The Teapoys, as well in cantonments or quar- 
ters as in the field, {hall always he on the fame foot- 
inn: as ihe other foldiers ; that is, when the Euro- 
peans have full or half batta, the feapoys {hall 
have the fame, and hen they think themfelves 
aggrieved, they are to apply to 'their officers in a 
decent and obedient manner, which will be the 
fprell way of obtaining what they defire ; the ma- 
jor hopes in future he fiiall have rcafon to praife 
and thank inflcad of reproving and punifhing 
them, and as thefeafon approaches for making to- 
wards the enemy the whole army are' to hold 
themfclves in rcadinefs to take the field.” 

Thefparksof feditton which had been kindled’ 
by the hrench foldiers in our fcrvice and fomented 
by the Englifh, .from dilFerent motives ; occafion- 
ed a fermentation amongfl: the feapoys ; no care 
had been taken by the laft commanding officer 
to prevent the fatal confequences of thi^ defectionT 
He left that arduous talk to the officers who con\- 
manded at the dlficrent cantonments.’ They did 
every thing which might be exptOted from milita- 
ry knowledge and experience, and the troops w ith 
the affidui^y of the fubaliero officers were kept in 
tolerable order ; liowcv’cr, two battalions that tverc 
ftationed at Moneah did mutiny, but were foon 
brought backtoafenfc of their duty. 

The root*; of the evil ftill remained, and Tome 
of the Teapoy officers hasdng endeavoured to pol- 
» Ton the minds of their fcllo.v foldiers, they were a- 
gain ripe for a revolt, ‘ ’ ^ 

The 
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The Tith of September esptam Galliez's 
lion of fcTpov', one of thole in tier the commancl 
of major Champion at Chuppjrah mutmtecl and 
went oIt , captain 7 rcianton'j banal on of fcapovs 
were Tent after th ni and came op with them at 
night when they were afleep, difarmtd thepi, and 
bcought them bjck- 

^la3Qr Munro o cut off entirely the root of this 
evil had twenty four of the nngle iiers immedi- 
ately tried by a general court marital of their own 
officers, and on the 13th the following orders 
apperred 

“ At a general court martial held at the can- 
tonments near Chupporah. on twmty four fvapojs. 
of captain Galliczs battalion of fcapoys, confined 
for being taken m actual mutiny and defcriion, 
tbe court having duly \ cighed the crime alledged 
againft them, round them guilty of the firll and 
third articles of the fecond and fifth fection of the 
articles of war , ihetefoic fcntencc them to be put 
to death, by being blown away from the guns • 
which fentence is approved of by the commander 
m chief, and is to be put in execution accord- 
jngly ” 

fc.i|,ht of them were blown away from the guns 
at Chupparah On the r5tK fix more were blown 
away from guns at Lankip'ore, and the others from 
the diffcTeni cantonments 

Fromihismaniy ardwcll tuned exertionof autho- 
Tity, good order ard fuboidmation were re-efta- 
bUlhed among the troops 

On the pth of Ociob'*r the colonel marched 
from Bankipcre in fearch of the enemy, and fo 
V-cU had he conceited his meafures, that when 

th^ 



C' 49'3 

army from Patna arrived on the Eailern banks 
of the river Soan, major Champion appeared with 
his detachment from Chupparah, marching on the 
wdt fide of the Soan, and to the fouth captain 
Goddard with his battalion advanced to join the 
'army The wliole army crofled the river Soan a^ 
Culvcrgot on the nth, in a mofl: regular manner 
by divifions, the army being divided into three. ^ 
Major Slibbert is to poft a proper guard at the 
water (ide, in order that the embarkation may be 
tarried on in a regular maanttv agreeable to the 
general orders prcfcribed for that purpofe/* And 
orders were given that qone of the boats which 
ferved as tranfiports for the troops, (hould go a- 
head of captain \Vedderburn*s armed boats who 
are to lead tnc van.** As the divifions cronVd they 
formed upon the banks of the river. In the mean 
time, the field officers of the day, with the quarier- 
maftejs and camp coloormen, marked out an en- 
campment at a convenient fpot from the river fide. 
When the whole of the army had croffed, they 
marched in a regular manner to their encamp- 
ment. 

The 1 2th the army halted : they were drawn 
tip in front of the encampment and told off in pla- 
toons, fub and grand divifions, firings and wings, 
and ihtir arms and ammunition review’d. 

The 13th the army marched by files in two co- 
lumns abreaftof each other, and this day it was in 
orders how to form the line of bettle, either on 
being attacked ii\ camp., ot on the ma.tcbv 

On the r4ih the major in order to (hottenthe 
line of march, ordered the columns to march by 
platoons inftcad of file§. 

' October. 
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October 19 After having marched through 
a cbfc coonrr), the advance 1 guard under the 
command of major Champion came to the bants 
of a Nullah, over whichvva^a bridge » onlheop- 
pofite banks were perceived aboutfour orfve hun- 
dred of the cncrav’s Uorfe Ma^or Champion or- 
dered lieutenant Mair, who commanded a party 
of black cavalry, and Mr Sirdel who had under 
Jus command about fifteen or twenty European 
horTi. to charge the enemj the European cavalry 
led the van over the bridge, and attacked the 
enemy with great rcfoluiion , the black cavalry 
thus encouraged, fell pellmell upon the enemy, 
•oyho gave way and retreated wuh great precipita- 
tion for about a mile acrofs a plain, until they ar- 
jivud at a village called Airall As foon as the 
eneni) arrived at tins place they fcparattd to the 
Tight and left, which made way for a (bower from 
•the niusketary of a large body of the enemy who 
hy in ambufeade This unexpected falutauon made 
ourca\?lry immediately wheel about and betake 
ihcmfelvcv to their heels The enemy who had 
been purfued from the Nullah, n their return at- 
tacl ed ouf people, and « ere joined by above dou- 
ble their number, who rulhed out from behind the 
village 

In vain did lieutenant Mairand the other officers 
of the rudalc exert ihemfelve» to make them keep 
Inabodj, Fear ha 1 feia«*d them and they were 
no longe- governable, the Curopetns kept Veter 
togeth r Mr Sirdil \ ho commanded them did 
wonders w ith own hands nfe^r killing threS 
oftheenefU), h- w as attad^cd bv a fourth in ar- 
irojr He made a cut at him, but found tt l\2,d 
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(fieilippofcd enemy, they turned out to be the re'-! 
loams of a parcel of trees cut down for firewood by 
the enemy ; they tvete cut about four feet from 
the ground, the lop of the flumps appeated red like 
Icapoysuniform. 

It was in orders that the army fhonid march 

Muntermanded. The major’s intention was to 
ma ch and attach Sujah Dowlah m his intrench- 
“ C°"f“ltation with 
ttlterrfiu^n T’ r", 'kttaof the major 

™thefJ™fm":f‘ ““ ■>'-™f--ned 

is:^iSS 

eSSSSHkF 

Sm aS’S '£■ S 

Was accordinwJv rent frt i "v* • Nicol 

form him i„ ?l,a ' 'P' Munro to in- 

Tent encampment armfit »k from their pre- 

^«ior Monro cautioostdSj;’J:;f^^^^^ 

at- 
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attention to military order and the art of war ; he 
ordered a battalion of fcapoys to be placed in a 
village in front of the left wing, and beoc. Mair 
with his ralTalla of cavalry in a zjpe in front of the 
right wing, and other ncccftary guards were ad* 
vanced, and precautions taken to prevent a fur- 
prize, Thif better to blind the enemy, and 
make them believe that \vc meant to attack their 
inirenchments by a regular fiegc, major Champion 
the field officer of the day, was, early on the mom- 
‘ingof the ^5(1, ordered out with all the bililars to 
ereft (a good way in frontj falfc batteries, that th» 
enemy might have no fufpicion of our defign at 
night. But Sujah af Dowlal^prevenied ourfeheme 
by marching out of htsintrenchments, and oftertng 
us battle. After break of day, major Champion 
difeos'ered movements in the enemy's initcncK* 
ments, which indicated preparations for battle. 
At firft, he only imagined it to be a detachment to 
oppofe the building of our ftiam batteries j but it 
turned out to be the enemy’s whole army. When 
major Champion had perceived that it w'as the 
enemy’s tvhole army, and that they were march- 
^ ing down to attack us, he gave Information thereof 
to colonel Munro, who could fcarccfy credit the te- 
'mcrity'of Sujah al Doukh, tvhich was the rcafon 
we were fo long in forming our line of battle. They 
advanced flowly, now and then firing their can- 
non. Major Champion returned to camp with his 
fcapoys andbildars, and major Munro ordered the 
tents to be ftruck, to be rcady-to form in order of 
battle, which was done agtcc.ablc to orders that had 
been iiTued out the ijihinft. Captain Morgan 
who commandeda battaUonof fcapoys, and had the 
. I ' ad* 
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■vanccd foft at a fmall village in front of tl e left 
\Ying of the fionlUnewisctdercdtojoin the army- 
I'hcy made a fhocking fctr«f ; mftcad of march- 
ing like folillcrs, they ran like a \ ock of fheep -~ 
Lieuienani Mair was onUttd into ihc rear with \\\i 
raffalla, and to take upon him the command of the 
whole of the black cavalry, amouming to about 
3500. The troops were tanged in battalHa about 
nine o’clock in the following manner : 

A front and rear hnc, and corps de referve. 
The front lineconfiftedof ihcktng’s troops ,ad«3ch- 
mentfrom Bombay, ttio companies of the Utnsal 
■battalion, four battalions of leapoyc, four twtlve 
pounders, ten fix jV>undcf<, and two houitaers. 
The king's troops to the tight of the centre, the 
■ company’s to the left ; tvso battalions of fcapoys to 
the right of the king’s, tv.o to the left of the com* 
pany’si betwixt the king’s and company’s troops, 
Jour fix pounders? betwixt the king’s troops and 
the feapoys.a twclve.afix pounder and a hov\ii2er; 
betwixt the company’s and the Icapoys, the fame? 
To the right of the teapoys, a twelve, and two fix 
pounders ; to tlje left, the-famt:. 

The rear hnc confifted of the company’s bitta-' 
lion, four battalions of fcapoys, four fix pounders, 
and tw'o three pounders belonging to captain 
• Smith’s battalion, which they were indulged with 
for their gallant behaviour under heut. Gljn in rc* 
puffing feven thonfand of the enemy. 

The company’s battalion in the centre of the 
lin'e was divided by tv.o,fix pounders ; to the right 
of the Europeans, as well as the left, there were 
, two battalions of feapojs, ‘and a fix pounder to 
- . ' ' * the 



ysf\i . 

the Tight, and another to the left ; the Teapoy guns 
remained uith their battalion. 

The corps de refcrve coafiftcd of the grenadiers 
and the Lucopcan troops of cavalry, and were fta; 
lioned about fifty pacts fton> the centre In the rear • 
of the* front Jme. 

Major Champion commanded the right of the 
front line, major Stibbert the Icfc, major Pimble 
the rear Ime, and captain George Hay of. the ca* 
valry the corps dc reierve. ^ , 

We had a morafs to .our Icfr, in front of one 
Jefe wing was a village, m front of the right wing 
was a zopc, the fpace bet\\ ixt the village and zope 
was a plain •, to the right of ths zope was another 
village whicU was beyond the right of our line ; in 
the rear was a village into which all ihe baggage of 
the army was ordered, and the black cavalry, of 
which we had about fifteen hundred , and four com- 
panies of Teapoys were ordered as a proteftion to it, 
under the comraind ofjieotenanc Mair. 

Sujah,al Dowlah advanced firing his large can- 
non, which reached os before our’s could do execu- 
tioh? a large body of the enemy paraded behind 
" thi village which was our advanced poft, and 
JO'^rching round were coming through the morafs 
to atnek our left flank; but on captain Hay who 
commanded the, body of referve, marching up to 
cover our flank funtil half a battalion of the front 
line, and half a battalion of the rear line fell back 
agreeable to tlic plan of the battle, to make a face 
of an oblong fquare) they were furprizsd Into a 
lulj, .and our guns being brout»Iit to bear upon 
tliem they vent off, and collecting inalargcr body 
made a crcic into oitr rear, and attac*;ed lieu:. 

Mair 
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Mair who commanSed the baggage guard . from 
their numbers the enem) obliged our cavalry to 
leeh. proteflion from ou lines i luut Virtue % ho 
commanded the four companies of feapoys betook 
himfelf to the village in the rear, and defended 
himfelf until the guns of our rear line made 
way for him to join the army The enemy uho 
thought the) had gained an advantage in beat- 
ing our cavalry, were going to attacl our rear 
ju^ , however their courage faded them, and only 
a few advanced and fought for death in the Mcl 
of honour An olRccr of rank advanced up to the 
grenadier company, who defired him to give his 
arms up, but this he rcfulcd to do, and upon make- 
ing a cut at one of the grenadier companv, he re- 
ceived him upon his bayonet and d feharged his 
piece at the fame time ® 

<1>= enemy 

front of the right tying tth.ch they fred very 

A 1 °"^°" “ "P'"'"’ 'rouienent heak, 
not y toT°'’‘*i battalion of fea- 

inner r 

Siibbert who coirraandcd the left w.ng a„,| .j^n. 

Village, and took their cannon Lieutenant Har- 
per, 
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•per, with captain Smith’s battalion of feapoys were 
aftcrwaros ordered to reinforce him. ' 

The enemy ^^ere now come pretty near us, 
major Munto therefore ordered both the lines to 
march'to the right; thetroops havingcrolTed themo- 
rafs to the left, he ordered the front line to charge. 
When the enemy fiw our line advancing, they hecl- 
edoffto the right, and marched out upon the plain. 
Summerow v/ith his feapoys, and fix pieces of fmall 
cannon,, mounted in the European manner, went 
off in excellent order. When the enemy in our 
rear failed m their attack upon,. our rear lines, and 
our guns begun to play upon them» the line gave 
a great fiiout; the enemy imagining from this 
that we had gamed fome fignal advantage over 
them, retired upon our line advancing: but the 
true caufe of their going off uas the lofs of their 
guns which played upon our right; when the 6ne- 
my loft thefe guns, their left was drove through the 
zopc upon their centre. This occafiohed fome 
confufion amongft them ; they were focrouded be- 
twixt the village to their right, and the rope to 
their left, that they were obliged to extend their 
line upon the plain to the right,; this wasnet done 
by the enemy with an intention of quitiingihe field 
6f battle, but our front line advancing sc this junc- 
ture of time, that which they meacc oily as room . 
for aftion, ended in a real retreat. When our fea- ' 
poys in advancing obferved the enemy marching 
out upon the p'arn, ihcyga-.c a ding, or 
huzza. at the fame ^m•c3/'^azn l\V»jffTg*s bseo- 
hon advanced out of rhe hot, anf h a moft corfo- 
ful manner fired their pieces cr.d advanced i”!* 

very irregular msimer jo the enemy’s 
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ments, who had left them uogaardcdln their rearJ 
while this was going on in front, lieutenant Nlcol 
lyho had advanced to the village on .the right with 
major Stibberds battalion, and lieutenant Harper 
\^ho had*jolned him with captain Smith’s battalion,' 
matched llralgTit on to Euxar fort, which the enemy 
had deferted as well as their trenches.' The ene- 
my had not gone far into the plain when they made 
a fort of halt, and feemed as if they had had an jn- 
cUnation to return and attack us again ; however* 
they went off, and fcemingly very dlfconiented*. 
The advanced battalions of fcapoys kept march- 
ing on until they came to a nullah, a little beyond. 
Buxar fort? major Munro came after with th^ 
whole arm}', and encamped upon its banks. There 
was a wooden bridge over the nullah built by the 
enemy; on their retreat the numbers which croud- 
cd over it broke it down, and when our troops ar* 
rived, they beheld with ^compaffioa, number of 
futiers and followers of their wmp in diftrefs, en- 
deavouring to fave ihemfelves and their properties 
from a vickotious array, who looked upon them 
and their all as their juft right by conqutft. Mcn^ 
women, boys, girls, were promifeuoufly flicking 
in the nullah, uhich uas almoft dry from water, 
but there remained a deep thick mud which there 
.was fcarce a polnbility to pafs ; they endeavoured 
to lead through camels, hotfes, taloo-horfts, and 
bullocks laden s\ith goods. 

. The enemy were ib conRdent of victory, that 
when they marched out and offered us battle, they 
left all their tents pitched, and in this manner fell 
into our hands, bvfides goorls which ueic taken in 
boats, £cc. amo-amej to upwards of four lacks of 
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rupees. ^Wc toolc m the field nnd in the intrench- 
niencsi65 pieces of cannon. We had near eight 
hundred men hilled and wounded in the aftion; 
the enemy's lofs \vc could not fo wcllafccrtain, be- 
caule their horfe carried them from the field as 
they fell, but their lofs muft have been very great, 
for our artillery wasucU managed. 

The major turned Buxar fort into a ftorchoufc 
and hofp.ial, the enemy expeiienced his humanity 
from the care he ordered to be taken of thofe of 
their ounded who ere taken. 

This viftory due to the fkill of the commander, 
and the valour of his troops, cleared thekmgdomof 
Bengal of a formidable and moft dangerous enemy, 
and by tnapr'Munto’s conduCtand management, 
a mutinous army nhen he took the command, 
was brought to excellent order and difciphne , his 
march and difpofiiion in the field of battle can- 
not be too much commended. The colonels emi- 
nent fervices merited the command of Bengal or 
Madrafs j his timid prcdecelTor nas on the ey£ of 
■being appointed to the government of Bombay , as a 
rev.ard for the exertion of his military abilities In 
J 764. Major Munro is the man to whom the Eaft 
India company o\se their prefent exiftcnce m 
Bengal. ' ' 

We remained four days* at and near Buxar to 
bury the dead, to colle« 5 t the enemy’s guns and 
flores, and make ourfeivcs fit for aftion again. 
The 25ih,^nia]or firHobcrt Fletcher joined the ar- 
my, and in the evening a detachment of 200 Eu- 
Kjpears, rank and fife, three battalions of feapojs, 
200 black cavalry, two fix pounders, and oiie 
twcUe pounder, were ordered to be ready to 
" ’ march 
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march Tinker his command the next raornlnr.' 
The intention of this detachment was to fall upon 
^erear of the enemy as they were croiling the 
Ganges; but the colonel receiving information that 
moft of them had got over, the detachment did 
not proceed and he crolTed the Ganges on the 
’27ih with the whole army a little below Buxar 
fort, leaving an officer with four companies of fca- 
poys to defend that fortrefs. 

_ We did not now enter Sujah al Dowiah’s domi- 
mons h tc major Carnac’s detacitment, we did not 
march like ruffians makiog depredation wherever 
firJTrrf’'""'' "" opprefTed^the innocent 

nat?onil,rr liken civilized 

nation whofe honour tvas at (hke, to chaftife the 

prince who had infulied the Engl f|i (lag the cam- 
the lo ’’ "’I’at^niight be . 

oblite him"Jf »» attempt in futurl and 

Sl lr Monro ir“‘r f«- the ptefent. 

otder^"'^^'“ =5''’’ PVeLt the 

.heVIs"‘'”i^v",l”'^‘‘'i®'^ S'* of 
/re to theVilLtges wuT^ 

leveritv Maine 'P "11 'I'O utnioft 

lowing manner; * “ repeated in the fol- 

■without a rpeciaiTrder°"nho'^ whatever, 

therein contrary to thefe orde^'m n w ti'teaed 
h- hanged in light of , howTr "*’' 

blact 


|[ 6 * ] 

bhck troops.” And to prevent, if poiTible any of 
the men mruriing the penalty of difobeying thefc 
orders The major on the ad of November, ordered 
'* a company of feapoys to attend at the head 
quarters, in order to be pofted at the different vii- 
fages as the army pafics to prevent their being 
plundered or burnt.** Notwiihflanding thefe 
precautions, on the 5th) a mogul was detedled 
plundering, and as the major was decerminea to 
have his orders obeyed, he ordered the mogul to^ 
be hanged in front of the camp, athve o’clock the 
famcevenmg. This day the 5th, was a very long 
march, which was occationed by the major’s defire 
to reach the Gumpty river, over which we were 
obliged to conftruft a bridge, and on the ycb in 
the afternoon wc crofied it. . 

On the 8th we encamped near the famous city 
of Benaras, and immediately after the major il- 
fued out the following order. “ None of the 
troops or followers of the army are on any account 
whatever to go into Banaras, or out of the limits of 
the camp, on pain of being feverely puniOied, and 
if any perfon ts dcrefled plundering, he is to be 
immediatelv hanged.” And next day a detach- 
ment confifiing of a captain, two fubalterns, two 
ferjeants, two drummers and fifty rank and file, 
were ordered to do doty in Banaras, and to be re- 
lieved every 48 hours ” This was in confequence 
of a treaty betwixt major Munro and the inhabi- 
tants of Banaras, m regard ranfoming the plate, 
which was fived from plunder for four lacks of 
ilipces, winch ought to have been four times that 
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■' We found the Icing of Delhi Shaw Allum atBa« 
paras with a few forces under his command In 
confeuuencc of a negociation which was on foot be* 
twixthimand the’ major for inveftlng him with 
the dominions of Sujah al DowUh ; a battalion 
feapoys were ordered on the 20th to ehcamp in 
front of his camp on the Allahabad road, as a fafe 
guard for his majefty ; and as the major thought of 
marching farther into the country' after Sojah al 
Do« lah, he ordered on the fame dav : ** Mr. Wood 


Dow lah, he ordered on the fame day ; 

IS to acquaint major Munrb how many carriage 
bulloclcs are in the dificrent buzars ; how many 
there are remaining of the company’s carriage bul- 
locJcs, and to enquire if any are 10 be had with 
proper faddies and bags at Banaras j or if they are 
to be got in the country by any means, and to 
find out if carts or any Other methods are ufed in 
this country for carrying grain over land, he is al- 
to to let him know the quantity of grain now in the 
Doats; and the contraaorsare ordacd on ihczzd 

provide birculc for the men according to cuftom 
immediately, and what elfc he Diould have for the 
ule of the army. 

On the 25th the king was fainted with nineteen 
guns on tne treaty being ioncluded betwist him 

It was in orders the day before, for fbeh of the 

in m ‘™S. Jind W,(h him joy of being put 

Knfr" d r“^’, ^’'>"■'=1''^ country' by the 
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k cdptain is gold mohurs, and thred 
by a fubaltern.** 

Things being thus fettled with the king, the 
fna^or before he left the army to proceed for his na-‘ 
tive country, willi'd to reduce the ftrong fort of 
Chunar ; however in this he did not fucceed. A 
detachment of two battalions of feapoys, and two 
liundred Europeans rank and file,, including the 
pioneer company, with a captain of artillery, twro 
twelve pounders, two fix pounder^, one eighr inch 
howitzer and two royals, bcfidcs two cighteert 
pounders, which were fent up the river in the ar- 
med boats, and they pafled Chunar-Fort m the 
night time. Major Pemble of jihe Bombay de- 
tachment had the comntand, and was ordered 
march and hy liege to the fbrt. Captain Fohef 
who had been appointed field engineer, was or- 
dered with the detachment with 500 bildars with 
pickaxes, &c 300 hfears, and 60 carpenters with 
felling axes, &c, 

Chunargurr fort in the Hindofian js fituated 
upon the Weft fide of the Ganges. The day af- 
ter the detachment inarched and let down before 
the place, the major marched up wnth the army, and 
encamped upon the eaftern banks oppofite 10 ihp 
fort, where he creded a two gun battery ,“i which 
was of no other fen’-icc than annoy Irg the eneiry* 
in their houfes by the river fide. 

The major at thij time received information that 
the enemy w ere making hci^d to return and try theif 
fortune once more m the field He therefore ori 
the 28th gave out the order of battle, fiiould the 
army come to aftion. 
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'Major PemUe reporting the breach praflira* 
ble, It was ftormed ijfcxt morning an hour before 
day. Our men ac firll marched up the hill with 
'the greateft refolution, but large fVones which the 
enemy rolled on of the breach, and on each fide 
of It threw them fb often down, and rolled them 
back again by twenties at a time. What with their 
endeavours to clamber up fo ileep a rock, and 
their being To often tumbled back by large Hones 
•rolled down upon them, our people were at laft 
lo fatigued, that theyivcie obliged to give it up. 
Captain Dow who commanded a battalion of fca- 
po>s, now a lieutenant colonel in the fer^-icc, and 
his ferjeant were the only two that got up to the 
they -remained 

fome little time unfupporttd, at laH, they were rol- 
Jton the others i captain Dow from the 

b?! bottom of the hill, hisfkullv.asfraftured 

■panned ^ 

mioT “Fonme to fay 'the bad difpontion 

major Fombltf made of th= ftoiming parfy, was' 
the reafon of bur mlfcarnaoi. xk & 

;j*&poys m fro'::!tf':KdJs'':o5'“^,tmn:i 

aiSifasH 

fifteen 
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iifrttn Aen taken pbficffion of the balUon clofe td 
,'thc right of the breach on the firft day’s aiTault, it 
would have fecured to us the nrft. This was en- 
deavoured to be reftified oji the 4th, when we again 
ilormed the place, butk was too late then, ^ The 
enemy’s fpints were revived by our rcpulie* they 
defended the place much better on the fecond at- 
tack, and rolled fuch amazing quantity of ftones, 
that our people could not enter the breach, though 
they did every thing which might be expected of 
brave men ; they were therefore draw’n off when 
day appeared, j 

Major Munro on the. 5th, (hewed the fenfe of 
this mifcarriageift the following words. ' 

** The commander in chief- is fully convinced 
from the report major Pcmble has made him, that 
the two affauks made on ChunarTort mifearrying, 
wasmvtng to no -misbehaviour of the troops, but td 
the fteepnefs of the afeent, and fo many being dif* 
abled by the number of large Hones which were 
tumbled down from the breach ; he is much obli- 
ged to the officers for their gallant behaviour, and 
defircs the men may be affured he (hall always re- 
gard them in the fame manner as if their cndcavouc 
had been attended with fuccels ” 

, We had not many men killed at the two attaclts, 
but great many bruifcd from the Hones. Mr. 
Wilding, a cadet, was left mucli wounded at thd 
hill, of which he afeenvards died he was brought 
off by two feapoys, for which brave aflion they 
y-ete appointed tamldars, by order of major fir Ro-* 
berc Fletcher, commanderof the company’s troopa, 
which was a judicious and well-timed promotion^ 
as an encouragement to future afts of bravery. 
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OH tfie 6th, the army matched bacJt to Bcnarali 
and encamped there theyth, but before the major 
raifed the fiege, he, on the 5th, gave out the follow-" 
ing order: ^ 

‘ As an adion is foon ettpefted with the vizier,- 
It becomes neceflary that the detachment fhould 
join the army, leaving a fufficient force to pre- 
vent provilions and ftores being brought into the 
Joti i the adion being over,- the fiege will be cat-: 
ned on again.’* 

tolleaed together his 
''“™":l>>ng towards us, audit 
K thought he would attack us again. Major 

n Eenaras on the ^h of December, gave out the 
order of battle, (hould the army com! to adion J 

ofdef oVn?e'""Tl"' to form in 

Thedetaehm ’ ''dh the guns in the intervals, 
rifims and^Uo? '"^1'°'’“ ''''' "> Pto'’'"' pro^ 

joined the atm" ''"®*'’"’™ L. 

veSem' fpot°f<!;-’ rovedn|B™nrms'‘ln°d 

'.f^r.^-of srfe - 

Su'’rtfvaT:fBla"“"r“?'-^^ 

-tckeptincond„ua.aLmtf^-|r:r&'h-: 

njarchinff 
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marching down to attack iis; every precaiitioT^ 
was therefore taken to prevent a furpnze. The 
king encamped iiMth the few troops he had on the 
v/elt fide of the Ganges, oppofite to Bsnaras, and 
the major fent captain Dow with his battalion of 
fcapoys as his body guard. Our advance polls 
and Sujahal Dowlah’s Hying parties of horfe were 
always’^ a fkirmifiiin". We cannot conceive the 
meaning of major Munro laying fo long at Bcn- 
cras mactlva with his victorious army, except he 
had pofitive orders from the council at Calcutta not 
to proceed farther up the country. On the 5th of 
January 1 765, the following order appeared : “ Major 
Munro being now to quit the army, once more re- 
turns his ihanksto the army in general for their good 
behaviour fince he has had the honour to command 
them ; and if ever it be in bis power to oblige any 
of the officers in particular, it will nor only give 
hm infinite pleafure, but they will find him both 
ready and willing.” ‘ 

The major fee off for Calcutta next day, accom- 
panied by many of the officers 

The command of the aimy devolved upon ma- 
jor fir Robert Fletcher. 

' If we confidcr impartially all the difadvantages 
under which major Monro look the command, his 
atchievements and the happy confequenccs of Ins 
glorious and fucceCsful campaign deferve the high* 
eft commendation and the everlafiing gratitude of 
the company, uhich they fhould have manifefted 
before now, by a confpicuous reward of his eminent 
fervjces. '1 he army indcr hi*; prcdeceflbr having 
pntertamed an unfavourable opinion of his military 
conduct and abilities, had been made contempt!^- 



Wo to an cnterprizing prince, jealous of the ag- 
grandizement of merchants become fovcrcigns,' and 
who vyas apprehenfive of their hondc intentions j 
?iftcr the nabob of Bengal was become tbslr M'rctcli- 
cd too! and fubdued pcnfioncr. The ncgledt of 
difciphne, and uopardonablcovcrnght offubordina- 
tion, added to the mifeonduft, irrcfolittion, timi- 
dity, injudicious and contradictory orders of their 
commander, in dilheartening the troops, difufed to 
aa in the field oCenfivcIy, and with that vigour svhicf) 
ts .the foul ot tnilttary operations had imbibed 
in.thetr minds that dcfpicabic iilca of their lead- 
ers which made them prone to difoider and rhu- 

cin^'. V / • 

in, hi!?' Ibe beginning to the 

"W-tigo, which reflfas ho- 
nour upon his neadmefs, valour, and faeacity that 
Jit was lit to cohunaod .foldiers. He fntiniidatfd 
WoTofiTJ-'™"”""* "> cate, on^he firft 
mSS Til ''''■content! encou- 

raged them by his ocampleand his kindnef. when 

aXtaSeVr ‘‘"'y > puoilhil^oS 

Ch W a ' r"’ r “ '"S “'Cic deferts ; and 
thU vcrTar„vlh-'['''f uT’ vtSoriouS 

alSh ioM'cdbySujah- 

p'Smiun ermrand 

overma?'h?-rL— 

fommanded. “■b'Pns, when properly 

Clip’s ™i,S;i,7r?;:ti'’'^ 

the effects of his*^ civil and '^i ' 

there, as every unpreiudierd ''' 80 ''"'“"^ 

ferved, were fo-erllv'^felt I ° deader mud have ob- 

and deftrtictive of the com "'‘'"'‘''"‘I'.. 

' s reputation and 

prof- 
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^'rorperlty. Inftead of maWog_ efFectua], jullice ani’ 
pcrfonal fccunty, by an equitable adminiftration 
throughout the Bengal provinces, the immenfe » 
riches of many of the Indies were locked up, 
which if openly employed in Commerce, would 
have Jjrovea of an immenfe benefit to thefe coun- 
tries, and eventually to this kingdom. There was 
during his unpopular government, no money to' 
aniwer the purpofei of the Induftrious husband- 
man, mcrfchdnt and manufacturer. The natural 
fertility of thefe provinces was rendered ufcleti, 
and in danger of being inevilabiy ruined, and the 
ample field whtch fhould have been openfed for thd 
itioft ftrenuoUs eVertion of all Human abilities, and 
Ibon put thofe proVincci on the moft fiourifiiing; 
condition, to the great advantage of the BritilK 
Hate, was become a feene of rafiine and defolatlons 
an uncontrouled rrionopoliamg committee, to which 
the noble lord preGded, \Vis deftructive of that 
freedom and induftry which mike a commercial 
Country profperoua ; they were continually infufing 
into the minds of the directors erroneous opinions 
to favour fuch fchemes as were moft conducive to- 
their private view^, and fome of the company's 
fervants, gentlemen of thegreateft honour and in- 
tegrity, hno'w how the credulity of the rulers at 
home have been irtipoftd upon Nothing, there- 
fore, but the effjlblbhment by parfiament, of thd 
ftrongell conftitutional checks on the executive 
I^ower in Bengal can ever (ecure to the natives ot 
tbo'e who fettle there under Britifh protection, an 
equitable admihiftration. 

All the world knows at this time the power 
*^h'ch the noHc lord aiTumed of obfiructing, ■p®*’"’ 
1* verting, 
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verting, and in6ucncing the due courfe of 
his lordfhip whh his kerct committee, made no 
. icruple in all cafes of fcizing tlieir fellow fubjcctv 
of impnfoning and tranfporting them to Lurope 
\Vuliouc trial, or any form ot legal procefs ; they 
increafcd all kinds ofopprefliion ihrougli the coun- 
tries of the nalMbs, forced to give them a fanction y 
tliejf pretended thfcy had authority to prevent any 
BritiJhfubject \\homfocvcrfrom refiding or efia- 
bl._n„ng h.mfjf, even ni.houi the compart, ’stem- 
tones in India. ^ ^ 

■ The inhabitants could never be fecure either in 
perfen or property as long as the mayor's court at 

munT'^nV”'' eovernor and 

Sd n J“'’/‘l'«ion of his niajelly’s courts 
fliould not be confined within the Maratia ditch, 
Whtch futrounds Calcutta, but extend to all the 

b°« the^rame‘r°T"“’r"n"? 

tial diftribution ofludiee. H hr l, V''' 
they will nialvc fnri rt i hoped, that 

•oallthegiaring aLfeftdTexatron “ ""S 

rorts of depredadons ^y all 

India, which harbeenit'ifh”'” l«Mnnpping in 

I>y the company' TXr t 

the Icgillature, It is ncceffi Ptetended fanction of 

“f-.th^ 3.ft fta; cf“ch«tTp en'. 

titled 
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titled *“^An act for the better fecuring the libeitjr 
of the fubject, and for prevention of iniprifonments 
beyond feas^” u was enacted that “ if any inhabi- 
tant of 'England fhould be feized, jmprifoned, 
tranfported, or put a prifoner into any places be- 
yond the feas, contrary ro that act ; eveiy fuch im- 
prifonment flrould be adjudged illegal, and the 
party aggrieved might thereupon maintain an action 
oraciionsof folfe imprlfonment againft the perfon 
or perfons who fo imprifoned him ; or againft any 
perfon or perfons that Jhould frame, contrive. 
Write, feal, or counlerngO any warrant or wiittng 
for fuch commitment, detainer, imprifonment, or 
fliould be advjfing, aiding, or afliifting in the,ikme, 
t»r any of them ; and the plaintiff in every fuch ac- 
tion fhould have judgment to recover his treble 
corts, befides damages * which damages fo to be 
given, it is enacted, (hall be no leA than'five hun- 
dred pounds? in which action no delay, ftay, or 
flop of proceeding, by rule, order, or command^ 
nor ho infraction, 'protection, or privilege whailbe- 
ver, nor any more than one importance (hall be al- 
lowed, excepting fuch rule of the cod whereon the 
action lliall depend, made in open court, ihall be 
thought in juftice ncceffary for fpecial caufe to be 
fcxprefTed in the fald rule: and the perfon' or 
perfons who fhall knowingly frame, contrive,' 
write, ftal, or counterfign any warrant for fuch 
commiimenr, detainer, or tranfportation, or fiiall 
commir, detain, imprifon, or tranfport any perfon 
or perfons contrary to this act, or be any ways ad- 
vihng, aiding, or nffifting therein, being lawfully 
fonvicicd thereof, (lull be difabled from thence- 
forth to bear any oilicc pf trull or profit within the 
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• England,. or any of tl,=-<loininiop 5 

thereunto belonging , and fliall incur andfufferth, 
pains, penalties, and forfeitures limited, ordered, 
And provided in and by the nature of pen-erfiiin 
and premunire, made in the (ixth year o( king Ri- 

from'^th^'w “"a’ ?"‘*l>''>"“pnbie of any pfrdoii 
from the kin^ his heirs or fucceflbrs. of the faid 
forfeitures, loffis, and difabihties, or any of them ^ 

fu4cK hat”’" “a-’’' ""‘j"’’ Eritifh 

Sri a JuL ' ■♦3‘i article of Magna 

fieemanllll i'^avocable, ••No 

by the law of the land.’: E'"*- <"■ 

fbrce"into‘confiJe°mcnta^t'car =nd carried by 

orders, • fent to his lorf^' 

fhe noble meWenrlrf * 

"a tegardt^o thilobfJete Taw S’ 

by the martial laws It b ’ , ^ cancelled 

Erirlni fubjcfls Ihould how ever, that all 

ver is conducive to their f 3'"“'"!'^'* " “E whate- 

!a befianc^'" .“t' -owed'^thi; praflice 
‘al bws of this tha fundament 
to Ifidia \h the company’s 'J'? 

the privileges ef'rh^r k- had forfeited 

by f.ch end: 

amhcp* 
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^ulhqmy fhey can have over their pwn -fopenof 
fen’anrs There is therefore, for the fake of pub- 
Jic credit and fecurit), not only a neccUiiy for de- 
claring all fuch fLizurcs and traafporlations illegal, 
but foreftabhfhing fuch legal penalties an i forfei- 
tures, upon the plan of the adl already quoted, as 
^all effeaually prevent fuchopprelTiOnsin future, 
and as the Bnnlli legiOaturc is now acquainted with 
the enormities that ha\e been p aftifcd in B-ngal, 
they will prevent in future the pnciice ot the com- 
pany's feizing, irapnfomng, uanfporting and 
turning their fellow ful^ects ainatculed and 
iieard 

The powers of molclhng Btittfh fubjects efe- 
blifhcdin India, ts equally unjull and repugnant to 
the real miereft of the acquired provinces m Ben- 

f al Every encouragement Ibould be givpn to 

uropeans to co out and eftabhfh ihemfelves in In- 
tlia, for the Srcuriiy of tbefe acquifitions, and for 
fhc inftruction of the natives in ihe ufeful arts, m 
the cultivation and manufacturing of all the arti- 
cles produced in ihefe countries, as there is great 
room for improvements in nioft of thetp 

From what we have alrpady publiDied, it is ei i- 
dentihat the dominions in Bengal can never prof- 
pet under fuch an aligarcby Now is the time for 
threat britain. to avail hetfelf of thefe advantages, 
which a fenes of fortunate circumftances have 


thrown m her way She has yet in her poltcflion 
the mo'f valuable provinces of Indoftan, which 
wuh proper management might be rendered the 
richelt jewel m ihi. Bruuh crown, by b mg made 
^n mexhauftib’e fource of cxienfive commerce, 
mnutije power and national wealth 
' Should 
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Should the afFairs ofthe company in Bengal con- 
tinue to be adminirtcred for a few years longer, as 
they have been forlbme years pafV, thefe countries 
asould be irretrievably ruined, and the exafperated 
natives would feek their own relief, or revenge by 
infurrections and maflacrcs If therefore the legi- 
flature (hould longer withhold their eflectual pro- 
tection and paternal care from the oppreded ellates, 
they will hazard all the tcfources which Bengal at 
piefent may be faid to offer to this kinndon f and 
If the proprietors of the Eaft l.adia Bock Ihould re- 
fufe their effectual and hearty concurrence in every 
the native inhabi- 
fh?hAf deferve to fuffer the loffesof 

IhaUhTinllreO “‘‘f "’“'"I 

pa.ibies:tht^;!‘^r„:^-rp^s^^^ 

iTdif "’1 

™i,ryTap:; 


-city, we fhall reco''rd“thc differed' “ “P"'" 

oences under which r i?' “"t* *'■ 

E.OTr,,1,„c,.:L ^ refort to the 
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. IS well known by the charters, and acts of 
parliament confirming them, which ate at_ pre- 
lent m force, and were origmall}' enacted with a- 
view only of fecuring to the company the exclufive 
right of trade to and from the Ealt Indies, that no 
Britiih fubjcct can fafely venture even to breathe 
the air of Irniia without having firft obtained the 
permiffion of the company ; thofe who refort there 
ip a military capacity are comprehended in. the di- 
•vers ftations of the fervice, from the common fol- 
dicr and cadet the general officer ; and the civil 
department includes. covenanted fervanis, free mer- 
chants, .or free mariners. . 

. In the regular courfe of the company’s bufinefs, 
as cftabllfhed after the union of the tv/o companies^ 
,it has been ufual except on fomc very particulaf 
occafions, for the civil fervahts to go out as wri- 
ters, not under, and generally at the age of fixtecn 
years, on their own petition and requed i and to 
f^ife by rotation -or feniority in India to the ftati. 
onsof factors, junior and fcnjoi merchants, court- 
fellors and governors. Such petition being confi- 
dered and granted by the board of directors, they 
offer to the’young candidate a long printed inden- 
ture to fign, as drawn op 'by their oyvn lav/yers, 
w herein among other articles, the youth is made 
to lign certain agreements and conditions between 
the company and himfelf, -as follow : 

** That upon the fpecial requeft and intreaty of 
him, N. the company has received him into tbeir 
ftryice, as their writer, factor, or ctherwife, to 
ferve them for the fpacepf five years, to be en>- 
ployed on their bufinefs jn any place within their 
limits, between the Cape of Good Hope and the 

ftreighis 
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ftre!gl.K of Magellan Md engage lo pay Mft fa? 

ihe fame the wages (efually fifteen pounds per an- 

flTevn” 

honeffi.'^nT/l^'^' 'J™' '"= "■“' ''erse (hem- 
dm of diligently, obferire and fulfil all or- 

Ind a feprefentatives ht 

break furh nrr^ ^ cndeavour to 

iudice • olue '*’* company’s pro 

if 111 dm r? '"‘"=11 intelhgcnce 

dm anT h,’, r"®.',- nf nr- 

pliv’s feerm •"'f “"neal the com- 

iovJnartmd Iw- " *’""=‘'“,"8 mmarkable that thK 

limited to lawful fecretl «ception, and not 
practice authorifed bv the Uws”7E'nnl‘'’d 

ftlf rod! 

affairs all term« ran^ Eaft Indis- 

nnd y«. it is poffible “r"thc 'Sfi Tnd' ^ 

bavefccrets, which it would b"ae‘ “'"P^"l'“’ 
for any Dritifl, fubjeetto con-eal 

covenants and a..rces that 7-r 
company’s fetUements k ’n leaves the 

djfthatge all fuch fume P?y/f 

ted to any of the blart ™ 1“% mdeb- 

ioany oLr lereignet Tr m''T- “r 

fubjects of h s "'"“"’“■'rr. notbe’ing 

tompany m'a'Te herSy ri,e“ ferf 

“ '1™ ‘^'-r fcrdnmcntswtthoutlllSSgmg, 
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all debts due from them to ific natives ; yet 
now make no fcruple of fuddenly forcing thole'" 
who have incurred their dlipleaftire to return to’' 
Europe, without ‘troubling themlelves about the^ 
juflice due to the natives \ becaufe, they have no- 
thing to fear from the'prefent nabob's in confe-^ 
qucnce of any compUmts which the natives can^ 
make. 

And upon condition of his keeping and per- 
forming his covenants, the company agree, that' 
for the faid term of jears,' he, the faid N. ihall be' 
freely permitted to trade and traffic for his own ac-' 
count only, from port to port in India, or elfe-' 
where within the limits aforefaid fbuc not to or 
from any place without the fame) without any in-'^ 
terruptionor hindrance from the faid company, or^ 
their fuccclTors ; fo as the faid trade be fubjeft to 
fuch rules and limitations’ as the court of dire£lors 
fhall from time to time direft or appoint, and be' 
not to the detriment of the company or their com- 
merce. And further, in cafe he the faid N* lhali 
w.ifte or make ufe of the company's treafure^ be- 
come indebted to the company, -or in any wife 
make default in performance of his covenants, in-' 
fuch cafe he (hall not be entitled to any of the ad- 
vantages intended him*, but on the contrary, Ufliall ‘ 
then be lawful for the company, or their governor 
and council to fcizc and detain the effefts of him 
the faid N. until faiisfaflion be made. And for as 
much as grievous complaints, as is faid, have been 
vo\V/t'LyrTfp’.niy, Vnift fevera'i ol fncir gover- 
nors,* counfcliors, fadois and other fervanis hai-e 
committed very heinous and grievous affairs in '■ 
their faftoiics, and other places within their faid 
• M limits 
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Jimtts rf. trade,- by unjoftly menacing, imprifon- 
jng, afiau tnig, abufing, pnU evil truting ibe M- 
tjves and black merchant!, ami by mean-, offuch 
'"juries have txmricd and 
forced great fums of money and other valuable ef- 
aTI'Z '"JU'/dl’urloo!, ,vhoby reafon of 
^vhn l?r rkis kingdom, and the 

rhe ft,r;; “ 

nnr? *‘'^ab!ed to obtain 


inri r^r,A r Vr f/^auied to Obtain 


the- M ’ “ *s alfo col'tnanted between 

that in 

W i?;? of nn/ luchvio. 

tp fend over^ rn ^ lattful for fuch injured perlons 
ircfdemeanor!. in.nridliVm f|'"'’“"‘’'’‘ 
the truth of fiirh '***^° lawful to tnuuire into 
means as they ^ 

to judee detilmln. equitable, and 

ra/atiMforthe^amc^ Patisfaamn ard re- 

panv for tho hn,, c made to the iaid com- 

ftid N. whn agrees fauhni'"^'"''’ 

awarded. ’ ® ’ faithfully to p,y ,he fums fp 

fnid, th^wreft'rvt'nrc^f^iB’"'"''^ lijppcn!,.as is 

bmation among tliemfclves adiXa-''H ^ r T' 
own accounts with fK* * pafs ih«r 

elude any res lav al,e„,°®‘’^">’- °^^tr to pte- 

it, 15 therefore furthlr 'L°" °J T'""' '’f '“lu 
' account of the raid N "H andyvery 

felted, ad ufled ''""J “rnpany. & 

ludius, fl-all it aiuX^ i" ■!-" Ea'ft ■ 

U open accounts furmed'and'" ’ 

^ ' ™'“ "uti prepared only for 
■ • ' ' (hs 
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"tlie inYpeclion'J correfbion, or approtatTon 6f the 
companv, and Ihall not in any arncTe bind or con- 
clude them. And the fald N. covenant^aifa, that? 
he wiU noc be cohcernld dircftly in^ 

anv fun of commerce from Europe to the Eaft*ln-' 
dies, or from thd Eaft Indies to Europe, on’ his‘ 
own account, under penalty of paying double the^ 
Value of all goods Co traded for, of forfeiting alf 
benefits ond advantages intended him by and from^ 
the faid'cbmpany, and of ccafing of.being ihciif 
fert'ant or dgenc. And in order to a difeovery of, 
and a fati^faibon for fiich illicit trade, the fald N. 
confents, that itfhall be lawful for the company to‘ 
file any bill or bills of difeovery agatnft him in the. 
chancery or exchequer, to which he will not demurjl’ 
or plead in bar' of difeovery, ftor alledge any maN 
tef whatfoever, whereby to pfevent or preclude 
the company from the relief fought by fuch bill : 
and in confideratmn of the'dlfcovery, or difclofure 
arifingfrom a“true aitd full anfwer of the faid K, 
the company agreed robe fatisfied for iho ^damages’’ 
On account of the faid illicit upon deceiving;' 
the fum of fifty pounds for every one hundred 
pounds of the goods fo traded for, in lieti of the 
aforefaid double value of the fame. And laftly, ic 
is provided dint if the laid N. contlnvles longer than 
the faid term of years in the fcrvice of the com- 
pan^C fuch continuance “(haU' be' u^oh the fame 
terms and conditions asa'C fprclfied ttr tKe'fatd in-’ 
denture ' 3 fave and exce^^ that if the faid JSb .Oxalf 
rjfe to any fupe'-Iur ilhtion, h6 fhall receive fuch' 
Uages as are ufoaDv paid to ofocers and fcfv’ants'ixir^ 
thi: like advanced ftationS'’* * * ‘ ’ 
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, To -one part of thefe indentures given to K. tf.e 
Mmpany s fccretary fets their common feal ; and 

toT’ ^ “■* f"' “f ‘he articled fer- 

8-vcs fecurity m the fum of dve 

?he 1°" 'i' of hit part of 

P nv fcr ,1, ' honour of the com- 

Sn ha,?^ '""?‘^n“f'heirs. The fame co- 

who «!^„t o„^"" “lually entered into by tfiofe 
with regard In 0*^*7 

for a larger fum. “ 'ocumy 

The writer gives fccilritv for the per- 

;forman=eofhia_„ve„a„tsi?JL , 

Faftor — -_ ** 

Junior Merchant ’ - 

Senior Merchant ^ " — ’ 

CounfcIIor “* 

Governor , ^ “ - 

been"ufuatSYhorrtremerwho‘"‘° j' 

denomination of-frecmerJt, " 8“ out under the 
as follows : morchants, are in fubllancc 

' obtained permiffion of'ih"' °™ fpoo'al requcll 

Paid unite^dcompanV^f ^" 0 °^ <>’ ‘*-= 

™nts, there to dwell aJ - ™“"’''th=ir fettle- 
free liberty to ufe and cjtcrcif?''^"’ ‘PS^'hof "’■‘h 
msrcein the wav' of “"y 'radc and com- 

ony commodities whatfMvJ'f"ro°'^ “J'’'/"''''’ 

*0 ro and from any 
ports 


£• 500 
1000 
2000 
3000 
4000 
10,000 
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To one part of thefc indentures given to X. the 
company’s fccrctary fers thejr common feal ; and 
the other part left with the company is executed in 
form, ‘ijrfaff the hand and feal of the articled fer- 
vant, who alfo gives fecurity m the fum of live 
hundred pounds, for the performance of his part of 
t))e covenants, and trufts to the honour of the com» 
pany for the performance of theirs. The fame co- 
venants have been ufually entered into by tiiofe 
whouencoucin any fuperior ftation, varied only 
wuh regard lo the period of Jervitude (if there is 
any diftcrence) a Urger falary, and giving fecurity 
for a larger fum. ' t> o 


C soo 
loop 
2000 
3000 
4000 
10,000 


The writer gives fecurity for the per- 
. formance of lus covenants in the 
. fum of — 

Hadlor — — ^ 

Junior Merchant ' 

Senior Merchant — 

Counfcllor _ 

Governor > ^ 


into which it has 
been ufual for thofe to enter pho go out under the 
feorntnatton of free nterchants, !re in fubftance 

obM-med*u^;n!'^'''“®rT“ “'™ *P==i=i 

Jaid uniie^ comnTnJ^^ dire^ors of the 

nicnts there rn^ H fomc of their fettle- 

iree liberty to ufc and together with 

conunoduies vvhatfocJet to^^L? foom a^ 

ports 
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ports and places in ‘the Eaft Indies, or elfewhcre; 
within the limits of the company’s charter, but not 
to ot from any place without the. faid limits. It is 
covenanted and agreed between the faid N. and, 
the faid company, that he the faid K. as alfo his 
wife, if he iliaU have any, together withfuch chilr 
dren and fervants as have the liberty of the faid 
company for that purpofe, fliall during the time of 
their refpecuvfi ahodesiin thcEafl; Jndies refide and 
dwell at as inhabitants thereof ; and lhall not re-j 
move to, or refide in any other place or pare of tlie 
Eaft Indies, fave at— 7-, ' and that N. if he lhall 
fo long live, fhall and will refide, and be at one or. 

’ other of the faid places for the term of five years, 
before his return to Great Britain, unlefs he lhall 
obtain liberty to , return fooncr, by writing from 
the court of directors : and that he will not receive 
any cooCrgnmenM from Great Britain,' except only^ 
for diamonds and diamond boart, or fuch commo- 
dities as lhall be licenfed .by the company, he N; 
paying to the company’s governor one per cent, 
upon the value of fuch confignments. And alfo, 
that neither he N. nor his wife, children or fer- 
’vanis, by his privity, lhall directly nor indirectly; 
write or caufe to be ijfiUicn over to Europe, any 
thing or matter relating to the company’s trade m 
India or Europe, except to the court of directors ; 
nor be concerned in any trade or merchandize from. 
Europe to India, or from India to Europe, other 
than fuch as be liccnfed by the faid company. And 
ajfo that he the faid N, will give a faithful account 
of his trade from port to port to the company’s gor 
yernor and council, at the place where he lhall rc» 
fide, in order for the fame to bs catered, in a rc- 

g.’ftcr 
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giftcrat the factory. And that he will pay all fucit 
duties and cuftoms as (hall be appointed by the' 
company or tlicir rcprcfcniatives, at the ports or 
place- where fuch trade Ihail be carried on; and 
will be fubiect to fuch other regulations, a> they" 
fball' think rcafonable, for the better governmenc’ 
of their trade in, to and from the Eaft Indies. And 
N. further agrees, that when ever the company,' 
or their court of directors (hall apj rchend his relb 
dcnce or trade, within the limits aforcfald, to bC 
intunvonient to them, and (hall thereupon order 
him' to remove to Great Britain, he the (aid N. 
fhail and will, within one year after notice, tranb 
port himfelf, family and cfieCls to Great Britain, in 
the (hips employed by the faid company and no o« 
thcr * which c0efts (hall be returned in diamond? 
or diamond boart, or fuch other commodities, as 
ihall from time to time be licenfed or allowed by 
the company, or elfe in bills of exchange draw n on 
the raid court of dircdlors and not dtherwife. And 
the faid company do covenant, promife and agree 
to and with the faid N that upon his obferving and 

pe prmmg the covenants’ and agreements, in the 

faUhfully and truly, he’ 
‘he company's protcaion, 
within the limits of their charter. And the faid N. 
fuller engages, that he will not trade, correfpond; 

petfons;- who do or Ihall 
radewtthm there hmits,' by or under, or by vir^ 

tL licence or author 

S ' “S' P^lhn or perfens; 

S aid 1 , ““1= t "1“ '«!' 

iott in ff ‘h^ carry- 

ngon of any dlegal, unlictnfed -or 'chndcftina 

trade • 
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trade whatever, nor wmingJy TufTer any damage 
or interruption to be done or given to the affairso^ 
couunerce of the faU company^ bur will do iti ' 
hts power to make difeoyery of, and to prevent 
ihe lame J aijdincafs thcfaid N. flia]! fail in the 
performance of ihefc covenant?, then by the 6rlb 
opportunity oSeriag, after order5. received fac that, 
purpofe, he the faid N, lhall ' tranfport ^ 
family and effects to Great Britain, in manner as. 
above mentipned .^ndmordcr toa difeovery of,, 
and fatUfaction for, any illicit trade, it is ?grecd,j 
as in the writcr^s covenant before fpecified, that ic 
lhall be lawful for the company to file a bil^ in th& 
court of chancery or .exchequer, .the ^company a-, 
gcecing, in confequence of any difclofure or dif- 
covery arifing from, the laid. w. apfwers to fuebr 
bill, to be f 4 H?fied with fifty pounds for every hun- 
tired pounds value of the goods fo traded for, to- 
gether with the produce of fuch iJtcit trade,'*, 
Thefe indentures arc alfo executed and interchan- 
ged In the planner and under the condition already 
deferibed. 

Free mariners who have been confiejered as a/ 
dafs of Icfs confdquencc, have ufuajly been per- 
muted to go out upon only giving fbcurity not to 
become chargeable to the company, Twocredv- 
tablc perfons are jointly and fcverally held and‘ 
njmly bound unto the united company of merchant^, 
of Lnghnd trading lo the liaft Indies, in the lunv 
of five hundred pounds of lawful money ofGreac 
Britain, to be paid unto the laid company, for.) 
mdcmnif^ing them m calc thefe free-mariners i 
mould become a charge to them The court of 
in coofrqujnce of this convention grant-. 
• • ' . then) * 
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them leave to refide in the Eaft Indies under ihclr 
prolectton, after they have given the fccurlty 
mentioned before, to indemnify the company, and 
the governors and councils of their fettlementsand 
factories in India, from and againlt all charges and 
disburfements whaifocvcr, which they may fullain, 
or be put irito for the fupport and mainicnancc of 
me free mariners ; bottf during their continuance' 
10 India, they receive no afliftance whaifoever 
from the company or their rcprefentativcs, then 
this obligation is void. 

Until the year *77®* ^ch have been the cove- 
nants and licences under which Britilh fubjects' 
have reforted to the Eaft Indies, for the purpofc of 
rending there as merchants or traders. About thaf' 
jme there had been many complaints brought 
home agamft the company and their fervantsfor' 
injuries fullamcd by perfons in India, in confe-' 
5uence of ths power aflumed by them of fcizlng, 
impnfoning and fending fclbw fubjects to Eng- 
and by force. To ihclc oppreflions many of the 
directors thcmfclvcs had been acceflary,^ by the 
r time totime 
and they were there-’ 
mbi fome evil confequcncc 

ft cen ?hemf.I order therefore, to 

ter^ned . .n 7. it uas de- 
Icpiflature for ^ farther fanctlon of the ’ 

icguiature for this unconftuutional power 'and un-^ 

i-i—. rbSSt^. 

bill' 
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biil (wliicli was at firll fpurioudyy called a Kill for 
compelling perfons difaiiflld the fcrvi e of the Laft 
India company, to depart from the haft Indies, 
and for better regulating the fervanis of the faid 
company, and for other purpofts 

The company not fucceetling rn attaining the 
new powers thOy aimed at by the bill fo introdu- 
ced, had recourfe to the covenants mentioned." 
which they new modelled, adding thereto luch 
claufc^ were thought neceflary fot fupplymg thd 
want of thefe powers, for which they had m vaiit 
applied to parliament 

The free manners ate now litenfed Only for a 
iraited time, which iS revocable, and they with 
force It"’ made liable to be fent home by 

u company 1 hey J. 

mfd '0 behave and conduft thcm^lves 

m ad refpeas conformable to the rules, orders and 

forcc’d"' ‘'’"c •‘'■itknient Nor td 

for e direaiyormdireaiy, or be irtany wife af- 
flftmg to or employed by, or for any forfigrtc ra- 

fouUtlc® “-o Laftindiest or any per- 

tou whaiibOver, who do or ftull, during the comi- 

to in'^tir "’•**’‘0. adventure Or trade 

in the limits'^f^n o'" dfcwhcre, with- 

der .! T °^‘''c<^'‘icoiifpanv’s trade, by or utr- 
Xce If alith”"" ""'-SO commilon, it 

default of per- 

*ntand coulml of. ''St 

ered afre, A,. ' . ll-rient Were inmow- 

cd quit the laiil ftr!""’ "" manner 

And ‘0 England, 

mu ,rt cafe ofrefufal ter fubrnicto thefe ordirs, it 

^ liaJl 
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ihall and may be lawful to cauft iny mariner for 
mUbehavlour^to be put forcibly on board any fbip 
employed by the company, for the purpofe of 
being tianfported to Great Britain at the company’s 
.exptnee. And further, by their covenant they pro- 
roife and agree to, that they lhall not nor will pro- 
fecute the company or their court of direaors,^or 
any of their prefidenta and council, commanderi 
or officers of any fuch (hip, in refpeft of fuch ap- 
prehending them,_ putting them on board forcibly 
and tranfporting them with their families to Great 
Britain. And in cafe any fuch action, fuic oj 
prolecuiion fhould be commenced, they agree 
with the fald company, that the general iflue may. 
be pleaded, and this indenture, or any other fpe- 
cial matter may be given in evidence by all or any 
of the defendants j tn her difeharge and defence 
thereof. And the faid united company covenanb 
' promife and agree, for thcmfelves and iheir fuc- 
cclTors, that in confequence of this covenant, the 
free mariners fiiall and may peaceably and quietly 
trade and traffic in theEaft Indies, and lhall enjoy 
the company’s protection. 

In the new indentures for'the civil fervants, all 
th= claufes and llipulations of the old ones, which 

were favourable to the company are refefved. and 

lorn ™ 'n fubftance as fol- 

fi emh“ “/ f'“''">»»tsrpccified, or 

StrorTi' any of the company's money 'or 

walike ftotcs,toIheVu“':!.brc l^tl" 

com- 
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ioropauyi or fliall without fuch licence, hold cor- 
lefpondence with any prince, nabob or country 
potter in India, or an) of xlieirminifters or Iball 
lupply, lend or procure for ih^ u)e of any foreign 
company, or perlom. inhng under the r authon- 
tyv any money at rclpondentia, or any other freu- 
nty, loan or engagement whatfoe\er, that toe x. n 
each and every of the laid cafe\, it (hall be la vful 
for the company or ihcir rep efentames, upon 
conviction thertof to fu pindor ttholl) ( ilin 1$ me 
delinquents from the company’s fervice, having 
firrt had notice given them of fuch an ufTtneCi 
and a rtafonable u ne allowed them to make their 
defence And it is fun her co\ enanted an i agreed, 
that If) cafv of fuch d ImUfioii or n i ale tliuf- cml 
fervints, fliall chooCc during the conunumce of 
their indentures, to quit or refign tht c mpany’s 
fervice, and tuch refignauon IhalT be acceptvd and 
agreed to by the company or their rtprefenntivcs, 
that in either of the laid cafe*- of difnnflion or re- 
Cgnation, u Ihall not b lawful f<r them to enter 
into any new commercial concerns , but never- 
ihclcfs they fiiall in either uf the faid cafes have 
liberty and authoriiy 10 fell ihcir mLrchandi2es 
and effects on hands, and collect in their outftand- 
ing debts And the faid civil fervanis ate alfo 
made to engage that they Ihall and will, v^itliin 
one year after luch difmifliion or refignauon iranf- 
port themfeUes and fam lies 10 Gfeat Britain in 
one of the company s ftiips and in cafe they (hall 
make default in this laft mentioned coienant they 
•do alfo thereby confent and agree that immedi 
atcly after fuch default, it lb ill be hwful for the 
faid company, or their reprefentatn gs, to caufc 
* them 
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fsmJViesto Great Brilain, after giving tt>cm twelve 

^o;\tlis AQticc .f*- 

Lxclulivc ot the indcnlurcs m-ntuneJ before^ 
svhich the compaajr’s civil tertfinu n, 'nop 

po rqceivt from the In Han (irinces any picf n s in 
inoney, jewels, la .ns, Uc in CQmpluntw wi h 4 
ycfolutiun of a general court of propruiors I hey 
hind thcmfelvcs rhat they flidl not nor wiU at any 
,times hcieatter Uuung the time they Ihall he em- 
-ploycd in the conipan/s f.rvic<., m any lU ion or 
capacity whaifotvcr, eithci by ihemleUcs ot 
any other pcrfoqs rthomfoover, in irult lor them, 
or for their ufe, direcily or indirectly icerpt, tike 
or riccive any gift or gravuity or lands, or runes, 
or revenues uiuing ouc of lands or any ternrorial 
polfeinon jorildicuon, d<»miniort, j>ower or autho- 
rity wJutfouver, from any of the Indian princes, 
fovetcigns, fuhjccis, or nabobs, or any of iheir 
mmifter*, fsrvants or agents, for any lervjccs, or 
upon any account or ptuence whatfoever, wichont 
phe licence or content of the court of directors far 
^he time being of the laid united conipiny, ligm- 
fied under their hands > nor (hall cr will .it any 
lime, directly or indirectly accept, take or itceWc 
any gift, reward, gta'intv, allowance, dona ion, 
or compenfation in money, efiects, jewtl>, 6 cc, 
from any ot the Indian princes or any of thar mi- 
niders and a«>ents, exceeding the value ot f Hr 
ihoufard topees, for any fcrvice performi.d bv he 
faid covenanted Ictvants ta adia wahuui iha 
fame licence or conient of the faid coo tor drec- 
tors , nor any fuch icwaid, grntviKy r donation, 
exceeding the value of one thouiand rupees, and 
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tjnder the Value of four thoufand rupees without 
the licence confent of the prcfident and council 
for the time being, - ‘ ' 

Gentlemen in the military fervice of the com* 
pany have till lately been ufed to go out, without 
.figning any covenants or agreements, as upon ar- 
rival in India they become liable to the macuat 
rlaw, agreeably to the act of the 27th of George II. 
and the articles of war cftabliflied in confequcncC*. 

• But they are no»v alfbobliged to enter into cove- 
nants. Thofe who cnIilV as common foldiers have 
.roc been yet deemed of confequ.ence fufficient to 
require covenants, for being generally friendlefs 
and unconnected, the company, have little to 
from them. The tyranneal practice of keeping 
up lock houfes for recruiting the forces of the com- 
,pany in the very metropolis of the Britilb cmplK* 
Iccms to have been imported from India ; there 

•thefe kidnapped wretches were kept clofe confined, 
without communication with their fnends,‘tlll ^he 
•company’s (hips were ready, when they were ffJ* 
creily conveyed on board. < 

The new indenturesdrawn up for the iDiltwry 
. gentlemen in the faid {ervice rcfpecc chiefly their 
.engagements not to receive prefents of the country 
.princes, and the company's, power of fending 
>them to Great Briiainv They covenant, prd* 

• mife, and agree that ihey Ihall not, nor will at any 
iirne whilft tmplojcd in the company's fervice, re- 
ceive any grant of lands, territorial poiTcfiions,&c. 

■from the Indian princes or nabobs or any of their 
.mtniftcrs, nor any reward or gratuity exceeding 
the value of four ihouflind rupees for any fcrviccs 
perfofmed, or to be performed by them in India, 

without 
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without tho Hite confcnt of the court of direct 
tors, nor ai>y gratuity ordoijatioo exceeding the 
value ot one thoufand rupees, and under the va- 
lue of. four thoufand rupees, without the 
liccnco of the prefident and 'council for tha 
time, being, All the overplus is to be conveyed* 
alTiSned/ and made over to the company for their 
foie and proper ufe and benefit, provided always 
that nothing contamed m this covenant {hall hin- 
der of prevent the gentlemen in the nitliiary fer- 
vice frpm accepting or receiving a ihare or pro- 
portion in relpecc to their rnilitary pods and na- 
tions, of any gifts or gratuity m money or effects 
v?hich»any Indian prince or lubah {bailor ma/ 
in time ol excrenie danger, necelTity, or emergency 
give or bellow on any of the miiitary officers or 
forces of the united compary ; provided fuch be- 
fore gratuity, he with the privity and confent of 
the governor and council of the prtfidency where 
tbefe ofheers or forces fliall be employed, and no 
othenvife: and provided, alfu, the fame is not ob- 
tained or enacted by compuJfion, or by way of 
bargain or contract for any fervice performed or to 
be performed j and as governor or prefident of 
any of the company’s fctiUmenis in India, fhair 
by virtue of his commiflion be authorized or in- 
tiiled to accept or re^clvc any ffiarc or proportion 
of any fuch gratuity oc.donatwu. And the rnUi- 
tary gentleman in the company's fcrvlce co-te- 
nant and agree that in cafe they ffiall be difmilTcd 
the company’s niihtary fvrvicc by fentcnce of 
court martiaborby a refoluiion or order of the prefi- 
dent and ccwjcii of fuch fcttlimcntv. here they fhall 

ferve 
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lerveor be; or as they ftiall otherwI{e Icgalfy quit 
the company s military iervicc, than in any or cr« 
iher of the laid cafes, ir ihall be lawful to ihcCi>ni- 
pany or their fcprcfentaiives, at any time after the 
expiration of fix calendar months next following 
fuen liifmlfllQn from or quitting the company's-mi- 
htary Icrvice, to carry and tranlport them at the 
expenct of the company toGreat Britain ; fuch ftea 
employed in the company’s fervice; as the prefi- 
dentand council fhall for that purpofe appoint; 

. ana m cafe of refufal, to repair on board fuch Ihip 
by the fpace of ten days after notice lhall be eiven. 
It fhall be lawful for the fald prefidsnt and coun- 
cil then in fuch cafe and they arc fully autho- 
.•;w« ^ detain and convey them for- 

cibly on board the faid ndps. 

Indentures; thafincafe 
ST f gentleman fliall be tlifmiind the fer- 

enber ot tne fa.d cafes, u „ jgfeej „ (,e lawfiil for 

liuheindenturesof themrifere .1. ' 

Had theleatUf thefe dnuerbeln'L'hl’/a,;;'’:": 

couragecFj 
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cddraged and attended to for the general advan3 
bgc, by -the direa:ors, without fufiering chofe 
pirry connealons which have of late diftraaed the 
company’s affairs, tofupprcfsthofe'aifts diftatedby 
reafon and equity in confcqucnce of their trufi: > ic 
is probable thefe immenfe fortunes which have been 
fo rapidly made in India by the company’s fer- 
vants, had not expofed the weaknefs and infufii- 
ciency of the coercive power of the gentlemen of 
the direction, over their fubflitutes ; but the (itua- 
tvon of their affairs ia Aila would have been fac 
more profperous than zz pxefent, and neither at- 
‘ tachmenis nor prefentadons would probably have 
been directed to thefe iniquitous courfes which 
ihey haye followed. 

There U likewife mentiori made, in the new co- 
venanii, “ that grievous complaints had been 
made of govcrncTs; couofellors, and other fervant? 
of the company having been guilty of evil treat- 
ing and unjuffly imprifoning the-natives and black: 
nierchaots, and by violence .extorting great fums 
of money frorn them ; whobyre.ifon oftheirbeing 
at fuch a diffance from this kingdoth, and the 
wholfcmc laws thereof, have been left remedilefs, 
and the company had not been able to obtain, fatlf- 
faction from them.” Anvl on this accoutre the 
company covenant with their feryants, “That it 
foall ba lawful for iucb injured perfonstofen’dover 
their complaints and aticllations to the court 
directors, towhom it ftiall be lawful tef enquire in- 
iq the truth of fuch complaints, and to judge, de- 
termine, and award fatisfactlon to the injuredi by 
all fuch navs and means as they fhull think iuft and 
a..d equitable, . - ' 

O Tmi 
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This claufc may be fatd to imply an acknow<» 
ledgment ot the iniquities that have been long 
practjfed m India Tct noiwithftanding thofe pre- 
cautions, the evils therein complaircd of, have of 
late years increafed to the lading difgtace ot the 
directors and their fervanis The infertion of this 
claufe. therefore, never has been of the lead avails 
either for the prevention or detection o£ thefe abu- 
fts, and we have not of late years heard of any 
rapacious governors being lenoufly called to ac- 
count for fuch offences 

1 1 behovestherefore the honour of the court ofdtrec-, 
tors^who have for fo longa time taken this department* 
of juftice into their own hands, to fatisfy the na- 
tion in regard to the faiisfaction they have given to 
the opprefled natives of Bengal, more cfpecially 
fince the whole inland trade and the revenues have 
bten taken entirely under the direction of their 
chief fervanis in thefe dominions, which are red u* 
ced to the utmoltdiftfcli 
As no ipformation of this fort has been given/ 
t^he public have re-ifon to conclude, that fuch clau- 
jes a^re as unmeaning as they are unbinding and il 

But it IS natural to enquire, how it became ne- 
ceffary for the aggrieved people in India to apply 
to a felf erected court of judges in England, for 
rthefby denhons, which m their natures muft be 

* courts Ic- 

gaily eft,blifl,ed on ihe fpoi fully competent for all 
"’f J“«'«of''l>'chthenattves. 
they pkaft are to be permitted to appeal TBe 
directors lave of all men the lead preteLe to ob- 
ject to the courts of India . which, ^f coauptel't 
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IS Uieirduty to reform ; but tthkh In fact cannot' 
be corrupted except vvith their conni/ance at the 
malverfations of their flrvanis 

It is therefore to be feared, upon a due examina- 
tion into this matter, It will be found, that the aim 
of the directors, by taking upon thcmfclves the' 
power given by the cUulc under confiderauon, 
could be no other than to add to that dangerous 
defpotifm jn India, which they have long ago aflu* 
jned ; and that while they leem to difcountenance 
Ibme late notorious enormities, they have bwcn 
greening the pondurr of thefe very {ervants who 
nave been accufed of the moftfiagidous acts of op-/ 
preflion and breaches of truft. ‘ 

The conditions impofed on the free merchant, 
merely in contldcrailon of his licence, and the cn-' 
joymentof the company’s protection within the li- 
mits of their charter, arc in many poinis unreafo- 
nably fecure j particularly in obliging him to bind 
himlelf to continue for a ftipulatcd term of years a^ 
the place appointed for hisrefidcnce, lioweverun- 
promifingor even prejudicial it may prove to him/ 
Thete at all evemg, according to the covenants, 
he mud remain hts time out, unlefs he can obtain 
a written permiflion for quitting it, although he 
is made to bind himfclf to continue for a ftipulated 
term of >ears at the place appointed for his rcfi- 
dence, however unpiomifing or even prejudicial it 
may prove to him. There at alU events, accord- 
ing to the covenants, he muft remain his time our, 
uijlefs he can obtain a written permiflion for quit- 
ting It, although he is made to bind lumfdf to 
leave India, with his family, on a year s nonce bc-- 
iufi given lilm for fo doing, on the Ample pica thar 


C 56 ] 


fcis acode there Is inconvenient to the cotnpafsjV 
iiehhev.ifc binds himfclf 10 oial with noun'.* vtiih 
v;lxm he is forbid 10 trade j v hich is a prohibi- 
tion, that if inado Mineral a£piinll any man m In- 
dia, h the mod tflcctual of all n.cnn& that Cuuld be 
devifud to ruin liim. And itisucll icroun, that 
ipncccnt and uoithy men ha\c been doomed to 
dtdruciion, by thole ulio have guvcincd tlieru* 

It is evident from the picicnc unforiunaic con- 
dition of mod free n.ctclur.ts nov.* In India, and 
particularly in the ptoxlnccv of Bengal, that it is 
not worth any IpiritcJ and indudrious men’s whiiSs^ 
*0 folicic the icmpany’s prottetien, onaccountof 
the hard terms impofid on them in Engbnd. 
the great reOralnts that have bevn laid on their 
dealings in India. Thu dlfcouragcmtct cannot be 
removed, till the happy tdablilhmcntof more fi* 
lutary regulations fhall take place. The fafety of 
thefc policflions, as well as the advantage of the 
kingdom call for a fpeedy reformation. 

It is proper to 'obfcrvc» that when 'the Uccnfctj 


emigrants want to remit jheir fortunes to England, 
they mud inveft their effects in the manner only 
which the covenants prefenbe, which' is by remit- 
tances in diamonds or diarcond-boart, or by bills 
of exchange upon the conipany ; both of which are 
Jomeumes impo/Tible, the governor of Calcutta 
engrcfiing the diamonds, xnd even the directors 
lomttimes h-vymg foibid iluir governors ard coun- 
Cilb 10 take n-oncy mio iWritcafurv for bills on 
fhen, ,n Eoropc 1 ord tlh, gate ll.ict injonc- 
tiens btfoto It. Uft India, the Ull ,in,e |,e «. 4 .:ib- 
S,,, provinces, that no 

"'ISjnng more than t\io carrats flioulci 

I'S 
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purchafed without his knowledge and cgufcn^ 
The real value of the dhimonds he brought tQ 
I^urope IS not yet known, ^ 

^ If the covenants above deferibed be legal, it 
evident:, that every Bmilhfubject now emigrating 
to India, is lawfully expofed to unavpidable ruin, 
at the option of the diteciors or their {nbftitutcs, 
and actually bind himfclfto thraldon ; for they 
agtee with the cojnpany, that wl}encver it is con- 
venient to them, they fhall have the privilege of 
depriving him of the fruits of bi^ labour and in- 
duftry, injprifoning him, taking him from his fa-, 

' mily.and banilhmg him from one fide of the glofaij 
to the other j to all thefe hardlhips andopprefiion^ 
he wiU quietly fubmic, and neither he nor his 
heirs fhall ever profecutc the company, ^ or theiij 
agents for any lofs or damages confequent of fuck 
tranfaciions. , ^ , 

But if this h conformable to the pr?fent lavysof 
England, with cefpect to perfons of age, furelj\ 
with regard to the writers ^nd cadets, at theageof fix-> 
teen years, ttis an impondononfuch mailers torequirC; 
from them fuch agreements to laws of their own 
fnaUmg, as are calculated at a future period, to 
deprive thefe young perfons of all benefit and pro- 
tection from the laws of their country. >• 

Before Lord Clive returned to Europe, the pro-^ 
\inces of Bengal became a fceno.of rapvne, depre- '• 
dations, and the moft oppreffive monopoly. Ic 
feems tins once flouriiHng, now wretched penin- 
fnla was abandoned to the mojl iniquitovrs pecula- 
fions of his'friends, creatures and dependents, whq 
all came to their native country, loaded with the 
|poiis of the Eaf^. There bad been precedents of 
’ ‘ ‘ * gover- 
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governor* banjans^ uho by making a trafllcof 
ouftucks, and oiiicr illegal practices, under ihe 
fanction of iheir emplo)crs, had acquired conlider* 
able fortunes Tricfe banyans, who act as dt- 
puties and interpreters, in every department of the 
governmentas well as the commercial concerns of 
the Enghfh Eaft India company in Bengal, they 
frequently carry on an exteofive trade on their 
o\\ n account duty free, tinder cover of their mafters 
dufhicks 

Nabhoifs,— Lord Cliye*s chief benyan, a man of 
no principles, and great commercial Knowledge, 
proud, vain, oftcnntious, but plaulible and n 
fmuaiing , by his Ikdl and connexions became one 
of the weaUhieft agents m the Eaft ,hi 5 riches were 
not known, andlie hadthe polic) to hide hi* views 
and his ireafure from his noble mafter, whofe 
plan he purfued with arclentlcfs feveritj, for their 
mutual advantage and the rum of the country He 
ipent within a few years after Lord Clive s return 
to Europe, lacs of rupces(i20,oool lift balls, fe*fts, 
pxid other entertainments 

( 

S^uid dentin farvt ojidtt cun taic jeres 


Th= abfolute prohibition's of Britifh fubieas from 
ping to India, eicept with licence of the Eaft 
Mia company, non fublifting and even the ar- 
'o which are fob 

^Sfon rt r ‘’.T “ Wl'* conllL 

totion, that they are violators of the natural 
,.nd *ocul rights oi mankind, ’’ 

Th,9 
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The exclufivc right of trade to and fromlndia^ ^ 
iflegaily to be given do any body of mirchants, 
was all that could be granted with any colour of 
juftice, even on the appcvaoce,of Its being exec- 
cifed to great national feturity* Butjhat a fove- 
reign of’thU langdpm can by any charter, how-, 
ever confirmed, ^iiansfc^ a power to one payt of his 
fubjacts to imprifon, ^banifli anti ruin another ac 
their pUafure either (or convenience, |OC from wan- 
ton malice and revenge, mull be as repugnant to^ 
the juftiQC and qonftuutionj aq it is contiary to the 
inteteft of the country, ^ , , , 

For the right information on . fuch mtcrrclling 
matters, we will here produce certain cafes which 
htve been laid before <;cttain learned counfef*,^ 
with the opinions that were returned them by the, 
honourable William Murray, now lord Manshcld, 
the. late attorney general, Charles York, Joha, 
Bxo.vning, ard Charles Sayer, Efqulres, 

Whether the Eafl India company have any and 
what power over the fubjtcis of England in gepcral, 
or ewn ihelf own fervanis in particular, both _or 
either of them rclidlngmihe Eaft Indies j Whe-' 
ther the company can order fuch perfons to leavo 
Indit and return to Great Briiiin , and in cafe of 
rtfuial, can tilt company pur forcibly, fuch perfons 
on board their (lilps, and bring them to Europe > 
and whether the company cap any wife, and hotv% 
prohibit any Engliih fubjc^l refiding in India from- 
trading within the company's hmits without thetr 
Jiernev? and in cafe any fuch psrfons fhould trade, 
hr India Auhour fuch licence, ht^c the company 
an/,^ and whar rem-<ly to prevent the fame, or to 
puallli them fer fo doing , and m what manner 
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can they do fb, and can they withdraw the liccncd 
of trading, which they have already granted to 
any of their own fcrvanls or others ? -and In cafe 
ariy fuch perfonj ihould trade after fuch licence is 
withdrawn, are they liable to any and what penal-' 
ty, or can the company order them to Europe ? 

Anfwer by Mr. Murray. ^*Thc company may 
ferve any Briiilh fubjedts who trade, or are found 
within the company’s limits in India, without the 
authority from rhe company, and bring them over 
to England to be perfccuted. The power the com- 
pany has over iheir own fervants feems to me not 
fo much to depend upon the afls referred to, as up- 
on the charters or by-laws of the company. If the 
licences are granted daring the pleafuro of the 
ordering the perfon’s continuance ift- 
their fervice, I think they may be withdrawn, and 
afwwards the perfon will be liable to all the pe- 
nalties for trading without a licence, and may be 
fcized and brought over ; but if the licences are 
tor a time certain, or indefinite, and underftood to 
be as long as the perfon liccnfed has a Mind to 
draw them the company can with- 

31 January, 

t75f- (Signed) Wllliarti Murrayi 
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iGthof f-mt company obtained tht 

20th of George It. certain courts of juaicc call« 

Sf’fcr K Calcutta it 

and^lcas arifn 

pleas wiihin their fo-craljurifdictions. 
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It happens that feveral pcrfons, privately and 
■wiihout any licence from the- company, havefrom^ 
time to time gone to the Eaft Indies, and have 
fixed thcmfclves at fume of the company’s^fettle- 
mehts, and carried on confidenible tratfe^ln the 
Eafl: Indies for their own privateadvantage. ’ 
When fuch perfoas have acted to the company*s 
prejudice, the company have given directions’ to 
the governors at their feveral fettlemcnts to fend, 
fuch perfons to England. The governors make a 
difiiculty in exccutthg'of fuch’ orders^ under ap- 
prehenfions they may, at iheit return to England, 
he liable to actions for damages at the fuic'of fuch 
perfons, and thacin feme cafes it is not in their 
power to comply with the company’s orders ; and 
they give the following inftanccs. ’ ‘ 

A perfon is ordered by ih© company to-be fent 
to England ; this perfon is a great trader in the 
Eaft Indies j Is confidcrably indebted to feveral 
perfons at the fettfemenc where he. happens to be- 
refidenr, and has alfo ‘ confidorable elfects in the 
hands of his correfpondents in different, pans of 
India. I' 

By fuch perfon’s being fent to England in con- 
fcquence of the company’s orders, his effects are 
embezzled; or fold greatly undervalue, his credi- 
tors in India lofe their debts, and his effects in the 
hands of his correfpondents are m ^ great meafure 
loft, and the perfon himfclf ruinedi Apdyec,‘if 
any of tbofe reafons prevail, all the afti of parlla- 
m^eot, made to prevent fubje^s going to, or reft* 
ding in India without the rwtnpany’s licence, ar^ 
rendered' ineffefluaU * 

' P Qn^ftion. 
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Queftion. "Whether notwithftanding thefe ob- 
)c6t^ous, the company njay fafcly order pcrfons to 
be fent to tngland, who have repaired to and re- 
fided in India, without thfir licence , and ^ill the 
company’s governors or agents in India, byobe)- 
jng luch orders, be liable to an aftion at the fuif 
of the perfon fept home , if fuch perfon Ihould 
inake it appear he has thereby fuftamed great da- 
mage in hrs fortune > 


Anfwer by Mr Yorlf ** I am of opiniop, that 
if a perfon has refided for a confiderable time in the 
company s fettlemcnts, traded openly, been con 
verfant with their governor’s ofpeers and agents, 
and amenable to theil* courts , fuch perfons will 
be confidered as having had a licence m fub- 
fiance, though not in form, by rcafijn of the no- 
tice which the coppany muft be prefuped to have 
of his refidence, and there acquicfcing, without 
objcdlion. That acquiefcence would be fufficient 
to cxcufe hip from the penalties of the adls of par- 
liament. Itfecpsfcarccadvifcable to exercife the 
^ authority of fending home pcrfons who have gone 
theiJtnvaf unlefs it be recently aftet! 

Mr Brov,n.ng did alfo co.nc.de u. opm.on Jh 
Serving of 'iny perfons who 
for . ?A and trade m India 

““-f-or-U L;S.rl 


Ap«- 
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A perfon Is ordered to he {ent t,o England whd 
owes money to leveral pet^Os at the fettlemCnC 
where he' 15 rohdeni, and perhaps as unviiUing to 
return. His creditor, either of his own acrord or 
by contrivance with foch' perfon* enters an action 
in the mayor's court for the recovery of his debr, 
and makes an affidavit chat fuch perlon wds going 
to England : upon this an arreft warrant ifiTues froin 
the mayor’s court, and the per/bn is apprehended, 
and either held to bail or committed to prifon for 
wantofbaili * • “ 

Queftton. What power has the company In 
fuch caft over the perfon (6 arrefted and held to 
bail, or committed to prifon, the company's go-' 
vernor and council having no power or contcoiil 
over the proceedings of cho mayor's court, and whac 
IS to be donVin fuch cafe ? , - ' 

, Anfsver by Mr. Browning. ** The taking s 
perfon under the circumftanceS above-mentioned 
out of the hands of a court of joftitc, would in my 
Opinion, be ftiU rnore improper and unjuftifiablc. 

• . The governor and council at Bengal having in 
'their letters to England,^ exprefled their doubts 
with refpecc to the powers of fending to England, 
perfons who may behave themfelves, efpecially 
mililary officers, who till very hrcly figrfed no con- 
tract or agreement with the company , Che court of 
directors think it highly eifomial for the interefi: of 
the company to harethefo matters allertained, and 
' to obtain farther parliamentary powers, if ne-* 
^efiary. 

Mr. Sayer having perofed the papers and for- 
mer opinions of council laid before •him, to givo 
ills opinion toucliing the powers which the court of 

directoia 
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directors or the company’s prcHdcncies abroad, 
have over the feveral orders of people rcfidingia 
the Eaft Indiesj wuhrcfpcct to the ordering ard 
fending them home m cafe of misbehaviour, or 
difminion from the company s fervice or their own 
voluntary reugnarions, viz civil fervants, njihta 
rv ofBcers free merchants, fcafartng people and 
their families, and -ny other perfons rcfidinginlr- 
dia, with or without the company's licence, and 
having allo confidered the pow ers of the conip-H) 
here, or their prefidcncies abroad, with refpeetto 
their taking or afTifting the inhabitants for the ne- 
celTary fupport and charges of government, and up* 
on the whole 

Queftion The court of directors defired Mr. 
Sayer's opinion as to what mcafurcs it will be pro- 
per for ih?m to take, and what orders to give* 
the fevcral matters aboveracononed to thtir fevc- 
ral prefiJencies 


Anfwer I do not find in the agreements cd* 
jtcred mio, between the company and their civil 
fervants, military officers, and fcafaring perfons, 
any covenants on the part of fuch perfons which 
oblige them to leave India and return home, 
though ordered by the company fo to do, fbe 

their continuance ever fo dangerous to the com* 

pany S affairs ) . excepting their agreements null 
tie tree merchant, who covenants, that upon be- 
ing ordered by the company to leave India, he will 
within a year after fuch notice tranfpotc himfelf, 
« to Great Britain 

r,vd „ I . “ “'"'“"t l«=n entered into by the 

had’refulit Porous, and they 

hadtefufed to return to England, after proper no- 

tice 
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,uce Had'beeh given, them ft to , do, TI' fliould 
bi'db'ivUttVi Cccti^lc.\aadvl(iag the“- company . 
bTing.ihcm home forciblyJ*rthd0gH'ithey;'3ce not * 
llriftiy ■wiihln'ihe'-dcfcriptlon’ of thole offending, 
who may be lawfully brought from Indb>by fQrce i 
‘blit' V'thinlcr a/pVrfdh brought 'fromnhcrice by^ 
force,: who had ./covenanted, to leave -India upon 
notice, 7;and i(efu[cd fo to .do, :wbuld,- 'ii'poh an a’c- 
= tibn brought' for Tuch force, •recover, damages coo 
^trivial for' the. Company' to regard. •' ,/ /' 

- As the company’s, .ftipularions with rhetr civil' 

• and'inilitary.feiTanrs’. are 'ft very delicibnt, appli- 
.carloii fhould be made rto'parJiamencftr'a ebufe 
'•to' be jhfe»'ted In’ ah ‘adl,* that all their civil femhts 

or/miUtary.6fficers; '\vho have been dirmiffed from 
or. left the.c.ompany’sfervicei 'and 'all thofe whoft 
•'agreemcnts wlth the .company for refidence In India 
are cxpircdbnd at an^ha, and fliaU.rcfufe 'to leave- 
' India,- trf:Qrder' to ' retuth to Great Brii'am-, afcec . 
> three months' - notice' gU'en‘to,fuch,whd'are‘thi{U 
' tary.aflicers; and. fca fating • perfons,' and’cwclve 
. month’s ‘noiide.' to .fdch who are civil feVvants,- ihd- 

• free^merchanw, fhaU be fubjed and. liable tp;all 
■■the'ptnaltics ^and forfeitures contained In' the fc^ 

• Veral'afts of paVUament.for^fecutinV the exclusive 
“ trade /to ' the compahy* 'againft liml’fh fu))jefl:s, 
■who trade, or.arc ftund •wiihm.the. company’s li- 
'mits in-Ihdia>/'wUh'®ut ihcir licence or authority'; 
^fuch dclahfc. In my opinion^ may b.e eafily obtained 

from parliament,: almoft'withouc debate, as' the 
'penalties have alreadybeen approved of by'par- 
liament, ^ arid the perfons wanted • to' be included 
.ihatein being fully tvithln ths’dsfcriptlon of trad- 

■ _•' dngr' 
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mg, or being found in India within the compe/i 
licence. 

12th Oft. 17C7. 

CHARLES SAYER.; 


Such were the opin'ons of the great lawycisW 
whorn the L'aft India company .applied, upon th? 
right in queftion : and the learned gcntlemar. whoft 
opinion is lall, not only ftcnis to encourage hj 
clients to the practice of imprifoning and trsnf* 
porting, becaufe the damages that would in cer- 
tain cafes be recovered by the inlurcd, would be 
tootrivialto be minded ; but alfofeems to hate 
.inoughr, that the company would readily obtsia 
any pow ers^ for pciifing this fpedes of tyranny, 
by only afking them of parliament. ^ " 

• m *5"®^orc by this opiftioD, 

by their chairmen, 
“March, 1770. 

?h=Z thepaffing ot 

cioit^ H '“f "‘'“b under the ?pe- 

SVtS'r:, ! rEaTL-"^ 

frUlT =nd"or^3^g” 

ja ng the fervants of the faid comoanv” was art- 


bnna by force, « the option of the company, ot 

there 
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sbtil goiretiiors and councils /iffeafaring or mili- 
tary oSiccts, upon only fix, and if company’s fcr- 
yaots, or free merchants, uporrtrvelve months no- 
ttce 

A public fpinted gentleman * who, having for 
many years refidcd m Bengal, as a free merchant 
and m the cotnpany's military ftrvice, was well 
acquainted with the evils confequent of the too 
great powers already exercifcd by the company, 
and vho might himfelf alfo be materially affected 
by the intended till , prefented a petition to the 
honourable houfe'of commons, reprefpnting t|iac 
fuch part ot the bill in queftiop as refpected the 
authorizing of the copnpiny to fend to England 
any ofhis majefty’sfubjccis from the BritiOi Icttle- 
xnents in the Eaft Indies without their own confenr, 
oroiherwifethan by duecourfe of law, was, as he 
humbly conceived, contrary to fuffice and the fun- 
damental principles of the conltiiution and pray- 
ing tp be heard at the bar of the houfe, by himtclf 
or his counfcl, againft fuch part of the faid bill 
pounfel was acconimgly reiamed, and prepa- 
red to be heard before the houfe, and the following 
reafons againll the exceptionable parts of the bill 
were printed offj and diftnbuted among the menj- 
bers of parliamcnr, viz 

xft “ Becaufe by this bill the Company will be 
impowered to infttdl, upon Bntifh fubjects, the 
rtioft fevete of all punifbircnts, except death, viz. 
tmpnfonment, baniftiment, and total deprivation 
of property, not only without any legal procefs, 

but 

• The gentleman to whom the public are mdehied for 
U.1J camaicndable coaduft, vixi Arththali Kar, tfquire. 
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^byt even without accufatlon of any crime; a pc/- 
tr which is conceive I ro be inequitjhie anJ op- 
preflive in tlio higheft degree, arnl fuch as is iVl- 
dom cxcrcilcd even under the moll abfolute and 
arbitrary governments inihcworld. ' 

2dly. Uecaufe, under colour of this i>ov»er, 
thegovernorarid council of any fcttlcmcnt in Indii, 
upon the moll capricious and caufcicfs diflike 
taken agiinll any Britifh fubjecl there, or on a 
livallhip in trade with any of the members of tit 
council, may fuddenly, ^and irretrievably clTcct 
his total ruin, though fuch perfon fhoukl never 
have been conccrncd'in any trade,* or other mat- 
ters, that interfered with the real interefts of the 
company, in uny manner whatever. 

3dly» ^ Becaule there is not any juft prctfncfi 
for granting any fuch injurious orunconftitullonal 


power to the company; they havinu. by Ia»t 
and inntf»u;..«e .1.. ^ J 


inftitutigns already cftabUnicd alid now ifl 
force, a fufTicIcnc rcmcdyagainftanycncroach- 

nients upon the privilc'gcs of their charter to the 

injury of their inicrclls. 


4il>ly. Bccaufc if it is even pretended, lh!< 
there arc any mifdcmeanciurs which the company, 
IS not empowered to punin,, by any ftatute now 
Ilrino ^ ii>,y render the refidence of any 


or prejudicial 


be prcicnted'by-. 
foL '>>= company, or 

th^winl^'' hod provided a^inft hy', 


^i.ut^,ria„„e.yby-fi::;:jXSf\rXX' 

P3 in order to mtitle the company to the cxercife' 


of fuch powers. 
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5jhV Beca’iife Brmfhfubjccis, going out and* 
ind fctOmg in the Eaft Indies wiih ihc liocncc of 
Lhc cqmpany, carrying with them the rights and 
privileges not on)y of men, bur qf the Brmfh 
ronftitution, which, it is apprehended, Cannot be 
'urrcqdered to any coippany of mcrch&nt?, fo as 
:o render their freedom and property dependent— 
IOC upon general principles of jufticc and equity — 
not upon the known laws of their country, but 
upon the arbitrary and capricious will o^fuch mer- 
chants or theirjfervants 

dthly. Bccaufc the granting fuch powers io the 
company would be contrary, not only to the ge- 
neral laws and cpnllitutton of C^rept Britain, buq 
repugnant to thofe pvttpular llatutes, or ails of 
parinment now m force wuh regard to the com- 
pany , which feycnl ails, refp^-iling the power 
of lending perfons to iuigland, relate puly to per* 
Tons going qgj tq India wiihopt the licence of the^. 
company , and tne preambles of the fgid ails, 
plainly ilicivin" it was the view of the Icgifiaiurc 
to give cpgouragemept for porfons to go Qpt, and 
rtfidp gnd fettle pt the company’s fcyerpl fcltlc- 
mcnL'! 

ydily Bteaufe the ma^or and aMcrm<n, or 
judges of the kini,*s court of record, jn which all 
matters of property are determined, called thu 
mayor’s court, as well as the juries on all criminal 
maiUj-s at tile quurrqrly courts of feUionof Oyer 
aod rcrmiiitr, confill of free merchants, free ma- 
tiocrs, and company’s feivanis , and if this biU 
flioulj pifs into a law, all the members of the (aid 
courts and juries would be reduced to fo abfoluw 
and feryde a depgndapcc uport the company, tnat 
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will of their governors and'cciincils alone 
would influence or dircd their dccifion, to ihc 
total lubverflon of all equity and juflicc ; which, 
It is pielumcd, cannot be intended by the Iceiha- 
ture. . ^ ® 

8lhly. Becaufe this bill, if pafled into a biv, 
would operate as an ^ctexp^ fa^D, rcfpectinj 
thole who have already gone to India under the 
former powers which the company poflefled; and 
alio as to tliofe who have become lettlcd inhablr 
tantsofihe different prcfidencics in Indb, and 
who may have launched largely into trade, ard 
other branches of lawful and uleful occupations,' 
^aer thc^ affurance that the general prottciion cf 
urcat Britain was fccured to them by the kingfs 
courts, without their being liable to be fentoutof 
the ebuntry, upon txsclvc months or flx months 
tice; notwtihftanding they may liavc ftumcroii's 
ihemfelvcs or others, 
gainft the Eaft India company, or acainft the 
very meri who are left to be the Me judics when 

which ^ execution i 

^y_?h rauft niin Cicilit, by deftroying all ftco- 

bill iicakulatd 

of the me iM-rcll of £ E-ft 1 
' well asnf th.. India company, as 

oftSis bill are dXd ro" nf' ‘ 

where the reirdence of a f '"f*”.""’ 

liner or rorr, merchant, free nK» 

rJompanv's'ferE"^" ■" >ho Eaftlndia 

SonrpartysIej,lc,r.,„ts,cm bp of the Waft detti- 

ment 
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to tlie company } on the contrary, tha 
principles upon which the diScrent chatters have 
been granted, and the acts of parliament confirm- 
ingjhcm, invite European inhabitants from alt 
parts of the globe r and this blU would leave for- 
eigners under more favourable circuniftances than 
his mijclly’s fubjeccs, iince it is admitted, by act 
5 Gco’I cap 2 1* that flich perfons, not fubjects 
of his majcfly, cannot be removed from the 
fettlcments, while they demean themfelves 
agreeably to the laws of die community, which ia 
all chat his majefty’s fubjcctsarc nowcoateciding 
for. 

' lothly. Becaufc the motives upon which the 
’ act of the 5th Geo. I. cap 21. was pafied, and al- 
fo the motives upon which the act of the 7th of 
Oco. 1. cap. 2f. was palTcd, and upon which mo- 
iives the prefenc bill ought to bo regulated, are 
artfully fupprelTud, and the reader is made to'be- 
lieve that thefe laws arc actually enacted with g 
view to enable the company to fend Britifh fub- 
jects out of India, who were only carrying on the 
trade from port to pore, or place to place, m that 
country , whereas the legtflaturc never had any 
fuch intention, which fas has been faid before) 
would ha^cbccn contrary toUie-firlt principles of 
the cdabllUiments. Bui the whole view of tha 
Icglflaiure was to prevent Bntifh fubjects from 
trading lo and from the Eaft Indies, or acting un- 
der foreign commifiions, as a recital of part of the 
faid act will fuIBciently Ihcw ", and a view of tho 
whole att will demonftrate. 


‘ It IS 4lf3 prowJsH by th* fjiar aad by fub- 

Qj! ' 
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iuh!y. licciufc the great numbers of his mi' 
jeUy's fiibjefis m the Lall Indies railiur iTiem its 
atuniion of ilic legiQaiurc, wrtftram ihciyrann/ 


fcquent all tfe go<«f«, w.trcj^ mcrhsnrJizcf, rJ 

Mm«cd lies, loLc laden ujioii.av dirporthipt bound fromite 
Indies ur pifu wiihii the lunit* a^oicfiid, Iboutd be 
Lroujlt, MjiLouUrealiinRhulk, »a fome port of Great Bn* 
t« r, and there be unladen, and rut on lard Notwiit 
flHndmg wl„c) j.rt «nd re^ftraLle protifioni -nd ren.«a.-Jt, 
dever lofhim,.jcflys fuljcrt*. n. t enuilcd under the f-tJ 
r j nhf't *^*'®r«efumeJ to trade mto, and viftihe 

faid Call IndiM, ^nd otber ibeLUcs -forcfaid, in forettn a d 
other Qiip., irtendirg i>'crecolo.d goodi, and Lrinctlicm ifctd 
fcuuje, acdlaiidthem m foreign Pan* out of lismaied/i 
domniona, to the great pt^udie* ofiJ-c trade of ibil kuiB* 
&c A« «>rrty»c«fto-ns and other 

duuev /Ml which jrafliceaUmgcoftfidcted, hsroiaUich 

Ha%eafed V within lie f-oif, 

* ^ ofOelobcr, wtict 

M ' loYm I ‘’"'“'“''i fei en hunred -nd £s 

commilToni and r 1 olfccrILipv iiuh forcjpo 

“Ty of d= w ? ■" ">* hah .odii, 

f>. fa.rt ft4=nJ.r!d-“iafc'^''?aV'l 

lie r.idialt I„i,„. or r’""'"™ “■"> 

tr«r\ to lau Hue ...... . lii , roenlioned, con- 
ed m the faid afls ofnaJl ‘be prohibuioDS coma n- 

to procure and cli^i7 ftverJ fn ^ peifons ha\c gone oa 
«nd urulcr colour ihereof or oiL^” ‘j?'" n'ffions and palfcs. 
rnenred federal tnrluhaUodie^ft^ h..c fitted out and 
fad'd tt.ih, orfenVouid! '‘=‘^<5'^, and hare 

-ratllndins, „r o,h„ ify paTO^o of° *“ '‘•- 

Ib ifuchcoliurve fraudMW? ' a Noun, to Ibc inlsat 

> I laneh ofl.ale “ .’. /° loef datable and beiehclJ. 

ard dec a =i, b, ^h- ■ t* 

* " ■* cxciilcpt niojefty, byatid 

and 
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I'nd opprcffions which have been excrcifcd of late 
by ih-; lopcrior lervams of the Eall India company, 
in otJec to creat moiiopoliet, than to allow iliofe Icr- 
cants any new eaitnrion of powets repugnant to 
the conftitution, n ith a view to promote ihofe tier 
Itruflive mealurcs, whereby many thoufands of 
Britidi fubjeat, muft be expofed to ruin, and ren- 
dered fervilely dependetii upon the governor and 
council. 


wub iHs advice and confent oftKc lords fpuit\.al2r.d tem- 
poral and commons in pdtlutticni atfemtUd, and by tire au- ♦ 
ihofuv of ibe fame, that if any ot bU majady’s lubjccls tballf 
from and after the t\v$fi«etb oayof Ftbtuary, in the year of 
out Lord on« ihouOttdfcvcthundrcd ar.d cigh^tn, fdU,£Op 
repair to, or be in tb« Eatt Indies, oc parts itUre-memloo- 
td, or *oy of them, contrary to the novi? in bsirg, or 
contrary to the tcoor of ibis afl, every fuch ptfott or per- 
foot fo olirading, IbsU tc liable to fucK punilhmcnt, as by 
aiw Uiv'ot laws now in Icing, be inlh&ed for fu.^ 
oiicnce. *■ 

And to (he Intent tb,t fuch olTcnder and oiTcndcrs may Ic 
bsoughttojuAtce, u tsbtttfoy eni&ed, tbuislhaU aytiiaiay 
tctavfful, to and for the united company ofmeicbants of 
England trading to the Kaft Irtdii.s, and their fuccelTot;, to 
takcyatrcft, and Cette, or eaufe to be tahetiy atreCled, or 
feucd, fuch perfun or petfons, being Jt fuhjeCt orfubjc£liuf 
bis msjefly, fats hens or fucceffors, at any place or places, 
'or where he or they fti-ll be founi within the limns or places 
afotefaU.^and ihcpsrfon Os perfoos fo tahen, arrefled, and 
fetred} to fend a^^l remit to England^ there to anfwer for lbs 
.otTence afocef«id, according to due couifeof Ian*. 

And it IS hereby furdwr enaCUd, by the authority afore- 
faid, that all and every perfonor perfon', who ftom andafter 
tl-^c ht'ih day of L'cb;uary» one thoufand fwen hundred and 
eTghtcen, fhall procure, foltcit for, obtain, oraftundcrany 
^ommiirun, authority, orpafsfroio any foreign prince, flaie, 
or pmeniSte whiifoeVer, to C,U, or co, or tr4dc in or to Ovs 
“Kill ladles; Of any the parts -forewd, ev?ty fuch peifoD or 
. perfoas fu offending herein, AiaII incur and foifcii iot esery 
fuch oJF,aoi iL: funs at bvt bujdrcd pounds." 

. 22thly. 
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isihly. Becaufe, by the charter of jufticc oW*6 
i$ Geo. II. it is there recited, that the conduct 
heretofore purfued had very much encouraged not 
only our own fubjefts, but Ukewife the fubjects of 
other princes, and the natives of the adjacent 
countries, to reforc to and fettle in thefcvcral towns 
of Madrafs, Calcutta, and Bombay, and other 
forts and factories, for the better and more conve- 
nient carrying on of trade, by which means foe- 
lal of the faid towns, factories, and places were 
become very populoui, Uc. &c Which fuffici- 
ehtly fjlews, that the acquiring of inhabitants, and 
carrying on the trade of the country, were prin- 
•cipal motives for the different eftablilhments. And 
whereas by the faid charter, ** the aldermen, or 
j^pcs of the mayor’s court, arc to continue in 
their rcfpective offices of aldermen for and during 
the term of their natural lives, unlefs their faid 
places Ihall be voided, or themfelvcs removed, >a 
fuch manner as- is therein after mentioned.” There- 
fore, if this bill fhoold pafs into a law, all thofe 
Wife andjudicious inflituuons of our anceftors, to 
collect inhabitants, and to maintain the purity of 
the courts of jufticc. would be defeated j andibofe 
OTurts of juftice, when deprived of their indepen- 
ence, could only remain the engines of oppref* 


Every thing tcs ihusprcpared to bring this !m- 
before^thn houfe 

cLrrrf?,? ’ '■> the coutfe of which many of the 
in India,.in confcqGence of 
er offudtipn? nnconlritutional pow- 

Lg their ""Ptifnningand tran|ort- 

mg their feUow.fubjects. wonldnatSrally havfbe- 
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come the object of confideratjon to the houfe ; but 
but the promoters of the bill* confcLous of the 
badosfs of their- caufe, and dreading the confe- 
ouences of fuch a difcuffioo, took the more pru. 
dent part of agreeing to withdraw all the exceptio- 
nable claufes' and! amend their "bill, which, after 
being purged by the committee to whom it was rcr 
ferred, at laft- produced the act of the lotbi of his 
prefent majefty, intituled, An act for the. better 
regulating perfons* employed in the fervice of the » 
Eaft India company, and tor other purpofes therein 
mentioned,” in Its prefent form, iwhcsein there is 
roc one word mentioned about thefeizing peefons 
in India, and forcibly fending them to England, 
However by the expunging of thofe parts of ihc^ 
' bill which were cjfcepted to,^ refpecimg the exten«F 
fion required of thofe pernicious- powers,* a jiif. 
cuflion was evaded which might have led to the 
relieving of Bruidi fubjectsfrom the diihculties un* 
der which they now labour from illegal imprilbn- 
ments in India ; left as they at® to (bifc for them- 
felves in combating laws ofambiguous and contra- 
dictory natures againft a powerful and opulent 
company, under this farther difadvant3ge,thatda* 
mages, when obtained, will be ** too trivial for 
the company to mind,*’ and of courfe too trivial to 
prevent'any wanton breach of the laws, or to prove 
an adequate fatisfactlon for injuries fofulFered. 

Various have been the abufes praciifed by the 
Eaft India company and their fubfthutes in Bengal', 
m confequence of ths pretended right of ftizing 
and forcibly fending fubjects out of India, by fuch 
acts of violence and outrd^ committed m the Bri- 
filh feulemeais \yflhin ^hc diilricts of the chartcri 
’ as 
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as ought to kindle indignation in the heatts of every 
well \vi(l:er to his country and the human race, and 
draw on ihofe who have been guilty of them, the 
uimoft'vengeance of the laws. 

Though lord CUve had inftructions to cpnfult 
the councilat large in alt cafes, the power of fuch 
determination was to remain with the noble lord and 
his committee. From this unconftitutional knd 
extraordinary appointment derived all the evils 
which fcveral proprietors of Eaft India flock had 
forefecn. Mr. Johnflone and Mr. Dempftcr had’ 
prefented a memorial to the court of directors 
thinking it theic duty to forwarn them on thisun* 
precedented and dangerous meafure. Their pro-. 

. phetic rcprcfentaiions had then no effect, although ' 
events have fo* far juftified their prediction, that 
there is now fcarce one unprejudiced and well in- 
formed Eaft India proprietor, who will not acqui* 
efee to the general opinion, that, all the difgrace. 
and the difciedilof the company are to be equal- 
ly afenbed to the injudicious appointment of ihi® 
lupreme committee. * 


All the old fervants of the company know, that 
when the noble lord and his fciccc men arrived in 
India, they found the company's affairs in a yeiy 
fiounfhing cond.tion ; « SujaH al Dowlah beat from 
his dominions and the uholc mogul empire at our 
himfclf who had^becn apj 
pomted. m conftquence of ,h= alarm of the di- 
“"'ligMceof a «at 

acknoAdtTIh 3ppreheof.0M, 

■ cornel projerous condition of the 

company m ^ lenct ,a.Mr. Rous, ejated Madrafs 

April 
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‘April i7ih, i765,and indeed peace and tranquillity 
hacj been perfcfd) cftablithcd before the noble lord’s 
arrival, in the provinces of Bengal, and the com- 
pany’s bufinefs was carried on wiih unanimity, as 
Me VanQttart had laid the foundations of a free 
inland commerce, on whicn alone the profpenty 
of Bengal niuft depend. 

J Lord Cine hj/nfelf difcovered, while at Ma- 
f^drafs, that he had an augean ftablc to clcanfc m 
“Bengal, in confcqucnce of the enormous prefents 
ireceived from Nihm Al Do^ylih, by thegcnilemen 
^of the deputation from the council ofCaltutta, who 
J placed that nabob on the mufaul m February 
1755. 

^ 1 he prefenCs received b) individuals in Bengal, 

.from their hrft making of nabobs, to the jear 
11766, as far as come to the public knon ledge, 
taken from a report of thefclafl committee of the 
loufeof commons, made in 1773, if not truly 
laied would appear hyperbolic After lord Cliv c’s 
irnval at Calcutta, with his trufty counlellors Sum- 
lerand Sykes on the 3d of May 1765 , fo very 
rapid was thcif progrefs in inquiry, and fo admira- 
ble was ihcir mtuuion, that withm thrOe days they 
acquired a complete knowl-dgi. of the (fate of the 
country . and proceeding under oaths of focrccy 
to each other, they found in every department of 
public nothing but corruption and anarchy, 
Tlicy hadro fooner entered qn the very important 
bufinefs of their eatraordiqary mifhon, than they 
refotved to abolifo alj th^ treaties and connexions 
that had be^n folemnly entered into, a fliorc time 
before \v ith the country powers » afiuming to them* 

Lives the entire adminUtraiion of all affairs, civil, 
H judi- 
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judicial, commercial and political ; annulling tha 
legal powers of the general council, and rendering 
its monit> rs mere cyphers. 

At afeledt ccnimiitec held the 7th of May 1/65, 
prefent, the right honourable lord Clive, prefidenr, 
■William Brigluwell Sumner, and Francis Sykes, 
E'quires. “ Rcfolved, that the following oath be 
taUenby the feveral membeisof this committee. 

“ I. N. do fwear that 1 will not reveal to any 
perfon whatever, any of the proceedings of this 
committee, until the lame be laid before the counr 
oil, or until this committee be d'UTolved. ■’ 


Mr. Alexander Campbell being appointed fccre* 
tary,^ Mr, Edward Baber, under fccreiary, and Mtf 
"William Rock afTiflant to the committee, thefol- 
lowing oath of fecrecy was adminiftered to thenip - , 
, “ 1 do fwear to be true and faithful to the iruft 

tepofed in me by the ftcret committee, and to re- 
v'cal to no perfon • whatever, the proceedings of 
that department, until the fame arc laid before the 
council.” . ' j ' 

In a Ictitr from loiJ Clive to the folca comroit- 
tce are thefe remarkable paflages ; •• 1 have the pr- 
cuUar_ happinefs of Ending myfelf adifttd by a 
committee of knonn abilities and incotiuplibl! 
integrity.” ' * 

If nc confidcr what has already come to our 
'■•''■'“'cn t'ornent opon tt= 
necenliy of aiumimg the power that is in us, cf 

onduaing asafcle£t con-niiltre the affairs bclh 

=nd wLt“ r°"' «nfm1u=. 

and wh.t isvrorfe an almoll general corrupiioni ' 
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» For the fpecdy fLtding of the company's af- 
fairs, the power fhould be veiled in the hands of 
a fv\« 

“ I Will not add to my fortune one fingle rupee 
by the opportunities 1 might have as governor 
la an aafwer to this letter (Iceland by iV’r Sum- 
ner and Mr Sjkes, at a feUftco-ntr tct-c h.ld the 
iith of May 1765, arc ihefe rcirarkab’e words. 
“ We are urged, my lord, by the moll powerful 
moti\ cs to that unanimity whichryou recemm nd ’* 

“ It will be our ambmoft to affill your lordfliip 
with our utmoll abilities, m railing the company s 
afTalrs a feconcl time, from the deipcrate Hate into 
which they were funic through the lu'tury and cor- 
ruption that prevailed among their fct\ ants ** 

Such a declaration became the difinicrelled, im^ 
maculnie and incorruptible Mr Sykes 
It fetms Mr Verelft, when a member of lord 
Clive's committee, made no objeftion to the annul- 
ling of the treaties which exiltcd m 1765, with- 
out contuUmg the council but his opinion was 
different in the year 17^0, whui he himfelf was 
member of the council, during Mr Varfittart's 
prefidcncy, and not conlulttd by the felect com- 
mit tee 

He declared hisopimoa, in the fvdlowing words. 
“ Mr Vcrelft begs leave to obkrve, that tlie 
board ha\c b^cn kept uHnou, entirely ignorant 
of the proceedings of the lelcct commmee relating 
to the prefent resolution, and their motives of it ; 
he.d ertforc cannot preitnd to judge how far fuch 
a ftep \ns recefary , but thinhs that in an affair 
cf fuch immediate confsqu>.ncc to the company’s 

eflato 
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eHatc in thcfe parts, the moil mature ccnflilerailt^ 
of the whole board (hould have been full had." 

“ He cannot be blamed, as member of d* 
this board, for cxprclllng his diifatisfaction, at be- 
ing made a cipher of in lb criucal a concern." 

The reafons of lord Clive for transferring sH 
the powers from the council to the fcctet commit- 
tee, arc explained in the following extract from lie 
noble prcfidcnds minute, at a conluUation held d: 
24th June, 1765. 

“ I kno\v by experience,*^ that diflenfions In 
council have often fruflratcd the mod falutary pw 
pofts, and that tf I had confented to fit m this 


chair, pofTening the authority of government equal- 
ly with fifteen other gcmlcmco, the coropaaf 
vould have foon found ihcmfclvcs difappotnted 
the hopes they were plcafcd to entertain of my ahi- 
litics to render them fccurc. A fccrct committee, 
fuch as I have now the happinefs of belngjolncd 
with, was I thought the proper medium betweeo 
abfolutc power veiled in a finglc perfon, and dif- 
perfed in the hands of a whole board. It may h« 
remembered, tliat powers equally ilrong and tt’ 
tenhve were given lo Mr. Vanfittart alone, and in 
cafe of his death or abfcncc, to Mr. Spencer and 
four other gentlemen, lord Clive, Mr- Sumner, 
general Carnac, Mefiicurs Vcrclll and Sykes : sr* 
they lefs to be trufted than thefc ?'» 

* 'Whether the power of government is exerci- 
nA 1 integrity and difintcreftcJ* 

nels by the prelent, than it vat by the late poller- 
forsof each. I.me will determine.” 

been juft determined by governor Vanfittart and 

his 
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Kis council as expedient and beneficial for the com- ^ 
pany’s affairs, was loon judged, by the noble pre- ' 
fidcnc and his committee, to be neither ncccil'ary 
nor ferviccablc : and they accordingly refolved to 
withdraw the factory, without the examination or 
proof of any fact, and without any information ta- 
ken of the value of the object they were about to 
give up for ever. The company were afterwards 
lo well convinced of the bad policy of giving up 
the aemlndaty of Bulwanifing, that in the year 
1771, they were very anxious to regain it, in cx. 
change for the provinces of^ Korah and Ilhhabad. 
In (hort, at almoft every factory, and in every de- 
partment, the whole fyltem of the company’s bufi- 
nefa wasfo fuddcnly obftrocted, fubvcricd or chan- 
ged, that the natives faw with equal furprizc and 
contempt, diat there was no liability in the mea- 
lutes of the company, nor any dependence to be 
made on their public treaties. 

HUlotdibvp and the fccrct committee, obferved 
that throughout Bengal, fucH was the general cor- 
ruption of the fervanis of the company, that no- 
thing could be met among them, but immorality, 
dilTipation, rapacioufncls, luxury and venality, and 
^ that the fetllemenc conducted as it was» could not 
have fubfifted another twelve month- They boldly 
afierted, that there were none holy to be found, to 
fave Calcutta from impending dcftructlon, except 
thdr own committee of felect and diltntetellcd 
men. 

^ Such was the general purport of all the repre- 
fentations fent home at this period, to the court 
ofEaft India dircfiors, by the noble lord and his 
committee » who froa\^ the fecrecyiof their pro- 
' ccedings 
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cepdings nnd correfpondcnce, gave what colour 
they pieafcd to every public tranfadhon, and 
every private charaftcr. And became in faft the 
framers of the opinion of their conftituents, who 
trom their implicit faith to thefe reprefentatios ap. 
their meafures and proceedings. 
Thefaft is, ihaton this committee firftalTemb-' 
t!!*u ^ they found the objcdls of their 

miiiion fion accompbfcd. The country «as ie 
peace, trade in a nourilhing condition. The re- 
enues Mere in a Hate of improvement, and every 
thing agreeable ro the mtelllgence Lord Cliv e haJ 
received on his w ay when he wrote from Madiafi 
to his agents in London to niife money for him by 

mmee "mained for the com- 

Sv rnm^r r™'" '?• ‘1° 'he great outlines of 

anSwfufeT„f “1“%. but upon fueh' 

be defineil n ^ ^dt'oenroent, as being neither to 
rccretpur^re‘^!.““‘^"**"°‘‘' ferve their 

mittce ^vIio^deHi*° a* ptorel^rs of the fecret com- 

eftcdn;rs andabhcmencco/flfe ranid °'™ f'% 

P-y’srervanisi'"g:" rS^^^^^ ■'’= T' 

prefentations of the ftronir ^ their repeated re- 

intmcdiately accoraphib.nl " 

>™, injurious as thev S ‘"“'““S'' reforma- 
"erc cafelully caIcu"aiL 'o the « hole body, 
and foch direLrs as were n c" 
turning thdr airpnf,« lecrer, by 

no importance of rhr*” toward objcdlsof 

' ^ Sr«t ends of their miffion. 

while 
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viliile thefe feleS: mea built their reputations and 
fortunes upon the rum of their fellow iervants 
The lawful prohtsio be acquired by trade 
when added to the emoluments of ofiice, were 
decreed too fcanty and precarious for rewarding 
the merits of this confederacy of reformers, which 
gave occaGon for the ellabhlhment of iheir various 
commercial andopprcflive ?fibciations,fuch as the 
private monopoly in partnerfhip, which commenced 
jn June, 1765, between lord Clive, Mcflrs bumner, 
Sykes and Verelft, each one fourth partj, for pur- 
chaling large quantities of fait, therw in the hands 
of private merchants andinAuguft, 1765, the 
monopoly of inland trade in fair, beetle nut and 
tobacco, which had been planned by his lordlhip 
dunnghis voyage to Indta, and was afterwards 
adopted, becaufc the noble prefident and his Icciec 
committee, found that to reroov e the inconvcnicn- 
C1C5 of a free trade, it was necefiary to veft the 
whole in an c^clufivc company , according to their 
fyftem of reformation all gradation of rank to polls 
of honour or profit m the fcxvice was entirely 
broken through, or the pretence of want of inte- 
grity From the number of promotions that were 
then made, and evenfometo the highell Ihnons, 
It appears that a regard to capacity wis out of t)ic 
quedion hi fail, eyery preferment was made 
from radtion, private xnttrell, or perlonal attach* 
meat 

Is was intimated ihar from the want of honefl: 
and able men vn Bengal, fpur gentkmen, raw and 
unexperienced in the affairs of Bengal, andun- 
convtrfant with the country hnguiges, were 
prought from Maarafs and taken into council 

Another 
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Another difintcrefted combination of the gentle* 
men of the new council was, that of engroliing the 
importation of cotton from the coaft of Malabar. 
The extent of their engagement in this meritorious 
bufinefs was to the amount of about three hundred 
ihoufmd pounds fterling, which was divided into 
fbares. It may be faid with great truth, that fuch 
engagements were deftruflivc of all the refources 
of a trading and- manufacturing community as a 
monopoly upon the necellaries of life, and th" 2 raw' 
materials for trade and navigation hav'e proved the 
lum and dlftrefs of the wretched and induftrious in* 
habitants. Yet fuch were the boafted merits and 
Icrvices of the pretended reformers newly arrived 
wm linglandand from Madrafs, who endeavour- 
ed to perfuade them it was owing to their mea- 
ftres that order had beenreftored in Bengal, uhilft 
their good example had checked the glaring abufes 
of rapine and opprefllon. 

' f >0 an open 

in retallario committee, 

cciveJ rT '''' ho had rt- 

®<>"''"inration. Mr. Vc- 
rclft, Mho through hts lordihip's manocmTcs had 

MrTum"^'<-°'‘''"S=' -®'"L pr"judic=.2 

a, VC and"' th® mcafLiof lord 

The other Carnac had determined upor. 

lime were 'h® ®®“n=il board, otllhii 

itanfactions -1 n ^ 'he prefident'a 

t-m," nu in “ '» S'l'-e hU fen- 

ftip “PP»h>'®n lo a.ny opinion of hU lotJe 

In the infiructions whirK rV.. r i • . ' 

give 10 lord Clive, dated' 

for 
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3f regulating h'ls conducy. at the perfonlal ir\ler^ 
Uw then inteaded v/uh the nabob Sujah al Dow-^ 
ah, for the purpofe of t’eftoring , chat prince to 
lis dominions, one paragraph was penned as fo\- 
ows . . ^ 

“ ItwillbenicclTary hojvever, that your lord- 
hip obtain a full grant, in the fulldft terms for , 
:arrying dn a free trade thrpugh his dominions, 
*v;th the privileges of cftablilhmg faclories, where-* 
ever we ihall think, proper^ jo which {ball be an- 
nexed fuch Contiguous land^ and dillricts as may 
be found nece/iary to the convenience ajjd fupporc 
of xhe Settlements j We mean without, charge to 
Sujah al Dosvlah, or diminution of hU revenues i 
but the .keeping of Chunargor and oihcr ftrong* 
holds, and proteiling our commerce by a military 
power, is a ipcafurc ccnccrniog the expediency of 
which your lotddup.will |udgc. from a further in- 
<julry iftto.circurnftanccs ” 

In conlcquence pf this inftruciion, it was cx- 
prcfaly ftipulated. by lord CIivc and general Car- 
nac, in the eighth article of the ireaty^of the 
af Auguftjyd^, ^vlth the vanqujfhcd, nabob, that 
Liis highnefs “ Shoufd allow the Englifh to carry on 
trade, dqty {rec, throughout the whole of b'S do- 
■mvwlows” Ani in order. to fecuie theauachmenc 
of Bulwantfing and to guard him agamft the rc- 
fentment of this nabob”, \vbom he had betrayed in 
the time of aCcion ; by the 5th article, his zemin- 
dary wasfecured to him, under a fixed annual fum< 
wKich iiT fact made him more dependent on the 
Calcutta government, than on the nabob to whom 
tticy cboleio make him tributary^ After the adjuft- 
iiierit of<lbi 3 treaty, it was fuggefted by his lonl- 
S Ihip 
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fliip and_tlie general, that the nabob' had appeared 
exiremely averfe to the eftabliflimenc of factories 
in his doirilnlons. If \ve"confider the, nabob’s de* 
pendent fituaiion,- and the diftincr juril'diction of 
the r^ah, thefe pretended objections could net 
have be'en applied to the company's factory before 
ci^abliflied at Banaras, neverihelefs this fuggeftloa 
was afterwards ufed as an‘ argument to jullify tb 
proceedings of the committee in withdrawing thii 
factory \ ‘notwithflanding’ the treaty of Auguft 
* 7^5» continued in full force,* and was confirmti 
by a new one dated November 29th, 1768. * ; 

'^Atafclecc committee held the 29th of October 
was entered on the company’s record^ 
that Sujah ah Dowlah had complained In a letter re* 
ectved byrthc noble prefident on the 28th of Octo* 
*^*‘ ”*r^^f* the butinefs of his government met 
with great interruption from* the gentlemen of tb: 
tnglifo factory at Banaras. Sujah al Dowlah had 
engaged- to compleat the pay ment of fifty lacks of 
rupws to the ccitipany, upon being reftored to bij 
dominions ;vm pledge for this payment, he had dc- 
pofitid two large chclb of very rich jewels, in iht 
factory of Banaras under the charge ofMr. Sage, 
of 'a “ « Banaras in the beginning 

• nf Auguft .765, he eftablilhed Mr. Chnmncras 

• mines® directly from ikf 

branch nf r "*" 

• S-e T““' “^ders to his agent 

to m3..e very large purchafes of them. 

him W ,he tSrt Clive .ranfmi.ted-to 

70!h o' Mar^^ ‘*."' 5 '"’”. his lordihip on the 


;• The 



The fecon4 charge againft ms is a monopoly 
of diamonds. Th«re "are only tsvo' channels by 
which a icA'ant of^the company, can with proprici 
ty» remit his fortune. The one by paying the mo- 
ney into the treafdry of India and receiving bills 
upon the company, payable m iingland j the other 
by diamonds. ' ^ 

By the acquifitlon of 'the Dewannee, and the 
fuccefsful endeavours of the fekci committee, the 
company’s creafury was fo rich, that we could not 
have been juftified in drawing bills upon the com- 
pany. It was ueceilary I Ihould m fame mode re- 
mit the amount of my jaguccr. For this purpofe 
and for this ’only, I fciu an agent into a diftant and 
independent' country, to make purchafes of dia- 
monds, Thcfe diamonds were not fenc home clan- 
deftinely, I paid the duty Upon them t and theft 
remittances upon the ‘whole, turn out three per 
cent, worfe than bills of exchange upon the com- 
pany. This Is all I know of monopoly of dia- 
monds.” ‘ - , - 

The firft diamonds- lent to* England from this 
new channel were fold in London m the year 1 766, 
by Nfr, Abraham da Paiba, who declared them to 
be upon the whole fifiecn per cent, better thvin the 
aflbtiments that were then received from Madrafs,' 
In the month of July 1766, his lordship 5nd 
general Carnac paid another vUlt to the nabob Su- 
jah al Dowlah, who with the rajah Bulwantfing’, 
met them on the borders of the Hahar province at 
Qhipporah. Strong Injunctions were then made 
to the nabob for impeding ^ihc trade of feveral 
Britllh fubjcctsi and even for' compelling them to 
‘^ukth^ province of,Bina^s j .and ic>dS,alfo rc- 
. ‘ . ‘ ''commended^ 
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;pqmmendcd to the rajah to lodge complaints agaiAft 
them. But the nabob having a pcrfbnal ‘legariJ 
for fome of the company's civil’an'd military fer- 
yants was equally with the rajah averfe to the do* 
jng him fuch ah injury ; 'oh the contrary/ ihtclli- 
gence was immediately fent from Chipporah to 
thofe fettled at Banaras, of the fecret meafurti 
that were tliys carrying on againft them^ Jn confe* 
^uence^of an order iflued by the board of Calcutta 
,to Mr. I/mc Sage.the refidenc at Banaras, directing 
bim on three days notice to fend Mr. Bolts, a geai 
tleman of unblcmifhed character,' who Has expe* 
iienccd all the feyerity and injuftice of unrelenricg 
ppDreflbrs,^ down to Calcutta by force, 'iid'to put 
» ftop^ to his bufincii. " In conftquence of thefe in- 
Jifuctions, on the 2ifc of Aug'uft 1765 , 'Mr. Sage, 
|n company with Mr. Chumher, lord ’Clive’s agent 
at Banaras, waited upon the rajah' Bulwantfing, at 
h 8 houfe called Dufgakooh, sTnd ordered 'him to 
mercantile bufinefs of Mr! 
complying with this rei 
f private ihtcmgcncc of it, with 

•j - . ® 5 tlifapprobation of fuch 

ftrinar^r? Hblds cafe and fuf- 

ccedinff Imown, and the iniquitous pro* 

&vte w n tho\ompany’s 

iioes n^rTni; publication. .: 

thenumbcrlers 'a province to recapitulate 

S 1 opp effioh which have dd 

duftry - labour- and in- 

tee iflued, JO .saaU d>' “Sd 
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g^l province?, as by the convention of Auguft; 
‘1755, they had pretended to rcftore Sujah alDowr- 
Jah and the rajah Uulvvantfing to the pofleffion of 
the refpedhlve diftrifts* they were plcafed to affign 
them, if any faith could be placed in fuch agree- 
menw, theftj princes were to be left to the govern- 
ment of their own terntories. Conlcquenily the 
regulations of the prcfidcncy at Calcutta could not 
extend to Banaras, ^whether lord Chve and 
the committee afted as governor and council 
or as nabob of Bengal. They had ordered all free 
merchants, with all the European, Portuguefe and 
Armenian agent? from the ioicriot country down to 
precedency. ’ ' ' \ 

Amongfi: the alj/urd regulations for the provin- 
ces of Bengal, Bahar.andOrhTa, three Indian agents « 
were appointed In preference to the Europeans. 
Thofe chiefs of trade had immenfe falaricsollowed 
them.*' Atone lime a law \vas eaafted, prohibic- 
..ingany of the inhabitants from gojng beyond ihe 
limits of ten miles round Calcutta, without firlt 
applying for, and obtaining the company's permil^ 
Tioii. At another time, no merchant was per- 
mitted to purchafe goods at the manufacturing 
lawns without a heeme from the governor. 

Thus, under the fpccious pretence of the com- 
pany’s advantage, and the good of the natives, 
tnc goicrning party fccurcd to thcmfelves all th« 
profits arifing from the maoag<.mcnt of the reve- 
nues, 'the trade, and inanuft»3^urics of chefeexten- 
hve provinces. 

In the general letter to Bengal, dated the 8th qf 
February 1764, the court of ditcflors-, after ob- 
serving, ' thaj; the^lifputcs'and difiicuklcs relative 
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to the country government, appeared evidently cq 
have been occafiontd by the unwarrantable mvans 
ofcarryingon the private trade of ihcirfcrvams, 
in prejudice to the nabob, both wid» rcfpccc to the 
authority and revenues juftly due to him. 

At all the manufactoring towns, the gomaflah^of 
the company had the preference j for no private 
gomaftah eould do any bufincfs among the wea- 
vers till they were ferved. They alone decided 
all difpuces, and it it was under their fanction that 
all opprefiions were praciifcd, whenever there was 
a company’s gomaftah ellabliflied. 

' At a period, that the company's fervants cn* 
grofled almofl: the whole produce of the country* 
The directors in a letter to Bengal, dated the 26ih 
of April, 1765, thus explain their fentiment with 
candour. “ rrcaiics of commerce are underftood 
to be for the mutual benefit of the contracting 
parties. Is it then poflible to fuppofe, that the 
court of Dehli, by confirming the privileges of 
trading free of cuftoins, could mean an inland 
trade m tlie commodiiiesof their own country, 
the detriment of tbcir revenues and the ruin oftheir 
o\/n merchants 

In fupporc of the new and unaccountable mca- 
lures purfued by lord Clue and his fclcct com- 
mittce at Bengal, with refpeetto the inland trade, 
fiis lordllup made the following fpceclun thehoufc 
of commons. * 


Many years ago, an expreffive cnibalTv 
ftne to Dehli, to oblaiii certairi grants and pry 
‘ Mogul, m favour of ihe 

111'' “d amongib others was ob- 

tainsd the prnihgc of uadin| tluty free. The 

fervants 
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fdrvants were Induigcd' wiih this privilege under 
the fanctiDn of the company’s name. 1 he com- 
pAtvy never caccled cti an. inland trade. Their 
commerce has been confined to exports andim-' 
ports only. It is impofliblc that the fervants 
ihould have a more extenfive right than the corn- 
pany itfelf ever had i yet they claimed a privi- 
lege of carrying on an inland trade doty free. 
The abfurdity of a privilege fo ruinous to the na- 
tives, and fo prejudicial *o the revenues of the 
country, isohyious. At the revolution, in 1757, 
no fuch claim \\i> fet up *, n,or was any I'uch trade* 
earned on publicly, 'or to 'my knowledge durfog 
my government, which ended in the year tyfio,” 
Surely the courts v.ho had the direction of Indiar 
aifairs", could not be Ignorant that the goods pro- 
vided for the company In Bengal were all cont-* 
moditics of that country. That every one of the^ 
commodities Is occafionally in export, and that 
an cxempdon from dudes upon their inveftmcnr, 
was a diminution of the revenues of thiJ court of 
Dehh, and tended to the ruin of their merchants. 
How could lord Clive fedoufly declare in the houfa 
of commons that there was no inland trade carried 
on in Bengal before the ytar 1760. Knowing 
that numbers of dullucksbad been granted forfnch 
private trade previous to the year mentionci ? 
The treaty made by bis lordihip in June, 1757, 
On fetting up of Meer Jafliicr Ally K-hawn tm- 
nrenfe fums were (llpulatcd for relliiutlon of lofics 
fuflained by the private merchants of Calcutta 
1 he noble lord, in the years 1765, and 1766, 
had in face afiumei all the powers of the great 
Mogul, and of the iCsft India company. Confe-* 

quenily 
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(^uenily the mutual relatioa between the contract- 
iog parties was then at an end, and the.iirniaun 
beaded of can have no validity, in the fituation of 
jndofean at that period^with refpect to Bengal and 
itf dependencies. , . The encroachrnents of the com- 
pany s fery ants, which at a former ppriod might 
have been beneficial under the pretended fanctlon 
of the firmaun became ruinous the very moment 
the company took thcfovereigniy of Bengal upon 
themfelves. It was to the freedom of tra'de that 
Bengal owed its apeient profpsrit’y : and it has 
been principally owing to the want of that freedom 
that the condition ofthe,pcopIc in Bcngal.hasbeen 
'^rfe liace the acceffion of the company to the i 

iJewannee, than it was before. 

It is true, that the goods .which the company im- 
’ of Calcutta,'' 

and ihefe they bought m the intetidr country were 
all brought to Calcuttaand exported. But in both, 
calcs they have conftanily givco their duftucks to 
the perfoas ;vho bought their goods at Calcutta to 
tftm duty free wbentvsr they,, 
‘j"' whom they 

fro£ tltu places ;here U." y 'l™ ' 

i'=d™rfa:Sf'V .his Vodc^nlf- 

fjvcrcipns of ri>^^ - ^ they arc acting as 

commodata their feulatlonrt "'''h 

g lations to the intention and 

Ipirit 
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fpirit of the Mogul’s firmauni'a nominal king of 
tbeir own making. ’ * » ' 

The firft principles of policy 'and commerce; 
muft be invariably the fame in all places, accord-’ 
ing to which every man has the right to buy and 
fell, what and where he pleafcs, paying all legal du- 
ties, and fubmitting to all bwfubreftrictions j and 
fuch is well known to have ever been the practice 
m Indoftan 

Although lord Clive had ftrongly recommended 
to the gentlemen of hlsfelcct committee on ihci6ih 
of January 1767. The ufual caution of acting un- 
der the cloak of the nabob, to which Mr. Vcrelft 
and }he reft of the committee had refolved on the 
February following to adhere' ftrictly, as this judi- 
cious fyftcm had met with the approbation of the 
directors ) Mr, Veicllt and Mr,'' Cartier directed 
afterwards under hands and Teals in the moft au- 
thoritative (lylc pervanahs to the rajahs and zemin- 
dars of the country. • . ' 

The Armenians trufltng to the ancient treaties 
friendlhip and alliance with the company, were 
precluded from the benefits of a free trade, and of 
late every avenue to jufticc has been fliut againft 
them in Bengal, During ^the government of lord 
Clue,^ their refidence In Calcutta was mifconllrucd 
as taking refuge from the country government,tho* 
the law of this pretended government was then no 
other than the will of the noble prefident. They 
■were refeued from the flicrilF’s cuftody, deprived 
of their right by charter, of appealing to thedaws 
of England, and by military force banilhed from a 
Bricilh fettiement, for having brought their'own 
refpectwe cauf^s before an Enghfh court ofjuftice.* 
^ T , Before 
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Befote the regulations for the notorious mono* 
poly of fait were made public at Calcutta, a fccnt 
partnerfoip was formed between lord Cliye, Mf. 
Sumner, Mr. VcrcUl and Mr. Sykes i for engrof* 
fing the falc then lying in the hands of private 
merchants.i Before lord Clive quitted the govern- 
ment of Bengal, his (hare of thefe falc adventurer,' 
.nianagement of Mr. Verelft, and like- 
wife his third part of another fait adventure ; w 
partnerfijip with general Carnac and Mr. Vcrelft 
\vcr$ lojd by his fordfliip for a'valuable conlidera* 
tion to Henry Vcrelft, Francis Sykes and Akxan* 
der Campbell, each one fourth, and to Claud Ruf- 
-let and 1 homas Kclfall each one eighth couran. 

f 4 Tr of Mr. Sumner for Erg’ 

and, Mr.VerelO; had purchafed with the reft ol 
that gemleraan s concerns has (hare in the fait ad- 
1 ''* ‘“'““'ling governor of Cji. 
j K worthy reftdeni at the Duibir, 

had become the principal proprietors in thefe Ml 

places.._ 3 t Natiour, by the agency of Mr. Toro 
‘’P=" ' 1 ''= warehoufw, 
menfr ^ “f eminent Ar- 

fhe d™""f Arratoon. » 

tire d.tnqgc of 7,500l. ftetling, 

f.sU 7^"* forbidden the seneral iradcio 


V r If by lord Ciivf. He had 


Pfthe'grrtcaorcronhe"--’’™'’"''?'*' 


aSats'm'i;;"?-” ^ ■'’“i 

om, w M the company’s fervants and 
othtii 
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3;hers ufurping from the natives the inland trade in . 
fait, bccile-nut and tobacco; and he therefore ad- 
/ifcd the prevention of it In future. This bait ba- 
ng readily fwaUowcd» his loidlhip, with the leleil 
rommittee Were directed to reform that abufe. 
What the directors meant w prevent was, the 
EngUOi trading in thofc articles duty free, in 
prejudice of the natives. /But no fooner was 
lord Clive embarlted for India, than he formed the 
plan of qn untverfal monopoly in thofc articles, to'‘ 
the tot^l exclufion of the natives j it was afterwards 
carried in execution by “the committee, chiefly to 
their advantage, fb early, that the directors might 
have been informed of this tranfacuon long before 
they rereived that intelligence.' ’ 

Lord Clive could c^rry 'no orders relative to 
this trade, but vfhat were agreeable to freedom * 
and no regulations In favour of European; could bs 
intended to the prejudice ‘of the Afiaivcs, as it had 
been fuggefted by the noble prcf.dent, that they 
were injured by the indulgence granted to Euro- 
peans ; it is certain, that ^ foon a; the directors 
heard of the eftabliniment of that monopoly, they 
gave pofmvc orders for its abolition, and in every 
lubfequent letter repeated them. Had thefe wor- 
thies of Calcutta thought'ihcmfclves really authori- 
zed to cftabhni fuch a monopoly for their own be- 
ncni, they Ihould have deemed U necefiary to bind 
one another, by a penalty' of aop.oooh to af- 
fociation, in refifting any orders of ^hc directors for 
piyting an immediate end to the bufinefs. 

This fecrec committee of reformei^, with their 
alTociaie;, the declared enemies of all rapid acqui- 
fiiions of svtahh, commenced their upright and di(- 
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intereftcd admmlSration in Bengal In May lyS^. 
Such was their aflidully in accomplilhing their fe* 
erfit views, that Mr. Sumner rellnqullhcd hispre- 
tenfions of fuccecd;ng to the government, and re*, 
turned to England in Deepmber 1766, lord Clue 
and general Carnac in January 1767, Mr. Syles, 
the Durbar refident in November 176S, and Mr. 
VereliV, who fucceeded lord Clive, and was not 
reputed worth fix thoufand pounds in 17^0, refig* 
ned the chair on the 16th of December 1765* 
Mr. Alc:tander Campbell, one of the receivers, 
acquired a rapid fortune, by being made both sf* 
la^cr and mint niaftcr for the pirfedlion of gold 
coinage j he was afterwards promoted to the iffl* 
portant pqfc of faftor and member of the fclcd 
committee, htreturned to England as early ss the 
beginning of the year 1768. The other gentle- 
men, who came from Madrafs to' aflaft the refor- 
mers of Calcutta were no lefs adhivc and fuccefiful 
in the acqulfuion of riches. ' • 

The' dccepiioy mifoud of Marthadabad, cil- 
cumfenbed and mfignificant as it had bean rendtrtii, 
from the admirable iniuiiion oflord Clivo and Mr. 
Svkes, llill afforded extciirive profpects with a va- 
riety, of objects that might ftimulate thefordid Itna- 
fiaiioncd to fuppbrt tM 
SSv have beef 

unladed there, fully demonftrate the gteil 

• S' hr “i" ‘■'■"““"d'heMifnud. • 

“ oxpvnenhed that 

fclves Proteftion fOr theffll 

geaiw/' ^ ^ °PP«6 the ferocity of veo- 

Ther 
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There IS a pafTagem the third volume of Dow's 
uftor) ofliidoftan, whichis not improper here. ’ 

^ “ The princes whom we raifed in Bengal va- 
lilhed imperceptibly from* their thrones Light 
ind unCubftantial as the Ihcw of power, with 
uhiebas in dcrrifion 'wc invcHcd them , they 
difappeared like Romulus, tut without a llornrt. 
The benefits derived fropn former revolutions, 
created a love of change ; and the angel of death,^ 
if notour friend, was very opportune, in his fre- 
quent vifits to the J/Jifnud I In the courfe of five 
jears, three nabobs 'expired ; and the unfledged 
fovcreign uho fucccedcd to the nominal gov ern- 
tnent of Bengal, In March'1770, hai already en- 
joyed, coofidering the'times, a long reign. ‘ 
Nabobs to own the truth are ufelcfs 5 and they 
ate dlfmiiTed to their fathers without a noife.” ' 
In order to throw ^an additional light on the 
monopolies cftabhflied fay lord Clive and his junto 
contrary to the intentions, and continued In denance 
of the exprefs orders of the dirtldlors, we fhall 
tranferibe a few extrafls from the records of the 
houfe of commons, as they Hand in the reports of 
the (cleft committee, ^appointed to inveftigaie the 
ttanfaftions of this fbcicty. ' . 

‘ “ Having thus dated the orders of the court of 
dircftors, tour committee think proper 10 bbferve, 
that the fait fociety which afterwards took place, 
appears to have bcenorrigirallypropoledai lea by 
lord Clive, dunnghis pj^fiage to India ; and the 
evidence upon which your comrivitice Aground 
this faft, is a letter from lord Chv e 10 the court of 
d.icftcis, dated ihc ift of February' 1766. 

And 
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And'it appfares to your committee, from the 
evidence of feveral wicncilcs here following, ihai 
in the beginning of June, being a few days aftei 
the arrival of Mr. Vcrellt from Chittigong, and 
about the time of the third meeting of the fc- 
left committee, a private partnerfhip was formed 
in the names of lord CHve, Mr. Sumner, Mr. 
Verlft, and Mr. Sykes, for purchaling large quan* 
titles of fait, then m the hands of private mer- 
chants. Your committee arc prevented Hating 
0^ this tranfaftlon fo fully as they mighl 
olherwife have done by Mr. Vcrellt dcchning to 
^fwer a queftion put to him upon that fubject ; 
becaufc, as he alleged, the court of directors had 
* R4***l^^ him with a piolecution upon fait, &c» 
Mr. Sumner beio^ examined upon the fubjcct 
of the above.meniioncd partnerfhip, informed 
your committee', that fome time in the month cl 
June, 1765, Mr, Vcrelft mentioned to him his 
Having made fome purchafers of old fait, upon his 
own account, and at the fame time, propofed bis 
therein, together with lord CHvc 
'''“"efs agreed to. 
Thateach ofthemhad a quirter part, and that 
. • undertook the management of the con- 
accompes : that the 
about the 

^ whole fharc of the 

parchafe, amounting to 

-iquire. mmter of thohoufo i who being afk^d, 
■ • - whelhet 
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'Iiether he remembered any Ijattnerfbip betwccil 
jmlelf, Jord Clive, Mr. Sumner and Mr. VerelHH 
lid, that aquantUy of fait was purchafed by them, 
benme he could not recoUcil, but he’ believed ic 
light be abobt two months after their airival, that 
ho faid fait was bought ofiinany black pcoplcj^and 
lany Engl|fh gentlemen : Mr, John Johnftone* 
dr., Haftings, attornies and others ; that they* 
loughtit on. theic private accounts, and that it was 
alt JuanufaSured the ycar»before their arrival, 
king alkcd, why they dealt themfelves in fall, be- 
bre they had proceeded to regulate the trade ? he 
faid, he did not know that they did, previous to 
Q theic catering on the fubject^ or to theinten- 
»on being publicly known. That this partner- 
(hip in fait was not fold to "the fociety, but to the 
country people j that the gentlemen concerned 
were drawn upon for money agreeably to their 
(barest thac the witnelTes proportion was about a 
lack of rupees ! that the advantages of the laid 
partnecihip, to thofewho continued their concern, 
reckoning Icfs of intcreil and balances, might be 
thirty per cent. He (aid, he did|noc recollect who 
made the propofal to lord CUverelaling to his part- 
ncrlhip, burthac hli lordfliip was not concerned in 
it from the beginning : that it was begun by Mr- 
Verclft, that the witnefs afterwards accepted a con- 
cern, and that feme time after lord Clive and Mr.' 
Sumner did the fame. And being alked, whether 
lord Clive entered into this partnerfhip upon hts 
oun actounr, or for the benefit of other per- 
lons ? he faid he remembered very well ihac 
at that time lord Clive took the concern, he , 
declared he would net benefit himfclf fx'pcnce 
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by it; that he intended che^ profits which might 
arife from it, for Mr. Strachey, Mr. Mallvciine, 
and Mr. Ingham the furgeon, the three gentlcmea 
who had accompanied him to India. . 

So far thcipaniss'conccrned ellablilhed them- 
fcives the truth of this confederacy, but the point 
which they were unwilling to confefs, u as the deed 
of indemnity, whcrebyihe noble prefidenc andhii 
council engaged, under an immenfe penalty to keep 
up and enforce the continuance- -of the excluhvc 
trade in fait, notwuhftandmg any orders of the 
court of dircftors to the contrary, and to faie 
harmlefs, the committee of trade. who wercentruft* 
ed with the concerns ©f the fociely, from the con» 

uqusncesof fuchdifobedicnce. - ’ 

* was examined, he artiully re* 

prelcnud this iranfaciion to have been no fecrct, 
and that every pariiculjr was entered at large in the 
proceedings of the council uanfmiited to the dircc- 
tors; tol^upporc his bold aflcriions, he referred » 
theconfultaiions of ihe^i6tb of September 

forded a letter from the committee of 
e, confming only of four members, whereas 
ihc copartners, Meffrs. Sumner and VcrcUV, made 
two, requeftmg a deed from the prefidenrand coua- 
‘“"'■“"S of thcrafelves, 
the copinncrs Mr. Fran- 

ihrL a’ ‘^''“='“f''''‘ra<lrinfalr, accordmsco 

■he mod, cftablithed by .hrmfclves.,- , 
of ih= haufc”„f° “ in tho reports 

j tnllancc is therein caudoufly fup* 

prelfcdp 
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prefletl, lyliile from the words cll^^,^Kgiumite 
the faM records, the reader is left 
fion that fomething was doing agrceaSlc??i#?i^ 
compands orders or intes>uons. Nevetlhelefs, the 
fccret committee of the hopfe of commons, having 
enquired whether the laid d^ed was tfanfmitted tc^ 
the court of dircftqrs, they found hy the evidence 
of Mr, Michal the feeretary, and Mr. Wilks, .one ’ 
of his deputies at thp India houfe, that though art 
account was font, it does not appear in’ the books 
and cqrrcfpondcnce of the company, that the faidT 
deed was ever tranfmitted to the court of direftors; 
whofe orders, the parties were in fail, atihatjime' 
folemnly engaging to fet at dehancel ^ 

" The farther evidence given on this fubjeil from 
the report of the feleft comminee of the houfe of 
commons was as follows : 

“ Your committee proceeded next to inquire in- 
to thernature of the deed, and Into the tranfactions 
refpecting the fame. y\nd your committee e.vamir 
ned Mr. liichard WittaU, who being alkcd, if he 
knew any thing of a deed to engrofs the fak*trade, 
and to indemmfy the committee of rradp f he'faid 
he was a fworn attorney of the mayor's court at 
Calcutta ; that in October 17%, Mr. yerelft ap- 
plied to him, and gave him inftructions’^o pre-^ 
pare a deed of indemnity from the piehdctit and 
iouncil of Bengal to the committee of trade ; that’ 
Ire accordingly drew one up, on which upon being 
[hesvn to Mr. Vercl^, h? having made feme al- 
terations, approved of it ; that the wltnefs after- 
wards laid a fair copy of it before the governor^ ami 
council for their approbation*} that by direction of 
{he board he made lome farther alterations and ad- 
i • . ’ ' y * * dilion^ 
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fiitions in hIs own hands, and engrofled it, and de- 
livered It to Mr. Lawrcll, the fccretary to the com- 
mittee of trade ; that about ten days afterwards ht 
waited on Mr, Lawrell, who defired him to fill «ji 
the penalty, and alter the date, which was the nth 
of September, to feme fubfequenc day' to makcH 
confiftent with the other deed from the focieiy 
the committee of trade ; the date of which ht-i 
been altered before execution, from the 12 th ol 
'Auguftto the i8th ofSeptember ; and being ailed, 
if he could fpeak with certainty as to any time po- 
llerior to which the deed referred to muft'bars 


been executed, fuppofing it was even executed! 
be faid, thap in the beginning of Novcpibcr he rco- 
ted another houfe, where he was very certain bod 
the deed referred to were engrofled , and'the'fe*! 
which the deed from the ibciety to the committee 
of trade was fealed wUh, he had from the owner cl 
that houfe after he went into it i that to the bedd 
his remembrance, he delivered both deeds to tbi 
lecrctary about the middle of November : aboui 
ten days after he altered the date and filled up t^^ 
blank for the penally : that he was therefore mdu- 
ced to believe it mull be t(ie eiid of November, ol 
beginning of December, before either of them wen 
executed; end being alkcd, if he had 'ever feM 
.cither of them after they were exeruted ? he fall 
in ieptember iy66, he waited' on lord Clive, K 
r^eceivc inftructions to prepare another deed : when 
bis iordlhip informed him, that he had been P«rO' 

h‘,f ‘ n "'ore 'ben layi"E 

before him on the table , that his iordlhip obferved 
m “"y valuable confidera- 

, tion cxprelTed, and aslied him, if he thought thtra 

“ valid! 



Ci 1.1 

vMt thtlie-faid,,ha pould not afceitain hov?; 

they svere valid in law, ‘but that he had prepa-, 
red them agreeable to the initructlons he had re-} 
ceivcd. And being asked, if he wa&fure the deed,, 
if ever executed, muft have been executed after, 
the 15th of.Oflober ? he fald,’he was pofitive 
It. .And being asked with what fum the blank for, 
the penalty was filled up ? he faid, he believe(l> 
300,0061. and that lord Clive talked of tliofe deeds 
to him as deeds executed. And being asked^ 
whether he had "any inllructionsi to keep this traa- 
faction fscrct ? he faid,* he had not, but that he 
never did mention it to any'body but Mr. Baolcs, 
.which was in the year lyfi^r'that hcdid not men-j 
tion it, becaufc he thought ic was a matter tha’c 
fhould not be made public,:; from the nature of th($ 
traafaction, ic being an agreement to carry oaa 
trade contrary to the^ordersofthe compiny.' And 
being asked, what Vrcre his motives lor mencioif- 
ing It to Mr. Banlts, after-keeping it fccrec. fop 
three years? he 'faid, .that talking: to Mr. Banks^ 
whom he efteemed his friend, about a contract, h? 
had made for the commutccypf trade,', he mentioned 
it in common conTcrfinoii.i , And being asked, 
when and on what occafion,. he firft mentioned the 
deed in England ? he faid,' that he mentioned ic 
foon after his axiival, v»hicli.was in November 1 770^ 
bccaufc he tliooght ic ought to be raade^ public* 
and tliathc, was not. bound in, honour to keep 
it fecrcc ; that ho firltfpolvcof itloMr, Bolts, and 
in September 1771, was called before the court oi 
mrcetors to be examined about ic. * > ~ 

Then Mri Sumner being asked’ if he kneyv any, ‘ 
ibbg of^ ajdccd entered Into between the goyer- 
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nor and council, and committee of trade, to infars 
the carrying on the fait fbciety for one year? faidi 
that fuch a deed was entered into > the expre/s ternu 
of the deed he 'did' not recollect ; but hefaid, he 
confidcrcd it, as an engagement on the part of the 
proprietors, to pay to the company certain ftipula* 
ted duties, and on the part of the governor and 
council, to fecure to the proprietors the carrying on 
that trade for the fpaceof one year, or to favc and 
bear them harmicfs. Being asked, whether any 
mention was made of that deed by the governor and 
council upon record ? he referred your coounitiee 
to the confultations ofSeptember i5, 1765. And 
Mr. Sumner being asted, whether the deed.whith, 
n 77 /"'I executed, wasdrawnup 
rivj * *■« anlwered in the affirniJ- 

Some days after the above, examination, Mr.’ 
Srachcjr atnember of the committee, produced a 
pap«, which he faid he believed to bea copy of the 
deed of indemnity to protect the fociety of the fait 
‘’'.“.'‘'“'d a copy to be made, when 
he was tn Bengal la 1766. or January .767 : that 
the paper IS m the hand writing nf Mr. Come, 

Sdfhel Parties fubfcribedtoiti 

WllUm W hand writing of Mr. 

•uffi«Tate iretS^“ " t 

fo ordered to be made And 1“ ‘f' “Pf he 

■ ind being ashed tfhlMuIdV““'‘i,"°l‘“^ 

executed lcfo,= .h?“t^f‘^‘yV‘h«the deed was 

^.h=didnotltnoweheric?;it«u=;f|.^^ 

It 
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Tt appeared to the committee that a fecond deed 
of indemnity muft have been entered into with the 
commuice of trade but no (uch deed appeared 
before the committee, nor can they difcover any 
traces of it in the records of the company. It is 
certain, that after lord Qive and his feertt com- 
mittee had received repeated orders from the di- 
rectors, for the abolition of this fait monopoly, it 
was ncverthelefs kept up, continued and enforced.i 
igrceably to the engagements in the refpectivc> 
ord’s indemnity , and uven after the faith of thci 
^aleutta go\etnment had been repeatedly pledged 
Lo the natives, by public refoluuons and advertife-i 
ments, for aboUfliing the (bciety, and encouraging 
them to embark again in the fait trade. t 

The noble lord and his felefl: committee relm-/ 
c^uiHied with great reluflance their favourite mono-, 
poly, and the hypoenfy which they pradlifed, when 
no fubterfuge was left them for evading the com- 
pany’s 0"ders t 

They had m September 1765, acknowledged,; 
that the interelb of the nabob, with regard to fair, 
was no longer concerned, as the whole of the ducjea 
belonged to the company, who pofTenTing terri-i 
tonal jurifdi£lion, and having become thefovereigns 
ot a rich and potent kingdom, were not only thu 
colledtors, but the proprietors qf the revenue;., 

\ hUe the nabob’s power uas kept up only in ap* 
pearance In Ihorc, they had in the moftexpre^ 
terms aclmowledged, that they had transferred all 
the pow ers t6 thcmfclves, and that there exifteil na 
other government in Bengal Yet forgetful of whac 
they had fo lately written m the letter dated Cal- 
cuua January 24, lyfiy Lord CUve-, Mr. Verclft,- 

general 
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general Carnac and Mr, Sykes fet forth the ctils 
that, would accrue tromieltonng the former fr^c* 
dom of this trade, in the following words. “ We 
are nov/ direded totally to renounce all fliare in, 
andj benefit ariTing from this trade; it muftbe 
made over to the natives j the government muft of 
courfe come into poflellion; nor can ic be carried 
on Qihcrwife than upon the ancient footing of far- 
ni’mg it.out to miaifters, officers, favourites, aii'l 
dependants on i the government, who \yill rear ini- 
menfe fortunes upon the oppreffion and ruin of ifi! 
public, in defpice of our utmoft,influence and en- 
deavours. / * I ' 

The intervcnifon of fix months having obUccri- 
ted the rccoue£lion . of that unavoidable ruin ani 
oppreflion which were denounced in this letter, ths 
refident at the. Durbar, in Auguiv, 1767, tranf- 
nutted to the felccc commiuee the outlines of a plsa 
IOC commuting to the direftion and management 
of the nabob’s officers the falc of all the fait pro- 
uccd in Bengal.* The profits which under. tbs 
monopolizmg committee had been divided into fo- 
amo thereby dittributei 

amo-jg ,hc mm, ftp m J ollictr, of tho governrowt, 
"'I'lch appeared fo miqu.tous, that it 
»as chicdy on that account rejefted by the coal- 
",°'r 6"*^= their opinion, that 
be reLTt 1 ‘ r' °f ™ttkins fait IhoJi 

“'“‘5 "ho formerly detit=a 

m^nr nf^ “• "ho had no othtt 

‘heir families ” 

co^t^fdl'rea "hen ft* 

‘heirorders for ref- 
nng tnts trade to the nauyes, the noble projec- 

tor 
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tor qf the monopoly, anxjoufly foltcitous to pst- 
fuade them to rchnquifli iheir defign, and confiim 
the trade to the committee, as before; bold- 
ly reprefcnicd to the court, “That the natives, hav- 
ing never enjoyed the advantagcs'they propored to 
give them, wouid be aftomlhcd at to unexps^^ed 
and exthiordinary an indulgence.*^ Among othcf 
tophtftical arguments, his lord(hip urgqd » that Ic 
would be a convenient means for rewarding the 
fetvants and (hutting the door to the tolicitations of 
noblemen to providc-for the younger branches of 
^their families'; which he reprefented as a meafurc 
that might be apprehended, -if rewards were be- 
llowed from a commifiton granted either upon the 
company’s inveftment or their revenues, 'w , 

* But the fame noble lord,’ who had thus rccom-' 

tnended a' plan to exclude the Tons of the nobility ; 
was the-firft man who had dealt largely to Kimfclf 
a commiffion of one eighth per cent, upon thefe re- 
venues, amounting to near thirty thoufand pounds 
per annum: < ' .* 

• -The very attempt to juftify the monopoly infti- 
tuted by lord CUve'and his committee, Is an infult 
■on common fenfe ; nor can a better argument ever 
be offered in its fupport, than that which was gi- 
ven, with fo great applaufe, and fuccefs, by -r the 
noble monopohft, in his own juftification before the 
commons of Great Britain, drawn from the abili- 
ties of' the poor natives to pay the committee puces 

their fait, fromthew abftincncc, and parffmo- 
ny in their food, appatel and edifices. HU lord- 
fliip’s words were as follow : 

- “ The lowed vvages in/Beo^l ^are two rupees: a 
pionth, which is twenty-four rupees or three pounds 
' ' " per 
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per annum. The poor men can fcarcely be faldJo 
be at any other ejcpcnce than for eating , they drini 
nothing but water ; they wear no cloaths , their 
boufes arc built with mud or clay, thatched witli 
iiraw. Now I leave the houfe to judge, whether 
ihe expence of from hfteen pence to two fhillmgs 
and fix-pence a year for twenty pounds of fait, even 
to thoft, Uis,very pooreft of the inhabitants, caa 
be a grievance." Lord Clive’s fpeech 30th cf 
March 1772. ^ 

It has been mentioned that in April 17S5, loiJ 
Chve at Madrafs difcovered the very BourilhloB 
conditmn of the company's affairs in Bengal, By 
btsjprdmips account, in Novcndjiyr ivdc, their 
levenue eaclulive of all eapenceTamounird 10 
one million, feyen hundred thoufand pounds fled, 
per annum and his lordlhipwtth Mr. Verelft and 
fl. ,'^t ‘ ‘"'■““"""'‘“ee.afrutcd thedirec- 

da T that the happy prolpedt ass 

daily opening to Iheirviewoffccurtty and opulence 
ireafurv ^ while money flowing into they 

lovrr 7 m Country 

fhm I ’ P"" fliffufing Its bleflings, 

.hmu£,out sye,ydiflr,a of the nrbob’s dom.ni: 
aertme™: t fadviftd 

her n66 of ilr„ " ^ j . '*‘c=ctots. in Decem- 
becn made to ihe*cj*rrent'f"°" r' 
by their new gold coinaee 'd 
were unanimouflv of « committee 

January .767 '“cdflup. in 

/ 7 . mat the prorpcniy of the com- 

pacf’i 
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affairs m Bengal was fixed upon a IbUd and* 
i-rmani-nt balls , that then revunues were increa'^ 
rd bejond wliac they ever bcfbre^roduced, with- 
'toppreifing the mhabuanis , and that thcjr in- 
eltnient might be furniflicd, expences cuil and 
iihtary paid, and a large quanmy of bjlfionbsan- 
uailj fenc to China* without importiog a fingle 
bliar j I 

Yet the fune year of lord Clwc’s depatture, Mr. 
Tcrelft his furceffor and his commiue^, {It forth 
t large in their letter to the dirediors, the un~ 
oivard lymptoms of the decline of the trade and 
:urrency of the prov inccs , the fatal cffeils of nv kich 
hey began to e'rpencnce in the moib alarming 
legree, 

Thego’d coinage, which in December 176^, was, 
•eprefented to have added fo immcnfriy to the cur- 
•ept ffecie of the country, was fuppreffed in July* 
1768, being ojic of the principal caufes of the 
jankruptc) among the merchants, h^c. 

The fame year Mr Vcrellb and his committse 
;uriher reprefenttd CO the court ol’ dire6tors, than 
irade was ftagnaced, and the feitlement in a Hate 
of bankruptcy, that the moll reputable men in the 
fcrvicc could wuh diPiculty procure filver fuihticnc 
for the p^^men^ of their lervancs wages and tint ^ 
they f-''pcCttd Ihortly to Lt obliged, to^collcil the 
revenues in the commodtucs produced in the coun- 
try, without having a profpe< 5 b of vending them at ^ 
any rate, as the merchants would be totally depn-^ 
vt-d of the means to purcl af, them i hey infor-> 
med the prcfident and fclcei committee of Port St. 
G“erj,w, th..t tSengal was in the moll: declining 
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had been placed in the moft illufory light, and tre ‘ 
fiiuaiion was then fo cntjcal and precarious, tM 
they had refolved to curtail the company’^ inveil 
Trent, %;hich they afterwards reduced to llxt) Lif 
lacks of rupees. 

Mr Verellt acquainted the directors uo }esrs 
after lord Ch\e’s reformation, that though thej'hal 
then little reafon for fears from abroad ,^yet dJ 
internal ftate of the provinces was a matter of 
concern , and unlcfs provided for by fpeedy 
cffectuaL meafurcs, they muft moulder into rua 
of themfelves, without the intervention of any cat 
my. Yet this gentlemen after his acceflion to th 
prefidency of Beagal, had wrote to the direcion 
chat the company’s affairs were in the moft floiJ 
riftung condition, “ the ftate of which and 
whole eount^ uas fuch as afforded the moft plei 
fing alTcmblage of fortunate circumftances, and d 
profperous events,* than had occurred at any 
nod ” 


At aconfultation held the i6th of Auguft 
thefclect committee were unaDimoufly of opmio'’; 
/ that the then ftate of the revenue, public and pn 
\ate commerce, manufaclures and agriculioio 
as fuch as gave room.ror the molt fenous sppi^ 
htnlions.-and that the dcelme m each of 
grand concerns had fpread ufclf fo a» to produce ! 
rood aiitmmg crifis m the company’s aSairs, s=-* 
• rn s general letter from Bengal, of the fame )=« 
thed.tcctors were further informed, that, fuh''-^ 

mat the mod opuleni’ among the native n-achssc 

their ca(h up m thtir chclls, to th; lending it a( i' 
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creft, even -.to the mbit refpectable character a- 
nohgfl the company’s fcrvants.i.' ' 

' Such were- the bletred effects' in Bengal of the 
wafted regulations of ’the noble refor'mecand his 
ounfellors,' for the-governmehc' of a commercial 

mpire. ' Such was the fuccefsful endeavoufsof this' 

ornmlttee, alternately taking upon thenifelves the 
lufinefs.of merchants,- foldiers, inquifitbrs, judges 
i-gjOatots, and executive magiftrates' during -the 
yr^nnical'-period of- their adminiftration'.-'.' ' / 

Nor were the imp'utatiohs'of this committee' Ibfs 
njutious to 'the whole body. of the company 's’-fer- 
ants cml and military ; they had the Injuftice and 
ffrontery to accufe them ofrapaciouftiefs, edrrup- 
lon, yenahty, and of every' fpecies of' vice and 
nmorahty , andthey fofarimpofed.on the diros-' 
ors, that in their letterofthe'ryth ofMay-rySS- 
«S":s[:£V“^8htowritetotlie.^ble 
f the ftrongeftfenfe of the deplorable 

late to which ou t afiairs were on the point of being 
educed /rom the corruption and rapacity ofom 
-ivonts ancj tlie univerfal depravity of manneVi* 
hroiighoutthe fctllcmcnt ; we agree-entircly witir 
ourlordlhip, that the' train of our affairs^were - 
have-bro'ughc 

is.to a nioftdangcrous fituatioa.” :; ■ ■ ■ 

• And yet fuch had been the rapid an-f aftonid-. 
ngeltects upon -the whole, coiiimuni y rf ho 
vhokrome and feafonable condition of Ae nbbiu 

cltr:ga!nt 

j panegyric in the Britifli fenate"~layt‘ 

aTl 
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all their faults upon their faenyans in India ; ilje ci* 
ble orator thus proceeds : 

‘‘ hence, l;r, arifes the clamour againft tlu 
Englilh'gcntlcrnen inTIndia. But look at'tiiemma 
Tenred nation, when returned to England, 'whes 
they are no longer nabob’s and fovereigns ofth: 
Ealt. See if there beany thing tyrannical in ihnf 
difpofuion towards their inferiors ; fee if they are 
not good and hutnanc inaders ; are they not chan- 
table ? are they not benevolent ? are’ they not g:- 
ncrous ? are they not hofpiiable.? if they are, \h> 
-Sir, not contemptible members of foclety', and if 
in all their dealings between man and rnan* thelt 
conduct is flrictly honourable : if in Ibort, there 
has not yec been one character found amongft theai 
fufficiently ilagttious for Mr. Foore to exhibit on 
the theatre in the Haymarkct, n'ay we not cor* 
elude, that if they have erred, it has been becau'« 
they, w-ere men, placed m fituailons fubject to 
little orno controd." ' '■ ' 


From the pretended diiTolute' hate -of Calcutta 
entendent to lord CUvcs arrival, Mr. Verdft 
tends to IheW the neceCity the felect ccmmiit« 
were under of rcclarroing ihe junior civil fervarG 
from the debauchery in which- they uercimmtr- 
'r !- jj ^'l^ovjng ar a great diflahce the prorpect 
ofludden acquired wtallh, and alfo of.IdTenicg 
tne .nccmcsoffubaltcrn n illury ofircers for th=r 
piefervafonof onkr.nddifcipli^,; which gocUrJ 

incrc 

>otne finglifn empire in EerK^I. 

In 
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In another part, the feket coTtn^Utce clefciibed 
■jc immednte effects of thefe reformations to have 
cen in the higheft degree, diftrefsful, having en- 
angered the morals of the junior civil ferv ants, 
om the preffing fcantmefsof their monthly allovv- 
aces, and reduced the lubaltern officers io low, 
lac there was fcarce a poffibihty of ihcir fubfift- 
ig and maintammg the appearance of gentlemen, 
nd rendered the qlficers who had refigned or been 
ifmifled, the injured objects of diftrefs and op- 
ircfiion 

As the committee have magnified in other places 
he advantages of ihcir information, and aflumed 
o themfelvcs a great merit for their occonomy m 
•very department, vewiU collect together a few 
acts, and fubmit them in one point of view, to 
ho reader’s judgment 

The firft object which offer themfelvcs are the 
xccounts current, laid before the board at Calcutta, 
by the prefidents’lord CUve and Mr Verelft, on 
thtir rclpcctivc rcfignation of the company’s go- 
vernment, And on Mr Richard Smith’s quitting 
the command of the army Thefe accounts were 
exhibited in fuch a mode, that if lord Clive’s for- 
tune had not been already made, and hvs reputa- 
tion for difintercllcdntfs eJlabliHied, they might 
na%e proved the truth of his lordfh p’s remark, that 
t.%ery man who is perrtnued to make a bill, makes 
a fortune , 

Bv lord Clive’s account, dated the gift of De- 
cc'nber it ftands on the recordj of the 

company, it appears that the following charges 
wvrcneccffinly and unavoidably incurred on th'-ir 
account, V iz. 
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77^5, May 3d. ^ ^ ' • 

Tor the expences of his lordfiiip s 
voyage from Engian 4 » until his 
arrival at Calcutta, exclufive r ^ ^ 

of 3000I. paid for this purpofc 
by the directors current ru- 
pees 73 A ^9 H ' 

176^, December 31ft. , 

For fundry expences under* the ‘ 

head of charges general, from‘ , ^ , 

his lordfliip's arrival in Cakut- ‘ 

ta to thlsday — — 99,6x9 12 ' 

For his lordfhip’s table expences 

from ditto to ditto — $ 7 *^ 4 ^ * } 

For hU lordlhip’s cxpcnccs in 
cfoaths and /inen, from ditto 
toditto — — i6»987 + 7 

For wages to fecretarics, afljft* , 
ants and ftewards from ditto to ^ 

Jiito >7 19*722 II 4 

For charges of feeding five ele- 
phants — — 941 14 0 

For certain loQes on the temit- 

unce of his Iord(liip*s]agOeer. 8»375 4 1 
For pbtc given to the Dutch go- 
.vercors at the Cape of Good 
Hope and at Chinfurch ~ 9 ^ 

For the fortune \iiih which Ins 
lorJllup was p’caftd to reward 
hii faitliTiM fctvaat Edward ' 

. I'hdpot, Lfq, 15 2 

■ Current Hupces 353,895 7 ^ 



37.5<'3 S S 


C »)5 J' 


Making at the exchange of two 
ihilhngs and three ptnee per 
cuircnt rupee, pounds ftert 
Ditto for the following articles ^ 
exhibited in his lordihipS fur- 
ther account laid before the 
boufe of commons m March 


- 1,772, ViS. 

For fundry charges of falaries, 
» table expenccs and wearing ap- 
parel — — 

For fundry other expenccs paid 

in England 

For other fortunes given to the 
following gentlemen 
To Henry Strachey, Eft^, — 
Edmund Malkclyne, Efq, — 
Samuel Ingham. Efq. — 
Edward Philpot, ,Efq,* ^ — 
JVIcflrs Wynne, ArchdcUm,Cowe 
and Duccrei — — 


4.795 14 ^ 
S,S;1.6 5 7/ 


15,942 16 II 
13 W ^9 9 
9,161 19 to 
3,196 15 I 

5,402, o o 


43.763 7 


jC ^ 5»95^ 


The total amount^of lord Clive’s charges being 
cighry-five thoufand, nme ^lundrcd and fifty eight 
pounds, fixteen fiiillingVand ten pence, which is 
laid to have exceeded ail the emoluments reaped 
hy his lordfhip from the lak trade, conimiilion ca 
rl s revenues, prefents and perqudites whatever, 
durmg h»s ihort cxcurfion to India, in the fum cf 
5,8 1 61 x5s pd. 

By 



By Mr. Verclft's account, wKicb^ie^as in 
tion of his noble prcdeceffor recorded inihefai« 
manner on ihe company’s books, dated the 31ft « 
Odlober 1769, it appears his houfe cxpence>, 1«- 
•vants wages, btc. from January *767, toOcioto 
1769, amount to current rupees 424,554. 
at two ftiillings and three pence per current rupcS) 
make fterlmg 47,762!, 6s- 6d. 

By colonel Smith’s account, da- . • ' 

tod November the 9th 1769, ' 

it appears be gave away in 
' prefents, which he gracioufly 
beftowed on the Great Mogul, 
and on other princes and gran- 
dees ofHmdoftan, with whom 


he had long and intimate con- 
nexions, funnutrupces ' 124,606 0 0 

And the colonel’s tAble expeners ' 
from the firft of Auguft*i766^ ' 
to thefirfeof Augufe 1769, arc 

fetdownat 187,200 o 0 

Making at ts. 3d, per current 

rupee, — ■ fierling 38,936 15 3 

The next proofs of occonomy 
we will fclect irom the reve- 


nue department, among wh*ch 
the firft arc tltc charges ftand- 
ing on the company s^books 
under the extraordinary titles 
of charges of convivial cmer- 
tainmcnis andcnafi^ucradedrcf- 
fes far EngHlh gentlemen : and 
alfo under the head of rolfum 
or cufiora. 
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riic djargcs uruJer tliefe difgul- 
Icd titles Hand as follow, April 
1766. 

The liead of entertainments, ficca 

rupees 45»373 ® ^ 

^pnl 

Under the head of dretTcs for lord 
Clivc, Mr. Sumner, general 
Carnac, Mr. Vlarry Verelft, 

Mr. Francis Sykes, Mr. Ran. 
dotph Marnotr, Mr. Hugh 
Watts, Mr* Claud RuficI, Mr. 

William Aldcrfey, Mr. 'I ho* 

* inas Kcirali, Mr. Charles . * 

Fl^oycr,a gentleman unknoHn, ' 

Mr. Edward Maskclme, Mr, 

Altfxandtr Campbell, Mr, 

Samuel Ingham, Mr. Henry 
Strachey and others — 45 , 7 <o O O 

April 1768. 

Head drclTcs, for Mr. Harry 
Vercift, Mr John Carnac, co- 
lonel Richard Smith, Mr. Fnn- ' 

cU Sykes, Mr. Richard Bechan, 

Mr. Janio Alexander. Mr. 

Chud UuiTcl, Mr. WilUaoi 
AlJerfcy, Mr Charles Ffloy-r, 

Mr Alt xander Campbell, Mr. 

Coart, &c — . 79,^81 4 ^ 

Ruflum, or cuftom 
for Mr. Sykes’s ta- 
ble — 24*000 o o 

For chairmen and 
porters fer carry- 

y ing 



brought forward 24,000 o O 

ing Mr. VerelfV, 
colonel Smith, 

Mr. Knott and o- 
' iher gcrvtUraea 
with their necef- 
farles backwards 
and forwards 35 , 9*5 o O 
April 1769. 59 * 9*5 ° 

The head drefTes for Mr- Harry 
Verclft, Mr. John Cartier, co- 
lonel Richard Smith, Mr. 

Richard Becher, Mr. Francis 
Sykes, Mr. James Alexander, 

Mr. Claud Ru/lcl, Mr. TJkj- 
mas Runtbold, 'WiUiam 
Alderfey, Mr, Thomas Kcl- 
fall, .Mr. Charles Ffloycr and 
others' — — ’ 78,535 4 

Rodum, for Mr. 

Sykes’s table 24,000 o o 

For charges of bear- 
ers or chairmen, 
to carry fundry 
KnglUh gentle- 
men backwards 
and forwards, and 
for pofimcn ftati- 
oned to carry fruits 
to Calcutta — ^4*472 1 5 o 

AM- ' 88,472 U ' 

April 1770. 

The head of drclfcs for Mr. f fairy 
ycrelfr, Mr, Joha Cartier, ct>- 
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Jonel Richard Smith, Mr- 

Jiichard Becher, Mr. James , ' 

y\le3cander, Mr.^ Claud Rufiel, 

Mr. Thomas R^umbold, Mr. 

William Alderfey, Mr. Tho- 

pias Kclfall, Mr. Charles 

hfloyer, Cylr« Robert MaddeG- ' 

ton and others 84,^57 ® 

Ruffum for Mr. Be- 
chet’s table 24,000 O o 

JS’j For chairmen carry- 
ing funclry Bnglilh 
gentlemen baeV- 

wards and for- ■» ^ 

wards 28,709 15 o 

52,709 15 o 

Total current rupees at two flul- 
lings and three pence fterl. 69,543 15 3 

The few articles already before us, cxhtbited at 
t); one view appears as follow * , 

I 6^ Dec. To amQOiu of the bills made 

by lord Clue 85,958 16 10 

1769 Oft. to ditto, byMr.Verein: 47,762 6 6^ 
Nov to ditto, by Colonel Smith 38,936 15 3 

Apttl 1 770 ditto, by the Durbar, 
prcfiJcnt and members of the 
fcleft committee, 8:c forchar- 
ges of Afiatic drcllcs, enter- 
tainments and travelling <.2- 
.curuons for ihcmfclws and 
friends 69,543 15 o 
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This fort of excluHve comiTiunicaiion.v.';s crer 
found by the company's governors in India, lobe 
the grand fource of their private cmolumcnU} 
and however ncccflary or expedient the coni{.an)’i 
ftanding order on this point might at firft appear, 
yet there wjs never lutTicient checjts clbbliihcd b 
a bufinefsof fuch moment to their own prorper.:/, 
and to the welfare or the natives of India. 


1 he iranfadlions of the company's ruling fer* 
vanis, from the firfl period of their interfering witb 
thepohiicsof India, bateat all times affordedfif* 
ficient experience of the ncceflity of fuch checks. 


The abufe of this exclufivc privilege of co-mmuni* 
cation wiih.thc nabob and his officers,- was "hit 


wuo.itic nauoD ana ms omcers,- was 
principally provoked the refentment of Sojah si 
Dowlah, which in June 1766, brought on thekft 
of Calcutta. At this , time, Mr. \Villiam Wata, 
the compan^r’s chief at Coflimbuzar, was their po- 
litical negociator at the Durbar at Marihadab?d, 
J‘‘ 5 '’«'«n^ertheaurpiccs of colonel Clive, bo con- 
duced that confpiracy, which in 1757, terminated 
in the expulfion of the nabob, and the acquifition 
of ihecolonersjaghirc. His lordfhip informed th; 
•houleofcommons,th3tMr. Watts emploved t«o 
or three months in the ncgociation of that revolu* 
tiori ; and that the corrcfpondence was carried on 
entirely between bimfelf and Mr. Warts, and alfo 
there never was a crifis in which Jt was fo requlfiw' 
• to be acquainted with die pro- 

!.e rendl? the prefident and 

-■ecolt v e r''“ net entered in 

t..e coLotry cotterpctidence, or any where elfe.” 
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“By this fupp^€^fiton. the company were left en- 
rely in the dark, with refpe^h to more than a wholi? 
ear’s tranfadlions of the greateft moment; buc 
;hat is more extraordinary, fuch papers as Lord 
■live did pofiefs, he did not think hirnfelf under 
n obligation to produce, as not relating , to the 
ommercial atfairs of his conftituents, whofe-de- 
lendance, according to his lordlhip's ideas, at the 
ime which thefe papers related to, was transferred 
rom the Indian government to a dcpcndance upon 
limfelf. , , 

When the patentiof the jagliire was-'put into 
-ord Clive’s hands by JuggatSeat, in the prefenee 
if Mr Sykes, Mr Scrafton, and major Carnac, his 
ordlhlp Paid, I confefs it gave me the greateft. 
ikafure to find it to be the lordfiiip of the com- 
Jany’s laws, becaufe the company was thereby 
freed from all dcpendanccon the government.’* 

The court of direftors m their letter of the 
of December 1765, complained to their noble pre- 
Idcnl and council, of grofs {uppreflions in the coun- 
try correfpondence, and that the copies thereof 
which was Cent home, were evidently unfaithful re- 
gifters. ^ 

The intelligent reader will readily conceive the 
real caufe of that jcaloufy which the company’s 
governors have ever flicwn at any perfon’s corre- 
Jponding uith the officers of the country govern- 
ment, except through tbcmfelvcs s although the ob- 
jections oftcnfibly urged againft fuch correfpondence 
have been, that it was coniraTy to the Handing or— 
d;r qfthe company,! degradation of the prefident’s 
dignity, or an interference with his official dep-it- 
p^enr. ^ . 

' T' ’ 
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TBer.obleprefidcntjWhoin the tranfa^lions ofhlj 
cwQ, had feen and experienced the good efferis of 
this exclufive'communication.wasbleircd \vIthacofn- 
Kiittee, who were the firll to give examples to thcit 
fellow-fervants of that unanimity, felf-denial, and 
diiintereftednei^ which his lordlhlp deemed clTcn* 
till to the welfare of the fervice. Within lefs ihaa 
a month after their arrival at Calcutta, they rcjol- 
?ed that all inicrcoiirfe with the nabob, his mini- 
fieri, and the country powers, rtiould be condudei 
Ey the noble prefident. 

When all communication was thus concentered in 
the governors and commanders in chief of the com- 
pany’s armies, they found it an eaJy task atalliimes 
to caufe a revolution, to fecure the copnmercial in* 
^courfe of the company, as a jaghirc to free them 
irom depcndance on the country sovernmenff 
of a pen, a Joan could b? 
changed into a donation or legacy, which might 
convert^ into a fund for the maintenance of' 
invalid or fuperannuated of^cers, and their wi* 

UOWS - • * I 


"> jullily revolutions, atchieK 
A community, unit 
•Ituitevf by the.r employers; wliilit they lived un 
Indian governm-ent, the 
they peace ftipulatcd with it 

and ‘""'Sfes to promote ireachtr; 

ces c air" ""’“"6 ‘'>= chief olhoers ofthept.n 

SnaUh “"'•erected by force and tr« 

N?r lb n men, toned befW 
.hat the*’!!"?, 

csbibit-.dalKneof June 1757 

utne of treachery and rebellious roi-t 
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and noc fcf a contefted and glorious victory, that 
could cf Urdf be made the illollrious foundation of _ 
an Irlilibaruny; m w'hatcvcr light it might have 
been reprefented, to impofe on the^fovereign and 
the nation, happy it was for the company that the 
defeated nabob’s numerous arroy'made fo little re- 
fiftance j that according to Mr icrafton, there were 
iily‘ievcnty men killed and wounded. 

All the company’s iervants know that SHAW 
VLLUM, the impovcrilhed, abufed, and deluded 
vlogul emperor, was placed on the miruud to con-’ 
itm Lord CUve’s jaghire ; colonel Dow deferibed 
lis fituation as follows ; “ He keeps the poor re- 
fcmblance of a court ac Hlahabad, where a few 
amrahs tn hopes of better days to. their prince, hai 
vine expended their fortunes in his fervice, flill 
cxiitthe rigged psnfioncrsoflus poverty, and but*' 
dtn his gratitude with their prefen’ce.'^ 

• The political manoeuvres of the company’s ru- 
ling fervants with the great Mogul, and the nabobs 
of Bengal, nBed.no commentaries. Every body is 
now acquainted with the reafons of the progrefs of 
Eaft -India ftock from the year 1765 to 1769, m 
confequence of the very exaggerated and impofin_g 
accounts tranfmitred from India', and the purchafes 
of that ftorlc made by Lord Clive* Thus were 
the proprietors deluded 'in voting an ' additional 
ten years grant of the jaghire for that noble 
lord. 

If we confider the operation of the fait monopo- 
ly •, the fudden fortunes obtained by the fclctfbcom- 
mittee gentlemen, and the acquifitiohs made by all 
his lordlhip’s ocher friends, dependents and crea- 
tures, under the nominal princes of Bengal, toge- 
ther 
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ther witli the powerful cficas anj fecrct advanta- 
ges attainable by wealth from feats and fuifragcj la 
public aifcmblics, we may caftly perceive how fit 
the fccrecy of emoluments, or pecuniary gratiSci* 
tions, were removed by the grant of the revenu 
to the EnglifhEaft: India company, and he will cot 
be at a lofs to difcover the private advantages of 
the Dewannee fyftcni, “called in dcrifion, dt 
double government." 

At a feleft confultation held the inth of Fcbri»: 
^7 0 * upon a complaint from their tool the de- 
puty nabob. Mahomed UazaKhawn, of theop- 
pre ions pradlifcd by Gomaftahs in general, ih: 

‘^^guJaiion, already mention- 
hoflr already employed in theb* 

pervvannahs byths 

tobiy or fell *At^thTr‘“" 

likewir,. „i!‘ r J Jamc committee they were 

Raza Khw ^ ‘n*kc a merchant of Mahomet’ 

Vinci f P'-^^od in a whole pro- 

trade and r] i ^he further benehc of 

- no^Tlrdr P'“ “f 

the aate of f ® coinage, which aliercd 
country, effeaualllS’' tbroughout the whole 
ver fpicle and leL' n'' ■“ remaining Cl- 
comp‘^„7: and 4 r/tc'" 
threw into the h4d of’t'pf"*”"’'^ meeting, they 
opium trade of the provinl/of ‘ 

Til? 
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The riobte prcRdent pleaded befbip ths honfe o? 
OTOmons, ui juftificaiion of his having adopted hb 
>Ian, “ That as the gold coinage was a fobjeft 
cry much out of his fphere, that he was totally 
jnacquainied with the proportions of alloy, and 
he mixture of metals • .and that he did not re- 
civc a farthing advantage from it. ^ An honoura- 
)le member prefent oppofed to the apology of hb 
ordQitp, the comparative cafe ol a quack doftor* 
vhohad opened a principal artery, and of thedeath 
his patient, endeavoured to juftify himfclf upon 
ms Ignorance of anatomy." ^ 

In order to make aH Ihew of their great regard 
Tor the poor indufti^ous natives, at another com- 
raittCG held the 15th of Auguft, upon private in- 
formation taken ftom one CafGnaut, in a Nummary 
way, peculiar to themfelves, they collefted from 
a number of merchants, who were accufed of fel- 
ling fait at prices exceeding the rates eftablilhed by 
the committee, notefs alum chan 41,535 rupeesj 
bur they kept u for fuch good and clbntable pur- 
pofes as the governor and council fbould direct, 

Ar ilicir meeting of the loth of Sepfembarj, 
t.766, when they rcfolvcd upon calling all compa- 
ny's fcrvanisand other Europeans from the inland 
countrv and the fubordinate factories, it was pre«. 
tended to be only' meant fur fecurlng the ncccllary 
authority to the government and protection to indi- 
viduals. But they excepted from .tliU order fuch 
perlbas as they were pleafed, upon the fame pre- 
tcijcu, while, out of regard to their own agents* 
particularly thofecmplo)ed in the fait bufinefs j ac 
a cun-miitec of the' 7th October iy 66 , they can- 
celled cenaia penalty bonds, which two of ihofe 
^ Z agcfils 
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tagents had given for their good behaviour, ssJ 
were alfo gradouQy plcaisd to indulge thofegts- 
llcinen with the privilege of trading duty free. 

Such was theiacihty in ilic opcrailonsof aritb- 
mclic and the indulgence in the auditors of ac* 
counts, the Inppy eircctof that unanimity altb« 
public boards, which had been fo frequently ard 
defervcdly commcndul by lord Clive, Mr. Vcrdfi 
and the reft of the felccl committee at Calcuitii 
Not only the charges of thefe extraordinary ac- 
counts were palled without the nccefiary vouchen* 
But his lordftiip ami Mr. Verclft were fufierei 
equally uncontrouled to fix their own value upefl 
the pearls, -rubict, emeralds, and diamonds wHcb 
jhey were pleafcd toinfert in thofc accounts as re* 

Celved in nr^l>>n»e 


ceived in prefcnis. , 

As to colonel Smith’s account. It had been 
ways the^ practice of the Indian princes to rcturo W 
the Englifli fudars or commanefers three times d* 


value of what they received in complimentary pf®* 
lenis 5 but from the refpeftive accounts of 
nor Verelft and the general, itfeems that their no* 
tions of^ fupporiing the company’s dignity 
diametrically oppofite, for while the parfimoDio>y 
governor appears to have conferred nothing upc» 
the country princes, the general appears to have 
been above receiving any thing from them on d‘5 
company’s account. 

The coovival entertainments mentioned befote. 
call to our minds the condition of the fubiugat® 
Afiatie provinces, under the degenerated Roman!,’ 
aurmg the luiturious and corrupt liaoes of that c»- 
ov P!“'arch'»life of Mark Antbo- 

y» lat nc gave hU cook the houfe of a magi’®' 
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!an citizen, for drcfling hjs fupper according to 
IS taile ^ 

The reports before the houfe of commons af* 
Drd many other proofs of the fame fpecies of occo- 
amy in the B?ngal government after they took the 
Wannee flora the year 1765 to 1770, during 
<hich period we have many mllancoa of confid^- 
ab\c fums being aheimed from the company’s 
:ftate or revenues, and given witbobt doe nnlbo 
•ity, to the dependents ofgentlemea of power and 
nfluence Of this kind appears even many confi- 
Jcrable jagueers, granted ro a variety of people 
from the nominal nabob’s deputy, Mahomet Raza 
Khawn, down even to colonel Smiths benyan. 
Fifty villages were granted to him m the name of 
Roy Kcllorani Of this fpri appears alfo the peni 
Con of eighteen thoufand rupees per artnumj col- 
Jefted tn the Bahar proiinces, by the ilngle ap- 
pointment of lord Clive, for Almad Yar Kh*wa 
Laity , concerning which, when Mr Ver>“.l> 
fucceffion, and the fclcdt comnuuee iHquir-d ci 
the fupervifor of that province, on whatpss:^ 
a fcparatp coUeftion was made for ihatf^ 

,lhac Mr Alexander could learn was, liai T - / y 
l^sas a man of diftmtiion, whofc hou^c^ zzizily 
had been plundered, by the nabob r Ail/ 
Khavn, Mr Alexander hid 
ftr it was another Lanly whom '*££7 
dcred. And of this kind alib* 
fion of duties UEon a Is'ge „ 

amount of 47.769rup1.es, t 
tpGhifaul, without any 
ir Inftead of 30 rLD*'»p£r 5 ? r-f.^ ^ 
flit, he paid only ^ j 
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White meafures fitnilar ts thefe were tranfacui 
iQ every part of the provinces, under the couQir| 
government, it was not extraordinary that th 
court of cUreCrors Ihould fbon experience that ibj 
Dawanee collectors fcarce anfwered any other pu* 
pofe than defraying tl.e civil and military chai^n 
of their prcfidcjicy of Bengal. But this lort of bj- 
finefs being for a long while under the manage* 
ment of the prefident and members of thefeent 
committee, and the directors being ncceflaril^ ut 
acquainted with the difguiled or real names af'l 
connections pf the perfons mentioned in the rccou 
■which the committee was plcafed to tranfmit from 
’India , that court have been, frequently as dellitwifi 
of materials wherewith to trace a fact, orchrek 
deceptions of this fort, as iF no accounts bad bifid 
ienc them. For example, when they faW Iranfac* 
tions of fijcha nature upon their boojvS^ howcou'4 
they divine that the before-mentioned J^aitly 
the brother of the late Khode Laiily, who 
IVIecr JalHer's competitor for the mufnud, 
the expulfion of the nabob, Sujah al Do«hb 
This is^tiie man mentioned by Mr* Walts* 
confiderable perfon. who had offered himfelf as « 
bob, bur who was rejeetpd by colonel Clive m 
vour of Mecr Jafiier, As his abilities 

greater, his reputation better,' and his Connecticut 

more cxtenfi\e than ihofe of LaiUy.’r How coalj 
the court of directors conjecture, that Glofaul 
a child, and the fon ofMr Verelft's banyan? Of 
how could they cuefs that Roy JCdioram 

banyan to colonel Smith. ^ * 

The public v,r„s, embeffies, or deputatioos I" 
.Jld iropi Uic pi.nccsind mmiHers of ihe-couoi'y 

fill/ 
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tally wih chl^ufelefs and unwarranted profufion 
while Bengal was governed by this committee a$ 
informers » the molh notorious tranfactlon of this, 
kind, was the excurlion-of Mr. Cartier, colonel 
Smith, and Mr. Cloud UuiTel, in November 1/63, 
to the court of the nabob Suj-\h al Dowhh; it was 
pretended for the purpofes of this embalfy, that 
tnis prince was meditating hoftiticsagainlt the Eng- 
JiHi; and thefe memoirs were corroborated princi- 
pally by colonel SmithVlettcrs to the prcfidency, 
were at length made the bafis of a new treaty , by 
which that nabob was rcftnfted to a number of 
forces ^/hich be ^never had on foot. At a tima 
when the prefident and felect committee were con- 
ihntly complaining to the directors of the low 
ftateof the company's finances, near four lacks of 
rupees were diiTipatcd upon this deputation, as 
prefents necelTiry for fupporting the honour of the 
company } whofo dignity was again on this occa- 
'fion, fo punftiUouny'ccnfidcred, that no returns 
were received by the deputies on the company's 
account. The court of directors have oflatcfeen 
through this farce. 

If the proofs already produced be not deemed 
i fuflicient irt the opinion of any impartial reader, to 
I fee in a true light, the demerits of the committee, ' 
or the points of abufe of authority in their public 
ftations, iniquitous 'deceptions and concealments, 
and profufion of the public money, let him petufc 
the 4th report of the fecret committee of the houfo 
of,commons, on the fubject of the celebrated Mal- 
cot, he will fee there a rax eftabhflied, "th it was 
unlimited m its extents, becaofe the confcientes 
of the collectors were the only mcafures of its nc- 
^ ^ ceflity i 
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ceflity, ,an<J equitably in Us operations, becac* 
their own accounts were the, only checks upoQti' 
collectors; ' he will there, fee large fums ackno* 
lodged to have been collected by a mode, deftru. 
tive of the manufactories and agriculture of d 
country, and productive of fuch fccnes of Iniqt 
oppreflion, . and peculation, as are far bejon 
dcfcripiion ; while the harmlefs fubjected inhsb 
tants, deprived of the iprotectlon of their nath 
princes, have had no other refource left them, b. 
to heaven /or julUcc; and. he will iikewife tU: 
difeover, that this wicked mode of collection "s 
originally eQablithed by lord Clive and thft Teltc 
committee. 

^ 13ut the Malcoat collection was continued, ’so 
increafed to an amazing extent after his lordOiip' 
» and from the fums thereby levied u|>5 

ihepoof natives, Vasdifeharged the debts wWt 
bad bean contracted at the Durbar for the chargt 
of the dreflbs and entertainment of Engliflj 
iltmen, under the heads already noticed ; while iH 
accounts of thofe extraordfnary charges «« 
audacrpufly concealed from the knnwipdpc of 


company ; arifing, as the prefident apprehefideJ 
Irom.thc fear the gentlemen of the felect cofiuni^f 
-nad, that the company would not permit fqch a 
'“P‘ “P- notwithftanding it 
5“ ? .'*■= cy's of the coustry 

if V ’ M held In the utmoil veneration. 

fhrouQirtK 1 t committee of Calcdtt* 
cnevandudf contradiction, inconfi*^' 

obtain iinm vvhich they praciifed 

t vntcJ honours and emoluments to them* 

' fclyC^r 
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:lves,' wbile they impolcd upon fluctuating and 
jnoranc courts of directors, to the injury of the, 
Laft India proprietors and the public, and to the 
ifljonour and prejudice of their fellow fervanis. 

1 he reader has fcen fome of the manv righte- 
lus means by which Bengal was governed unde^ 
heir admmidration , and the operative eSects ot 
hat govcxfmerlt have been fticv.n, by the teftima- 
ly on record, of thofe moft concerned in it, to 
lave been no other than the fudden reduction of a 
yhole nation from a high pitch of affluence and 
irofpcruy to the loweft degree of mifcry. Where 
hen Will be the fcnfations of benevolent mtnds,^ 
.vhen upon the fame records, they fee thofe effects 
Icfcrlbed to have been produced b) counfels and 
regulations founded on the moft confummatc wif. 
jom ahd juftice ^ yet fuch were the reprefenta- 
tions which m the midft of the diftreffcs of th6if 
ruined country, the poor tools of nabob’s were 
fojeed to give, while"* The mouths of every body 
were fulf of the praifcs of the noble governor and 
gentlemen of the council for their judicious and up- 
right management of the affairs of the empire, and 
their regard for the welfare of it’s inhabitants ” ’ 

In thediredlionof all the matters concerning the 
political interells of the company, the correfpond- 
ence of late years, with the princes of India, has 
been confined folely to the prefidents or /elect 
committees, to \yhom the court of directors have 
at different times, thougiic proper to intruft the 
Conduct of theufjflcm On this principle, by a 
fixed regulation for practice, called a ftanding or- 
der, in thecompiny’sfervice , fucl\correrpond<nce 
h..^ been ufually carried on through the channel 
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of the governor only, with directions for fi'nitJ 
lay the copies thereof before the board , and tL 
h^has^ geperally performed in fuch manner anJ« 
fuch times, as he deemed nccelTary and convenitSy 
Upon this fyftent it IS plain, that the Afiatiepm* 
ces muft naturally look up to the governor, asth 
fble admlniflrator of all jultice, pro^ption, sd 
power under the company j contrary to every pn> 
ciple of the Britilh government. Andthegor^- 
nor being under lutlc or no conirou!, in this but 
nefs, the board at Calcutta, or the directors a 
England, have never had any ftronger ch'tck, 
his integrity for their fecurity in obtaining dj 
Knowledge of the ftatc of the negociaiionswuhtb 
co^try powers, on which their ail depended. 

On the 2 2d of October this enlightened co^ 
mii^e alfo made a regulation to confine the traded 
all Europeans to certain articles, they compofed* 
tnoft ridiculous lift under the denomination oft* 
ports from the prefidency and factories ; and 
trade from one part to another of thofc cxtenfi»« 
territories was abfoluiely prohibited, ^ on pain cf 
confifcation of the goods to be appropriated atih* 
picifurc of the committee. A few days aftet- 
wards, they hkewife rommirted the fuperinicri 
enccofthis bulmcfs to their tool Mahomed 
Khawn, w^ was directed to caufe all persannsl-* 
and Without dehy. 

P^rons as coul 

rSce 

military om ,1 P^'mecs, while a numbet.isf 

further on of duties. 

■ their 0*0 fubjection that the counttr 
would 
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■ould not produce fo much raw filU as the, company 
ad required tor Europe, while private mercn^ntsi 
ere permitted to deal in that article. At a com- 
lutee held the 27th of December 176^, thejr 
ere alfo plcafed to leftrain or prohibit trade in 
i\ac commodity alfo* * > < 

Upon the inland or circular traffic of the Bengal 
irovinces, wholly depended the profperity of their 
xternal commerce, and the annual liquidation of 
I large balance in their favour, .front the adjacenc 
md other difiant countries, whofe merchants were 
ifcd yearly to refort to their frontiers } and whate- 
inerchants carrietfon this circular fradfe, muff 
bve been quite Immaterial fo long as they pea- 
ceably Conformed to the Uws of the country and 
paid the clbblilhed dories [ 

Yet without, any diftmftion madeinthefc points 
^he wifdocn of the Calcutta leginaiors, difeovered 
in general, that, the circular traffic of Bengal was 
particularly pernicious. The inland trade carried 
on by the branch, they liken ife deemed an cn- 
firoacHrOent ? and as, it cxprcfsly for the purpofe 
of prevenungthe reflux of wealth from the interior 
parts of Indollan, they gave directions to their col- 
lector at Batna, for llopping all trading boats ihac 
Ihould attempt to paTsihe frontiers ofBahar. 

To crown ihc whole of fuch proceedings j at d 
felect committee held thc2grih of December lydy,- 
they formed a fee of regulations for conducting the 
inland trade of the country, whichiheir tclTdcnc at 
tile Durbar was directed to enforce, as ufual, un- 
der ilic pretended authority of the nabob, with- 
out milving the company .appear as principaU, 
A X merely 
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merely to prevent the trade of the other Europtil 
nations. 

The ftationing of fbldiers at Chockeys, for lie 
colledtion of duties, aiJbrded the moft favourabJs 
opportunities for the praflice of every fpecks cf 
fraud and impofition by the ChoUcyders and oders, 
\I ho availed themfelves of thtir uncontrouled mili- 
tary authority, to detain the goods of the met* 
chants, and to extort what ever ftm they plcafd 
for their releafement. Such was the efTea of the 
praaiccs confequeni of this wife ertablilhcneDtcf 
rnilitary guards for the purpofes of commerce ani 
revenue,; they naturally contributed to render eve* 
ry part of the fruitful provinces of Punea, a wade 
and habitation of wild beads. 

The fatal effects of all ihofe impolitic and mif* 
chicvous regulations were ajfo fcon very fcnfiblf 
Jelt by the company in England, infomuch, tbt 
irom the molt accurate accounts drawn up by or* 
er of the directors, it appeared, that on the car. 
goes of 30 (hips brought from Bengal, during ibe 
five years fubfequcni to the aflumption of the de. 
wannee, the prime colt of which was 9 , 037 , 266 !. 
the company had only gained 680,502!. \Vhere3S 

Imv “PO" themvertraentsof 

Ihips G that had been imported in 20 1 

mips during the five preceding years. 

the whih\hn the high encomiums 

had naiTeH n i,°- ^ ptefidentand felect commitic« 
cIhv on - abilities,.and pa.n- 

intercll in thrvafn^r company s 

the Court of rK. *t*t:rea(e of their invefiroect, 
their Ihins forced to complain that 

Ifiips uere returned from Bengal wiih fucji 

s depri- 
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depreciated fabrics, that fame of them fcarce 
duced their otigmal coft. They have been evert 

lincc lofing upon the whole of their cahco-inveft-> 

inent from that precedency. 

Regulations were conitantlv penned with th& 
greatelt appearance of difiutereftcdnefs, and regard 
to the welfare of the community, one fhould think 
from the fpeclous glofles xvith which they were dif- 
played, that the poor natives of Bengal had been of 
late years the happieft people upon earth , but there 
were no effective courts appointed to enforce the 
execution, or punifh the tranfgreflions of fuch re- 
gulations \ both which were alfo referved to the dif- 
cretionor caprice of the prefidentand felcct coml 
tnittee. The progrefs of thefe regulations in Cab 
cutta had been no othsr than their fecretary’s cau- 
Hng notices on papers, to be palled up at the 
doors of the council houfe, the major’s court, and 
thefort, containing copies of the rcfoluuons of 
the board, and fomctinties imperfeft tranflations 
ofthem, made by their banyans, into the Bengal 
language, feldom intelligible to the natives j which 
after the firft rain or wind had difperfed or defaced 
them, was thought no more of. The fame was 
the progrefs of thele regulations in the interior pro- 
vinces, where they were tranfmitted to their refi- 
denc at the Durbar, ant} to the Indian collectors, 
who afted under their infpeilion ac the fubordi- 
naie fadlories j while the governing fervantsof the 
compmy, who cnafted as well as thofe who were 
tp enforce or fupenntend execution of fuch laws, 
were conftani\y \he firft: and moft interefted m 
breaking them. The decline of the yiterior traffic 
of Bengal mufl: bp dated from the firll period cf 



the company’s dlrefto/s and governing -rprysrH 
inicrfering in the regulations thereof, which vicrt 
equally contrary to the- laws and pulloms of Indo*, 

ft.n ac rn H..., C.:..:. . .U. 


ftan, as to ihofe of Great Britain ; th?y were : 
as repugnant to reafon, as tyrannical. ' 

All thefe pernicious mealures induced the cout 
of Eaft India directors by theirordcrs to the intende-i 
^fupervifors, to reftore the trade in fait to the foriritt 
footing, by opening it to all perfons, jisuellu 
natives as Huropeans. At length, their eyes .Mere 
fo well opened, that they abolilhed duflucks, and 
gave fuch orders as have in a great meafurerevivni 
the drooping manufadlories, and retrieved the loll 
branches ol the frontier traihc of the Bengal pro- 
vinces ? but the fame letters, which contained thc-f 
orders for the freedom of trade, and the prorectioa 
of the natives, conve) ed fuch ocher- powprs to chsii 
prefident and council, as muft naturally have ren* 
dereci thofc orders wholly ineffectual, as long as 
fhe directop empower their ruling fervanis in In* 
dia, to fens, imprifon, and fend forcibly to Eng-, 
land, BritKh fubjects, trade will beat a low ebb in 
Bengal, and tbefe pioirinccs will bo brouebt nEJitf 
and nearer to their dcftruction, if effectual melbods 
to Pr"''"! fuch violences. 

injured more eallly to obtain relief, 
preffors 'ii™pbuy pumllimenis, on fuch op- 

vved!l.‘’°;;g!:r"'“‘l’ ‘■“yecsallured' by hopes c'l 
covenants rn n 'ni'Eiate to India, bound bf 

ers have 'not =l'boiigh fncli ufutped pow- 

authority; jti “"fulled by patliamenury 

. , / . j fncie iniquitous practices,’ arc not 


only 
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ty xepqgnant to the pcrfonal rights of men, the 
lUiry of fervicc, the lecurity of credit and prl- 
ic property , but likewife to the true intereft of 
e company, the welt^e of the fubjugated pro- 
nces and the good of this kingdom.' ‘ 

The ruinous Siuaiioti to which the Bengal pro* 
necs were reduced from the year 1765 to J770, 
as owing to the pcrtbns intrufted with the govern- « 
lent, being placed in fiiuatipns under little con- 
oul 5 or fucb, m fact, as freed thent from every 
:ftraint, and enabled them to fet themfelves above 
lllaw whatever, contrary, to every principle of 
le BritiOi cooftitutlon. Perhaps, wherever there . 
re eviU under which the governed labours, they 
nay be generally dtduced from a limilar caufe ia 
very community, but if the governors in Bengal’ 
vere under little'^ coniroul before, the IcgiOature' 
uth fincc placed them under much Icfs. 

By thehie a£lof parliament, of the 13th George 
[II.. the governor Of general, the council, and tnci 
ludgcs of the fuprcmc court of judicature, efta- 
blifhed in Bengal, are indeed reflralned from tra- 
ding or receiving prcftnis ; and the fame fort of 
reftraint is laid upon all perfons employed in the 
cpUettions of the revenues or the admmiftration of 
jullice ; their agents or fcrvanls ; there are alfo a- 
mongothers, fevcral wife and excellent provilions 
thertin made for the trying of all matters m the fu-' 
preme court of judicature, by juries of Bntifh rdfi- 
dents, for the rendering of written evidence, ta- 
ken m Bengal, in certain cafes of equal validity 
with viva voce evidence in England, and for the 
trying in his majffty’s court of king’s bench, mif- 
demcanors.as may be committed in India by the 
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faid governor and council general,' the chief judl 


thejudges of the faid fupreme court in Bing 
or by any perfons employed in a civil or milltaryf 
tion or capacity there, or in any other partoflnd 
But at the lame time that thefe falutary regu 
tions are made, the faid governor general, i 
council and the judgesmaking together nine mcni 
whom ;iU the powers of legillation and executi 
government are delegated, are freed fron\ fuch; 
dictments, infbrm?tions, arrefts, or ImprifonnKr 
as their fellow futjccts are liable to in Afia ; wliei 
byihe legiflaiion hatheflecually confirmed thcdi 
trine of Lord Clive’s adminiflratlon,' tlrat “f 


> uuiuinmraiion, i««iv 

preflion committed by the prefidenc and coua 

ere 'hot (“nrynW-iKtA 


uy till; pieijueut illiu s. 

w ere'hoc cognizable by any civ il authority in hi- 
3t hath been (hewn, that the noble lord Cliw v 
the litll governor who ever prcfonicd to reflraii 
man lawfully relldent under the lanfiioti oft 
^ntilh laws' in Bengal, front trading; and het 
his felect committee were the lirH who fylltmn 
tically adopted the ruinous and-iniquitous pratt 
or fudden fciaurcs, imprilonments, and tranipoi 
ttons 1 and it is remarkable, that by litis act, i 
governor and council hlfo are inttufted with !'■ 
IMwers of with.holding licences for trade, or ti 
dence tn India, or for fending men forcibly to lie 
lam . within twelve months j as confidering ' 
ima tons of tlte Btitilh rcfirlents in jhat part of I 
"Olid, are equivalent to tl.r 


of mining a 

■ TOerador,' ’f"'? ‘‘anctilied by thee 

'“"".j'"’®". ntiaht efreciu' 


fecure'd? 

ecu “f I'"-' law. andp' 

• fooVlion T' 'apine. In '! 

» - lands, ihc perfons, and the pr^r 
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tiss ofihemilliofls of mduftnous in!iabi(ants m the 
Bengal provinces, as well as the neighbouring^ 
prjfictfs are by the Britifli laws left to the mercy ot' 
[ime men, who if they Ibuuld prove as unanimous 
and fuccefsful m their operations, as the laft felect 
jommucce of bengnl, might renew the fame deva- 
ftatson, With lihe emoluments and equal impunity- 
CO themftUws 

With refpecr aifo lo the regulations on this acr 
which relate to commerce, had they been dictated 
by the late noble prefident and the incmbcrsof his 
comimitce, they couU not have been better calcu- 
lated to fereen their own opprcfiions and blunders* 
The diftrels under which the commerce of Bengal 
hi> long laboured, has been proved to hayu been 
principally occafionedby the fetters and reftricnons 
which had been impofcd on its inland trade , yet 
by this acc of parliament, that trade has beea 
' cramped by tegulauorvs as impolitic as ihofc undec 
iwhich It before laboured 

By one clauft, Bntifti fubjects arc abfolutcly 
^prohibited from trading in fair, beetle nut, tobac- 
ico, or nee, except for or on account of the compa- 
iny , although they never traded in thofe articles m 
f^Bcngal, the monopoly of which muft inevitably 
, prove more dtftructive to the country than any 
trade of individuals in theft articles j 

By the fame clauft hUewife, fubjects under a cer- 
tain defcriprionare prohibited fiom purchafing any 
goods or commodmes by way of traffic, wuhm t? e 
provinces of Bengal, Bnhar nnl Onifa, to fell iho 
fame ugain within the faid provinces \ neverthelel'. 
It 15 provided m the iubfcquuit chu e, that aU per- 
fons, not otlienvift prohibited by ilie acc may erf. 

fy 
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iyon trade within Fort William and the tOBn 
Calcutta. . , , . 

In the next claufe it is pcovided, that fuch p 
Ions as are reftrained by the act from carrying 
any^ trade fhall not be thereby prohibited frorac 
Ic^ing in their outftanding debts, or from felling 
difpoling of the merchandizes and ftock in trade 
which they may be poflefled at the time v, hen thep 
hibiiions therein^ fpecified, ftall refpectively u 
place. But they are required to deliver into thegovi 
nor andcoiincil general, afull,irue, and juft fpeclfii 
^on upon oath, of all the goods, wares, cffcdls,s 
ftock in trade, then m their pofleffion, which ft 
are obliged to dlfpole of within the fpace of d 
months* although fuch may be thefiiuation ofih 
perfons, and the nature, of their trade, thatihi 
ormore years may be infofficient fonhe perforwai 
or the task Impofedoh them. 

By another claufe of the act, the perfon! the'' 
efenbed are reftrained from iradioE*, after th 
covenants or agreements with the company, I 
tefidingor trading in India, (hall be expired, wil 
out a new licence; under this reftnetion are ind 
ded even free mariners, a clafs of men who hi 
ulually gone out under no other limitation for i 

vin ® r '' 'ndia foi life, than that of| 

comosnv “"“’'a become chargeable to i 

oeXr ■ <'°‘= coitditionT moftof ■ 

fu^ects.^[rftm fo iranfporting BtiC 

muft nnV nnt ‘ encouraged by this acr, 

©fall comm/ S*^^^**? impede the re-eftablllhme 

rcial confidence and credit bet^vea 
nativ 
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itives and Europeans* but may lifcewifq be pfo^- 
uaivfc of fuch evils and injuries to many Bnnlh 
ibjeas as may provoke them to the worft afts of 
dpemibn ; even fuch as m the end; may prove 
ttal to the intereft of the company and this coun-^ 
•y in fndta, fince they wiU aifect men in a milita- 
{ as well as civil capacity. 

During the parliamentary deliberations on the 
a, Gcotge JOhnftone.Efq*, member of the houfeof 
ommons* who has ever fticwn himfelf equallyftre- 
Aious in his endeavours for fuccouring the oppref-i 
td individuals, and fupporting the common rights 
if mankind, prefented to , that honourable allem-' 
>!y and moved for ihcinfertion of o claufe, cnaft- 
ng that ailkinds of Moguls, Armenians, and o- 
her merclnnts, natives of Afia, Hiould be allowed 
IS in all times patl, to carry on ibclr iiade, m anyi 
joods or merchandise whatfoever, without moIef-i 
ation, into and from Calcutta, Madrafs/Surar,. 
Bombay, Bencoolen, and all other ports or places 
within the limits of the company's charter, on pay- 
ng the legal duties and cufloms eBablilhed at the 
•cfpective "places where furh trade might be car- , 
:Ied on.” NevcctKclcfs this juft and provident 
^laufc was rejected, contrary to the intereft of thefc 
provinces of the company, and of this kingdom 5 
^md agamll every principle of found policy ; for^ 
he pioipcrity of all trading or manufacturing 
':oimtrics mull ever depend on the freedom of 

lioftcrny will hardly believe that in fo enligh- 
teaeii an a^e, thejegifliture of the greateft com- 
uetclrtl nation on earth has been ferioudy enacting 
iws calculated to frame fetters for their country* 
B b men. 
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men, with which they could not bind forclgncna 
India. This act is fubverfive of all thefe-iniirjii- 
ble principles, which muft be everadhereJ Jo tj 
all nations who feek profperity or advantage frta 
trade and commerce. It is allowable in every pad 
by the agency, and intervention ofbanysnsifi 
merchants, while the double government, Hrcng/ 
favouis fuch elufion. 

The wifdora' of modern times, chiefly corCfi 
in the adopting of remedies for prclent evik, a 
efcape from impending dangers, rather ihaaih 
keeping them off as a lolid courfe of wifdom , 
it is the folecifm of great power to think of ccJ- 
manding the end,^ without fecking the means. 

• It has been fufficlcntly proved that lord Cl^ 
and hts committee w'as nothing in fact but a cefl’ 
federacy, who aflumed to thcmfelvcs the fovere.gt 
domination in Bengal. That their meafuresaff* 
as lenitive to thcmfclves' as injurious to their 
ployers i that whole nations of innocent, fubnu* 
five and^ Induftriouslodians have been therefore^'' 
• ftroyed in a murderous way, plundered byilM 
impoffs and exactions, derived of their native 
CCS, depopulated and ruined. • ' 

1 he following copy of the memorial of Gccrg* 
Johnfon and George Dcmpflcr, klbr^; to 
uourc of the Iiaff India direftqrs, remonfiratitS 
agaioft their apjxiintment of a fcle^t commin«-» 


with extraordinary powers for the govcrnnicri 


Bcof’dl, dated the 30ihofMay 176a, ptovcilJ' 
ten’s fnrHTolir ^ ^ 


gcmTcmcn’s fatcliRht and fa-adiy' " 

• At a cuurt of diicdors a foroliition had beta ‘■ 
tcc.l to by a vtry foiall majority in the folIo»;s; 
that lo.ordcrto rtlioir: pcacc-acd ii«' 


wtfJd: 
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iility in Beng-vi, fall power be given to lord 
ive, Mr Sumner, brigadier gtnenl Carnac, 
r VercliV, and Mr 'Sykes, to pnriue wlnt.vcr 
wrn, C-'JXia ’* 

It appeared to tlie memorialifts, that the faid rc- 
lution V as deftruilive of the conllitution of the 
aft India compan}, which m every circumftancc 
IS endeavoured to proiide, by the number of per- 
ms diredlud to be entrufted with th? management 
f Its affairs, that no undue influence fliould pre- 
ailatan) of its boards Upon this principle the 
barter has extended the number df directors to 
ji^enty four, to be chofen annually, and fubjtct to 
otation , upon the fame principle twelve counfet- 
5rs have been appointed to each prefidenej , ^ 

* That as lord CUve had declared in the moft fo- 
emn manner in the general court of proprietors, 

* that the company i^d nothing to fear Irom the 
ifcendancy of their military ftrvanis over the ci- 
ml, fmee only an o^ccr was to have a ftiat m coun- 
:il *' i hat as his lordlbips fn-nds m the dirertion, 
had on all occafions bef>rc the laft election * expref- 
fed interms equally ftrong and faiisfactory, their 
fenfc of the danger and expediency o£ conftiluting 
fecrec committees, with extended powers either ac 
home or abroad . that as general Carnac and Mr 
Verelft, m their letters to me directors had con 
demnedfuch committees and attributed to them all 
the mifchiefs which had of late befalcn the com- 
pany sfettlements in Bengal, the memorialifts after 
alL thefe circuinflances could not hear without afto- 
nilhment of a committee having been appointed 
for Bengal, with more ample, dangerous and dif- 
creiionary powers than any ever known hetLtofbre 
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in the company’s fcrvice. The former fecret cc; 
mittees, fo much complained of by lord Clive 
many of the directors were limited to mattcis i 
<^uiring fecrecy, and relating chiefly to negoc’i 
ons with country powers, but lUll fubject to t 
review of the council, whereas the prefent co; 
.mittee was fubject to no check or controul; sndl 
iranfaciing the whole bufinefs of the copipan 
will induce the other members of the council 
incre cyphers, , 

appointing of a general over pyj 
/idams to whofe gallantry and abilities the cci 
pany owed its prefervation,- the appointing h' 
Verclft and Mr. Sykes over their (eniors, aid 
committee of five over the whole council, vis 
firing of mofc cruel and unheard of opprcjliot 
which would add civil diflention p the calacniti 
of foreign war, and muft deprive lord Cllye of tli 
very artiltanco, which he had required in his Ie» 
irom experienced fervants. ^ 

That by invefting thefe gentlemen with fv 
^plc powers, there was the greatefc reafpo to t 
^ f '’“'■""’■"S “nd colnroercial 
nicnl of Bsngal, woald become pprely miliU'! 
for without Aipporling any of ,he three civil non 
.1 “i"!?'""- «'>o O" cd their appoinlirit 

his rccompiendation, to be ontiw 

he nnold“« Clive «lr 

was ibcdL^In?! ' ^ctvicc of the compan); 

was ifac due rnilutncc he allcdgcd Mr. .Sullivan 
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sfiumed , his lordHiip’s worda we^e asufual f'-rong, 

? Ail men (he faidj we/rc equal to him , provided 
Mr SuUivao had not the lead,” his lordftiip liUe- 
MiCc addtd,; that ** with lome men words and 
actions arc different ” For now that Mr Sgl^van’? 
iofiuence did not exifp Tirfi his lordihipdcdaicdhc 
LwouU iiQtgoto India unlef» vcfctd with the ver/ 
po;\ ers he had condemned as illegal, wfien {nifufted 
with Mr yanfiiari;, and fecondly his lordt\iip’s 
friends devifed an expedient of a committee equally 
arbitrary and dangerous ^ 

Xiius the appointing of this 
gal and invalid The commtfliQn of the govern- 
jneot under the grgat fealof the company, directed 
[that the whole government Ihould be conducted 
by a majority of the council That no act of dv- 
) rectors coul4 invalidate that authority, without paC» 

■ ling under the fcal of the company, and revoking 
the former commilffons, , , 

Thar thcchanerof juft cc m Pengal^ feemed tp 
be ffruck at by thefe regulations, as giving fuU 
powers to pUTUie every means, Stc 

lilac thefe regulations pcfe injurious to the 
rights and intcreihs of the propn-iors, by entrufting 
ihcir concerns with five, (or more pnptrly with 
one) whun twelve counftllors by ihcconlbiutionpf 
the company 

That the very intention of f<;rviDg fo large a 
number tocompofethe council, was to avoid that 
combination which might be expected from a few , 
butwhcrc thefe. few wvic cvid^'n^y the choice of'a 
governor whofe wealth and ambition rendered him 
a proper objccc. of jcaloi^fj , whert. the majoruy 
wer^ already under hismnuence, where theiifulc 

odered 
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offered the ether counfclloi^ -muff 'produce grt: 
difconrent; where no one good purpofe could I 
alledged; where a thoufand evils might befo'i 
feen, and where the military ^yere to approve tht 
own reward, contrary to the intention of the gcri 
ral court of proprietors. It was kindly hoprtiii 
court of directors would not, merely to gratify il 
ambition of one man, create fb great an innovst!; 
in the affairs of the company; but that they wou; 
oc pleafed to permit the power to reft in the gen't 
nor and couttcil, where experience had Ihewn its: 

L abuftd, and where the conftituuc 

oi^c company had regularly placed it. “ 

' confquences of the violent meafurcs ir 
atbiiary proceedings of the Nulla prefident andli 
committee, juflified too much the memonaW 
ptcdictio^n. Though the council at large was to I 
confuiccd by the fatd committee, the power of di 
erpiiningwasto be in that committee alone ;the 
exyaordmary . powers were immediately toccaii 
and the fiid committee to be diffulved. 

of lord Clive with regard totl 
Irrm '*plaintd’in a Ictli 

Sr^r "> Thomas RoUs.'Efq. Hand : 

Madrafs. Aptll i jih, , 765 , followiis is a cof 

■ “ Dear Sir, ' , . 

lhall wocied'mp"' **i'^ io'h'i"il- ® 

‘April Til next Saturday'the aoth.i 

now verj' late fucceffes, >= 

y ouriniing condiucn of the company ■ 
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airs in Tndofwa, youwiU have been informed 
large before this reaches jOu 
“ 1 ihall therefore only trouble you wich my 
lumcnts in conlequence of ihcfe fuccefles, and 
ift to your CO operating with me in carrying into 
ecution, and eftabUfl mg upon the mofr foUd 
fs, fuch parts of my phn as appear capable of 
fwering, when we have both fo difincerefcedly at 
art, the company’s honour and profpericy 
We have at lafe arrived at that critical period 
h\ch I have long forefeet! » I mean that period 
hich renders ic nccclTary for us to determine, 
hether we can or fliall take the w hole to ourfelves. 
affit-r Ally Khawn is dead,’ and his natural fon is 
minor, but I know not whether he is yet declared 
icceflbf , bujih al Dottlah IS beat from ins do- 
inions , wc arc in poffeilion of it , and it is 
rarcely hyperbole to fav, the whole mogul emptre 
5 in our power The mhabuaocs of the country 

know by long experience have no attachment 
0 any allegiance , their forces arc neither difci- 
>jiaed, commanded nor paid as ours are can it 
hen be doubted, that a latge army of Curopear-s 
.vjh elTectually preferve us fovercigns, rot only by 
holding in awe the attempt of any uountry prince, 
bit by rendering us fo truly formidable, that no 
trench, Dutch or other enemy will prefume to 
moleit us ? 

You sviU, I am furc imagine w ih me, that after 
the length wc ha\e run, the princes of Indoftan 
mu t conclu le our vicvis to be boundlefi , they 
have feen fuch inftincesof our ambition, ihac they 
cannot fuppofe us capable of moderation the very 
nabobs whom ws nugHt luppo t, wou d be either 

covetous 
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covetous of our poOeffions, or Jealous of oarjo-! 
Ambition, fear, avarice, would be daily waichii 
to deftroy us j a victory would fac bura tenipcr: 
relief to us, for the dethroning the Rtft nabob wou 
be followed by letting up another, who from il 
fame principles would, when his treafure adroiiti 
of his keeping up an army, purfue the very fteps 
his predeccfTor. We muft indeed become nabci 
ourfeivcs in fact, if not in the name, perhaps i 
tally fo without difguife, but on this fubjcct I ca: 
not be certain until niy arrival in Bengal, Let i 
then without delay, complete our three Europcs 
regiments to one thoufand men each ; fuch an n) 


my, together with 6vc hundred light cavalry, thn 
or four companies of artillery, and the forces c 
liw country, will certainly render us invincible. I 
fhort, if riches aadfccurity are the objects ofii 
company, this is the method, the only mctboi 
now for fecurlng them > our troops >ou will hsat 
are at this time about half way to Dehly, a msrcl 
I highly difapprovc of } I mean abfolutely 
bound cur pofTeftions and conquefis to Bengal 
never Ihall the going to Dchly be a plan adop 
ted by me, if poffibic to be avoided, and yo^ 
nuy depend upon my putting a ftop w 

thought of going fuel 
not rendered it necelTaty. 
op-^raiions had been 

thatu**>i ^ ®f more moderation, 

W "’■8''''’= lufficicntlo pir 

lincc our f ^ ^®*'^nicrcial advantages 1 

don- is “"J fi"“ cnn-mcr« 

• ‘‘'= 'V^o!e nf the cotnpanj 's fupfott, "C 

' ' nw^ 
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uft: forward ; to retraft U impoflible. Ontf 

oil'd mare> increafe our army to the eftablifhmenc ^ 
jove-mentloned, 20,000 fmaU arms, with gun- 
awder fufficient, and remember that the light 
mhry are moft nccefliry j the prefect eftabUlb- 
lent forMadrafs Is fufficient, no addition is wanted 
lere, but Bengal requires your atcentlom 
*‘Glve meleave nowcoleadyoufora few moments 
ito ihejclvil department, the confufion we behold, 
'hat does It arife from ? Rapacity and luxury, the 
inwarrantable defire of many 10 acquire in an in- 
tant, what only a few <^n, or ought ,to pofiefs. 
ilvety man would be rich without the merit of long' 
crvlces, and from thu incefiant competition, un- 
loubcedly fprings that diforder, to which we mull 
ipply a remedy, or be undone ; for \t is not only 
nalignant, but contagious. The new covenants, 
hough I done entirely approve of ^heir prefent 
lhapewill make a beginning. Many of the civil fer- 
irants will probably refign their employment. The 
courcbf directors muft fupply the feitlement with 
young men, more moderate and lefs eager In their' 
purfqicof wealth; and we may perhaps be reduced to 
the necelUty of drawing tome fenlor fevVantsfrom the 
other icttlements It muft be your care, and I truft 
you will do all m your power to fend out proper 
gentlemen. Affairs feem to be coming to fuch a 
pafs, that in a little time there will be hardly any 
perfon at the council board, above the rank or age 
of a writer. In Ihort, the evils, civil and military, 
are now enormous, but they (h'lU be routed out 
whatever odium may be thrown upon me by the 
iniftaken difappointoieni of individuals, I am re- 
C c folve^ 
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folved to aft for the advantage of the comp:r.j 
every refpedt. 

^ I ha;e not time here to inform you of i 
whole pba of reformation j but the motives tp 
which lhavc founded it, being no other ifaoi 
public good, you may fafely exert yourfclfbl 
fupport, if it Ihould (land in need of yourail 
tanece, which I hardly thinit it can, eventhotj 
faftion Ihould be fiill raging. D 

“ I propofed no advantage to-rnyfelf; lanii! 
termined to return to Hngland without having : 
quired onc*farthtng addition to my fortune ; futi 
then I cannot pollibly^dclign any thing but pub! 

' L ** affairs are no\i^ in a fituation as to requ* 
the conduA of them ihould be managed with ti 
uimoltfccrecy, and confequcnily the knowledge' 
them confined to few : i mention this, bccau'f 
nnd iJ at your fecrct committee is aboltfhed, 
wilh to hear very foon that it is re*eftablilhcd, 
iuve written to Mr Walfii on this fubicff, 
thoughr proper to ufc the fame precaution I b’ 
m )0U. I mull beg you to furnilh him wiih '' 
hey, and Iikcmfe a copy of tliis letter. 

I am, <ic3r fir. 

Your obliged friend, 

/c* j. And humble fervanf, 
(Signed; CLIVE." 

KilvV n!, h '■■■ Yorke, hi> »■; 

i/asiUc picni|iQtcntiary it ti 

■ l-oT’Jt'!! '■>= 7 th of Novttnbr 

.n* that he fgot rcmitcancci to Eottt 



ly tlie way of. Holland,- noiwithftanding hU pio* 
clTed difintereficdnefs}' and proreibtlop that he, 
k'ould not malts a farthing addition to his fortune. 

Sir, ‘ 

‘* ’1 am perfuaded you wUlcxcufc the liberty. I 
,ave talcen to inclofc under your addreis, a-lsitcir 
0 myattornies to England, that it may be fure’o'f 
;oing^'tafe’ to hand^ and with as, much difpatch as 
>ofiible.'. To tell you ihc-plain trath, the letter 
;ontains bills’ of exchange upon the Dutch coni- 
lanyj a.nd it affords me great plcafure' to' inform 
/ou, that the great and ,flourj|hing‘ condition of 
lie Englifh Eaft India company ha? .reduced us to 
he necefllty of fending our money home’ Jn this 
nanner. We havc.’cftablillied 'peaco'in Bengal, 
md in' cbnfequence arc purfuihg rhcafureVwhicn 
[ hope wlll make itlaftihg, arid fecu're to the com*- 
pany the valuable 'ac.quifiiiqns lately, obtaipcd,' ■ The 
prefent revenue, e'xclulive of all expenecs', ’amounts 
:o. 1,700,060 ! .ftcriing' per ann. ' Oiir riioft difli- 
:ult task now left, is provcnc the fudden growth - 
pf pnyate‘'fortuncs,/and 'to, eradicate luxury and 
corruption, which, ‘^at'^my arrival, I found at fuch a 
Iieight; that I do not thmk die fettlcrnent io.that 
ftate could have ' cxifted*, another, ^twelvemonth. 
Fortunes of. loojoool." have been oblained. within 
the fpacc of two years ; .and Individuals very young 
in the fervice, are returning home this year .wh h a. 
m’dlionanda half, .It would take up too*''much of 
your time, as well as mind; to enter <into further 
particulars ; I, beg leave, however, to refer you to 
the advices, feht by the admiral Stevens, 'which 

• .-W23 
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Vvas dirpatched home the beginning of laft moat 
^prefs to the company, with moft important nt« 
I have the honour to be, &c 
fSigned; CLIVE” 


After the ftrictfift fearch, and from the beft* 
lomiatjons. we have not been able to afcertain c: 
Utt on which the noble lord's ^nertions I'c 
grounded, on the contrary, we find, that noforror. 
^ ere ever obtained Bengal by Europeans 
luch immenfity, or with fiich rapidity, as ihefe 
nis Jordfliip and the gentlemen who vs ere his coa 
jutors in politics during his two adminiftrations 
^ 757 » 1765. Exclufive of the India 

rnnnf “ have been bought, foi i 

^ ° attornies, hislordlhip W 

eonfiderable purchafes from his fellow paffeogersi 

mill ferh h:'''ral private lettei 

affairs rjs 1 fituation ofthc company 

value '' calculated to enhance its npniir 

tetHiv^^he^n*^ been diflnhi 

“ m the EaS""'* “f E=aP 

the other ""‘‘'t-' 

to the vear V'. from the year I /3 

the principal imrs nf ^1,“'''!-“''?®’ ‘■'"''‘“’g"®*'' 
fpecifyinir ihe ffim diftnbution^, »•■ 

pecfi/cly^ fay caph perfonit 
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Jevolutions in favour ofMeetJalRcr 'Ally KhaviD, 
' . in 1757- 


>Ir. Roger Drake, go- 
,vernor — '' 3 '>500 

’olonci Robert Clive 234,000 
Ditto his jagueer, 
agreeable to Meer 
JafRerAUyKhawn’s 
pcrwanahjfrom the 
month of Poos in 
the 1164th year of 
the Bengal i^Ic, or ' 

December A. D. 

1757, and continu- 
ed firft by com- 
promife-, and after- 
wards > by grant * 1 

from the company, > 

to the 5th of May y 
1784, being 26 ' 

yearsand5raomhs; 1 ' 

at • 3 o,oooL per ' 

annum. — 792,500 

1,026,500 

Mr. 'WUUara Watts 1 1 7,000 


Carried over i, i43>5oo 

•* The fufn Ripolated in Ac Pcnnnnali wKcti nss taken frem 
the nabob Meet JfafGir Al)f Khawn, » a>a,958 iicca rupeei» which 
dott not make quite 30,000!. per annum, but a* the pajmentt made 
tohittordfhiphavebeen vfoan/ kept for a coofiderable time in the 
company’i treafury at Bengal, at the mterert of eight per cent. Tlu» 
coinputatioo puft be deemed fety moduiUt 
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Bi ught forward i,i 43 ' 

Major JaTDES Ki^pa* 
trick — 

60,750 

Mr Charles Manning- 
ham . — 

27^000 I 

Mr, Richard Beecher ' 

27,000 

Mr. Paul Richard 

Parker — — 

11,366^ 

Mr. William Frank- 

1 

land — 


Mr. Matthew Collett 


Mr.William Mackctt 

1 1 13 ^^\ 

Mr. Peter Amyatc 

11,5667 

Mr. Thomas Boddam 

1 1,3667 

Mr. John Wallh 

56,25® 

Mr. Luke Scrafton 

22,500 

Mr. Henry Lulhmg- 
ton — 


Maj.Archibald Grant 

11,250 

Stipulation to the na- 
vy and army 6oo»ooo 

From which muft be 
dedufled the fum 
of two lacks given 
to colonel Clive, 
which is included 
in the aboi e fum of 


534,000! — ' ~ 22,500 


577.S90 


2,031,°/ 


Ke'0'“' 
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evolutions in favour of Meet Cofiisn Ally Khawn^i 

m 1750* 

[r Henry Vanfictart 5'*333 

Ir. John Zephaniah 
Holwcjl — 30 i 937 

Ir. Wiliiam Bright- 
well Sumner 28,000 

Ir. ’William Mac* 
guire — * 20,625 j 

ncto 5000'' gold mo- 
hurs — 8 > 75 <^ 

,29. 

icacral JohnCaillaud ‘^22,9i6 

f r. Culling Smith 1 5.354 

lajor Msnin^Yorlt ^ ^ 5»354 

' — 200,269 


devolution on the reftorationoF Mecrjaflieri763« 


itipuhtion to the ar- 
my — 

3itio to the navy 


Vlapr Hciflor Munro 
in 1764 received 
from Bulwmtfing io,OQO 

Ditto from the nabob 3,000 

T*he officer^n major 
Munro's family 
from ditto — — 


29r,656 ' 

M6»833 

, 437.499 


Carried over 


437 . 49 !> 
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Brought forward 437,49^ 

Thcs army received 
’ from the, merchants 
at Banaras - 46,666 

62,666 


Acceffion of Najtm al Dowlah, 1765, 


Mr. John Spencer 
Mr. Charles Stafford 
Playdell 

Mr. John Johnftone 
Mr. Afcanius Wii- 
11 am Senior - 
Mr. Samuel Middle- 
ton - 

Mr. John Burdett 
Mr. Ralph Leyceller 
Mr. George Gray 
Mr, Gideon Johnftone 

General John Carnac 
received from Bul- 
wanifing m 1765 
^itto from the king 
Shaw Allum 

Lord Clive received 
from Mecr Jafher's 
widow in 1766 - 


^3>333 

11,6664 

27,650 

20,125 


14491 

21,6664 

*3425 

12,6667 

5.833 


‘ 39-357 


9.333 


23.333 


32,666 


58.333 

90.9.99 


Reftitutioi) 



Reftltution on the elevation of Meer Jaffier Ally 
Khawn, J757. ' 

To the Eaft India 
company - 1,200,000 

Europeans > - 600,000 

Natives - - 250,000 

Armenians - - 100,000 

■ — 2, 1 50,000 

On the depofal of Mcer Jaffier, and the elevation 
of Meer Coffim, 1760, 

To the Eaft India 
company - - 62^^00 

On the Reftoration of Meer JaiBer 1763* ‘ 

To the Eaft India 
. company - 375, 000 

Europeans, Names, 
and Armenians 600,000 

975*000 

On the Reftoration of Sujah al XIowlah, 1765. 

To the Faft India 
company . 

3,770.833 

^ o^^l amount, including lord 
Cirve’sjjguesr 


6,732,698 
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Copy of the proceedings of lord Clive and the fe- 
Ie£t committee, held at Calcutta on ihe5ih of 
November 1765, upon an application made to 
the prefident and council at Madrafs, for four 
gentlemen of the greateft integrity and ability, 
and untainted ■viiiTi the corruption and liccn- 
tioufnefs of Calcutta, to be taken into the coun- 
cil at BcngaL 

Fort Williara, the 5ihoFNov. 1765. 

At a Select Committee. Prefenf, 

The right hon. lord Chve, Prefident. 

William B. Sumner, Efq; 

Brigadier general Caroac, and 
Harry Verclft, Efqj 

The proceedings of the 29th ult. being wrote 
fair, w ere now read and approved. 

The right honourable the prefident opens the 
bufinefs of the committee with obfcrvmg, that our 
late acquifitlon of influence and revenue has fo 
widely extended the fjftcm of politics hitherto 
adopted by the company, as to render it indifpen- 
fably necelTary that the admlniftration fhould be 
placed m the hands of men of the greateft integrity 
and ability we can fclecc from the whole lift of 
covenanted fervjnts. 

That from a juft fenfe of the great importance 
of the company’s concerns in Bengal, the commit- 
tee had by the admiral Stevens earnefily exhorted 
the court of directors to admit of no claim in com- 
'’jroling the council of this prefidenc^, but what was 
• . ^ founded 
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founded upon approved merit ; and at the fame 
time fignified iheu- fenumcnts of the unfitnefs for 
that exalted Ilauon of ^ thofc gentlemen who now 
ftocd nixc in fucceflion* 

That although his lordfhip cwnfidered it would 
be highly, imprudent in the prefent delicate con- 
jundlion of affairs to admit to fuffVagcs at the board, 
a numberofyoungmcndecply tindlured with thofc 
principles which fo univcrfally prevailed in this fei- 
tlement, yet as time and proper exam pies may pro 
bably effect a reformation in their' manners,* he 
fhould be very forry to exclude them utterly from 
the ptofpeft of rifmg In the fetvvcc, as muft nc- 
ceffanly happen if their juniors fliould be promo- 
ted m preference to them. 

That the board being now reduced to a numlfer 
infufficient to condudl the public bufmefs. He 
apprehends it becomes abfblutcly neceffaiy to ffll 
up the vacancies in council ; for as to calling down 
the chiefs of the fubordinates to afliff at the preff- 
dency, it might be produdlive of the worft confe- 
qucnces, ffnee then the vyhole weight of the in- 
veftmcnc, and great pare of the collections muft de- 
volve upon younger fervants, who have neither the 
neceffary experience or influence. . t 

• That the only expedient he can propofe that is 
any way adequate to the exigency of our fituation j 
and promifes fair, for promoting the great fcheme 
-of reformation, which the committee have fo much 
i2t heart, appears to him to cohfift in calling^ In the 
•^a^ffiftance of the moftr capable fervants, on the Ma- 
drafs cftablilhment beIo>v the rank of council, who 
being yet untainted with the corruption and iiccn- 
tiouinefs of this fcttlemenc, will cordially 'co»ope- 

race 
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hite In every meafure fordbablilhing the fpirit qf 
frugality, induftty and fuliordination, among the 
claiKs of junior fervants, which the committee 
have always epafidered as eflential to the profpe- 
xity, • and even to the fccurity of the company’s af- 
, fairs in Bengal. But that his lordfhip by no mean? 
intends thole gentlemen Ibould be looked upon as 
iixed on this eftablilbment, until the pleaiure of 
the court of diredlcrs (hall be known ; and that 
having minutely weighed and examined the cha- 
rattcfN of the covenanted fcivanis next to council 
at Fore Sc. George; his lordfhip is of opinion, that 
juftice to their meric, and regard tooqr own fitu-. 
atton, require \vc fbould ghc the preference to> 
MefTrs. Ruflel, Aldcrfey, Kclfal), and Flayer, all 
Then of reputed ability and unblemiflied honour, as 
well as of longer fcandlng in the fervice than any 
upon our lift of junior fervants. 

In confidcration of'’aU ihefe cirtumftanccs, hU 
lordfhip moved, that the committee Iho’uld imme- 
diately apply to the prcfidcncy oFFort St. George 
for the aflifrance of the above-named gentlemen. 
And general Carnac and Mr. Vcrclft approving : 

Refolved, That wc,\vme lo Madrafs rcquiVmg 
that MclTrs. Rufiell, Aldcrfey, Kcllall, and X’loyer 
■ may ba fent down with all'poflibledifpatch for the , 
• purpofes fpecified in the motion. 

• To this rcfoluiion Mr,. Suidner enters the fol- 
lowing difTcnt ; ' ‘ , 

“ I am forty to be obliged for the firff time to 
'enter a difTcnt to a refbluilon of this board; but* 
the prefent is a cafe of a nature In which e\ery 
member will nccclTarily be expected to Judge for 
to ratisfy,his employers of the leafons 
which 
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vHch mduced him either to approve or ^ifapprovc * 
of ii)c mc^jure propoftd. • My reafons for dilap- 
provingof It, arc firft, That I do not think %ve^ 
have authority to tran'ifer the fervants of another' 
prefideney to this , and fccotidly, as \vc have al- 
ready reprekntui to the court of directors by the 
admiral Stevens, whnt was then efteemed necelTary 
on the point o\ the fupceflion to council, ue 
ought to wait foe their orders, and not anticipate 
or take mealurcs which perhaps may clafli with 
ih,ir rcfolutions and intentions That the fervice 
may norm tlie mean time-fuffer from the de^ci- 
cnev of member$ac the board, I would ptopofe 
that cither chofc gentlemen who are'deemed unex- 
ceptionabic in ourown lift of fervants, be appointed 
to fill the vacancies, or that thcchiefs of feme of the 
fubocdinatcs, whofe prcfcncc on fuch emergency 
might be fpared from the byfinels of the invert- 
m«nt, ftiould be called down to act as the prefi-. 
dency, uniiU the pleafure of our employers is 
known, which we may very reafbnably expect by 
thfe latter fhips of next fcalbn/’ 

Ordered, that the letter to Fort St. George, be 
cmcred after thefe proceedings. ^ ^ 

To the honourable Robert Palk, Efq, Pcefdent 

and Governor, &c. Council at Fort George. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

The meafures wenic putfuing in order to ac- 
complifli the ends propofed by the court of dircc- 
tors, a/jd fccure to thocompaa) (ho grcic retenues 
they now pofiefs m Bengal, are lb contrary to the 
expedauons, the views, and interdls of many of 
the r fervants placed in the higheft ftations, and 
iniruftcd with the molt weighty employments of 
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iVw proper to 

Tcfign tlie fcrvice. The opulent fortunes they 
have acquired, and the fteps wcare taking to pre- 
vent fo itddcn a growth of wealth, at the cxpencc 
of the company, and the national charadcr, will 
. fufficlcntly declare the motives of their conduct, ^ 
and of ours. 

Nolwithftandingwc have found it expedient to 
reduce the number of ihi board from fixiccn to 
twelve members, yet three feats are already vacanc, 
and Mr. Senior has cxprclfcd his full intention of 
returning home this feafon. It is with regret, we 
obferve that thefc vacancies cannot be filled by 
the junior fervants next in fuccellion ; the corrup- 
tion that prevailed m the government hasdefccndccL 
to the lower claitcs,anda council compofed oflhefe 
would fruftraiccv try attempt to clTedt that general 
reformation, fo eiTcmial to the fuccefs and perma- 
nency of the mcafurcs propofed by our condl- 
tuencs. ^ 

We therefore earncftly requeft-, that in confide- 
ration of the prelTing exigency of our affairs, we 
may be favoured with the immediate alTiftance of 
IMedfs. Claud Ku/lell, Wilham Aldcrfey, 'yhomas 
KelTdll, and Charles Floyer; thefc genilcmfcn arc 
fcnior to any on the lift of our Covenanted fcrvanis 
below the rank of council, and we cannot enter- 
*tam adoubc bur their removal wdl be approved by 
the court of diredors, when we have reprefented 
the reafons upon which this requeft is founded 
-You, genilcmen, are equally fenfible with u<5 of 
the importance of ihisfettlemtnt to the rompanj’, 
and no lefs folicitoiis for its prolperitv, which de- 
pends fo much upon the judicious lelefiion of a 

board. 
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bo-’riJ It IS therefore ouf further defire that 
Mcifrs RulTel, and the other gentlemen, may pro- 
ceed with all pollible difpatch over-land, as the 
fcafon of the year wouUl render a paHags by 
tedious, and we are now forming plans for thecol- 
leiJlion of the revenues, which will oblige feveral 
members of the board to be abfenc from the prefi- 
dcncy We arc. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient, 

Humble Servants, 

(Signed J CLIVE, 

bort William, WB SUMNER. 

the 5ch Nov 17^5. JOHN CARNAC. 

H VLRELST. 

Copy of a memorial to the court of Eaft Indti 
directors from the company’s covenanted fervants 
on the Bengal eftablilbmeni, rcmonftrating againft 
the felect committees appointment of. the four 
gentlemen from Madrafs, with the proceedings 
thereon of the committee on the 20lh of January, 
1765 


^ Tore William, Jan 20th, 1766 

At a fcleft committee prefent, the right hoiC 
lord CUve, pTcfident, William Bnghiwell Sumner, 
Brigadier General Carnac, Harry Verelfl, Frahas 
Sykci, Efqrs The right hon prefident opens the 
butmefs of the committee with the following mi- 
nute 


Gan- 
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Gearlemen, 

Ac our laft meeting we had the fatisfafticn of 
reading the affcnc of the prefident and council of 
Madrafs, to our requeft for the afiiftance of Meflrs. 
Ruflei, Alderfcys Kelfall, and Floyer, till the plea- 
fure of the court of direftors Ihould be known. 
The arrival of thofe gentlemen is an event ardently 
to bewifhed, by every man who regards the wel- 
fare of the company ; and more particularly by us 
who are the guardians of their incftimable polTcf- 
fions in Bengal. Ac the time of our appointment, 
the affairs^ at this prcfidency were known to be in 
fochaftatc, as required the exertion of extraordi- 
nary powers to amend. For that reafon was I foil- 
cited, by a general court of proprietors, to acccj>t 
this government Perhaps, had they been rr»ore mi- 
nutely acquainted with the corruption and heenti* 
oufnefsnmch prevails, we Ihould have been in- 
refted with powers ftill more extenfive* 1 do not 
defpair, however, to find, that thofc \vc have, will 
prove in a great mcafore fufficient to lay a fohd 
foundation for the future prolpenty of tbefe pro- 
vinces, and to eftablilh that order, .fubordination, 
and occonomy, without which'no government can 
long cxift. For my own part. 1 am determ'ined to 
continue with pcrfeverancc, as I begun with refo* 
lutipn and difintereftednefs, to efiecc a thorough 
refoi*mation. The negligences, the abufes, I mult 
add, the frauds, which have too apparently crept 
into almolt every department, the abfolute ncccl)- 
fuy of correcting iho'e„the incapacity either from 
underftanding or principle, of feme who rank near 
to council, and the uafitac& from youth and inex- 
perience 
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^race and alTeriing the caufe of Integrity, innocence, 
and abiltiies. 1 have authentic information howe- 
ver, that at the head of the fubfcription arc the 
names of the two counfellors ; the one under a 
fevere cenfure of the committee, and whofe tna- 
nagemenc of the company’s inveftmenc is under 
fcrutiny, and the other ordered down from [ns 
chieffhip * but his conduct may be inquired Into. 
Whether thofe gentlemen have fet thcmfelves up as 
l.eaders of this afTociation from any fenfe of redec- 
rion, as mentioned in the mcmortal ; or whether 
they have been unwarily Inveigled by the ingeni- 
ous young gentlemen, who, at the age of eigh- 
teen or twenty, find ihemfclves qualified to fill the 
ft'ation of counfellor, I prefume not to determine ■, 
but I am fure the court of directors will be flruck 
■with amazement at the fight of their names, and be 
utteriy at a iofs how to account for fuch a proceed- 
ing. I am far from thinking that the gentlemen 
when they think ihemftU'cs aggrieved, are net en- 
titled to lay their cafe before their employers*, but 
as they cannot be competent judges of the pro- 
ceedings of the fclect commuiec, which have not 
been laid before the council, their arragtnmenc of 
our conduct fccras rather premature: however, as 
the meafurc complained of has been already recom- 
mended to the court of direcrors in my. letter to 
tbciT\by the admiral Stevens, \se fhall loon know 
whether it be approved of or not. 

, if the rcafons urg’d for it did not appear fatJsfac- 
tnry at the time they receu ed my letter, 1 make not 
the lead doubt that the conduct of their fervants 
upon this occafion, will convince them that there is 
Actually no other v.ay of ptcfer\ing this fetilement. 

The 



. C :o7 ' 3 

The memorial itfclf cannot give much offence* fdp 
though puerile, it is modeft, and though plaintive, 
it is not clamorous. ^But what will their honourable 
employers think of the mode in which it has been 
executed, unlufs they fuppofe it, to have been InlU- 
gated by fome who are independent in forinnc, op 
have no character to lofc. For your information 
upon this matter, I fliall trouble you with an ex- 
tract of a letter I received on Saturday the i ith in- 
ilant, from a young gentleman of undoubted au- 
thority, who, however has dclired me to conceal 
his name, that he may not be fubjcct to the refent- 
ment of his afibciates. The purport of his letter is 
hereto annexed, together with extracts of two let- 
ters from the fame gentleman to Mr. Strachey my 
fecretary.' 

The council room and public oflircs have, wo 
find, been the places of afibchtiori for this oppo- 
fiiion to our meafures. Two gentlemen of coun- . 
cil, whofo duty it was to have difeouraged fuch a 
mode of combination, appear to have been the 
ringleaders in the bufinels. Although the arrival 
of the Madrafs gentlemen could no more affect 
thofe already at the board, that It can thofe who 
landed a few weeks ago in the character of wri- 
ters, juft qualified by^he age of fixteen for that 
ftation the fecretary ’sofiice at the time of a great 
hurry of bufinefson the difpatch of the Ihips, has 
been employed in fumnfoning the civil fervants rc- 
fidlng in Calcutta, to fign this memorial, and in 
\v^ulng circular letters to the abfenrees for permif- 
fion ro add their names, though the parcjcuLars of 
the proceedings of the committee, to which the 
memorial relates are yet unknown. Thefe gentle- 
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*jjicn have it fccms gone further ; they have agreed, 
to add infulc to faftion, by declaring the gentle- 
men w ho are coming from Madrafs llull be treated 
with contempt, and the members of the committee 
not villtcd, nor any of their invitations accepted. 

For my own part, gentlemen, every day’s expe- 
rience convinces me of the expediency of the power 
granted to the fele£l committee ; without fuch 
power federal of us had at this time been on our 
pa/Tage home, and extravagance, luxury and cor- 
ruption had arrived perhaps at the enJ'of their en- 
deavours, the ruin of the company in Bengal. The 
fupporters and abettors "of the prejent alHiciation de- 
ierve our moft fertous attention, and I defirc \vc 
may immediate!) take their conduct into cooHde- 
ration. Their remonftranccs, as I have already ob- 
firved, is coo puerile to merit our notice, but the 
factious mapner of making It will, ifunceniured, be 
a lafting reproach upon my government, and a ta- 
cit approbation of that licentious fpirit which ic 
is our duty to fupprefs 

fSigncd) Clive.” 

His lordHiip alfo dcfircs the following cxtrafls 
from Utters ot intelligence to himfclf and his fe- 
cretary Mr. Strachey, may be read, j 

Purport of a letter to lord Clive, dated Calcutta 
the iith January, iy66. 

Tint a meeting was held on the loih InHanl at 
Mr. VanGttart’s Country huule, wherein it was rc- 
fulvcd,^ ihita memorial ihould be forthwith drawn 
up againrt the unprecedented and injurious dtps of 

fending 
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fending for’counfellors to this prefidency from 
drift t ^thu thofe gendemeri feould on thVix arrival 
b& treated with inlblence and contempt : and that 
any pcrfoabelongingto this fettlement, who Ihould 
prefume to {hew them the Icall ;:ivility or counte- 
nance, iliould be branded with ignominy, and ba- 
mthed fociay : 'I hat the' rapll active in this affair 
were Mr. French, Mr* Vanfittarc, Mr. hdajendie, 
the factors and fcnior writers ; but that the memo- 
rial was to be figned by the whole body of fervants 
in the order they rank, to be laid before thd court 
of directors anti there backed by the united intcr- 
eft of the rcfpccuvc friends. T hat Mr. Sunance 
had been founded, biAihat he had refufed figning 
his name*, and that Mr* Campbell was not to be 
made acquainted with the aflalr, till the )a(l mo- 
ment, as they feared he would give Ills lordlhipln* 
formation thereof* 1 

Extract of a letter to lord Clive's fecretary, dated* 
the 1 1 th January, jyd^* > 

“ T muft now requell you will inform him (lord 
Clive; in addition that Mr. Marriott and Mr. Se- 
nior ar^principals in the affair j the former remam- 
td in a rttom a long time this morning, with feve- 
ralof thclgentlemen mentioned in my letter to lord 
Clive, to influence thc’writers, who were invited 
iluihcr for that purpofe to fign their names to’ the 
famous tnemoriaU all of whom did accordingly fign 
it, though Ibme much agaiiilt their mclinacions/' 


Extract 



C ] 


Extract of a letter t6 lord Clive’s fecrctary, dated 
the i2ih January, 1765. 

Pkafe to inform my lord that I learned lad 
night, Mr. Warts had atier repeated fohcitatlons 
'confented to fign the memorial •, but his acceflion is 
Itept a greater lecret than that of any of the others. 
Mr. Sumner has alfo, at lad, I am told, promifed 
to fign It when it returns from Dccca, v, hither it was. 
lent laft night to be figned by the gentlemen there. 
There was no fuch thing as getting into the coun- 
ciUhoufc yerterday, except lor one who went to 
lign the memorial, as the officers were taken up in 
writing circular letters, and nobody admitted that 
was not prevloufly examined. A refoliltion is ta^ 
Iten by the fervaots invited to dine with his lord- 
(hip to-morrow, not to wait on him, nor to accept 
of any invitation for the future.” 

' Lord CUve likewile defires that the following 
copy of the memorial from the fervants of this pre- 
lidency to the honourable court of directors may be 
read. 

To the honourable the court of directors for the af- 
fairs of the honourable united company of raer- 
chantsof England trading to the: Eaft Indies. 

“May it pleafe your honours, 

When your fervants in any inftance think them- 
felves aggrieved, you have been pleafed'to favtjur 
them With the indulgence of an application for rc- 
drefs immediately to yourfelves, through the chan- 
nel of prefident and council. No occafion could 

more 
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more urgently call for the difagreeable nccefiity of 
claiming this privilege,* than the fituation wherein 
we now find ourfelvcs by a circumfiance from, 
which we think wc have received a moft unmerited 
and mortifyingmjury and difgnce. ^ 

Various letters from Madrafs inform us, that the 
felect committee here have invited Meflrs Claud 
Uuflel, William Alderfey, Thomas Kelfall ^and 
Charles Fftoyerof that place, to fuccecd to feats in 
council upon this cftabltfliment, and that thofc ^n- 
llemen are according on their way hither. Were 
we confeious of having neglected our duty or beha- 
ved unfaithfully in the iruft repofed in us, we fliopld 
fubnut w'uh patience and look upon fuch feverity 
tobejufily inflicted • *but fatisficd as wc are of our 
innocence, we are ftruck with amazement and ut- 
terly at a lofs how to account for fuch a procced- 
ing. . ' , 

As to the abilities of ihofe gentlemen, we can- 
not but flatter ourfelvcs,* that many may be found 
on this eftablifliment in no refpect inferior to them j 
and as to the company’s bufinefs and intcreft in 
Bengal, we mull in that point furely be fuperlor to 
them. If our integrity be called In queftion, it Is 
certainly amollcruel act thus to ftigmirize awhole 
fcttlemcnt unheard. Such a procedure could not 
fail to damp our zeal for your fervice, and make 
our duty a burthen to us, hadue not an entire 
conviction of obtainingredrefs from your impartia- 
lity and juftice. 

In the feventcenth paragraph of your commands 
by the 19th February 1762, you were pleafed to 
give usreafon tohope.thatyourfcrvants here fiiould 
rife in regular fucccllion, and not ha\e the morti- 

hcation 
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hcin^fuperfedcd*^ but when cafes of art 
abfolute necefljty (hooM force you to a deviation. 
Xhe riattcring hopes from you our mafters, muft 
■undoubtedly add weight to the fenfc.svc entertain, 
of the injury done us upon this occafion by our 
fellow fervancs, uhom uc never underftood to be 
appointed the judges of fuch a necefiity, or mveft-’ 
cd with an authority to make any appointments up- 
on ^'our civil lift; and thW fiep from the prefenC 
committee, is the more affectingly frfijving, as lord, 
CUvein his loiter to your honours, of the 27th of 
April, has the following fentcncc; ‘ 

** *1 he heart-bormngs and difputes u hich leem to 
have fpread and over-run your fttticment at Cal- 
cutta, arofe, I much fear, from your appointment of 
Mr. Vanfittart to the government of Bengal, from 
another fctilement, although 'Ins promotion was 
ihe effect of my recommendation. The appolnt- 
pient, therefore, of Mr. Spencer frbm Bombay, can. 
only tend to inflame their diffenilons, and to de-^ 
flroy alUhofe advantages which the cornpany 
only expeft 10 reap from' harmony and unanimity, 
amoogft thefr fervam^ abroad.’* 

Wc wifh ever topreferve chat refpect which is 
dueto our fuperlors 111 the fer^'ice, andwe hope it’ 
will appear to you, that we are ab'olutely forced 
into this reprefentation: and that we IliouM be men. 
unworthy your ferv»ce, if ws did not exprefs oiir 
deepfenfe ofthc ifljuftice we have fufiered. To 
you we fubmit pyr caufc, not doubting but you 
will redrefs our grievances; this will be a^dding^^tp 
the obH,;aiions already received from you ; and w(j 
beg leave to aifurc you, wc (hall izvc^ retain a 
gratclul Icnie of it, a.nd ever ferve you with zeal 
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andfidclity The gentlemen of council \\ho have fit 
their hands lothisaddrefs, although not immediately 
aQected by the mcafmethat has been taken, havo 
done It as a tedimony of their fenfe of the un- 
jufl: refl“ctiQn call upon your f rvants in general, 
on thiseftabU(hment, and the genikmcn to \ hofa 
jnniesan afcerifmis prefived, being abfuit from tlits 
fettlement, and at too great a dif^nce to have\tho 
original circulated to them before the difpatch' of 
the iliips could not fign it thcmtelves, but having 
received copies thereof, base approved it, and de-* 
fire their names to be fubfenbed. 

We are, w ith the utmoft refpc<a. 

May upleaft your honours. 

Your moft faithful,, obedient* t 

And mofl: devoted humble femnts? 
This memorial was figned by ninety one gentle* 
men in the company s fcrvice. 

Copy of a letter from Mr G'*r3ld Gudavus Duca- 
rell, CO the prelident and council at Calcutta, on 
the fubjcct of the memorial recorded on theij 
confuliation of the 22d of January, 1765, 

To the right hon Lord Clive, and rrembers of 
tlic council. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

** I think It my duty to inform you, that on Satur- 
day the 1 1th inlL January, 1 was fent for to the 
council houfe, wh-re many of the company’s fer- 
vaots were allembled, in order to fign a memorial, 
addred'^d to the honourable court oi diredlors, rc 
F f mon- 
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■ monftrating againft the proceedings* of' the fclcCt 
committee, with regard to fending for fcveral gen- 
'tlcmen from I'^adrafs, to take their feats at the 
board, bn the Bengal cftabliihmcnt. 

The cQnfCquence of remaining finglc, among a 
multitude who appeared to be unanimous, the 
dread of becoming the fcorn of my fellow-fervancs, 
and the wane of time to deliberate upon the pro- 
priety of what I was about to' do, overcame my 
judgment, and i inadvertently added my name to 
the numbers who had already fubferibed to that 
' memorial. ' • 

A few hours refleflion convinced me of the folly 
I had been guilty of. I faw the impropriety and 
impertinence of my fubferibing to a remonClrance . 
^againlt a mcafurc, of which I could not poflibly • 
.form any judgment ♦, and \yhich, right or wrong, 
could not afrcft a man fo young in the fcrvico as I 
was. Tlic fuppofition, that the complaint .of a 
writer could weigh down the arguments of esperl- 
ipnccd counfcllors, who arc intruded with the whole 
management of the company’s affairs, appeared to 
me abfolutely ridiculous ; and to pronounce ^in a 
matter which could only concern thofu who were 
near to council, founded more the cry of faction, 
than the remonftrance of reafon. 1 accordingly 
without delay wrote to Mr. Majendie, defiring ho 
would erafe ray name from the fubferiptions to the 
faid memorial ; and alio to declare, if occaficn 
fi'.ould require Ir, that I had entered my early pro- 
ceft againd the memorial in ^ncral, and againft tfiy 
own iQConfiderate afllnt in particubr. 1 hat gen- 
tjeman, Jiowever,' in a letter to tne, has thought 
proper to decHne complying with my requtd- 
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pe tells me, that unlefs I my prqteft to the 
\Utble body oficrvants, tOLthc go\Lrnor and coun- 
cil, to the Locirt of dircfbors, Oi to himfclf in his 
public charafter, no not cc will be t*ken, nor my 
name erifed frqm the memorial Since, I find, this 
bufinefs IS to he tranf^flccl in fo offcial i mgde, I 
take the carlieft opportunity of applying, through 
the regular form, in order to extricate myfcif from 
the error I had too halUl) engaged in Yourlord- 
Hiip, &c will cxcufe the prolixity of this addrets, 
as well as my ha\ing chofen to addrefs you at al|, 
feeing that my honour and future welfare are con- 
cerned m } our havipg before you a true ftate of my 
conduit, togetlicr with my real fcntiments on this 
occafion What I hate faid will, I hope, m fome 
mcafurc fecurc for me your good opinion, which I 
Uiall always be ftudious to deferve and 1 requefl: 
you will be pkafed either to order my name to bo 
rtruckout, before the memorial is iranlmitted to the 
court of dire££ors, or tnform them that i have car* 
neftly folicited that favour 

1 have the honour to be 
My lord and gentlemen, 
Mirzapore, Your tnoll obedient, and ' 
i9thj'ip 1765, Moftfmhful humble ferv ant. 

Gerard Guflav us Ducarelld’ 

Copi s and extrails of minut-s, leitcrs, and pro- 
ceedings, of iliu prefident and members of the 
council at Cilcutri, from the Q^th ^cpitinbtr 
* 7 ^ 5 ' ^hc. 3d ot March 1766, relative to the 
diipmes with lord Cl ,t, which occafioned the firfl. 

jiupnCoia- 
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iniprift)nmcnt of the merchant Ramnaiit, the fu{- 
penfion of Mi Ralph Le>ccUer, and the refigna- 
tion of Mr. George Gray, with the proceedings ‘of r 
■ the board, in their judicial capacitfes, upon Kam- 
naUt’s firfl: confinement. 

Extraft from the proceedings of the prefident and 
council at Calcutta,'' on the 25th September. 1 765.' 

' Mr. Gray delivers m the following minute, in' 
confequence of fome imputations which' he' has 
Ixeard have been laid to hU charge before lord 
Clive j which he defires may be inquired into. 

Mr. Gray’s Minute. 

*‘Havingbeen informed, by common report, that 
fome imputations have been laid to my charge be- 
.fore lord Clive,, which arc prejudicial to my cha- 
ra£ler, and detrimental to iny credit ; 1 now requeft, 
his lordfiiip will be plcafed ib inform the board of 
whatever l.may have been charged' with, that I 
' may have an opportunity of vindicating my repu- 
tation from any injuriods afperfions thrown out 
againfl. me ; afthe fame time, 1 have received in- 
tclligenc.e, that fume perlbns at Murfiiadabad are 
now, or have been very lately, under actual con- 
finement by Mahoramed Reza KhaWn, to extort 
evidence agalnft me. AUhovIgh I am at all times 
•willing and ready toacquiefeein a candid enquiry, 
for the juftitlcation of my conduct, yet I cannot 
fubenit to methods fo contrary to jufiice, prac- 
tifed by Mahommed Ueza Khawn, to injure me. 

. I therefore requeft, tJiat he may be ordered to fet 
thofe perfons at liberty. The perfons I fpeakof, 
arc Rajah Davifing, former Dewan of Purnca, and 
Meer Burkutt Ulla, an Officer of the Purnca gO^ 
yernment. The firft of thefe, juft before the war 

com- 
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eommenccd, \vitH Meer Coflim, fcht me intcilit 
gence of* Meer Sheer Ally Khawn’s hoftile. intentL-< 
ons agamft me at Maldah 5 the hit favmg the Uves^ 
of fome European gentlemen, who happened to bo 
kcptpnfoners at Ragemahl, before the capture of 
Udwa Forr, and was,, at my recommendation to 
major Adams, < and by his fclicjcation to the late 
nabob, appointed to any employ m the Furnea 
diftriil:. The public ferviccs of both merit our 
protcftion ; but it has not proved a defence for 
them agamft the opprelfions of the officers of the 
nabob’s go\ ernment* j 

• ' (Signed) George Gray.” 

Lord Cjivo informs Mr. Gray in anfwer', lha^, 
at htb requeft, ho will communicatathe circumftan*. 
ces on the board. 

Extract from the proceedings of the preCidcnt and 
council at Calcutta, on the 30th September 17^5. 

** Mr. Gray likcwilc enters tlic following minute 
on the fame Jubjcct as that recorded on lalcconful- 
.laUQti, on certain impuiadons laid to his charge, 
which lie dclired might be enquired into I beg 
Jcaic to acquaint the boanl, iliat having been m- 
formed a fetvant of nunc was confined in his houfe 
by lord Chvc, under a guard of feapoys j I v/ent 
yefeerday to his lordfliip, to acquaint him that the 
perfon was my fervant and his lordfhip informed 
hadheknoun he was my fervant, he would have 
lent to acquaint .me of the circumfcancc. I then 
d.hred the pcrlbn might be rclcafed from his miU- 
tary coniiuement, offering to be aafv.crable for liis 

appear-* 
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appearance ; but his lordfiiip was pleafed to refufd 
me. lafked his lordfbip on what account he wa;^ 
confined ? and his lordihip .anfwcred, for heinous 
crimes and mifdemeanors» as would appear hye and - 
bye ; on which account it was not proper any per-' 
fon, of either fide, fhould have' communlcition 
with him. I have to remark, in my minute, I dc- 
fired a fair and candid enquiry : but certainly the 
confinement of my fervant feems not to indicate to 
the world that candour I hoped for, neither do I 
know It to be agreeable to the rules of any Englifh 
court of jufiice whatever. 

(Signed) George Gray,’^ 

Extract fronv the proceedings of thepcefident and 
- councUat Calcutta, on the 14th October 17^5. 

Mr.Gny now la>s before the board the following 
ffiprclcntatioa. On Tuefdiy laft, I received thg 
following note from lord Clive ; a copy of which 
think it necciTary to lay before you. 

^ SIR, Calcutta the 8th October 
** CompUipthas this rnorning been made to me, ^ 
that y ou .are taking money from the whores of this ' 
town, whu.h I underhand is practice prohibiud 
b> thacompiny , and thccctore Ldefirc)ou will 
difconunvic It, until jou are auihori2cd to the con-' 
trary by the governor and council. 

I am. Sir, 

Your mofi obedient humble fervant. 
To George Gray, Efij^, x ‘ 

(Signcdj Clive 

T fliall firft obferve, that being at tre head of an 
ofHcfi, and accountable to the board for itiv con-' 

dua, 



<luct, I do not think mjfelf privately refpenflUa 
to the prefident •, or ac kaft, onlefs in a cafaof the 
greacelt cugcncy, that there can be occadorr for 
hts iiTuing orders of his own private authority, 
when the office ia upon the (pot, and the power of 
adembUng the council refts with him. i cannot 
therefore conceive, that his lordffiip has a right 
order me to difcontinuc any mcafurcs that 1 may 
think, confiftent with my authority, in the office 
under my charge t and upon that opinion 1 an-* 
fweted his note by a letter, of which the following 
is a copy. 

Calcottaj 0 £c. 8, 1765., 


My Lord, 

** I have received your note} but believe you are 
miftal>enjin.what you uodctftand thccompany had^ 
forbid to be levied from the women of the to.\n. 
Thofc orders relate co the zemindar’s duties, but 
do not extend to any regulations formed by thd" 
colleflof. Next council day I ffiall Jay bsfora ths 
board \yhat 1 had propofed, together v/jth your 
lordfliip’s note •, and if they diiapprove of my irzir 
fures, they ffiall immediately be difcootL-urd.*. I 
cannot help obfetving hefe, that your lordffiip leems 
to given very ready and attentive ear to e.eiyln-. 
formation and infinuatioti to my prejudice, nor can 
I help thinking there is juftice ia Mr s ob- 
fervacion, “ Thar your lordflnp fcemsdterm'ned 

• to render the fcrvice a burthen zo thefs who have 
- ehantcd to differ from youinepk-o-j. 

. I am, with due refpect, my krd. 

Your moft'obcdieat fervant. 
t ^ rsignciy . Gm.-ge Ghj-" 

To the right iijii5,-dC!i-.eT 
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I muft firCt complaia to the board, that Ills lord- 
ftiip, without confultmg them, or informing me, 
called fome of the fervants of my office, and pri- 
vately demanded frorn them, accounts of money re- 
ceived i which, I think, both implies a fufpicion, 
and promulgates it through the town, that I intend- 
ed to render falfe accounts. I fhall next take no- 
tice of the ftyle of hts lordlhip’s note, where he fayS, 
**1 take the money from the whores of the to\vn,&c.** 
Such an exprefliion is unbecoming from one gen- 
tleman to another, and 1 muft beg leave to think 
ftill more fo from the prefident of the council to a 
member of the fame gov'crnmcnt. Indecency of 
fentiment and expreffion, unmerited and unfup- 
■ported, I believe will always be confidcrcd to re- 
ject on the perfon who utters tt ; but full the im- 
putation alone being injurious, 1 muft very parti- 
cularly clifprovc It. I muft inform, the board, 
that on my firfc entry on the office of collector, the 
profthutes offered me a felaamy, which I was affu- 
xed was ufual, and which wouid have amounted to 
to near two thoufand rupees. This offer I refufed ; 
but in compliance with an cftabllllied cuftom, ^ 
defired the principal amongft them to prefent one 
gold moliur, and five rupees-' in the name of the 
whole, and I accepted thqt nuazer. On their go- 
‘5ng away, ihcfame perfon who gave the nuzzer, 
repiefemed. It was cuftotnary for one fti to dance, 
and to receive enam fora gratification ; and I gave 
them more money than the amount of their nuz- 
2 er. ^ I 

^ However, although I would not receive any be- 
nefit from their prefent; yet I thought I was at li- 
berty to apply their- offers to. their own advantage. 

Con^ 
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Cdnfidcrmg the inirerable fcaie of thofc women, a 
prey to the mofe loathfome difrempers, and/pread- 
ing inrcction around them-, many of them whea 
di(eared,throughcartJlcirnefs,ncg!ccting ihemfclvcs, 
and others fo poor, that they cannot afford to pay 
fortheircurej 1 propofed^vhat I thought would bo 
for their relief. I determined to keep ten black 
doctors conftnnlly to attend thofo women, and to 
give them medicines when dilordcred. For the 
poorer fort^ I was to have provided a houie, or 
kind of hofpital, where they were to remain while 
under cure j and to be fupplied with diet and do-* 
things with other regulations, fuch as appeared to 
me proper. After I had fettled the plan, in which 
I had the confent of the ^reateft part of tne uomea “ 
ihemfcives.and adluallytakcn thedodlors into fcrvice* 

1 thendireded mv people to apply to thefe women 
for iheif flutes ofthefeiaamy, which they hadb£.forej 
voluntarily ofleted. Such was my feheme, and I 
found it approved^ by all who heard of it. Yec 
where is the defign, in itfelf ever fo good, which!, 
fallhood cannot blacken, and malice pervert ?, 
Whael propofed for the good of a parcel of wretch- 
ed, unthinking creatures, as well as to prevent the 
mod p<.tnicious infeftion from fpeading in our fee-' 
tlement, has been fet forth itt fuch a light, as to be 
conflrued into a mean practice of taking money 
frOmthe whores. What I have mentioned, I do not 
defire fhould (land on my'own bare aflertion, therd 
are feveral witneiTes to prove thefe circumfVanccs, 
who I defire may be called, to dtchre, upon oath, 
what they know of this Afiaix. In the mean time, 
1 requ-fl the board wtU appoint fome other gentle- 
men to talse charge of the colleciorlhip, as I can- 
G g 005 
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not think of acting longer in an oKcc, w^crc t 
have been treated with fo much indignity, and 
where the prefident leflens my authority with thofe 
immediately; under my charge. 

This fubjcct concluded, I think it behoves me to 
fake the prefent opportunity of remarking to the 
board, 'that although it is now above three weeks 
ijnee I Culled upon lord Clive, to make known the 
reports wliich had been propagated to the prcjudiceof 
my character, nothing hasyet been laid bcforeihem. 
I underftand great pains have been taken to collect 
informatioQsagainft me, but fecureon the bans' ofa 
confcience which ever detefted mean actions, I de- 
fy all refcarcheS and enquiries. I have gmat rea- 
fon to fufpect, that thofe may be employed, and 
ftretched to their utmoft extent, to feek for flaws 
or errors in my conduct, but that little regard will 
be paid to> whatever may tend to the benefit of 
my character. , 

Pretexts to difapprove biay’ be cafily found by 
thofe who are greedy to condemn, or make the 
world condemn ; but I irufr, candour and reafon 
will juftify a conduct, which hath ever been di- 
rected by a good intention ; and I now call upon 
lord Clive to declare, whether, previous to the re- 
queft I made, to have the informations laid before 
the board, (and to which he replied, that it was not^ 
his intention to have them laid before the board, 
had it not beea of my own feeking) he did not 
mention It in private companies, fo that a report 
was propagated in the fetUement, that he waspof- 
felTcd of accufatiens to the detriment of my charac- 
tcr. The anfwer of his lordlhip, which was made at 
council three weeks ago, implied plainly, that he 
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had at that time, accufatlons againfc me. I have 
a right to infift, and now demand, that thofo f>e 
immediately laid before the board; otherwife it 
mufc appear to the world, that he then threw out, 
at random, reports to the injury of my rliarac- 
tcr, without foundation and that he has been fince 
hunting for informations to endeavour to fupport 
them, left if he did not make a good charge a- 
gainft me, he might fufferdiferedit. Ac the fame 
lime, I defired lord Clive to make the informauon 
public, I required of the board to afford me .1 
candid, open, and' impartial enquiry i what I have 
not only a right to, as one of their body, but is a 
fubject of a free government. How mconfilrenC 
with every pait of ihis'requeft, the ranfacUing dif-’ 
ferent pans of the country for accufations, impr!-' 
foning people whom I have h.id in my employ, ' or 
been otherwife connesSed with; and ejcercifing fe- 
verities upon them, to drive them to give informa- 
tions to my pre]udice,’^are, is .what I fubmic to 
your judgment i 'for my own part, ‘I ’think, a me- 
thod of proceeding fo contrary to equity, and the 
known laws of our land, moftrof itfeifoverfet any 
accufatlons it produces,' and acquit me to the? 
world. But not choofing to fubjeft myfelf irnpli-* 
,cit)y to fuch abufe of power, I now call upon the 
board immediately tp proteft me and my fervants' 
from fuch violence, and to fupport me in an en-' 
quirr, free from the iTrcgulatuies I complain of 
oiherwife I lhall be obliged to relinquifb the fer-' 
vied, '^informing my employees, that I am dclvccv 
to fuch a ftcpby theunhearf of violent and oppref^^ 
|i ve conduce of their prefident. 

< ■ (Signed) George Gray.” ‘ 

Tire 



The foregoing minute having been perufed, lard 
Clwe alfo enters iW toUowmg repre\emauon oa 
the fame fiibjeft, as the hrft part thereof. 

I have the honourto lay before the board a copy 
'of a letter written tome by Mr. Gray the 8ih inft, 
in confequence of an information and complaint 
which 1 had received of his levying money from the 
prodicutesof Calcutta; a pradice, which I gnder- 
iUnd to have been ptQhlbued by the company, and 
which, I therefore, dclired him to fulpcnd, till he 
Ihould have proper authority for continuing it. I 
alfo trouble you with a copy of his anfwer to my. 
jfittcr : wherein he obferves, that I feem to give z 
'■very ready and attentive car to every information, 
or infinuatlon to his prejudice : and adds, that he 
thinks there is jufticc.itv Mr. Burdett'$ obferyation, 
f‘ That I foem determined to render the fervice a 
burthen to thofe who differ from me in opinion.’* 
J.c will always giye me great concern, when any 
gentleman entertains fufpicions fo- derogatory from 
my real character, as ihofe mentioned by Mr. Gray: 
but as I can hear them with temper ; and invalidate 
them by an appeal to my actions, my concern tan 
never tlow from any other motive, than the defire I 
have to fee our confultations unanimous in the pur- 
fuit of one fingle obje£t, the company’s mtereft ; 
and the hopes 1 had formed. of finding every indi- 
vidual fojuUly fatisficd with his own principlesof 
conduct, as not to permit him to fuppofe they could 
cficcivially be attacked by the prejudices or credu- 
lity of any man. Be this as it may, I am deter- 
rtuned to perform the duty, and fupport'the Ko- 
nourhf government, by an imparnal' examination 
into cvety g.tvevancc, and by counuiaciing the 

dcfigns 
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fjefigns of opprcfilon wherever they arc prefented 
to my view, equally regardicfsof the [hafts of ca-’ 
Uiiiiny, anci the relenimsnl of difappolqied ambi- 
tion. Cgnfcious, as 1 am, of the impartial and 
diGntereftcd part I have hitherto acted, I dare ap- 
peal to the hearts andvoij.es of this board to detcr-*^ 
mine, whethexMr. Grayiind Mr. Burdett, in the 
obfervationthey have thought proper to make up- 
op my conduct, have not miftaken a difference of 
principle for adiffcrenccof opinion. With regard 
to the purport of my letter to Mr. Gray, which* 
feems to have given great offence to his dignity in * 
office, It is now before you, and I defire the favour 
of your feniiracntsfevctally on the following con- 
fequentiai queftions : i 

Whether the prcfidentis not virtually at the head 
of every office ? and in cafe of any new regulati- 
ons being undertaken without the fanction of the 
board, which he clunks didionourable, or disad- 
vantageous to the company ; whether he has not a 
right to call upon the perfons acting in fuch office, 
to defirt from making fuch regulations, till they 
, • have the confent and approbation of the board ? ' 
Xs it not his duty to receive the petitions, and give 
ear to the complaints of ihofe who think thcmfclves 
iqjuied or oppreffsd ? 

V fSignedj Clive.”- 

The copies of the letters referred to by his lord- 
fhip being perufed,i appears to correfpond exactly 
tvjth thofe pfoduced by Mr. Gray. 1 he firft qutf- 
tiqn propofed by hvs lordffiip, being now put fe- 
verally to the members of the board •, their anfwer 
thereto were taken as follow Mr. Leycefter is of 
PpinioHj that the governor is virtually at the head 



of every ofSce, and has a 'rjght .to exaniine into 
the management of it : but does not think that, if 
he finds new regulations taken without thefanctioii' 
of the beard, he has a right to difeuntinue them of. 
his own authority i as m half an hour the council ' 
may at any time be aflinibled, and a member of 
the board in office can only receive orders from the- 
prelident and council : and that therefore the pre-‘ 
iident, in fuch cafes, Ihould furamon a council, - ' 
andfubmit the circumftanccs to the dccilion of the' 
board. Mr. Verclft thinks the prefident has the ' 

• right lord Clivc mentions. General Carnac thinks 
'he IS the head of every office, and as fuch has a 
right to fufpend the execution of any regulations, 
that are not svarranted by the board. To°he othef • 
quclhon,' tlie board unaotroouny reply in the af- 
finnative. . Some difeoutfe' and argument pafling* 
between his lordQup and Mr. Gray on the fubiect ' 
of the foregoing reprefentations, concerning Mr. 
Oyy s teceiving money from the proftitutes of the 
eillement, his lordth.p, upon a declaialion made ■ 
by Mr. Gray entered the foilowing minute : lord " 
Clive thinlif any^attcacd papers of Mr. Gray's nor • 
intending tq receive the money from the prolfitutes 
unnecenary , as he has declared, -in the prefence 
of this board, that he (hould not have diought. 

It wrong to receive the money from 'them on his 
account. Lord Chve farther hays before the board 
the following minute ; m anfwer tu Mr. Gray's re^ 
a>-ain"f h!m ‘'b might be-pofiefcd of 

Thecandid ptocerdings of 'ihe feleet committee' 

tranfmittcd to the court of ditcctcrs. i svas ii, hupeie' 

thij 
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gentlemen of council would have reidily acqui- 
efeed with the expediency of the meafures that had 
been purfued, nor have called for new matter to - 
prove the ncccflity of a thorough reformation. Ic 
was not my intention j much lefs was it n^y defire, 
to enter farther into fubjects of fb difagreeabic 
and odious a nature, unlefs obliged thereto, byfuch 
additional complaints as my duty might forbid me 
'to conceal. It is true, that frclb complaints, pre» 
judicial to Mr. Gray's character* and detrimental 
to hLs credit, as he cxprelfes hioifelf. In his minute 
of the 25th September, have been laid before me » 
and it is no Icis true that I wiflied to fee them ac- 
commodated, without being driven to the necef- 
fityof troubling the cominmec, or council, with 
facts and circumHances which humanity would, 
perfuade me not to nuke public. Mr. Giay howe- 
ver has called upon me for them, in order to givo 
him an opportunity of vindicating his injured repu- 
tation •, and this he feems certain of being able to 
accomplidi, fince he demands the charge with ihac 
unembarraded confidence, which is properly alTu- 
med by accufed innocence. I Ihall therefurp, with 
the lefs anxiety, lay before the board, agreeably to 
Mr. Gray’s requefl: in a few days, them impotacL- 
6ns 1 am defired to produce j which, however 
ftrong in appearance, will, I hope, fail to impeach 
a conduct fuperior to all excufe, and fearlefs of all 
accufations. Mr Gray, totally ignorant of the 
caufe of Davifing’s confinement, requefts he may* 
be^fet at liberty ; this board will permit me to ac-, 
quaint them, that the Rajah is not confined in order, 
to extort evidence againll Mr. Gray, as that gen- 
ilemen, in his minute above-mentioned, is pleated 

1 / . ' to 
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to aflert , but on no Ids an occafion tliin arrears of 
rent, amounting to many lacks of rupees, due to 
the government, Mccr Burkutc Ulla, and oihors, 
arc alfo under confinement, on account of deficien- 
cies m their payment of revenues which deficien- 
cies they allcdgc to have partly anfen from fums 
extorted, and prefents made to certain goraaftahs 
•ind inferior agents, Ibmc of u hom hav c taken great 
liberties \uih Mr Gray's name. 

(Signed; Clive *’ 

And Mr Gray propofes the following queftions 
fcperatcly to lord (Ihvc, and the other members of 
the board, which he requefts they will fevcrally 
plcafi. CO repl) to 

Queftions to lord Clive. 

“ Have you not, fubfequent to my mmute of the 
20th September, beenfccking charges againft me? 
or was you at that time, in poficflion of complaints 
to amhorifc the imputations thrown out againftroe? 
and could it be out of lemlcrncfs to me that, while 
thi. utmoll injunoas ufe was made of fuch informa- 
tions, you i;iihed to avoid entering on a public ex- 
planation ^ Have >ou authorized any perfon to 
dcmii d, by threns of guards and puni^menr, 
private I-itcrs of mine, or papers, or accounts 
icjuclmig my fortune or ccnncciions > Whether your 
LrJfhip, being a juiliccof the peace, nnd ofeourfe 
knowini-^yc 1 ought to be guardian of the liberty 
Of the fubjecr. hath not placed military guards 
over lahabita i(j of this Icitlcmcnt, andpirticubr- 
K n cn wuh whom I have been connected, and 
fi 1 ) i. pi nt to my callmg^ on your lofdihip to fet 
fbr'hany charge* -gainft me ? 

^Vhether 
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■ 'Wliether you did not give a per'vanah to Bola- 
Itydafs, afluringhim he might carry on hi§ bufincfs 
with confidence ; and on your return to Calcuttai 
finding this man a rulcor to the board, for , recovery 
of a fum of rnoney lent to the company In 1763, iia 
a time of diftrefs, which furcly entitled him to the 
company’s favour and protecUon, whether your 
lordihip did not lend a chobdar to order him to 
quit the fettlement, when it was known that the 
harpies and Ipies of Mahommed Reza Khawn, 
and Juggetfeat, his known enemies, were hovering 
about to feize him the moment he qu.tted Calcutta, 
Whether, after thus turning out a man under the 
board's protccrlon, you did not, in a few days, fend 
for him back ? Whether you have not fines re-, 
ceived him with' favour? And whether you have 
not been endeavourlng'io colledi from thh man in- 
foimaiion againll me ? If you hcaid compiainls a- 
gainft me, why did you not rather inform me of 
them yourfelf, than mention them to others pri- 
vately, by which afufpiclon was raifed of my cha- 
ia£ter, which 1 could have nooppoituniiy of clear- 
ing up? 

QuelUons to thefcveral members of the board. 

Whschcr it is agreeable to equity and the laws 
of out corUVuuiion, for the ptefidenv to f-izc, with 
military guards, the civil inhabitants of this Yettle- 
inent, refiding under the proteftion of our flag, ei- 
ther merchants, fervants 10 Bruifii fubjeCts, or o- 
thers, and to place military guards upon their hou- 
fes»'perfonSj and properties; or to demand, byufe 
of force, threats, or other barfii means, any rn/br- 
mations, papers, or other matters, or things tend- 
ing to the injury of Dntifli fubjects, or thofe under* 
proiciftionol hismajefiy’s charter? 

Hh 
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Whether informations (b obtained, arc of any va- 
lidity in courts of law or equity ? 

W htihcr fuch pra^ftices arc nt.t dertruclive of the 
trader, peace, aiki kctinty of (he fettlcmcnr, by be- 
ing a breach of that hofpiiaUty, protection, and con- 
fidence, by which all well regulated communities 
fiourifla ? Whether a ojndutt which muft deter 
mtn of property from refufing Iii’ihe fcttlemcnt, is 
not injurious to the company ? 

Whether the governor or the fcttlemcnt has the 
prl\ liege, in time of profound peace, to employ the 
company’s foldicrs to fchcour inhabitants, or place 
them over their houfes? 

Whether, on information on oath,.Iafd before one 
of his majefiy’s julliccs, by an inhabitant of this 
fcttlemcnt, that his houfe has been aiTauIted, or 
perfon feized by a Hiid of armed men, whether 
fuch julbcc can refufs to ifToc a warrant, In order 
to commit to goal, or bind over to the peace, fuch 
afullants, or their abettors? Whether fuch at- 
tempts to degrade a member of this board, in the 
eyes of the fervants of the Company, to depreciate 
thus the credit and character ot one of h’s majefiy's 
Jullicc'sandjudgcs,jn a ftulcment, over which his 
jurifdlctlon extends/ is becoming in Lord Clive, 
v.hethrr confidcred as a prefident of this council, 
or as one of the king’s judiecs, bound by oath to af- 
ford protection, and render jufticc to every man 
wiio claims it ? 

Agreed, il.at copies of thefe quellicns be delive- 
red to the fevcral gentlemen, that they may give 
in their anfwcis in writing. 
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Copy of the proceedings of the benchofhisma- 
Jclly’sjufticcs of peace for the town of Calcutta, 
held the i 8 th of Oflobcr, 1765. 

Prefent, < 

The right honourable lord Clive, prefident; Wil- 
liam Brightwell Sumner, Harry Vcrelft, and 
Ralph Leycefter, Elquircs. 

Mr. Verelft acquaints the bench, that Mr. Gray 
waited upon hun this morning, and informed him 
that, underftanding forpe people were ftatlonedasa 
guard over the perfon and houfc of Ramnaut, he 
had brought ^ with him two gentlemen, Meffrs. 
'.Francis PeacocUand Walter Brown, to give their 
depofitions on theoccafion, and dcfired a warrant 
of Mr. Vcrelft to fetze fuch armed men, and their 
abettors, who therefore requefted a bench of jufti- 
ces might be fummoned to take the- fubjeft into 
conftdcration. 

Mr. Francis Peacock being now called upon to 
give his evidence, depofeih upon oath as fol- 
lows : ' . ’ ' 

” That he, accompanied by Mr. Walter Brown, 

' went to the houfe of Ramnaut, where they found 
afeapoy with a fixed bayonet, who refufed them 
admittance, upon which, he told the ccniinel, they 
had fome bufinels with the faid Ramnaut, and de- 
fired to fpeak to him ; to this the feapoy replied, 
.it was lord Chve’s orders that no one fbould fee him, 
and that 'he was to be kept a clofe pnfoner in his 
' room. In the mean time, a fervant of Ramnaut’s 
came out to them, and aflted if they would not 
pome in. Tjie evidence then a/ked the feapoy a 

fecond 
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Iccond time time for admittance, w ho again rcfi.fsd 
jc , fajing, It ttas lord Clue an I the major’s or* 
tiers that no pcrfon fhould have entrance Upon 
which Ramnaut’s fervant inforirgd them, that du- 
ring the 6rft part of his confinement he was allow- 
ed to fit out m hjs room, but now he was clofely 
conhned and alio, that he had been plundered 
by the feapoys of money and jewels And further 
the deponcntfa4n not. 

(Signed) Francis Peacock.’* 


** Mr Walter Brown being fworn as an eyidence, 
depofeth. That, on the i6 h Odiober 176.5, he 
went, with Mr Francis Peacock to the houfe of 
Ramnaut, in order to /peak with him, but when 
he came there, he found a number of feapoys m 
the pafiage That he a/ked a ceniiDcl, with a 
fixed bayonet, if he might not have pcrmiifion to 
fee Ramnaut who told nim he could not, as there 
^vere pofitive orders for noperfon whomfoever to b^ 
admitted He then a/ked the feapoy, by whofc 
orders he was placed there ? to which ha replied, 
by the major’s, according to lord Clive’s orders, 
?nd further the depooeni faith not, 

(Signed) Walter Brown.’* 


Mr Leycefter requefts the proclamation, j/Tued 
by his majeftv’s joftices for the town of Calcutta, 
and difiritis thereof, at their quarter feffions hoi- 
den [orthefaid town, on the 3d of June 1762, 
may be read, of which the foIlovSing u a copy. ^ 

„ - A Proclamation 

.T711I to enlarge upon the benefits which 

rue to the body of this town, and to every 
Individual 



[ *33 ] 

individual thereof, by a free and impartial adnjl^ 
piftration of the lawsof England to^the inhabitants 
in genera^ of whalevercaltorprofcnion. Kothing 
can fo cffedually fecurc the perfons and properties 
of the people. In the company's others prefjden> 
cies the inhabitants havedong enjoyed this benefif, 
as they have 'had the authority of his majefty’s 
gracious charter; but in Bengal, political reafons, 
arifing from the reftramts laid upon our fettlct_ 
menis by the country governmenr, havr hitherto 
prevented the free exercife of the excellent laws 
thereby dlfpcnfed Theft realbns no longer fub- 
fiftirg, it is the intention of the court to put the 
laws of England in force agalnft all offences that 
may be comn^ittcd in the town of Calcutta, and 
diftridls thereof, defigned by the charter, of which 
intention the court have thought proper to give thi^ 
jpublic notice and warning. 

Mr, Gray delivers in the following information^ 
having previoufly fworn to the truth of it. 

** Mr. Gray acquaints the jufticcs, that he was in- 
formed, by Ramnaut’s fervanis, that a guard of ar- 
med men were upon the houft of the faid Ram» 
naur, who confined the laid Ramnaut very cloftly^ 
and who had taken fondry things from him, and 
had ufed him fcveiely in other rcfpcfls. That 
hereupon Mr. Gray fent the two gentlemen who 
have given their dcpoiltions, to fee whether there 
were actually a guard upon the faid Ramnaut’s 
houfe, or nor, and to afk him, whether he was fo 
ill ucated as the faid fervant had declared, or not ? 
the two gentlemen icrurniog, brought the infer-- 
fuation they havedepofed to, and Mr. Gray, as a 
•Jyftice of the peace, and bound to take notice of 

whatever 
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whate\er he deemed contrary to the laws and prlvN 
leges of the charter, went, accompanied by Meflrs 
Francis Peacock and Walter Blown, to Mr Verelft, 
Juftice of the peace, to dcfire a warrant might bo 
i/roed to apprehend the armed men, who commit- 
ted, or were commuting thcfe violent and tumul- 
tuous acts Mr Verelft refufed to grant any war- 
rant, or take depofitions from the above witnefies. 
Upon this inforihaiion, Mr Verelft dchred Mr. 
Gray might be afkcd , if he did not reply to Mr* 
Gray, that he would defirc a bench of juftices im- 
mediately to fit and determine the matter, and liLe- 
wi e ordered the evidences to attend for that pur- 
pofe That this happened exactly at a quarter be- 
fore nine this morning, and the juftices met ex- 
actly half an hour niter nine Mr Gray informs 
the bench that it was fo and that he replied, that 
ever) moment the man continued under this im- 
proper connnemenc, it was fo much detriment to 
him, and that ic was impoffible, during this de- 
lay, the people who coratnmed this violence might 
make their ctcape, or words to that effect Mr. 
Leycefter afixcd the opinion of the juftices, whe- 
ther any man living within the precincts of his 
majefty $ court, can, or ought to be confined by 
mihtar) guards Iong“r ihan is ncceftary to deliver 
111 n up to the civil raagiftrates ^ ’ * 

Lord Clive informs the b-nch that he has recei 
ve-j umberlcfs corrphmts from Mahomnied Reza 
Khiwn, and o hers, of extortion and oppreftion 
cammiiced b) Kamnaut , that his lordftiip has,ft- 
vcralev id-nccs which he will la) before the gover- 
nor and council, and which is the reafoa of h^is nut 
delivering him over to the civil power, until It is 

deter-j 
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determined wlietiier he is to be delivered up to the 
nabob. 

Mr. L.cycefter repeats his former queftion, and 
further asks the bench,’ whether lord Clive, being 
in poiwirion of any accuCilion whatever againlb 
Ratnnaur, a fufficicnc plea for detaining him fo 
’long under military confineoient, and whether Its 
Hull be any longer confined ? 

' Mr. Leycefter is of opinion, that as two mea 
have depoled, upon oath, before this bench, that 
they have themlelves feen the houfo of a perfon re- 
fiding in Calcutta,’ befet with a body of armed 
men, a warrant fljould be immediately ilfued to 
apprehend fuch afladants and dlllurbcrs of tho 
peace, and fecurity of thofe living under the pro- 
tection of his majefty’s charter. 

Mr. Vcrcllt minutes it as his opinion, that there 
■ is not fufficienc reafon for a warrant to be gr.«nced. 

Mr. Sumner informs the bench, .that confidcring 
him as an inhabjtant ofMaldah, and fubject totha 
laws of the country government, and to be delive- 
red up to Mahommed Rezi Khawn, in cafe thefe 
accufations are proved againfi: him on an exami- 
nation before the board, he thinks Ramnauc Ihould 
be continued under ^confinement, and that the m\U- 
tary guards nioultfbe tried by the civil power, pro- 
vided they have robbed or deprived Ramnauc of 
any of his goods. . 

Lord Clive is of opinion, that the evidences 
which have been given, being only from hearfay, 
are^not fufiicisne g'^ounds for ilTuing a warrant. , 
A true copy. 

, . (Signed) Edward Barber, Clerk. 
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Extract from tire proceedings of the prefident an^ 

council at Calcuita, on the iSih of October. 

1765- 

The board, except general Carnac and Mr. Gray, 
having, before they fat in council, afiembled as a 
bench of his majefty’sjuftices, fummoned by Mr. 
Vcrelft, upon a repreleniation made to him by Mr. 
Gray, touching the confinement of a fervant of his, 
with a guard of feapoys. A copy of their pro* ' 
ccedings thereon is ordered to be entered on this 
confultatlon, for the fake of reference. 

Lord Clive delivers in the following minute* in 
anfuer to Mr. Gray’s, and the queftion propofed 
by him to his lordfiiip, at the coafulration of the 
l4ihinft. 

1 he only notice I think proper to take of the 
minute and quellloos propofed by Mr. Gray, on 
Monday laft, is by sray of obfervaiion, that the ex- 
traordinary warmth with which he has exprelled 
himfelf on the clrcumftancc of Ramnaut’s confine- 
ment, feems to imply, that he is a party concerned. 
Whether he is or is not, will be determined by this 
board from thij proceedings. 

And general Camac and Mr, Vcrclft enter the 
following minutes, upon the qucftlons at the’ fame 
lime propofed to the other members of the board. 

“The queftions propofed by Mr Gray, being 
founded upon a fuppofition of facts for which 
there is no proof to this board more ’than bare af- 
feriions of his qwn, which Lem principally actua- 
ted by refeniment, and only done to draw forth the 
previousjudgmenc of each member, before any fact 
is authenticated to ground fuch juHpment upon; 
General Carnac and Mr. Vcrcllf deem them unbe- 
. coming) 
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coming Mghly Injurious to the governor, and uni 
worthy an anfwer from them, as members of the 
board; 

Mr. Gray enters rhe following minutes in rcpl/ 
to the foregoing from lord Clive. 

“ Lord Clive has no right to put any fuch invidi- 
ous conftru^llon upon my endeavouring to procure 
juftice due to Ramnauc. He has been in my em- 
ploy . and I can plainly dilccrn, that in attacking 
idm, his loidlhip thinks he makes an indireft at- 
tack upon me. I will therefore defend him as long 
as 1 can, for 1 am convinced, that had not his 
lordfhfp expcflcd to have procured accufations a- 
.gaiaft me by this means, Ramnaut was a man too 
inconfiderable ever to have become an object of his 
notice. His lordlhip takes occaHon to evadcan ao'^, 
fwer to my queries, under the foregoing pretence, 
which to me appears very infunicient indeed*, howe- 
ver, It undoubtedly intitles me to the liberty of 
putting what confttufltons 1 pUafe upon his lord- 
fiiip’s fiicnce, and which I may not only pafs my- 
felf, but by dating the queries to the public, and 
Informing them, that his lordlhip declined to an- 
fwer, obtain their judgment alfo.*’ 

General Carnne and Mr. Leyceller lay before the 
board the following minutes, on the fubjedb of a 
debate which arofe at the forementioned confulta- 
tion, touching the propriety of lord CHve’s con- 
fincm«;nt of Ramnaut, Mr. Gray’s feivant. 

, The general Minutes. 

“ It having been induftriouny propagated, that 
general Cnrnachavl averted this to be a military go- 
vernment, to the total cxclufion of the civil pow- 
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cr j and as from what Mr. Sumner avovVs having 
been faid to him on this fubjedl by Mr. Leycclhr,* 

There is great reafon to believe, that this fcan- 
daloos and malicious report owes its rife to that 
gentleman : to prove the fallbood of the allega- 
tion, the general appeals to the gentlemen who 
were prefent at the laft council, and he requefts 
they will do that juftice to his charadter, to declare 
the converfation that paft between Mr. Leyccllef 
and him at that time, anti their feftfe of the lame.’* 

Mr. Leyccftcr's Minute. 

A minute of Mr. Gray's, on Monday laft having 
occaftoned feme debate} lord Clive inthecourfeof 
it declared, That the company’s government in 
bengal was a military governmenr, as well as- a ci- 
yil one. The debate arofe on a queftion, whether 
the prefidenc had authority to confine our inhabi-' 
tants by a military. guard, frominftaiices which had 
.really happened j ,thc drift therefore of lord Clive’S 
aflcciion was obvious ; in ilus he was fupported by 
general Carnac, who further added, that if it was 
thought I deferved ir, he woulci notfcruple to fei2e 
me with military guards, or Words to that effedl. • 
His majefty’s gracious chatter to the company, 
. the civil courts of juftice,. the court of oyer and let- 
miner^ and the authority of the king’s judges and 
-juttiecs, feem by furh declaration to be entirely 
put out of the queftion by thefe gentlemen. I 
tremble at the ihsughtof being deprived of the in- 
dulgencies and privileges of our conftltutlon ; and I 
call lipon) ou, gentlemen, notonly as a prefidenC 
and council, but as a bench of the king’s juftices, 
- to conuder the fatal tendency of fuch an aflumed 
> . auiho- 
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authority over the civil rights 0 / hfs raajefty’s fub- 
je^s. How much does it behove you to guard 
thoftt bleffed privileges from evf ry innovatioa 1 how 
jealous ought you to be of them, in a region fo 
remote from our mother country*! whcn’my fta- 
tion as a member of this government, my autho- 
rity and quality as one of his majefty's judges and 
juftiecs, proteft me not from threats of military 
guards, ,whac may not the inhalaitants of* a lower 
Iphere live in dread of ? I appeal in the moil fo- 
kmn manner to you, gentlemen, as my fellow 
judges and juftices, I call up you, to proteft'the 
rights and privileges of the fubjects, to free them 
from all apprehenfien of a military power, I de- 
mand, that the alTertion of this being a military 
government be publicly c:tplodcd : that the autho- 
- rlty of his majefty’s jofticcs be acknowledged in the 
molt ample form, fuperior to all military force : 
and that the guards be removed, by your orders, 
from the houtes of our inhabkatus ; that no: only 
I, bur the whole fettlcmcDt, may in confidence aqd 
fafety attend the company’s and our own concerns, 

. and Ilich others as are intruded to our managemenr. 
The iahabkants may juftly be alarmed, and afto- 
nilhcd at this unheard of afliertion of ^ military pow- 
er over a Britifli colony, and have a right now to 
expect fuch a renunciation, >to quiet, for *the pre- 
fcnc, their apprehenfions : nor confidering nijfelf 
as a juftice, dare I fecra by my GIcnee to acquU 
efee VO declarations fo fubverlive of our laws and 
conftitution, or expofe royfelf ro be infuUed by 
Jicaricgfuch threats at your board, 

(Signedd Ralph Lcyccdcr, 

?vlr. Ley- 
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Ivir. Leyceller, in confcquencs of gencul Car- 
pac’s minute*!, defires the following qucftjon may 
be put feverally to the members who were prclenc 
cn the occafion, ' 

Whether 'the afiertions coptained in his minute, 
concerning the general, are true or falfe. 

The queilion were put accordingly. 

‘‘Mr. Gray, after having, at his requeft, been, 
fworn to the truth of his aniwer, delivered as fol- 
lows * That he remembered perfectly well, lord 
Clive’s faying, this was a military as v/cll as a 
civil government ; that general Carnac fupported 
the fame, and after fome arguments, whIc.H Mr. 
Gray does not particularly recollect, that the gene- 
ral actually did' declare, that if he thought he de- 
ferved it, he. would not fcrople to feize even him- 
felf. Mr. Verelft declares, on lord Clive’s obfer- 
ying, that this government wa? both a military as 
, well as a civil government i the general joined in 
opinion, and lupporicd the ncccfllty of fuchi mixt 
government in fuch a place as this is ; though at 
the fame time, he declared, he was well acquaint- 
ed with the difference of each, and would fupporc 
the civil, but there' were many inftances, where 
the military power was abfolutely icquifitei paiti- 
V. cularly in the immediate fehture of. perfons whp 

- mighfbe guilty of atrocious crimes, to prevent 
their maVmg their efcape ; that Mr. Leycefter, dif- 

- fermg m opinion, debates arofe, when the general 
' told him, that m fuch an inflance before rreniion- 

cd, he would not fcruple to feize him. Thefe, to* 
the belt of Mr Verclft’s knowledge, were the fen- 
. pipcnts the ecneral exprcffcdhimiiilf in.” 
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' Lard Clive’s minutes, ihathis fentiraents of ivhst 
paffed correfpond entirely with what Mr. Verelft 
has related ; but he does not re<;ol\ect the p.srtica- 
lar words which paffed previous to general Carnac’s 
declaration. . , 

Thefe anfwets have been recorded, Mr. Leycef- 
fer asked the fecretary, whether rhe had aitendi^d 
, to the dilcQurfe which pafied on the occaGon : and 
defiled if he had, he might relate the lame to the 
'board. The board acquicfcmg in Mr. Leycefter’s 
defire, the f^crctary replied in the affirmative to his 
queftion ; but begged the periiuffion of the board 
to prepare his relation againft their next meeting in 
writing, that he might recollect himfelf particu- 
larly, and deliver it with more prccifion. 

Mr. Gray delivers in the following reply to lord 
Clive’s minute, catered on confuhation ihe the 14th 
inftant. 

“ Were we to found our opinion of his lordlhip’s 
conduct from his declaration in his minute, it would 
appear all mildnefs, candour, and tendernefs j but 
when facts feem to contradict his profefiTons, we 
are at a lofshow to ceconcUc a fyftem of behaviour 
‘ which appears lb oppofitc to the fentimehts he 
breathes. A fecond time has his lordfhip now 
-quoted the candid proceedings of* the felecc com- 
mittee, on a late occafion. I (hall obferve, once 
for all, that however his lordlhip may chink me or 
others indebted to his mercy on. that occafion, I do 
not In the leaft think mylcif, or them fo. He 
•would feem to infinuatc, that an enquiry u as difa- 
grceablc to himfelf, and that the relentjefi boaid, 
not fatisfied with the former inftance of modera- 
tion, now called upon him to pctfocm the odious' 
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task of prodifcing new matter, to prove the 
fity of reformation. His lordlliip acknouledgcs 
it is an odious tas.k j it only requires to be known, 
wlicther hia lordfiiip himfelf, or who elfe was the 
occafion of this enquiry, to find where the odium 
rclls. For my own part, I will declare my reafons 
for demanding It, anil now aver tq this board, that 
before his ioi'dlbip’s arrival from lllahabad, I was 
informed he was collecting accufations againft me, 
up the country 5 and I heard, he gave our, I had 
committed extortions, that if known, would fliock 
the ears of the world. I heard it was his intention 
to referve ihefubject of thefe complaints as a check 
on my opinion, 'whenever I Ihould dare to dilier 
from him j and after his arrival, I wms informed, 

’ that the fearch for information was ftill ngoroufly 
carried on at the dry. Reports of this nature 
could not fail to give me concern ; ftili I waited 
with patience above a fortnight after his return, cx; 

• pccting he would hlnifelf communicate to me what 
- was now become the topic of conyeifation, and 
fobjcct of coxrefpondcnce to the whole fettlemeot. 
But finding his lordfliip decline to afford me room 
for explanation, I was under neceflity ofdemanding 
it in public ; more efpecially as a fhip was on the 
eve of difpatch to Europe, where reports to my pre- 
judice might be earned unconfuted. \Vhethcr 
his lordfliip acted on that occafion, a generous open 
part, or the reverfe ; and whether the fteps he has 
purfued fince, in fciapmg together informations 
and accufations from the meaneft .agents in de^trac- 
tion, are confi^cnC with his profefiion of "candour 
and moderation, I leave to the world to judge? In 
one once circumlbnce, at leaft, he feems to deyi- 

atq 
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ate from connnencyv had he been guiaeci by the 

dictates of humanity, as he profcfle5» why did he 

divulge ihofc charges by inrmuatioiis to others, as 
inattvTS of fact;'or.had he been defirous of feeing 
t[icm accommodated^ without being driven to the 
ncccdity of laying them before the board, how 
came he not to inlorm me privately, and allow me 
an oppottwnUy of an er.plaiutloa with him ? The 
odioxis light in which his lotdfltip has endeavoured 
to fit forth the feheme 1 had ptopofed for the re- 
lief of the proftituics of the town, as an inftance of 
liis counteracting the dtfign of opprelhon, is an 
caroeft of the candour I have to expect from him. 
If a tranfaction upon the fpot, under the eyes of 
' the council, and before the public, where tho 
’ facts might foon be proved or'difproved, ts fo mif- 
reprefented, what jufttce have 1 to expect in the* 
courfo of thofc other rcfcarches made by )us lord- 
fiiip’s induftry. In a remote difiricr, and among a 
fee of people whole opinion are guided by their lo- 
terefis, and their declarations prompted by theic 
hope and fears. ‘ 

Though the approbation of a man's own con- 
fcience may render himiatisBed with his own prin= 
ciplcs, yet we need not far to feek for proof, 
that It is but Uulc defence agavnfc the keen male- 
volence of flandcr and detraction, when iupponed 
by power and influence } and from 'what (Quarter 
the fhafts of calumny are iped, or ambitious re- 
lenimeni Bows, the impartial may decide. As to 
lord Clive’s third miniite, where he has fhatcheci 
up iheexpreffion, tbatlftiould not have thought ic 
wrong to receive rhe'money orfered by the proftT 
tutes on my account^; t ftiall only obferve, that 
* when 
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wlicD fettmg afide facts, he is reduced to the necef- 
fiiy of feizing words for his own purpofes, his ar- 
gument muft be greatly degraded in his own opi- 
nion. My real meaning was, that as this money 
was a voluntary prefenc, I ftiould not have been ob- 
noxiousto the imputation of exaction, had I even re- 
ceived it on my ownaccounc. But it implies not that 
1 would benefit by fo mean an offer ; my conduct 
is proof to the contrary : and as I had rectified 
and explained myfelf to lord Chvc, before he en- 
tered his minute, he had no right to take fuch an 
Unfair advantage ; however, lconfcfs,Ido not re- 
gret the mifiake of an expreffion, which has given 
his lordfhlp an opportunity of difplaying his method 
of argumentanon.* At the fame time, as bis lord- 
,lhip fecrus defirous to undervalue and preclude eve- 
ry circuroftance in my favour, I think the attefia- 
lions fo much the more netelTary > and therefore 
I defire thatthofe who were prefenc in the cutchcr- 
ry, when I firft took charge of the colle61or(hip, 
and other gentlemen whom I call on, as being ac- 
quainted with my intentions, may appear, to de- 
clare upon oath, v.hai they know of this affair. 
His lordQiip advances the necelfity of a thorough 
reformation, his favourite theme. As it is one of 
the pillars on which he expefts to raife his charac- 
ter, and to acquire eclat, it were to be wllhed he 
would go on with bis regulations, without injuring 
the charailcr of thofe who preceded him in the ad- 
miniftration ; and content himfelf with the affu- 
f ince, that if his meafures are preferable to ihelrs, 
they will fufficiently dittinguifli themfelves, when 
he throws rcfieiftions on former governments, hs 
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fnoulvl confider what abufes might have extffed 
formerly during his ovvi\ ; efpecialiy the frauds irl 
the new \vorks ; which, though they efcaped his 
obfervation, did not that of his vigilant fuctelTof; 
Mr. Holwelf, who by his diligence brought them 
to light, yet had too much generohry to calVari 
odium on a former adminlllrition, to draw frhm 
thence any' arguiAents for the necelBty of a tho- 
rough reformation. 

His iordthip’s principal aim fefems to be levelled 
agalnft receiving ptefents from the people of the 
government. 1 for my parr, have never concealed 
from my friends, advantages which my ftation has 
offered me in this refptft, before the execution of 
tile covenants 5 but I cocaily disclaim and dliavoiv 
ever having made ufe of improper msan 5 , or un- 
due in^iuence, to acquire foch advantages, or hav- 
ing received them for difhonourable ends. If my 
fervants hive been guilty, it was' without my 
knowledge orconfent, ard let them be called to a 
•fair and impanial tiiaL I do not make this decla- 
ration in any degree asaconfefffon of any charges 
lord Clive has to produce ; but I claim from it an 
occaffon, fince rctrofpccts arc begun and admitted, 
to ftatc to lord Chvc fome doubts which hav'c arifeii 


to me> as they may probably, 10 many others, 
touching hU condoft: uhich I feall be happy in 
affording his jordlbin an opportunity of clearing up, 
to thefaiisfaciion of the v/orld. For this pufpofe I 
propofe to him the following queries 

was the purport and meintng of the 

fi&uous treaty, fignaJ by vh= ftUa contSiiKe in 
'7i’> Yf ki'illnp-s deSrt ; an.i wh.rew 
Mic dmar front the real 03 - tho £>=" 
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ind. Whether the imcnfof this treaty was net 
to deceive Orcvlchuod ? 

gd. Whether Omichund was not, by this decep- 
tion, deprived of a large fum of money, from 
twenty-five to |hirty-five lacks of rupees, whichhc 
had been premifed, and made to expecfl ? 

4th. Whether that, or {bme'fuchfura, was not 
ftipulatcd before the acccflionofMcer Jafficr, and 
afterwards divided amongftfundry gentlemen ? 

' 5ih. _\^Tiethcr lord Clive, then colonel Clive, 
had not a principal fliare in fuch diftribution ? 

6lh. Whether admiral Watfon didnotrefufe to 
fign this fictitious treaty deeming it derogatory from 
his own character as a Britllh ofiicer ? and whe- 
ther ni.tttithftanding this refufal, his name did not 
afterwards appear affixed to this treaty ? 

yih. Whether the argument for excluding admi- 
ral Watfon from a fharc of the fum was not, that 
he refufed to put his hand to this fictitious treaty? 

i'th. Whether ft is not for a fhare of thfsfum 
ftipulat'cd with Mecr Jafficr before the battle of 
Plaficy, that the heirs of admiral Watfon are, now 
profecuting ? 

9th Whether, it was advifcable, for public con- 
fiderations, to deceive Omichund, or though he 
liad rendered himfcif unworthy of fo largo a re- 
ward ; whether, I afic, was it becoming in lord, 
then colonel Clive, to receive a large proportion of 
fuch a fum for his own ufc, inflcad of appropria- 
ting it to the public fervice j or by remitting it al- 
together to Mecr Jafficr, enable him the fooner to 
tlilchargc his public engagements to thc^ngUfif? 

(Signed) George Gny.” 

The 
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'The foregoing minute having been perufed, and . 
lord Clive proceeding to lay before the boird a 
part of his charges againfl: Mr. Gray, agreeably 
to the purpofe of their prefent meeting; Mr, Gray, 
upon a declaration made by his Iprdfhip in the 
coucfcoffome previous coaverfation, entered^ the 
following farther minute : . , 

“ Previous to an enquiry, I muft reptefent to the 
board, that as lord Clive has now declared before 
'them, that heis deteimined to collcdb every infor- 
mation and evidence againft me which he can, I 
confidet him as an accufer, or at lead himfelf an 
evidence ; and therefore lobje^ againd his fitting 
in judgment on my conduft* l.ord CUvp>replies, 
that he was difpofed, for motives of humanity, to 
conceal many' charges which have been communi- 
cated to him againd Mr. Gray i but as he feems 
not fatisfied with this, but has publicly demanded 
their being laid before the board, his iordfhlp 
thinks, that juftlce fhould now take place of huma- 
nity, and that it is his duty, as governor,^to lay 
before the board every circumftancc whatever which 
may come to his knowledge, and tliac he (liall dq 
it accordingly.!’ 

Extraft from the proceedings of the prefident and 
council at Calcutta, on the 28th Oftober 1765. 

** General Carnac defires to enter the following ac- 
tciVation, on the fubject of the debate which oc- 
curred at the confultation of the T4ih inftanr, re- 
ferred to in his and Mr. I eycefter's minutes, enter- 
ed on the proceedings of the 18th. I do folemnly 
fwear, that 1 never bad an idea of felting this up 

as 
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as A iniUtary government, being too ^vell acquainN 
cd with the blclhngsof our qivil conftitution cvcj- 
to wilh to fee a military government eftablilhcd 
upod us rums In the debate which happened at 
tlic confultauon of the r4th inlHnt, and which 
owes It’s rile to a quellion, whether the prefidt-n}: 
was apthorifed to place feapoys over Ilemnaut, or 
not, as isfalfely aflcfted m Mr Leyccftcr’s minute, 
whether the prefident had authority to confine our 
inhabitants by mjlitary guards , I declare upon 
o-th, to the beft of my recollection, the following 
was the purport of the converfatfon between Mr 
l_cycefter and me I obferved there were emergen 
cies which rendered next to abfolute nccefliiy 
the having recourfe at times to military force, and 
particularly tnftanced the cafe of notorious olfend- 
ers, who were endeasoMring to, and might other- 
wife evade public jufticp, under which circum- 
ftance, 1 niTerted, 1 would myfclf exccato military 
power Mr Ley ceftcr then faid repeatedly, he 
wifhed I would do foby hirn Being before warm 
>vith argument, and by his behaviour rendered 
more fo, I replied with heat, that were even hem 
fuch a cafe, I would be the firft at the head 
of a parly of fenpoys ” 

And the general \va» accordingly fworn to th^ 
fame * ' 

Lord Chvc alfo delivers in, upon oath, the fol- 
low mg dechratKin on the fubjccl Some deV^ws 
arifing rehiivb fo the conhnrmcnt of Remnaur, 
wherein the prefident obturved there was a mujed 
government, a military nji wdl as civil govern- 
ment, I domolV LUmnly Iwcar, to the beft of my 
^.mory and jvidgment, that the general exprcficcl 
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the following manner, orworJs to thaj 

purpofe.” 

“ 'J’he general declared that helcncw fhe diffcrenc? 
between themdliary and civil powLr, and that hq 
would abYa>s fupporc the latter; but there were 
9afes of emergency, where notorious pfTenders want-j^ 
cd to efcapefromjufticc, whqn he would make'ufq 
of miluary guards to feize fuch:** upon whlcji Mr. 
Leyceftet replied, “ he Ihoold not, or dared not tq 
takehiraup.” Thegcneralanfwcrcd, “Jnfuchaa 
inftance, he himlelf would go at the head of fix Tea- 
poys, and fsize him by the collar,, and drag him to 
juftice. Both the general and Mr. Leycefter ex- 
prefled thcmTelves with great waimih." And Mr. 
Verellh, at hU defire, was fworn to the truth of his 
relation on the fubjecc entered on; the faid eonful-? 
tationof the iSthinl^. ’ > 

Thefe aiteftations having been taken. Mi;, 
Lejeefterrsqueds chcfecretary niay be called upon 
for his evidence of wha: pafied, which he before 
defired might appear*. But the general defires pre- 
vioully to put the following qucBions to Mr. Ma-. ‘ 
jendve, and that he will reply to them on oath. 

Queftlon the firft. 

"Whether hq was not at the time of the debate 
actually employed in writing ? 

Queftion the fccond. 

If he heard the whole of the converfatlon between 
Mr. Leycerter and the general, on the fubject of 
t^e conftitution of this government j and if he can; 
upon oath, declare the particular expreflibns made 
wfc of by euViLf of them > And the queftions being 
therefore put accordingly, Mr. Majendie replied to 
^hem on oaih^ as follows = 


I 
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To ihc nrft, that he was partly engager^ in wri- 
ting at the lime of the debate, but that his atten* 
tion was very much lb with what palled on the oc- 
caficn. 

Inanfuerto the fecondqueftion, Mr. Majendie 
ben>'io refer to his rcUtiurr, which he mentions he 
has’ prepared on the b.dt of his recollection, in the 
fame manner ns the gentlemen of the boartl invc 
delivered in their attcftaiions, and contains the im- 
partial who/e, fo far as appeareef to him ncccH^ry 
to he noticed. He adds, that he cannot venture 
pohtively to declare, that no particular expredions 
cfcaped him, but is ready to anfwcr any cjueftions 
which maybe put io ‘him, to determine this 
point. ‘ 

" Mr. Majcr.dic s relation being then required, he 
{iril fubmitced to the board, the follow ing minute 
which ho brought prepared with it. 

Confidcflng my junior rank in thefervlcc, toge- 
ther with the ollice which I have the honour to 
hold in It, of fccrctar^' jb this council. ^ could whli, 
upon fo particular an cccafion, as I have been cal- 
led upon for my evidence, at laih Friday’s council, 
to be wholly cxcufed from entering any > but if the 
honourable boaui Jhould lUll think proper to have 
it .ippear, I hope they will, for thofe icafcns, al- 
low moths fathfaciion of doing It only on oath. 

• C'l^ucdj \Villiani Majciulic. 

, And the bond ellecmmg h-s feprefentuion 
therein very jull, he w.-s accordingly'lv.orn to.ihc 
irinh ofhiscvid^^icc, a*, lollov.s ; 

“ 'I'o ihc bell of my recwlisctiun, what palTcd in 
the dsbats which ajolc at iLe conlulta.ic.n of the 
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i4fli intv touching the propricty.of lord Clive’s fet- 
' iure and confinement of Mr. Gray’s fervent, Hem- 
naui, w ith a guard of fcapoys, is as follows : His' 
iordlhtp, in fupport of that proceeding, urged, that' 
thiS uasa military as well as civil government ; and 
general Carnac joined him in the argument in the 
lame terms, eaplaining hinifelf, by alledging, that 
th.re were many cafes in which the ufe 'of military 
force here was abfolulcly rcquilite, preferably to' 
the civil; fuch, for rnflancc, as the immediate fei-' 
zurc of perfous, upontlie imputation or fufpicion of 
villainous actions, to prevent their cfcape, which 
could not furoly be elfecicd with the few civil of-’ 
ficers ive cnteriain- This Mr. Leycelter firongly 
denied, and objected to. atfetting, that our civil' 
power was fully fullicient toapprelicnd any petfon ' 
and prevent his efcage, and could wilh equal cx- 
pedmon . that no military force Ihould ever be 
ufed, unlefs called upon by the civil magirttate-' 
that if any fucli Iboiikl attempt thefeizute of,afcrI 

vantofhis, or any other perfon, without tliat au- 

thotity, he would, in virtue of his quality and of-* 
fice, as one of his majelfy’s juftices of the peace of 
which he lliould confidcr fuch proceedings as an 
open violation, immediately commit the perfon or' 
perfons employed on the oocafion. Hereupon the' 
petal repeated the neceffity for the ufe of a mi- 
' Iitary force in lome cafes , and Mr. Leycefter frill 
arguing againll it the general told him, he would 

hZ M in that manner, 

but if thought he dclcrved it. 

(Signed) William Majcndie, See.”' 


Lord 
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Lbnl Clive now puis the following queftlon t6 
Mr. Leycefter, lequiring his anfwer thereto, on 
oath ; u hether the whole of the converfation w hich 
palled between general Carnac and him on the fub-. 
jeet of the conAiiution of this goverhment, Is con- 
nintd In his minute on the fubjecc ? 

To which Mr. Lejeefter replies, ujJon oath, ac- 
cordingly, that the minute contains fuch part of the 
Convcrlation as occurred to him at the time he 
wrote it, and ihar, upon the atteftations now tic- 
Jivered in, he recollects fome citcumftanccs which 
had before entirely cfcapcdhim. ‘ ‘ 

His lordlhip further afks Mr. Lcycefter, whe-* 
ther he has not communicated the contents of hii 
riiinutc to fome others bcfidc the members of the 
board ? . i 

And Mr. f-eyccftcranfwcrs thereto In the alBf- 
mattve. 

Lord Clive -now enters the following minute, m 
reply. to Mr. Gray’s late quoftions, put to hinq 
and his, aad Mr. Lcyccftcr’s minutes. 

Lord Clive's minute. 

“ Although I did nor think myftlf obliged toag-’ 
r.ver any of Mr. Gray’s qucltions, nor imagine 
thir, were they anfwcrcd agreeably to his expec- 
tations, they wolIJ in the lead exculpate him, if' 
the fafls with w Inch he and his agents are charged 
flmuM be fully proved ; yclas Mr. Gray may hope 
|hat my anLvcrs will be of Icrvice to his caufe, I 
thall, \.ith great plcafurc, him with par- 

ticular ai.lrttrs to the fcvcral quuHions he lias put to 
me inhij n.Inuteof Uiciqihaud iSth InlbnL 

Anfwer 
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* Aiifwef to the firft In. aafsver to hs ficftquery-^ 
f declare, than I have had in my poTelBon for up- 
wards. of twp moiuhs,fundry authentic papers^accu- 
JlngMr, Gray^adhisgomaftahsof having received 
feieral fums of monev by extortion and other me- 
thods » which papers I flull lay before the board 
for their more particular information And I do 
further declarCj that ic was not my intention to 
make any ufe of thefe papers againft jMr Gray, 
unlefs I had found him ftili persevere m the prac- 
tice of unwarrantable means to obtain money* or un- 
lefs he had called upon me n the manner he has 
done^ by his minute of the 25th September, 1765. 

Anfwer tQ thefecond , I do declare, upon my 
honour, that I never authorized any perfon wbom- 
foever to demand, by threats of guards or punUb-* 
ment, any of Mr Grays private letters, or pa- 
pers, or accounts, couchmg his fortune and con- 
nedions Anfwer to the third I have placed 
military guards upon two men only The evidence 
upon oath before the board, as well as before the 
committee \\ lU convince the court of directors of 
the neOefijcy of fecurmg one of them , jthe other 
Kemnaut, now confined, is under charge of being 
a moft. riptonous offender He is accufed of fadb 
which, if psoiied true, muft condemn him to every 
exemplary puniHiment - and he was confined to fiis 
h juf. b) a guard, upon inidUgence I recciv cd, that 
he was going to fly thc^ country That I have pla- 
G d a niiiilary guard upon an^ one fmee Mr G*ray 
cilUd upon me to produce evidences aganff: him 
is.uttedy fiUt Anfwer to tne /ourtn I did 
vviitL a per vmnah to BoUkvdafs, n m^'wer to a 
Inter from ium the beginning or JuU lalt , b*>« 

k 1 wht-v 
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wl.cn I heard, from juggefcat, what an enemy hd 
lud been lo their fathers, 4 forbad him to come in- 
to my prefence, and ujwn my arrival or .red him 
lo quit Calcuiti j but upon Mr. Gray’s minute, I 
ordered Bolakjdafs back again, to give the evi- 
dence 1 had before been informed of concerning 
KemnAut^s conduct, in which Mr. Gray feems to 
be ftrongly interefted ; ‘and I fhall certainly not 
decline to receive complaints of fuch grievances as 
effect the honour or advantage of the company ; 
nor will there be any occafion, as Mr. Gray al- 
ledges there will, to make ufe of force or threats 
to obtain them. With regard to harpies and fpies 
Wng( employed to feixc Bolakydafs, when he quit- 
ted Calcutta, I never knew nor heard of any. I 
■have^hen Bolakydafs no encouragement j io far 
from It,' I hare told him, that when he was given 
his evidence upon oath, he muft not estpcct thelt- 
bcfty of rcfiding tn'Calcuiia. • • • » 

As to the lalt query, tt will be time cnougkio 
anfwer it when Mr. Gray gives me the name of his 
ailhon. ‘ ‘ ' 

Tno-v proceed to trouble you with remarks upon 
andanfttcrsto fomc other queries contained in Mr. 
Gray’s minute of the 14th infianc, which are in- 
tended as a fcvcrc attack upon my honour, and 
therefore require paniciUar attention. And'thou^h 
I ll".Her myfelt that my character hands too high in 
il c opinion to ma'’kird 10 be wounded by fuch an 
accukr, or by fuch sccufaiions, yet it may not be 
irrpreperfor me to Ihew, that Mr. Gray’s inOnua- 
tions are moft of them \oiil of all foundation, and 
«t eie.T tthhrh /are a foundation, arc mo/f 
batt-Jy'injunculy ftated. - 
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^ Inth? minute before. ms, Mr. Gny recurs to my. 
former adminiftfation in the year i757» accu- 
fes me of negk£t u that lime, in not diicovenng 
pertain frauds m the new works. Mr Gny was 
asked, ^ybelher by mentioning thac circgmllancc 
be megno to infinuate thac I hid been any ways 
ppneerned in thofe frauds, and he declared he did 
not } Mr Gray dares not declare oihcrwife and 
)et one would imagine luch an infinuaiion was in- 
tended . for the gentlemen could not mean fen- 
oufiy toaccufe me of neglect, m not laying before 
the council thole frauds which never came to my 
carsorknowlcilge. Of i nature equally falfc and 
malicious IS the purport of bis qotries concerning^ 
the treaty, mMay i757» to which Iretura 

the following anfwer. \Vhcn Mr Watts’snegpjia- 
twn at Mutlhedabi^d with Meet JajHer and Hoy 
Doolpb, was brougl)t fo near p a conclufion, tnac 
the treaty ufelf drawn out, wherein it was 
fd^ecid,ed» that a hundred lacks lliould be paid to 
jhe company* fifty lacks to the European fufferers, 
twenty lacks p tlie napye?, and feven lacks to the 
Armenians, Portuguefe, Ac. Omichuqd, who had 
accompanied Mtv Watts to the city, was fo fir 
from beingi fatishcJ with what was to fall to his 
fhace , that he declared, unlcfs a very large fum, 
tothf-b^Or'of my remembrance it was not l^fs than 
fifty laclv^, was ftipuhted for himfelf m particular, 
and unlefs he Ihould alfo be allowed fiye per cent, 
on all Surajah Dowhh’s treafure, he would divulge 
the^fecrets of the whole nc^ociation Thefe circum- 
ftancesMr Watts immediately communicated to 
me, exprelfing the mort dreadful apprehenfions of 
the confcquenccs, arjd intreating me togetOmf 
^ chund 
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ehund down fo Ca'lcutra,'and'fatisfy him, or fhould 
oil be undone. When I confidered, tiiac the lives 
of fo many Brhifli fubjecis were concerned in the 
event of this affair,las well as that the whole of 
the pofleflions pf the cortipany’and.of individuals 
yas at IVaUc, 1 did norheiuatc a moment to dstcr- 
rnine upon a feheme tharfhould fccure the fuccefs 
of our plan, and at the fame time difappoinc ihe 
expectations of }o treacheroos'a villain,; for thefe 
purpofes I myfelf propofed there ihould-be luo 
treaties, a real one, and a fictitious one : , the laitcr 
1 intended merely as a- deception to Omichund. 
This propol'al was unanimoufly approved by the 
^tndemcn of theTelect committee. s* and were we 
again in the liUe cireumnances,' I fhould mofl cer* 
tainly think myfelf authorized to act in tlic fame 
manner. * That Mr. Watfon did not fign the ficti- 
tious treaty Is matter of face ; but !• can with the 
greateft truth at the fame time affirm, that’ he gave 
another gentleman leave to fign it for him, 'and to 
affix his fcal. %Viih regard to- thefe queftions, 
whether ike fum ftipulatedin the fictitious treaty for 
Omichund was not ttruckoff on purpofe to be> af- 
terwards divided among fondry gentlemen, and tv he- , 
thcr I had not a principal fliaie in fuch diliriburion, 
they have not the lead foundation in' truth, .d do 
declare upon my honour, 1 never did ftipulate with 
Ti/Ittr Jafificr, or any other perfon, directly, or indi- 
rectly, cither before or after ihfe battle of 'Plafficy, • 
for any fum or fumscfmcncYAvhatevcr, (the coni: 
miitcc money excepted.) The gentlemen of. the 
pommittce empowered„mc to write to Mr. Watw 
upon the fubject of that money ; at the fame time 
|;c >vas ordpred to- ilipulate for a fionat;on for the 
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'xiav^iaad army.'^ /'Thisitranfaction his been apprbp* 
ved of' by the coeit of direciors under their owji 
hands. >'i he hetrs of admiral Watfbn'are now fu- 
ingfor the nionej mentioned by Jt 3 r. Gray ? they 
axe' fuing'for a‘ lhare of,thc committee money, and 
no other : nornvas fuch an agreement as mention- 
ed im Mr. Gray’s i feventK query ever made or 
thought of by any’ gentlemen lo my knowledge* 

• ^The whole ftring of queries having been formed 
'by Mr* Gray upon a luppofiiion that the money 
ftipulaied for Omichund, in the iietttious treaty, 
was received and divided among. EngUflt gentle- 
men » which fuppofitton being abfolutelyfalfe, I 
conclude,’ no farther reply to them is necefiary. 

' I fliall now proceed to take notice of the gene- 
ral tendencyjof Mr. Gray’s and'Mr* Leicefter’s mi- 
nute jointly : they are at great pains'to infinuate,' 
that 1 have infringed the* liberty of the fubject by 
the exertion of nulitary force, and that I am endea- 
vouring to fubvert the laws and ' rights of our civil 
qonftjtution' 5' I beg leave to trouble you with my 
fentiments on thele fubjccts 5 and lhall fubmic to 
your judgmenr, whether my proceedings havebeea 
acbiccaty,' opprcliive, or unpreccdenc^. 
c Asriam.not a* very young fervant of the com-, 
pany, and ihave been twice honoured with the pre- 
Jidcntniip of this fettjement, think'!' may without' 
yanity)prefumc, that my knowledge is nor inferior 
. to Mr.tGray’s’or Mr. Leycefter’s in the power and 
duties of a governor. •’Ihc rcfpecc I have for the 
uw^of mycouatty wlU always my extici- 
fing a military force 10 apprehend any Britilh 
fubject, T unlcfs in cafes of a very heinous nature, 
pjul Avhpnihc odender might othefwife efcape from 



ihejuftlcc of' a' civil power, to whom I19 muftof 
courfc be given up.J • '' 

But with regard^to the natives of India. .1 can-l 
not confider them as Britifli fubjeds : and the 
court of dircdlors have cautioned us agaiotl puiiingi 

outlaws in execution on them. Wereue to conti 

fiderthemas Britt(h,fubjc£ls, our political govern-j 
mcnc \\o*uld be at an end. ’ The power of-the go-.* 
Vernor and-council would be transferred to the 
.mayor’s court, and with it the whole authority of 
the company, as if the charter for the eftabiilh- 
ment of that court had been obtained to make thci 
mayor and aldermen mafters over the company. 
Bebdes, were the natives within our dil^ids to be, 
on every occation, profecuted'by the laws of our 
country, the Inns of court wrould hardly be abletff 
fupply us with a fufiicienrnumber of lawyers j and 
the objedton would neverthelefs remain, t^^t if the 
Indians will not of' their own accord comply with 
the forms‘'of the laws of England/wehave noright 
to compel them '/for what they have faid, is true, 
that no prince has power or authority over thefub- 
jeds of another prince, unlcfs it be by their refiding 
in hfs dominions, or by voluntary conceflion. con- 
fent," &c- and there are undoubtedly- inftances 
where the company’s fervants could not juftify 
thcmfelveSj’if.ihey were to admit' the natives to ^ 
the benefit of our law’s, even at their ow'n rcquell. 
The company’s advantages and pofTeflions In India 
arc maintained by the civil joined with the military 
power. Thcadminiftration of their feitlements^. u> 
far as refpeSs the fubjed of Great Britain, is purely 
civil ; except infuch cafes as come particularly un- 
der the cognizance of ipartlal law; but the civil 
' ’ admi- 
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admmvftration has a right to command afliftance 
the military, m Tccuring offenders This is al- 
lowed of by ihL law s of Lngland, and is frequenrly 
praftifed though the two powers there arc raihec 
more diftma than m India Uere the civil gover- 
nor has a commiUion, as a commander lu chief of 
the forces, and as fuch Iwth power in himfclf to 
exerciie a miUiaty authority in fupport of the civd. 

1 his is an mftitution founded on a very wife and 
evident reafon , for as the governor muftalviays 
haM- tVt. earUeft inteUtgcncc of matters reUtmg to 
his> government, and of iniporuncc to the public 
intercftj it is neceflary he fhould be intcftcd with 
the power of providing jnftamly for the ^ccmity of 
khe ffate , nor can that power be- very dangerous 
to the liberty of the fobjcct, where military difci- 
phne IS regulated upon the model of civil admmi- 
■flratiOQ * 1 

But \ic are no; to imagine, that criminal actions 
alone endanger our principle of goverment It is 
endangered by licentiousncfs, extortion, venality, 
by whatever eludes, though it may not openly 
Violate , by whatever tends to weahen, though ic 
may not totally fubvert the laws Thcfe among 
numberlefs other cales, fall immediately under the 
obfervauon of a governor, and it is his duty to en- 
deavour to eradicate them, with every exemplary fe- 
1 j verity 

* W hen lord Chve s nght to the jagueer was difpuied 
by the company^ hvb iotdftnp aligned as realons for 
not purfiJing his remedy in the mayors court That 
the judge w ere dependants upon the company, that 
the appeal- hy to them preiident and council, and that 
e\cn ih^ perfon employed on his behalf muft be-de- 
pendant on thecompanj 
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-verity, ■when occafion demands it.’ If in the'e^’er 
cution of his ©dice he is guilty of opprelHon towtsrds 
any of his rmjefty’s fubjtas, an act of parliament 
points out a legal mode of Tfidrefs, Ifhvs oppref- 
/ion fall upon a fubjecc of the country government, 
he is ftill amenable to jufticc. »• In any ending cau* 
jes cfpecially, againft a BritHli fubjcct, a governor 
Y/ill act merely as a jufnce of the peace j bur in car- 
ies vthiqh affect the company’s alhirs, in cafe of a 
villainous nature between man and man, .particur 
larly extortions which too ofren happens among the 
natives of this defpotic empire, whether Supported 
or not by us . .in cales where the temper; the mo- 
deration, thejunice of the company’s government 
is concerned in cafes orfuch a nature, i fay, a 
.governor will act not only as jufticc of the j>eaco, 
.Jyui as governor ; he. will, not only as a magifitate 
commit to confinement, but will, if he judge ne- 
ceffaty; as commander in 'cbicf of-ithe- forces, af- 
fume his military power, to prevent the offenders 
cfcape. , If the dcicriptioa I have given of the duty 
‘andaytnorityof.agovcrnoribe ajultone, the point 
before us requiresno farther argument; 'and it will 
be a. fufficienc anfwer to Mr. Gray’s queftion, whe- 
ther I being a jufcice of the peace, having not a pla-" 
ced military guard over inhabitants of<tlus fettle- 
ment, to . obferve, that being a juftice of live < 
peace, *did tot, but that I, being a governor, did 
place military guards over Mootcram and Kemoaur, 
neither of. them inhabitants of tliis feillemtnt. 
Were I, .hon ever inclinccito reft the drcifion where 
1 fivould perhaps be juftified in refftng it,” upon‘the 
practice of former governors, I could produce to 
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Jhis bodrd a. lift of no Icf^than two-and- thirty prc^ 
cedents of iWack. men, ifome of whom were coui>-* 
fellors, banyans, -being confined for months togc^ 
thcr under military guards, by order of my prede- 
ceiTors, v within. thefc fourteen years paft •, and moft 
of thefe precedents relate aftually to inhabitants of 
Calcyttaj whereas th^t.caic-' before us docs nor, 
Jlemnaut is, an inhabitant ofMaldah, two hundred 
and fifty » miles 'from Calcutta ; his lioufe, his fa- 
milf,. are thefe,, and he is only a fojourncr at this 
fcijtlement i an agent for the bufinefs of extoruon, 
K which Mr, Gray and.Leyceftcr feem vexed to 
hnd him, deleted; for, whether it be the manor 
his criojcs they, mean to defend, is hard to diftin- 
guilh* To affect froca the cafe of Rctnnaut, that I 
am attempiing-to eihblifh a military govefnment, 
and to fubvcrt-cbe laws of, my country, is iinjuft 
and abfurd to the higheft degree. Mr. Lcyceftet’s 
minute upon the occafxon, is fo extravagantly ro- 
mancio and declamatory, chat 1 (hall here t&kc lie- 
tie notice of It, i excepting as to the. falfity of its 
fouadation,..-vi 2 . That a -debate arofe on a quef» 
tion, whether the prefident had the authority to 
bonfine our inhabitants by miUtary guards from in- 
ftances i.hicht had really happened. I appeal to 
every gentlenlaa then at the board, \Vheiher fuch 
a queftidn didj acife, or whether fuch inftanccs 
happened ? Tq a new redder Mr. I.eycefter’s 
tninucc might perhaps, convey a notion that I 
had' mddb. a general fciaure of all the European in- 
habitants. of Calcutta, fet guards upon their hou*» 
fes, •and'inttndcd to draw tko fword-againfi: cverv 
afiercor and liberty. .A fingle peifon, a 

black ,man, accufed of a heinops crime, medita- 
ting an efcape fromjufticc, is confined to his houfe 
Mm' bv 

' if 
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a few feapoys according to the ufual cuftom j arid 
upon this circumftance alone, Mr. Leycefter like 
a true leader of party, thinks it incumbent on him 
to ftand forth the champion of his injured country j 
declaims upon the Bntiih conftttution, civil rights, 
military force, arbitrary power, and the liberty of 
the fubjcA. I demand, fays he, that the guards 
be removed from the houfes of the inhabitants, that 
not only I, but the whole fettlcment may in conh- 
dence and fafeiy attend the company’s andourown 
concerns. In a London news-paper fuch, an ha- 
rangue might ferve to alarm weak minds, and 
draw recruits to the ftandard of fadion ; but on 
the face of our confultaiions where truth and fads 
arc confpicuous, it muft appear a falfehood of the 
moft dangerous tendency, and calculated toanf^er 
the word: of purposes. I therefore defirc the fol- 
low mg queftion may be put to this board : 

Whether any of the debateswhich palled at this 
board, on Monday the i4thinftant, relative to the 
conftitution of this government, and particularly, 
whether any expiyflions that fell from the prefi- 
denC, on that fubject, could give the leaft ground 
for fulpeccir.g that a military po\^ er was going to be 
fet up in oppofition to the civil adminiftraiion of 
this letllemcnl ? 

' (Signed^ Clive,” 

The quedion propofed at the conclufion of his 
lordfhip’s minute, being put accordingly to the 
icveral members. 

, declares, inanfwer; yes, for that if 

he had not thought what pafled at the board gave 

ground 
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ground for fuch fufpicipij, he ^ould not have; 
Sought rf worth' notice.'*.. ‘ . ' 

Mt^ Leycc(ltr TepUci^ihatihc'ex’proffioa 
fell .from the prcfidenr/ jdnj^iiie'occa^ hiin . 

room,co'furpe'ct^'^’thac he'.was intending tb fef iip^a? 
milltary/power very, ihconfiftcnt .withjO’Ur civil jurif< 
diction.' y -''’I' 

Mr., Vefelft thinKs there was' no reafori'.for fuch* 
opinion)! 'Th*e general thmks the' fame,! and ‘that . 
?he ehtertainlng'fucKWs' highly injurious to his' 
lordfhlp. Sumijer, 'riot* having' been prefent’ 

when the 'debate' occufrjed,'’/can'^ give nd Vepjy) to 
this* queftioh* ’And/ tholc/anfwers of' the other 
menaberVKaylngbeen'iKeVcfdre'taU^^^^ the general 
defires 'thV,!fe‘tne'‘qu‘efttoo'may be repeated; on bis 
behalf, toliii'em arid.Msiordftiip'.'' ‘‘The oiher mera- 
bers’ reply icverally'lri^ the fame terms 'as’.'beforc, 
and Ms lofdnilp as follows : That he cannot doubt 
it, after) th'$ '4cc.Iar;iuohs the 'geperaU has made 5 
and he has* moreover' authofily to' fay,' that he^has 
many )tirncs heard the ’ general exprefs' fehtiments 
much the reverfe. ' Mr,'’Vcrel(V upon, the foregoing 
prqceedvrigs/.propofes td'.ihe board ' the following . 
queftiqns, andjrequefts ihclf fentiments'ih''arif\ver. ' 
Whether it does not appear to ' them, 'that'Mr, 
Leyccn:er, >yas;the author and propagator of the' iri- 
jurious repdit fpread through- the fcttlemcnt j that 
a mijitaryjpqwer.was going to be fet up,, in oppofi- 
tion to^the civil adhjiriUlraiion''?/ ■* ^ ' , 

' Mr. Gray ‘refers cb'Mr.' LeycefterV avowal,' But 
, canooc. fay whether .^hc. was_tho-rifft'‘‘prop3gator: 

Mr. Vcrdft,'tbinks,h€;.w«{b;‘fr 8 m his own 'cdnfef- 
, {ion. ‘ The generar'does the fame. ' Mr.‘ Sumner 
' . ■ icqueCti 
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fcquclb thd anCwcrs of the other members to tf.d 
following qucHIon, before he can reply to the one 
propofed by Mr. Vcrclll : 

Whether none of them mentioned what palTed at 
the beard after the couiicif^ to others btf.dcs the 
members of the board ? 

Mr. Gray replies, that he did, ant! the expref- 
fions whicli he ncollcfl to ha\c palTed, when com- 
pared with circumtlanccs and facts which ha lac 
that time liappciicd, appeared to him of fuch a ca- 
xurc, that he thought himfclj" under a nccciruyof 
asking the opinion of others w hat ftrefs, or w eight 
ihould be Laid upon them } at the fame tlncc. if 
by tho injurious reports mcmloacd In Mr. Vcrclft’s 
qucRions, are meant aggravations bc}cnd uhat U 
lee forth tia Mr. Lcyccftcr^s minute, on the fub- 
jeec of'tho debate, and.what Mr. Gray has himfclf 
declired upon oath, he denies ever having propa- 
gated fuch. - ' ... 

iiThc general andJordCHvc declare, that they nc- 
s'cr mentioned the cifcumnancc, except when they 
were obliged to it, in juftiGcaiion to thcmfclvcs, 
Upon the reports being* comraunicaied to them. 
Mr. Sumner nowobferves, in reply to Mr. Vcrclft’s 
qutflion, that upon Mr. Gray’s declaration it ap- 
^ars-tofiim, ihcicircumftances I have been men- 
tioned by him as well as by Mr. Lcyccftcr. ' 

• -Lord CUve thinks Mr, Lcycflcr was the author 
and propagator of the report iri llie queftion. 

^ Mr.' Le}cefter, upon the declarations and opi- 
miens given by his lordfliip, defires to ask him- ' 

' iWhethcr he docs not recollect mentioning ia 
tompaoy^j proceedings and refulutioas of the fckee 
committee, that have net yet been made known to 
' * tliti 



t i 

ijiejpoartj. > His brdfliip'dcijying hb having dofid 
To, mV. Levcefter declares, that he Has himrelf 
‘heard him maltc mention of them, and is ready 
to atiefi the fame upon oath, and lord Clive’s ml- 
limes/m’ reply to thiSi declaration, >That to the 
befi of his recoUectlon, He never did . naake men- 
tion of the 'proceeding ofUhc committee; -as.-Mr. 
'Leycefier ^ens ; bur that U is very poffiblc he 
has, as he may not always have been lb much upon 
hiS guard, jbut that at times, expreffipn? may have 
flipi fiom him, to give an infight into them His 
lordfiiip now defires Kir. Leycefter may witHdravf, ' 
having fomething to propofc to the board concern- 
ing him, at which it is not proper he fliould be pre- 
feni *• and Mr. Leycefter retires accordingly; mi- 
nuting, That he fiiall give in reply to'iheld pro- 
ceedings, at the next meeting of the board. 

Mr. Leycefter beingwUhdrawn, his loidlhiplays 
before the board the following refolution for his 
fufpenfion t ' Mr. Leycefter, a member of tthis 
board, having induftrioufiy propagated a report, 
that a military power was going to be fet up, in 
oppofiiion to the civil adminiftration of this fetde- 
ment ? ' • c w [ 

Rcfolvcd, That the faid report is a moft grofe 
and fcandalous falfehood, tending to excite dlfcon- 
tent, CO promote faction,' to alarm the minds of th'a 
Inhabitants, and to introduce confufiofuimihc. com- 
pany’s affairs : That Mr, Leycefter,' in propaga- 
ting the faid report,* is guilty of unfaithfalnefs to 
the duty of the fervfce, and a breach of that truft 
ancf confidence repofed in him by his employers ; 
who expect from all their lervants a firlcc attention 
|o the happinefs, unanimity, and harmony of the 
‘ ' * ’ . fcctle- 


t 
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rccticment; that he is therefore umtorihy of any 
fratton in the company’s fcrvicc, and that he is ac- 
cordingly furpended, until the plcafure^of the court 

of directors be ]%nimp. , 

Mr. Gray enters lus diCTcnt to the refoluiion^ as 
follow 5 • ^ 1 

1 diHenc front the rcfolutton of the prefident, as 
Wr, Leyceltcr his not hod an opportunity to an- 
fwer what has this day paOed ; which before he 
withdrew he intimated to the fccrcrarVf it was his 
irtendprt to dot and further, lord Clue, as well 
as general Carnac, having declared thctnfclves in- 
jured by that gentleman s conduct, I confidcred 
them parties in the debate, and think they can* 
not with propriety have a t otc. ^ 

The amount of my reafons for this difTcpt there- 
fore IS, “ '1 hie Mr. Leveefter is about to be judged 
by his accufers, and judged unheard • hfliall deli- 
ver in mj fentiments more at large hereafter. Mr. 
Verelfcand the general approved of the rcfulution 
in the following minutes.” • < 

I Mr. Vcrelft's. ► - “ 

Me. Verelft is ferry he is obliged to corcur in 
the refolution propofed by, his lordfinp, but Mr, 
Lc}qefter’s conduct, m foindufiriouny propagating 
an aflcrtion'falfe in itfelf, and injurious to this go- 
vernment, IS fuch, that he thinks he fliould be de- 
f cienc in Ji's duty to his eniploj ers, w as he not to 
join la Ihewing a necelfaryirefentmencoo the occa- 
Jion, and therefore he alfeats to the refoluiioa pro- 
poled, J , 

_ The Generars. i 

The minute glvra la by Mr. Leycefter.i^ftdhts 
having indukcioully propagated the fame ihrojgh 

ths 



ihe {ettlemeat to inflarae the minds of the - inha- 
bitants, is fuch an indignity upon the government; ■ 
'.that the. general ihould’thlnk himlelf highly deficit* 
ent in the duty he owcS^ihcreun^o,'- did' he not con- 
cur in the lefoludon ofiered by'Uis iordfltip. 

• Mr. Gray', lays befdrcl the 'aboard the following 
defence to fuch part of hU lotdlhip’s charges;' and' 
the proceedings thereon, 'as'havc’alreadyap’^eared. 

It was not? my intention to have' anfweredito^i- 
ny of the charges 'brought ’agaihft me uhtill 'the 
•vyholc ihohid beiijlUhcd*; ‘but;;as there is a-.paufe 
at prefenc ih .'the' enquiries,'' 1 1 lhall'now reply j to 
. what has been hitherto'brought forth;' and for^^this 
purpofe I think irwill be'the' eaficft 'arid fhorteft: 
way ofobvikihg the infinuaiiohs to my 'prejudice j 
to give a faithful account of myconduct oJj’the'oc- 
•xafion, where I'amndw accufcd^bcforc' ihc" bowd, 
without giving either the'' board of('myfclf the trou- 
ble of anlmadverting-oii the informatibns of per-' 
fohs brought as evidence;’- ■ '• ."r //h 

. I ft. 'Touching- the' ifufpicion ' lord ClIvV-'has 
pleafed to fet forth, concerning ilie:prdenc-the' Na- 
bob gave me after his' fucceflioh 'to the fubahdary ; 
nnd the reafon foritiswcll known, thatmy m'dilvc for 
going to the city- was to 'mcec-'general Garnac'on 
his way tp thearmyj and the dclire of feeing ' major 
MuaroVon'liis rcturn from the'armyi cdecained'me 
there. Theold nabob in'ihc'interlm'vvas dangeroufly 
.ill when thefe twO’ gcpilcmeh'.Iefr' the‘'city,-’and 
propofed to return to Mcldah ybuc; IVIr. Middle- 
ton„then refident attho’Durbar, requellcd I'would 
ftay withhini for fome'tlme, nil the nabob’s illhefs 
ftiould come to a crifis-jTahdjYircompliance with 
his requeft, I did ftay':-abour two cr' three'days 
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after the general left the city, the old nabob appre- 
hcnding-his c/id approached, gave hia eldeft Ion, 
Nujam al Dowlah,-" a Khelaat to iranfact ih\, bufi- 
iicls of the fubahdary, and circulatory letters were 
fentco all the officers of thc’governmciic to obey 
Inm, which IS the common ‘ way" of declaring the 
fuccelToV *Mr. Middleton informed the prefidency 
of this cveilf, and of the nabob’s dangerou^ Hate ^ 
iind he received orders to fupport the nabob’s fa- 
mily, he believed without the fmalleft doubt, ic 
-was the intention of the board, that Naffim al 
Dowlah, the naboVs cldeft fon and his declared 
heir, fhould fucceed in cafe of the nabob’s death , 
and he afl\cd my opinion, which concurred with 
his No inftfuctions, advices or hints ever gave 
him rcafon to fufpcct the contrary , and^ hud other 
plans been formed, it fiiould ha;c been communi- 
cated to him, fince the- nabob’s danger wa$ well 
known. Accordingly when the old nabob expired, 
and theofficers-of the g(?\cmmcnt were about to 
proclaim the young nabob, and defired Mr Mid- 
dleton to attend the ceremony, that gentleman 
thought he could not properly give his refulal, 
which might be attended with“very bad confequen- 
ces Mr Middleton defired me, and other gentle- 
men, to accompany him, and in compliance with 
his rcquslt, wc went along with him to the Kclla 
I muft obferve here, that bemg bur a private Vifi- 
tor with Mr Middleton, and ohiy giving my opt 
mon when asked, no part Of the ment due lb 

Mr Middleton m this tranfaction would come to 

my (hare , and that gentleman had the pleidure 
of finding his conduct approved of by the board, 
which I think fhould have prevented any fufpicio*' 
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CT enquiry or^ Ous 0 (^canon. ^ Somd^ day? afte? tpd 
young Nabob’s appearajjce in public J was^offcrqi^ 
a piefonc, as a confiderajjon my^cxpencc? from 
Maldali,\^'hlcht at firft declined, f^om'^an appfp^ienj.^ 
lion my acceptan(;e might affprd malice a pretence^ 
againft qT,ei^ fiut it^was allcdged,^ my refufal would' 
make' the JS^abob'unea^, whoAvpuId thlnjc I ^ya? 
his enemy i and that k would Yeem, as Iwas af- 
frontedi^c thc^fmallnels^of the oCer.^Ancjl declare 
it wa^ libb tin after thlsremonftr^ncVthat I confenied 
to receive It^*' I defircd captain ^tables may be cal* 
led bppn lb atieft >vhathe knows, of this affair. ‘ . 

BaUky'dafs who had be^'a banker,^ or ihtoff 
to^Mcer Caflim, .and was caijned up by him 
in his re'trcac, after fqffering many hardfliip? 
boih'^from^Mecf Coflim and Sujah al Dowla^, at 
lafc abfeonded. left he~(houId be feized and plua* 
deredby the officers of the Nabob’s government ^ 
1 thought^ his cafe pVtlcularly hara» that in his 
mercantile^apacity ne ihould be deprived of the 
beneSYof out protection. . He had lent down one 
Sherttball in order to^ibUcit leave for him to returpi 
to Bengal, after his agent had fet forth Balakydafs's 
deplorSiIe ftate, I informed Mr. Speqeer then go* 
verpdr, ofwhat I* had heard j and he concurring 
■wlin me m opinron.^that it would beneficial to 
the counfry* jto glve^Balakydafs and every other 
merchant ii) the fame circurafcances, encourage- 
ment^toce-fcfdslnYjiefe’piovIhces, from a monyo 
of r<^l humany:y,’a^\veU^ from , a'^pbUtical vievy, 
thaf.genticmea granted him a perwapnah to return. 

ireht i^he pervyannahanda letter of my own with 
Shei^b^U, who waslhe only^ perffin acquainted with 
the placjC offBalakydalsV retreat. They returned 
both, and Balakydafs expreffed very great fatif- 
N n- faction 
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faction in the protection and iavour h,e haircccir- 
cd, and feme time after^he offered me a prefent, 
which I had no intention to accept ^ 

Balakydals had alio obtained a petwannah from 
lord Clive , this was a fufScicat fancnon for him to 
remain at Calcutta in fafetj He accoxdmgly li- 
ved in the place openly, and made an application 
to the board for payment of a lum oF money bor- 
rowed from him atDucca , and no olsjections were 
c\er darted to his lefiding at Calcutta, urtil the 
return of lord Ciive, who, ootwithfcanding the 
circumftance of his own perwannah and B^ahy* 
dafss application totheboard» fen^ his chuldar with 
orders to turn him out of our fettlement and protec- 
tion He had lent no lefe than 230,000 rupees to 
^the company In their diftrcfs in 1763, not being 
able to obcaiii jufttce in Bengal, hewas reduced to 
the necelTity of fending an agent to England to fo- 
licit pay meni from the dure£lors, who at laihga^e 
orders to their prefident and council to pay off hiS 
demand Hal^jdals in the uimoff diffrefs and 
apprehenfion, ft^ould he fall irto the hahds of Ma- 
homed Reza Khawnhis morial cremy, fpntto in- 
form me of hia fituaiioo, andbcDged 1 would fa\6 
} IS life and honour. 1 was ffiocKcd acthiS tranfac- 
tion, and ijmpaihifing with the dillreficsof aman 
to Ahom I had promifed affiftaoce^ I thougltit 
my duty to givchim Oieltcr in one of the pergun- 
nah*s under try charge He remained in his re- 
treat, till after 1 h^d dcJircd lord ChvCjtalay be- 
tore the board the lafornations he had rccened 
icucl ngmy corduS, uhin his lordfhip,^in dili- 
gent ftarcb for ch^arges agaui'h tne, having difco- 
vered BaiaVjdafs's tcirear, IVntfor him to town, 

received 
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feceifcd him into favour, ‘and demanded a rejatjoh 
from him of al! tliac hid palled ‘betweeiS Mm and' 
ine. , 

'iVnen Shemball mentioned the great pDligatioa, 
would lay under to*'me, If I could iSr, 
flit' him, and that he would not fail to acknowledge 
ir hy a cohfideraBld 'prefenc,'^ Lanfwered It is very! 
wcll,vl (halCbe'glad effcviually toaiBft Bilakydafs, 
aad^iheii'it wiii'be time enough to think'of a pie- 
fehtl'^ But'this nei/er implied a bargain for myfelf j 
and«mY^fubrecyjcnt refufalof an oftcr adtually tcn- 
dcfcd Balakydals himftlfj-'fiiouU put the 

matter beyond a doubt> ‘ *• r ■ •> J ^ 

• *1 ‘haW been ' mfotmed' 'lord CUve* makes a 
practicy^of fending 'for ‘people produced as 
evidence' agaihA ’/me,' and that his JordHiip, 
holds ^puyAte, converfauons with them touching 
their informations. As »i Is publlclily known thaC 
lord Clive bears a profclled refentmeiuagainft me, 
Ic U inconlUlenc with candoiir and juftice that his 
lordlhipj^with'ihe power he isVeftedVah, Ihould 
carry-on iiich 'feerct corrcfpondence. The foie 
bufmeCs of , thefe evidetices^efore lord Clive ’'is to 
'accufc, and the hopes of his lordHiip’S favour, or 
thc'frar’ of his’ refentraent' byafS their declara-^ 
tiohs. ' ’ i' ‘ J r . ’ ' ^ 

^Such avowed encouragement did lord Clive give 
to informers J that be efpoulcd publicly the caulebf 
one Benodram/'a ndtonous informer/ and an in(a-' 
mbusVillati|,*^ 'Lord Clive’ finding lum uleful ia 
his' Inquiries, uled all Vis power and influence over 
the Gentoo inhabuants;-*to procure his re-admItHoa 
Into^liis feet, of^yhich henad been deprived, and 
excluded' in'conrcqucnce froni the ^fociety of ihofe 
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of hIs own religion. His jordilnp^s raandate;^^ 
incompatible with their ieoets> as an odious autho* 
nty over the conftquenccs of a feet and nation u\- 
ritled to our reg^ard and protection. Analtempti 
of fb extraordinary a nature faufed, the Englilh name 

to be held in the utr\io(l abhorteucc and dctclbtica. 
By all the Gentoo tribes ja Indoftan ; and the eba^ 
racter of the perfon In whofc favour they unprcce« 
dented /ketch of authority had been ^xetcired mu/t 
add contempt to hatred. ThlsTJandaram in whofc 
favour, and fcr whofc benefit, lord Clive had ufurp^ 
ed fuch a power over mens confcicnce, had been 
wlupt at Calcutta for notorious frauds, by an ordec 
of the pccfidenc and council; a moft worthy object 
of his Ibrdlhlp’s pro'tcction* - 
*'Mr. Gray’s minfite touching the conduft of lord 
Clive, general. Carnac and’ Mr, ycrelft, tovrards 
Klmfclf and Mr* Leycefter. .. l 

** “ LprdCUvc’scOf^uAtowards fopie rqcmbcrsof 
this boafd'has been To extraordinary of laic, tbz^ 
every onc^muft be alarmed, at the profpeft of-ilj 
conicquenccs, that feem to threaten thofe who en? 
tertainany opinion dilTcicni from his, or who dare 
to avow futh fenjiroc/vts. The bad efiefts futha 
tenor of conduct ’mufl have upon a baard where 
opin'ons ought to be free, and unguaroed by.im- 
prefiions cf awe, or the alUircmcnt of favour and 
partia|hy is obvious. Freedom of fcnilmcnc once 
dcltiovcd, that body which ought to confult toge- 
ther, Lcccmcs nothing more than the mere appro- 
vers' and ahetfori of what cycr an arbitrary prefi- 
dent ma) I.C plcalld to diflate them.’ 

- i^^ hen from tfie noplc ptcliJcnt’a exprcfllons, it 

was fyi^cctej that a miliury power vvaa id be /ft 
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{ct upi In oppofiuoa to the 'civil admin|ftration 
toTcttlemenc, lord Chye and generaj’Cafnac’ney 
ver cooiradicled this opmionj on the contrary his‘ 
jordQiip declared this to be a military '^as well as a 
civil government,’ and the generarfupported this 
declaration, addingl thaVhc would hot (cruple to. 
ferve Mr! Lcjcclter fo, if he thought he defired iK' 
Mr. Leyceftcr and niylelf hear felt the principal 
violence of his" lordfljip*s implacable rcfentmenc, 
ty the fulpenfion of one and t}ie perfeculion of the 
other-, the declarations of the noble prcfident'and 
the general were corroborated by real lafts, fuch as 
the feizure 'by military guards* and 'detention of 
Mooteram, /a ferranc ol ‘Mr Johnftone*s, the 
feizure and detention of Remnant, a fervanCof 
tmne ; his lordthip’s public avowal of bis intaition 
to ufe military.rDtcfroVer Mr. Peacock? thefe^ vio- 
lent and arbitrary proceedings clearly prov^ that 
his lordfhip intended to affume a military authourity 
over the inhabitants, in virtue of which he might 
feize the feevant ot any perfon, that was become 
obnoxious to him ‘ » m * ' ' j ' '"a ' i 

~ Mr. Leycefter's abilitiw, integrity and attention 
to the Company’s Interefb were oniyerfally known*. 
He was wantonly facrificcd to*the noble 'gover- 
nor's ambitious delire of ‘ ruling without con- 
troula-^ The arbitrary furpenlion of this valuable 
member of the board was earned by a majority of 
thteei againlt two, of the three lord Clive and ge- 
neral parnac was parties concernedi and revenging 
their /awn caufe ; the third t member Mr. VcrcltE 
fhei^cci by fiis concurrence to this iniquitous fulpen- 
Shny^his fervile^ tenets of paflive obedience? 'the 
hafty'Mvantage they^took of this occafional major 
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rl^y, fijt'ts t'nsy NNtre-conrcIom, -fuch a -noler.^ 
proccJur- could* .not'havc becnidopfcd byafcW 
and' imparuil bo^rd. A? Mr. burJeir, anoihcf 
victim ticvbtcd to* i-crtl CHvc’s* dclhuciicn, julUy 
obufvcd.his lurclbipwasdcicrmincd tooWigc 5 :vcry 
one lo-quic the Icrvice, who'dared to ‘ii^er irbm 
him in ojnniun. , P am ndtf, lays ^Jr. Gray; 
on) V member rcmilmng at the board, v. ho Joined 
Mr. BunlcU, on” ihc'occafion of'his’^djfpuc with 
JorU Oivc, andluve had fujTicicnc proof that I mU\ 
crjxictthc fame fate with Mr. ‘ Lcyccflir,'' by ihd 
fan\e‘me.ins, but heiriily difgufted with boingArit* 
ijcfs to mcafurcs lotnconfiftcnt \vithjuftice, honouf , 
and gcaerofity,* as well as the Intcreds of our h'o» 
nourable employers, -arsd at the fame fimc unwilling 
to remain longer (he dupe* oF an ufurped and arbi- 
trary power, I now take leave ol thc'ooard, 
where I dtfirc they will conmlermy feaias\acafcd, 
for I can fulimit to attend no longer at n meeting, ' 
where 'I have (oc:£pcft nothing but the moll viru- 
lent and injurious attacks upon my own charaflcr, 
anl'ihatofmy friends; 1 wlfh huihing more than 
an'opiJortbnlty to manifcH to the worirl,' the prac- 
tices which hasc been made ufc'of tu injure me.' 'I 
>n*wft on this ocoalion, inform my honourable em- 
ployers, ih.it I am compelled to this fuddcn^abdl- 
lation of their firvice,>and*to the relinquifhmft't 
cf all the prol'|xflsldf benefiting my fortune, which 
I h<jj>e to hive rtaprcl from the coniindancc of their 
lisour,* by the {’rcfiJcni't cruel pcrfecution of my- 
IcIt.'aoJ thcHl ttcatmeni of my friends. ^ ' 

- In anfuer to a Icuerof Nfr i.cyccUcr, connin- 
irg a teptcfcnui'cn relpciting the fersice of a <»o- 
“ ' • . - rr.jlUh 



bafUh, in hiiempIoyatDcnegi^poor.ByilofdCiivei. 
tile fpllowing.'is, 'his lardl£ij>’s reply. ^ - i , { , 

' ’’ Cilciitta.'fte'iJtA' November, 

' i Sir. ■; , i-, i; I'-Wo 

: ‘‘-Your, agent. (Jopp^d^and 4ooU:,a\yay 
directed to' mtt,.‘apd,iHat. the ^ciiengQr ]n conlep. 
^'oeneje of .my.' feprefentauon {arid complaint^' Mari 
hommed Reha KHjiwh i:rio'ugKpprpp^r/to.fend.iitri 
dowri'^ip . Cajeutta"} ' as^op ?s.ih^^affair Jia^ bceov 
enquired intbi he ihall.bay^ my.permjffion 
ceed^agajn. up UiC; country, UmejOf'in^y* 

c^omplaining . to . Mahommed j .Reza Khawn,'-, I didj 
ripi^kaqw thatjthc ^an was' ayem^rit of ypurV i..hV> 
'cannot^' .hqweycr^['',bc. pnvileg<^d , by. ihati] or ^ 
dthe^ftaiion/ .to^^'cpirimjt^yiOlon.ce,and’9pprcffipDj^ 
tar byexempc.frompu.mdtmp^V,';’ . ' ‘-;i *^-..1. 

li”"- ■ • • 

. -^r;^Leyccfter, ..uppn-tKe oc?a/ipn,of his late fuf- 



‘.1:^— .T.j,*''?.*. ‘‘‘■fbe rnoripni^ 

P,'^py«2j?t'"pn' the’ a 8 th"qf pftpber, jhayingjir^-j 

fot^ed reply,-, at v_|^rg3 to!,thC| 

.rt^c day, ■} '..w^sr greatly aroasedU^ ' 
find by ajeitferdrpni.yqur feqretary^ that lor^' Cliye^n • 
VereVft,. haying- t^en,5taf 
Myantage pr h^?iV%’^rdepiai',majqr;iy,; h^d/duC-v 
pended tae the JeryicCj^wiiitouV adraittlrig ’mc’’t|ic., 

r- pH*’ 
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Privilege of a hearing » and on a Tubjeft where‘ 
lord Clivc and general Camac being parties con-’ 
cerned, and accufed by me, ought certainly not to 
have given a vote.* ‘ Although that hearing now 
can by no means anfvvcr the6nd»fIcould then have 
depended tohave received from itj'yet to defend^ 
dnd juftify myfelf to the world, I mu ft beg a placc^ 
in your records for whac I have here fet forth.” • 
^ Lord Clive in defence of an arbitrary and op^' 
freflive conduct in the Iclzurc and confinement of 
Mr. Gray’s fervant by military guards, took occi-^ 
lion oh the 14th of O^ber, to declare this to be 
military as well as civil government ; and in virtue 
of the former,’ feemed by the allufion, to claim thej 
right of ufing military guards Id the company’s fefc-, 
tleitientSj-our men not fubject to martial Uv, 
whenever he Ihall think the crimes laid to their 
charge (hall merit fuch treatmenu. General Car. 
nac joined in the opinion of its being a military as 
wellas^a civil government, and fupported the nc- 
ccfiilyof fuch a government. ^ 

' Declarations of fuch a tendency, from, a governor, 
who-holds fo high a military commilfion, and fup- 
ported by another military officer at our board,' 
would alone be fuificient to alarm the body pf the 
inhabitants ; and when the circumftance which 
drew forth the explanation of their fentiments comes, 
to be confidercd.they will have ftill greater caufe to 
be jealous of fuch alTeftions. To the ioftanc^ 
Lord Clive bad already given of his propenfity to 
alTerc h{s military power, he added a frclh cx/im- 
ple In the feizurO and detention of Remnant, a fet- 
yant of Mr, Gray’s, who mufe by our laws be 
confidered as an inhabitant of Calcuitta. 

When 
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, V/)i^n3 oovernor of thisfttdemtnf, atdnccfu* 

pfirledjagjtlis b^nchta which tlif inhabitants are m- 
titlcJ tD from the laws of Enghnd, holds a mao 
in military conhn.Trwu, wiihm the hmus, and 
undei the age of ourcwilcouris, every man I think 
muft be alarmed, lincc deducing argument:* frolT^ '• 
fafts, each individual hes equally expoted iq tho 
fame violence and hardihip. Ic may be my lot next 
to have my banyan and dependant feizcd "by mili- 
tary guards 5 and though the nnstoriunc fliouUl 
nocbvtal me, am I to coniider myCelf indebted to 
tile clemencyof lord Clive.'from privileges derived 
from our happy conlb^ution, and which v.e have 
all an equal title to en|Oy ? no, I would rather beg 
my bread under any other government than that 
myfclf and fcrvanls (hould be expofed to tho vio-f 
lence and caprice of any one man. The full bene- 
fits of Britili laws have, by proclamation of the 
Jving’s judges, at their quarterly feflions, ^ been 
extended to our b^ack inhabnanisof whitcvercaH: 
and pcofclTion:, and indeed as they fuffec the penalty* 
of our laws, it is rcafbnabic they Ihouid reap the 
advantages of their proicflion. 'Remnaut uncon- 
dcraned and unheard, has for many weeks been 
kept under military guards , and though a cii^i! 
inhabitant, and therefore not fubjece tb mimal 
laws, he has lu^red punillimc it, without mu op- 
portunity allowed him to nuke his dwfencs, or 
ivithout any proofs of crimes or imfdemeinors 
committed by him , and he is ftill held in a ftato 
of^jonfinoment , that I conhder as an Infuk uport 
our laws, and violation of liberty. 

, I enter not into the merits of the man , butmuft 
infiiV, that, if the. authority cxercifed over him m 
^ - ^ O o Calcutta 
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Calcutta be once adratticd, Tcarce any man can 
Uve fccure, ^hen accufalions proved or nor, can 
involve the perfon againft whom they are levelltd 
in immediate dulrcfs, or ruin , efpccially m this 
country, where the people are more frLquently hur- 
• tied away by motives of refentment, or hopes of 
gaming favour and intrell, lo invent malicious and 
falfe accufations, than perhaps la any other country 
in the world. If Remnaut huS commuted offences 
againft the country govcrnmcnc, 1 will venture to 
lay Mr. Gray never willicd to proteft him froija 
juffice. But nothing can vindicate the breach of 
our laws and privileges, whatever may have been 
Remnauds crimes, he was not noticed, or feizcd, 
till hu matter, (Mr. Gray) demanded that Lord 
Clive, if he had any charges agamll him, Ihould 
Uy them before the bond, 1 he feiaure of his 
fervant, by miliury guards, appeared thefirft con- 
fcquence of this call on Lordclive Let any gen- 
tleman, .for a momenc, put himfelf in Mr, Gray's 
lituaiion , fuppole a Icrvanr, m whofe integrity 
you connded, and to whom you iniruttcd the fe- 
crets of your affairs, taken away from you by a. 
band of foldiers, and not allowed the privilege of 
an interview, the man kept for many weeks under 
military guards, in a fcttlement protected by Briulb 
laws, from \\hich Mr Gray, a magiftrate and a 
member cf the government, is denied that relief, 
which the pooreft man m his own countrv cannot 
, be deprived of, let any gentlemen, I fay, put 
himfelf in this fituation, and it muft awake his feel- 
ings for Mr. Gray. i 

It IS not my lendcrnefs perfonally to Remnaut, 
that has intcrctted me in this debate. It is the 

injury 
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injury done to the privileges of the fubject j antJ 
that It appears to' me* Remiibuthas been opprefied 
defignedly, to mfuU'His'maUer(Mr Grayj and aa 
eafy inference Oiiv made» that if lord Cli^e has 
the right to make this ole of the company’s fol- 
diers in one cafe,* he' ma\, under pretext of dlfcq-^ , , 
vcrlng. criminal ' practices/ extcnd“ihe fame vip-^ 
lence over any other member of the 'community. 

If fuch declaration*;, corroborated by fuch facts, 
do" not give leafonable canfc to fuppofc that lord 
Utve \ras meaning to aflert a military authority, in- 
confiftent with our civil jurirdiction, 1 know not 
what can,^ we fell the effects of his defpotic military 
fyftem/ \ve''hearic avowed, and yet aic not to bc-^ 
Ueve*he has had any bad defign. 

Such were my fenumews, and three days only 
elapfed before, by a minute to the board, Icxpref. 
fed my apprehenfions, and gave thofe gentlemen 
the eariielt opportunity to 'explain thcmlelves.^^ 

Regardlefs of my remonftrance, or of the alarm 
that muft enfuc from his filence, lord Clive allow- 
ed ray addrefs, fo far as regarded him, to reft un- 
noticed for ten days j the two councils interve- 
ned j and, as if lupcfior to the acknowledg- 
ment of an error, and inattentive to what fenti- 
ments might'prevall, while my minute lay yet un- 
aniwered, he threatened the ufe of military guards 
to fend one Mr. peacock to Europe under plea of 
an aft of paThameni to reftrain unlicenfed perfoos 
from coming to India . adding Infultingly, thafhc 
fuppofed anotheruproar would be made about mi- 
litary guirds. Mr, l^cacock did not, 1 believe, 
enjoy the company's liccnfr, but had long been al- 
lows to trade in BengaU hid fetved the company 
w a military capacity, and had been called upon 

in- 
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bji-ries, all which ought to have faved him 
fuch threats, and as in i^e prtfent inOance, ther6 
was no rtafon to fuppofe a civil officer could AOf 
equailj^ ha\o executed the act , if ituas to be put 
fn force, iK mention of military guaids on fucliaij 
occdfioii wasonl} cniculatad tocreate adrcadofhis 
* auihont), or to infult ihofe whoourfl oppofc his 
potions of military powers 

It was their fault thep, that the fettlepient was 
alarmed , and, to fpeak »n the moll favourable 
terms, they were guilt} of the highell indiftrction 
in mtering wordo that, by repetition, could cauf? 
ai Al^rmto thefcttlcpcnt,and in not taking imme- 
diate m''».^urcs to icmovc fuch an apprehenfion 
'When the inhabitants faw that n military power 
was thus ex"r£ifed over a man not fubject to mar 
tiallau, that Mr Vcxelft, a civil magillratc, had 

f ieglected to inicrpofe with his auihoiity for the re- 
lef ot Remnaut , sndihat my appeal to the prefii 
dent and council, as a bench of juflicps, ctjuld 
not prevail to hive the guards removed, it was 
high lime fer the inhabitants to be alarpicd and 
lord Clive s Iflci ce for fo many days, on i point 
that might have been anfvv^red in a moment, very 
naturally mereafed the general terror and murmur* 
at fuch proceedings 

LordjClive, at length,* perceiving there were 
men determined toopppolcopprcflion and military- 
violence, however palifiied and defended, was 
feduted to the necertjty of difavowinq the ftnti-l 
mtnt% which the common acceptation of hi« words 
, did furely jmpl} But however lord Ciive may 
attempi to pallnte or whatever light hemay endea 
vour to thro V upqn declarations vyhich prudence 

•* Hioi. 4 

1/ 
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^jimilcHnve forbid, and which he raufi: haye kno«g 
^.vcrenot only unb-commg, but highly difguftedand 
^iarning to thcfutilement, yetfaci^s will fpeak for 
^emteUes We fte the cflects a military pow- 
er, incoillllcntwith our civil junidiciicn, and the 
avowal of an authority for fuch proceetiing-v from 
tilt nature of our own governepent, military as well 
as civil, as affeited by lord Cl VC, brought tl e cafe 
home to every maA’s apprehenfions for hinafelf, 
and dependants, (hould he happen to fall undtr 
lord Clive’s difplcafurc. 

HaeJ general Carnac waited a very few minutes 
V hen he entered, his minute on the i Sih, he would 
have found I had faid nothing to Mr Sumner, but 
what J had intended to fet forth to the board » ta 
give him or them as early an occafion as poffible 
to explain or correft n)y ideas of lyhat had palTed 
on the fubjcft of military autnonty I came pre- 
pared with the miputcl then entered, which I par- 
ticularly mention, that it may not feem I was 
drawn to make that minute from any call of ge- 
neral Carnacs 

The gentlemen of council, that were prefenr, 
fo f«r avow the truth of what 1 aflert, that ihey 
recolledtfuch declarations were made by lord Clive 
and general Carnac It only remains to be deter- 
mined, whether I did right in appealing to the 
board, or w heihcr I UkI mofc ftrefs on thofe de- 
clarations than they would admit Though I be- 
lieve It will b- allowed, that a degree oi warmth 
and jcaloufy is never more juftinable than m a cafe 
vhess our civiUibctty appears to be mf.iaged 1 
was ihu more forcibly druck with th/> idea, from 
the iiiuaiion of our go.crnment. The two imh- 

tary 
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tary members at the head, and Mr Verelft, over 
uhom lurJ Cljvc fecnis to hive the moft abfoluie 
inHucncc, formed the majanty of tne council , pr 
even did Mr Vcrclft dart to differ in fi-ntimenc 
uith lo d Chvc, ftjU his lordlhip and general tar 
nac form a majority in th* fclctt coinmittce , and 
as this committee has ill along conlidcred thtir 
authority lupenor to the council, the mijoniy of it 
joining in this opinion and dedtaraiion, indicated 
the government of Bengal to be »n a manner 
ml tary ’ 

Mr Verclft has endeavoured to palliate, and 
evphm away, as itutre, the flrengih of general 
Carnacs particular at’drefv to mc^ by tlie aticriion 
of Ins having prcvioudy Uul, hu Mould always lup- 
port the cu il authoniv, though in Ibme cafes a n>t» 
iitary force was requihte, to Icize itrocious crimi- 
nals, and that, upan fume debate betwtcn the' 
general and me he recollects tin. general roll me, 
j lf Mould npt fcruple to fcize me 

l^rd Clive, in like manner, on the 28th,. attempt ’ 
cd to palliate both what he himf,.lf had faid touch- 
ing^ military government, as well as general Car- 
Mc s fpeech to me, nhich his lordlhip has exprefT 
cd m moft extraordinary terms On his lordlhip s 
attcilauon, I mull make one obfers acton, that on 
the iSih when he w-is called on by general Car 
nac,torelat“tnt. conierfanon that had palTed, ho 
joined mfuuiment with Mr Verciff, but declare .1 
he could not Kcollect thepirticiilarwords previous 
to general Carnac’s dechntions , whereas mhs 
auert-iuons delivered m ten days afte^ he rerftats 
the convufation, that he fays/ pai ed m a very 

par- 
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particular manner I and adds exprcfiions in* die 
dole otic, whidi no other gentleman recollected. 

Each relation (Of the converiaiion that pafied, 
diifcTi fo much in the exprcdion, that. the decla- 
rations on oath, entered on the 28th, fcenisasif 
they were rather ihdr.fentiments of .what> might 
have palled, than their recollection of what'really 
did pals ; though all remember that general Car- 
nac made ufe of violent oxpreflions to me, and that 
there were dreumftances under which he would 
j ulc a military force to fclze roe- It was the high.- 
efl: infult to the board, to fuppofe one of its mem- ' 
bers, and a magillraie, in a fituation that could 
poffiblv warrant his ufe of military guards, I' will 
nut admit that any mihtaty oiliccr is a fit judge 
when his foUiers are rcquifite to feize civil fub- 
jects ; or that on any account whatever, general i 
Carnac has (he liberty tocome, with a party of fo!^* 
diets, to feize my perfoo, unlefs called upon by a * 
civil ofiiceE ofjuftlcc ; forrf thttfe nriUtary gentle- ' 
men, from the pretext of aflifting the civil authority, 
have the power in their own hands to fcize even a 
magiftraie >\iih military guards, J doubt our civil 
UbcriyvkiUbe found to lUnd on a very precarious 
balis; and from one of the atieftations given in 
upon oath, it muft feem, that general Carnac, as 
an oiF.ccr, confidefed himfclf the judge v/hena mi- 
lUasy force was neceflary fincc he dcclrred,' aj 
may be Teen from the aiteftation, that he wo^Jd 
not only icizc my fervant, but my perlco, if he ^ 
thought I detetved It. _ » 

h was lord Olive’s afierting thUto ba 3 nih'iraTy 
as ucU as a civil gosernn.cnr, and ihs gtneraUIh- 
* fifuiig on the iicccllity of fuch a g.vercmtnt* that 



’ I 2S4 j 

alarmei me, and gave me rcafon to lay more Itref? 
on what the general faid, particularly n) me ; and 
as I declare no other part of the general dilcourfe 
occurred to me, a. hen I wrote my minute, I anV 
totally freed from any reproach of inteniioml mlf- 
conftruction by that aiieltation. Nor will it amaze 
any one, that word? of fuch a tendency, fpoko 
repeatedly with great violence, iTiould have 
been particularly Imprcfled upon me. They in the 
fame manner Teem to have ftruck every perfon pre- 
fent : for each gentleman recollects, '1 hat'the ge- 
” fieral exprelfed himfclf in violent terms, touching 
thefeizureof'my perfon with military guards, al- 
though none of them rorrefpond m the previous 
converfatlon, Lord CUve and Mr. Verelft, inaetd, 
have taken great pains to palliate the indifcrctloft 
general’ Carnac. ' 

7 ^ It was far from, my defire to wreft genera! Cir- 
” nac’s meaning beyond what 1 conceived to be the 
drift ofhlscxprcflion. The total CAclufion of all civil 
power was w hat I nevever referred ; but that fuch de- 
clarations tended togivc amiUiary power an authority 
inconliflcnt with our charter of juftice, and*which 
no Eii'^hllmnn could patiently fubmic to ; m 
fome cafes, 1 admitted a military force might he 
' tcquifite : but it could then only- act under the ci- 
vil power, or uijtda civil ofiicer could take cogni- 
zance of the oiTcncc. Whereas the point, this oC- 
cafioned Mr Gray's minute, which led to the de- 
bate, was the propriety of military guards kept 
over a fervant of his for fomu weeks, within the 
. jurildiciion oFour civil courts, and an abfolutc rc- 
fuial to admit the man to bail. 


j* This cifcumftance gives a weight to what waS 
laid, qycn more than the very expreflions rrvight 
have mipiied on any other ohcarion. . Lord ClivO 
pnd .general Catnac deny. Mr. Gray’s _ qucftion, 
touching the governor’s power of confining the civil 
inhabitanrs by military guards ; Jed to this debate. 
J only rcfer^to the queftion itfeif, propoleH in con- 
fuUaiiohihit day. By Mr. Gray, t admit that the 
confinement of. Mr. Gray’s Jeryancbroilght on that 
queftiqn, and have in my minute of. the i8th par- 
ticulaily laid fiorh inftanccs which had really ha'p- 
pened/. .refcfring to' the military Teizu’re and con- 
finement 0 / Ucmnauc and others i .however, I ap- 
prehend ihofc gentiemen can advance noargdments 
^In'.defehcc of the miltrafy power, ufed .oyer Mr. 
Gray’s fefvant, . thac'wlll not , hold .equally good in 
the cafe of any other .civU fubjeils.* The lav/s ate 
infringed \ and the whoie ietilemcht was alike id^ 
terefied iq.thc board’s determination on' the quef- 
tion that day propofed to them., /Ifioniihcd and dl- 
.fturbed at the extravagant aflcrllons made by Jofd 
. Clive and general Ctrnac ill council. It is not fiif- 
prizing, that I fltould exprefs my uncafinefs to my* 
friends. , Determined td' make what Had palTed 
public by an appeal to the boards I was under ho 
obligation^ to keep tlie circumflance an InVioIabld 
fecret ; and had a right to'mcntlou,’ to my friend?, 
aifertions that, 'in ray opinion, had a tendency io 
injure our civil liberty. Ic was not_a.private_con- 
cem of the company’s, nor a refoluiioti of the board, 
entered onour.contuUailons, which required fecre- 
fy. Ic was an indifcreiiohof thbfe tw^o gentlemen j 
and had I ever receive’danyinftanccs of confidence 
from lord CUve, or been regarded by him In iKe 
1* p ' " light 



iigtt which my ftaiion mtickd me to, it Is pro^)>‘ 
He 1 fhould have exprefled my uneafinefs, and de- 
fired an explanation from him privately ; but irf 
my fituation, treated on all occafions with the 
'greateft flight and hauglmncfs, fuch a confidence on 
my fide could never be cxpeftcd ; and as every in- 
"dividual as alike tntcrefied in the caufe, I deem 
myfelf juftihed, and make no doubt the world will 
jullify me, in having mentioned it to the few I did, 
'So far was I induftripufly propagating reports to 
*larm the feltlcmentl that I only recolledl having 
'mentioned my apprehenfions and fentiments of w hat 
Tiad paired to one gentleman, onuhofe yudgment 
'and difcietion I could rtly, until 1 found the decla- 
rations, that were made, kn(^\\n in town ; when, , 
believe, I talked on the matter to four or five 
gentlemen of my acquaintance. It was not proba* 
"ble fuch declarations could long be kepifeciet : ia- 
'deed, I was told many^ had heard ihc^ fame : that 
‘lord Clive himfclf, on the very day after the coun- 
cil had broke up, mentioned, at his own table, 
Xufficient to mform the town of what had palTed ; 
and that, fpeakmg of general CaWac's warmth aC 
council; hefatd, He wilhcd a guglet of water had 
been poured down the general's throat, to cool his 
hear, and have prevented fuch imprudent alTer- 
* lions. 

It would indeed be a mottificat'ton to me, to be 
under the nccefiity of pointing out lord CIiVc’s con- 
duft, as an example to juftify my own proceedings 
in any one point ; but that I may not Hereafter be 
injured by a parallel, however unjuft it would be 
to me, I muft make the following remark. Lord 
. Chve has endeavoured to caft an odium on my par- 
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nal relation of what bad palTed between general 
Carnacand me, though I offered 10 declare upon 
oath, llui, at the time 1 wrote ip)^ minute, no 
circumllance ocegrred to my rccolleftion, but what 
1 hadirjentkmed. Whereas his lordthip, a few days 
btfore, took ad vantage of Ibmehafty exprefljons of 
Mr. Gray’Sj and though Mr. Gray at the time, al- 
fnoU in the very inltarvt, properly explained h\i 
meaning, lord Clive, fubfequent to this explana-j 
lion, fnatched his firft words, entered them upon 
record, arm againft conviepon, as it jnuft fccin, 
aimed. to throw redections on Mr. Gray, who in a 
becoming manner gxpodd his lord (hip’s ungenerous 
attempt, What I advanced was the rcfult of the 
imprefllons I- received from thecircumftanc^s of ih^ 
debate, and (he declarations that followed ^ In far^ 
ther condrmation of which 1 muff mention, that 
when lord Clive, on the day of this debate, hav^ 
ing wrote a note at the board, wenp out qf the 
council room to difpatch it, tt occurred to me, tha^ 
he was ordering a 'military guard to the councilr 
houfe, to attend his orders. Mt. Gray can atteff’, 
when the council broke op, I exprefed to hirn 
fuch my fuggeftions. ^ And to me, whp had beef| 
a wUnefs, in the tun? of lord Chve’s former govern^ ' 
menc, of hjs having forced the cuicherry prifon 
wlih a military guard, and releafed a man confined 
by^ the civil court j fuch a fuggeffioa was faf froip 
being forced or unnatural. > 

Although the tenor of their declarations was irv- 
jurious to our privileges, yet that our conffitutian 
could actually be fubvcried by lord CUve and ge- 
neral Carnac, was what I never conceived, and 
therefore, could never mtimtlte, I kno>v„ it. relied 

no^ 
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not upon their fuppoit j nor could I believe ihent 
fo romantic as to oppofc thenifclvcs to laws whicH- 
fuch numbers would moft furcly dclend. It was 
really a confequence I never give them : though 
it is not furpnzing, that any t/ortls fpoken by gen- 
tlemen in fucli high Rations,' and hoidiOg military 
commifllons, which had a tendcncy/to injure our 
civil libcity, Riould fb quickly fpread, and cauia 
alarm through the fcttlcment. 

It was not the mention of what had palTc^ in 
council, but the declaration being fupporicd by ar- 
bitrary afls, which railed the moft natural appre- 
henfion, that when a fervant of a magiftrate, and a 
tnember of the goverment, is felzcd by military 
guards uncondemned and unheard, kept in mdttary 
ConBnernenc, that every merchant and inhabitant 
ilands in danger of Rmllar Hi-treatmenr, fbouldhe 
chance to be obnoxious to lordChvei and no 
man under hU difpleafure will refb long unaceufed, 
5f he makes it his bufinefs* to feck information 
gainft them. ' 

If ene may credit reports, lord Clive frequently 
makes the debaics of council the fubjefi' of his ta- 
•blc convCrfation ; when" he treats the fentinients 
"and conduft ofthofe who'dificr from him with n- 
'dicule and contempt. I put a queRion to his lord- 
fhip to this effect; to which be anfwercd in the ne- 
gative f but when I offered to aitcft that I had 
heard him relate in a common company therefolu- 
tlonsof the feicct committee, which had not to ihzt 
day been fnade knqwn t6 the board, he then admit- 
ted ir v/as \ ery pofliblc he might have unguarded- 
ly "difcovere'd the prdceidings'ofihe committee- ^ 
jijuftdake the J/bertV to remark on this, that at the 
^ ' paiQi| 
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pCflo 4 which I alluded fo, he did not let drop'Un- 
guarded expreflions about the public bufinefs i but 
gave a regular relation of whac,had pafled in the fc- 
lect commicteej for the information ofthofe in the 
company, and 1 am alfo alTurcd, that lord Clive, 
on occalions lefs important than the prefenr, thus 
contulred with fuch, though no fervants of the 
company, as he thought, could give him ufcful in- 
formation touching adairs that uerci before, the 
board * > 

‘ * To be detefl^d in an erroi; was what lord Clive’s 
fplrij; could not brook without refeniment; and he 
^Vas deterjnincd to gratify that by wreaking his 
vengeance upon ms. by a fcntcnce of fufpenfior. 
dictated t'o general Carnacand Mr. Verelfl:, whom 
he knew would lupport the meafurc he ihould 
propofe. ' ' 1 • . . 

' The violent proceedings of the board on the 
aSthof October, ate, I believe, unparalleled. I 
feveral times moved to be heard, and to enter 3 
minute I had prepared on the occafion, but ia this 
I was unfuccefsful, as the prefident took care to 
poftpone my motion till the feveral minutes 0/ fcks- 
(elfand friends were recorded,, and their queSSacs 
to the board propofed and anfrveted ; and t- 
AHl vmhouc hearing me, defired ms a 
draw.' t * ^ 

It appeared that the prefident b isTtta wrote 
the reibrution for fofpending ms bwj c-e"bccjd 
now was at all events determiasi o .*13:775 
from the fervicc. I have b?en 
heard. I have been depriicdsf2n-.5j~5a ferda- 
.ring to infinuate that ihoBra — -^5^ 

"'ivcfc in argument, and ]cidCrTs.rT -*<-7 - 

>. vs/ - _ . . J ~ 
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jrtg a military power* inconfiftentwItK’our charter of 
Jufticc. When lord Clive propofed the qucftlon, 
jc appears on record, that it would have been car^ 
ried in the affirmative againft lord Clive, ' had not 
general Carnsc ftepped in to his afljftance ; and To 
in Ube manner when general Carnac propofed the 
fame queftions in his own behalf, lord CHye gave a 
vote in his favour; the votes were therefore equal 
bn ibis queftion ; . notwithftanding which, ori my 
only admitting that I had mentioned out of coua« 
c’U,' what had paffied m it; “they adjudged me to be 
the author and propagator oi reports, which, by 
the fanction of lord Clive and. general Carnac’? 
voires, are declared ialfc without any regard tp 
the equal, divifion of voices on jhe queftion feme 
tninutes-before. ■ 

As to the rcfolution introduced by lord Clive, 
is. the moft unprecedented;' thc-moft unjuft, and’ 

the moft injurious motion ever propofed to a public 
board of gentlemen i and as 1 hadrnot a ‘hearing, 
the acquicfjtencc it met with from general Garnac 
•and Mr, Verelft/muft be a proof to- the world, 
•that they came prc-dciermined to condemn what- 

• cver arguments I had to produce : or to fay i no 
•more, ’lord Clive, by an extraordinary perverfion 
■ofjuftice, fitting as- judge over his accufers, was 
happy in a majority which he knew would join 
‘him in a! rcfolution, which'ajl unprejudiced men 
.mufl: deleft or ridicule as ait'’ unparalleled jnftanca 

of injuftice, violence, and abfurdity* 

* That lord Clive has been guilty, of a high Iiifult 
upon our government, by ufmg military guards Or 
ver me, not fubject* to martial larv. That loni 
'CUyc, by aititlWig vt fojmoxi of this oppiciTwtt, 

' ■ ^ 
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this ■vvis a military as well as civil governmin^/ 
nd that general Carnac, by joining in this opiniorx 
ind fupportmg the ntceffiiy ' ol fiath a govtiR; 
nent, ^\t.re catifing alarms tn the f^ittlcment, were 
ifing aflhrtions that tended to deftroy the peace, 
larmony, and.fccurityoftbcinhabicants > andchac 
;ii fo doing they were gojky , of unfaithfulnefs to 
■he company’s Tervice; and by abufing the triift 
repofed in them, were unworthy of any rank in if. 
Had im j artial men* judged, this perhaps would havd 
been their determination ; buf when-ihe aCcufedy 
in' their o\vn caufe,- were to fit in judgment on 
their acedfer, it is no wonderc^they have palled that 
fcntcncc'upon me, they \Ccre probably confeious 
of having delervcd ihemfelveg. r’ i'\ 

Had an unprejudiced, difinterefied board pafied^ 
cenfure upon me, I Hiould have elleemed it a ge- 
neral misfortune; but when I confidered rnyfclf re- 
moved from my ttmion by a myoriiy of three or 
two^ and that two "of.ihefe three were fiiCing on 
judgment on their dxcufer ; I niufl? confefs that f 
do not in the lead iamcnc the extraordinary refolu- 
tibn ibofc gcnilcmew took againll me. I elteecn 
this public teftimdny 'of my dilapprobaiiqn of their 
Opinion and conduct, as a- declaraiiOn greatly to 
my honour. lam hippy in being thus ddtinguUli- 
cd as an opppfvr of arbitrary principles and defpo- 
lic rule. In prefent fituation, I am obliged ter 
fubmittoyour authority; but to your fupenors f fliall 
appeal for juHice for ihe.unworthy treatment I have 
aiet with •» nor I am in the Icaft appvehcnfivc that 
the malevolent fpint of party and perfeculion w htch 
^^e have been the unfortunate wUnefies of abroad* 
will vvlthdraw from me that favour and piotection 

which 



C 29^ 3 ■ ^ 

\0hlch our hdncurablc mailers never fall to 2fibf3 
their injuredfervantsj as your fentence obli- 
ges me, notwiihftandmg the prejudice it may be 
to my commcrcjal alTairs; to a fudden dq>arture 
jn fearch of that jullice and rgdrefs which I cannot 
find here. 1 mult lecjucft your pertxnffion and or- 
ders for a palTagc in the Grenville. The compa- 
ny’s interefts I have always had at heart, and 1 muff 
therefore take the liberty of offering my warmcfc 
wilhesfdr their prolperity. 

I am, bcc, 

' ' (Signed) Ralph Leycefter.” 

Calcutta, Dec. ad, 1765. - 

Lord Clive In anfwer to Mr.^Lcycefter's impu* 
iitions, animadverted on his unhtnefs to be em- 
ployed m a pofe of confequcnce in fuch a govern* , 
menc as that o( the company ; hb lordlhlp attribu- 
ted to his uncomrhon timidity; and to the weaknefs 
bf his nerves, hlsapprchcnfions. That gentleman's 
behaviour at Decca, continued his Jordjbip, when 
he abandoned the factory, would in all probabi- 
lity have lolt him the ferVice, if general Carnac 
had not prevailed upon Mr. Vanfirart to let him 
{often the paragraph written on that fobject in the 
general letter. The enemy who had inipircd Mr. 
Lcyccfter with fuch terrors, proved to be nO other 
than a rabble of Fckces, at whofb approach he fart 
away from the factory. 

Mr. Vcrelft fays, lord Clive will always reflect 
honour on the man who influences him, and. be a 
faithful guardian of the truft repofed in him by his 
employers. His' lordlhip concluded by fetters, 

that general Carnac is Warm in temper, and fotne^ 

times 
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tiires fo io exprsinon, but that the court of direc-» 
tors know his warmth has always been exerted in 
the caufc of virtue and the company, as it ever pro- 
ceeded from ih<- goodneis and opennels ot hiS 
heart 

Mr Verelft on the fame fubjeft of grievances^' 
maintained that die right the bench of juftices ac 
their quarterly feffions hadaiFiimed, to make a pro- 
clamation of our laws being c .tended to the black 
inhaoitonts, was a daring encroachment upon the 
fo^»al prerogative, an att onfufferable m icfelf, and 
in Its natural eonfequences cruel and opprelliveJ 
And Mr Sykes concludes his mmure m anfv\er to 
MelTr Leycellcr and Gray s addo^fies to the courC 
of dirciloTS, by thefi rcmaikable words I 
am no” furpri^ed, that MefTrs Leycefter and Gray, 
M iihouclhnding upon the ceremony of trutn, Hioiild 
cidcatour tothrou refle'^ious upon any man, who 
has the rcfolution and integrity to aflift lord Clive 
an the iabonous taf» of eradicating luxury, cor- 
ruption and rapacitv, which have too long flounfli- 
ed \/ithoot controul in this fettlement” We do 
not pretend to anticipafe the reader^ refledlions ort 
t le copaucc of chefs imnacukt? gentlemen. 

Lord Chve. and the leket committeu miheir let- 
ter to the court of directors dated Calcutta, Janua- 
O 31* ir<56, call Mefirs Leyceftcr and Gny's 
fpirited and lauul oppofition to their i) rannical 
mcafures, an indecent, violent and factious beha- 
Mour^ b-yond anything ever before tolerated m 
their givcroment, in the moCt licercious times. 
They accjfed Mr Levccftcrof having attempted 
to in; oive the ieulepicntin anarchy and ciyil dilkn- 
fiofis, by railing a ierment m, the minds of tha 

/ Q q pco- 
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jjcople, on an cxprcflion halljly dropt by general 
Cainac ar ihc beard, that might have ej^ciicd the 
inhabltanis'to open fcdliton. 'I he alarm, laid they, 
that we \\ ere about to introduce a military govern- 
ment, became fo general, we thought Jt incum- 
bent on us to trace the author of fuch dangerous 
calumny ; and upona convtcrion that Mr. Lcyccf- 
ter bad forged and publiflicd it, with a defign cf 
weakening the hands of adminillrauon, we judged 
iLnccclTary lofufptncl bim, as unworthy of his fta- 
tion in jourferviee. 

General Carnac tn his minute, dated r’ebruary 3, 
1 766, fpeakmg of his lordfliip’s principles arid ad- 
mimftraiions, lays, The conviction that the iyrtem 
adopted by lord CVive bas quite a contrary undta- 
cy to Mr, Vanfittari’sroeafurcs, entirely repugnant 
(o the company’s honour and intcrefts, and that 
his lordfliip is zealoufly labouring for the public 
good, is the motive of my fo heartily coinciding 
with htm. While his Jord/hip perfeveres in fo lau- 
dable a purfuit, which from Ins'criabUnied charac- 
ter, the general tenor of hiS conduct and his indc- 
pendency, \sc may juftly infer he will do, rr will 
be my greateft pride to exert my utmofc endea- 
vours to keep pace with him : thus the noble pre- 
fident and the fcltct committee complimented each 
other on the new adminiftration they had mo- 
delled. / 

The following is Mr. Gray’s minote in anfwcr to 
lord Cliye. 

r ord Ciive in his minute of the 28th October, 
afl'umes his ufual fiate of aSected fuperiority, and 

con- 
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cyantciiipt for thcfe of dlfTcrcnt (cnilmenfs ffom hnrv? 
fclf. Although I do not feel myfeJf hurt by his 
coRtumclious manner j ^et as the appearance of 
fubmifllon may encourage him to a co.iiinuancc of. 
jp, I will here wuiiouc Icruple. treat his lordlhlp 
with that freedom of fcntlmeiu and cxprcflion, of 
which he has fc^ me the example. 

’’ He very g^neroufly condelc^nds to indulge me 
with an anfwer to my queries ; but is milUken in 
ike intent of them. He took the mean advantage 
of ftrengtheniog himfclf by fuinmoning every in- 
former he could inlift under his banner, withoutal- 
lowing me an opportunity of calling a fingle 
wicnels for my defence * or, if he ftood forth a 
profefled accuCer, how came he to (it in judgment 
on my conefuA ? the truth i«, that he was confei- 
ous that his pretended accuiations were fo triHin^ 
in ihemfelves, and fo ill fupported, ihiCwhcn he 
was called upon to produce ihcm, he found himfelf 
reduced to the necedity of ufing the mofl: unjuftl-] 
fiable means in fearch of more capable informers, 
new matters of afperfion. 

If hislordlhip never autbon?ed any peffon whom- 
foevsr to demand by threats on guards, letters oc 
other papers rclativ’e to my fortune or connedtions,’ 
great libertU? have been taken with his lordfliip*s' 
name. Mahomed RezaKhawnhas demanded fahe 
accufations from people in the city, as 1 can prove 
by letters when I think it neccilary. My letter has 
been demanded from Bolakydafs ; my accounts, as 
' I have been informed have been demanded from 
^Xemnaur, e^'en while under confinement, and co- 
pies of papers have been demanded from Servop- 
. ^hund, which were thought to relate to me. It 
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to Amk, fuch a uvirob^r cf c«- 
cumfiances of this fort could i<5ppen at the latr.s 
time, without hts lordJTiip's knowledge j andjtcsn 
fcarcely be believed, that hts lordibip’s fervanis or 
adtrlniftration at the cUy durft take inch fleps with- 
out orders. What ftref» may therefore be hid on 
hi> lordjhip’s honour on thcpreIeniocca«on, tnery 
man muft judge ter hiinfclf. 

There is no evidence BuiTuntRoy or Mooterain 
could give in the points relative to the conduct of 
Mr. Johnftone their maftcr, which could juftily the 
oppreHive and unlawful meafure of feizmg Lheni 
widi a military gu^rd, in oracr to extort matter of 
accufatioa from them. Such an offence againll the 
rights and priMlcae^ of Briillh fubjccts, living un- 
der the civil jcrHdijfiion, infinitely exceeds the 
worft they could lay to Mr: Jobr.don’s charge. 
Backs and tortures have been long exploded irc.ti 
our confiitution : they are the execrable expedients 
of tyranny to effect la purpefes ; ba I fee no dif- 
ference bclwixi fuch actual tortures and the lufa- 
itious fyfeem of feiilng the man trorrv \%hcm infor- 
mation is required bv a military guard. That 
houfe which ought to be his Iheher is rendered his 
dungeon. The infoknt guards nbufc him. lie *s 
notfudered to fat.sfy c\ea the common cmfons 
of nature, withojc paymg dearly for it. He u 
terrified with the feverefe threats j yet at tl]e fsme 
time given to underfund, that if he would make 
difeoveries agreeable to lotd CUve, he may pur- 
chafe his eafe. 

He IS folcmnly paraded through the town under 
n guard, carried before the frowning prefidenr, 
where under sU the horrors of Inch a 

fcvci^ 



feveie queftlons are aiVcd him, fuch as, togelheP 
with the hints before given hmij pomt out ihedefif^ 
rtd anfwcts. Human nature cannot beat fuch 4 
burden without having recourfe to any expedient 
for relief. Without regard to truth, the trembling 
pnfoner will lay whatever promifes to relieve his 
prefent cUftrefs, and under fuch clrcumftances, (the 
very fyllem of an inqujfitlon) many have been 
Icno\vn to condemn themfelves of faAs which even 
fhe judges perfectly jenew they were innocent of. 
ft IS a dangerous example, that may afford prece- 
dent for the mo^ riagitious opprellions, and the 
evidence fo procured muft: always be doubtful m 
fait, and invalid in law. A nev/ pretext of inju- 
ring the fubjeit may always be alledged by an op- 
preffiye governor, of hislordlhip’s ingenuity. He 
has aflumed to himfelf a power beyond what the 
la^^s allow to any lingle man in the Britilh domi- 
nions, over the bvca and properties of individuals % 
but I am at a lofs to judge from whence it is that 
lord Clive feems m this, to place fo much value up- 
on the late Juggar Seat’s merits with the Enghfh 5 
the principal of which that lean fecolleit, was his 
application for the jaghire, which lord Clive recei- 
ved from the prefent nabob’s father. Gratitude, I 
prefume, to the memory of the father, engages his 
lordHiip to fliciy fuch extraordinary landnefs to the 
fon. 

It is not by declaring one's fclf-appiobation to 
the world, only affcfting a contempt of the accufer, 
that jufpjcjoij wdJ b<? removed. "The one may he 
deemed an ebullition of' felf praife, anllng from a 
heart fwoin with pride and conceit , the other an 
gfrogant exultation in fupcriorliy of lanlt, which 

^ivcs 
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gi^es a n?2n wlio pofTclTtJS njore po'.ver tljan 
nsls,*3 liberty of venting his malice or fpleen iq 
indeCwOt terms- Alfo the nature of the hLluious 
treaty with Omichund ; it would be entertaining 
to the world, it his lordlhtp would explainwh.it 
could be the inducement that led admiral Watlon 
to authorize another gentleman to lign his mms 
and affi:? his leal, when he did not chuie to do it 
himlelf ? ‘ 

Suppofing the fum ftiputatcd in the fiftidous 
treaty was not Ilruck off purpolely to be divided 
araongll lord Clvse and fundry other gentlemen v 
will his lordlhip declare upon Ins honour, that the 
money mentioned in a paper known by the name 
of the lall cangus, (the red piper, a title which the 
natives give to Omlchund’s utaiy, written on red 
pap/cr) was not divided, or w'hether a funi of mo- 
ney, between thirty and forty laths," found in the 
nabob’s treafury at Murfliadabul, 'was not dbided 
betwixt himfelf and f^veral other gentlemen, cs- 
clufivc of what was ftipulatcd for the fclcct commit- 
sec and the army ? I fbaU rnly rcmirk» tint lord 
Clive’s flnre of committee money, and donation tn 
the army, did not exceed yo.oooK llcrling v it 
•would tiiercfore be a fatisfacdon ro the worM, in 
vindicuionof hislordflwp’s charaftcr, if he wouU 
rcLitc the times ami circumftanccs by which he ob- 
tamed the remainder of his arr.iaing fortune, ac- 
gu'rcd in (o Ihnri a pcricxl. 

Wh.nthc «.% rhlconfidcrs the means by which 
lo'd Clive ride 1 a princely fortune, it mull nut- 
ter of im'rAm-tvi t j fee him preaching mndcriuon 
jijtlm fvulun.enr, inJ itracKngall iliofo bencdtc.l 
by iby fame msarvs of which 1 e fet an cximpk. 

\Vhc15 
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\Vhere Is the fclf-cUnbl if he svlflics to add rno?^^ 
-to an cihtc, iweWcd aUeady beyond the bounds of 
his molt ianginc oxpeftation ? Money is not ihc 
object he uouldfeeinto lull for longer; he pollLiies 
already mote than he can enjoy ; but his prefenc 
purluics are unlimiied powers, and titles to feed the 
vanity of an infatiablc ambition : to this idol, does 
he not fcfem to I'acrifice any one who will not ini- 
plioiily bow the knee ? And vsell verfed in every 
art bf attack, does he Ipare any metliod to opprcls 
th'dfe whom he cannot overawe? He has imbibed 
his notions from his military way of life, and as 
if ftill among his inferior officers, where none dare 
to contradict, he ItTues forth his commands to the 
board with the fame imperious authority, and ex- 
pects implicit obedience. As to his lordfliip's long 
declaration to prove the expediency of the military 
power, he would fain be mveitedwiih ; indeed my 
fentirtients difler widely from his. Lord Clive, by 
pluming himfclf on his age and experience in tho 
fervice, would I'eem to throw a farcaftic rcHection 
on our youih, and treats whar we have .advanced 
in fupport of our opinion, as pompous, romantic, 
and declamatory. The ill Linguage lord Clive has 
introduced to the board in his arguments with me, 
furprifes me no longer, as he has dealt freely uitli 
the fettlemeni cnUcctivtly, ‘and to give credir to 
lord Clive’s declarations, any man mull fuppofo 
Calcutta a fink of. liceniioulhcfs and corruption. 
Tins letting up himfelf as a pattern and llandard 
of integrity and morality, but fuch .alTerticns 
ought to be proved by facts, and I call upon hisi 
lorlffiip to point out a fingle act of generofity or 
gooJneCs of heart he has performed fince his rutura. 
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to thU fchlemcnt, and then I will freely aferibe to 
him his due meric- 

(Signed) George Gray. • 
February 8th, 1766. 

Mr. Gray, In a letter to the noble prefidentand 
his council, that general Carnac uas raifcd by lord 
Clive's power, whofe favour ftill fupported him. 
He taxed the general with having received confi- 
derable prefents from the nabob Meer Jaffier, and 
other peoples confequcnily that he had no right 
to condemn thofe who had accepted the fame 
bounty ; and that he had been benefited in a, 
more ample manner by far than mod: of the 
company’s fervants. Mr. Gray obterved that 
general Carnac's fortune had been foddeniy 
got, and that neither he nor lonl Ciivc would de- 
clare how much they had profited by trade, whate- 
ver they are pofTelled of, continues he, has come 
unto them as prcfenis, plunder, or fuch inglorioua 
means, as lord Clive hasdeclaied, in a military ca-v_ 
pacity. 

, Copy of a letter from lord Clive. " 

To the court of Eaft-Tndia directors, dated Cal- 
cutta, the 20th of March, lyCtJ, 

Gentlemen, , 

“ Par. I. 1 have the honour to fend you in- 
clofcd abfiracts of all your civil and military ex- 
peaces upon this cllablilhmenc from the firft 
of Janua^ ^7^5y to the fiift of January lytO, 
and likewile the particulars of your military expen- 

CC3 
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es for one month the civil disburfem-’ots for onn 
)r tw 0 months at foms oi^ the distant fadtones were 
vanung, but 1 have computed them upon an ave- 
3ge, andthe differencetannotbematcna! Thefe 
iccounts wdl bear teftimony to the great mattenti- 
jn, negligence, and extravagancy, which have 
Dfcvailea on both departments , and convince you, 
hat I have not exaggerated the abandoned ftacc of 
his fettlement. Your orders for fending to you 
annually the ftatc of your military expcnces have 
1 find, been after repeated m vain, and when ac- 
counts amounting to foch large fums, are kept fo 
long behind hand, the deKition of frauds is im- 
potiiblc 

II It gives me pain, though it may be my duty, 
fo often to repeat the obfervation, that your fervics 
in general, for want of capacity or attention in 
fome, and want of principle in others, has, foe 
thefe two or three years paft, been nothing but a 
feene of fraud and confufion 1 feel however, si, 
confcious fatisfaflion within myfclf, tnat I Ihall fee 
your affj rs upon fuch a footing before I leave this 
country, that it will only depend upon yourfclves* 
whether the company Ihall or fhall not fexcufc my 
Vanity Upon the occafion; enpy the fruit of my 
labours ^ 

Iir Permit me to fuggeft, that it is become abr 
folutely nccefTvry you (hould fend from England 
five or fix gentlemen of unquoftioaable abilities 
and good conlUtunons, qualified for the fecreiary^s 
and accountant’s offices Without fuch afTiftnnctr, iC 
IS evident tnat your civil branches cannot lono- con- 
imue in order, nor will your accounts, by which 
R r you 


you only can dlfcovet frauds, abufcs and negtcdsj 
be regularly tranliniued. 

■ IV. Agreeably lo the fixth paragraph of my let- 
ter of the firft of February, a committee is now for- 
med for examining into the date of every depart- 
ment, and for eftablilhing what is much wanted, 
method as well as integrity and oeconomy in each i 
and I flatter myfclf you will foon be convinced of 
the utility of the inquiries now on foot 5 as no o- 
ther means can fo cfTcflually obtain for you a true 
ftatement of your affairs here, or fo clearly afeet- 
tain the points which require reformation. 

*■ V. In my former letters, I with great truth as 
well- as freedom, obferved to you, that mod of 
•your fervants in Bengal were fo young, fo extrava- 
gant, and had imbibed notions fo contrary to their 
honour and your inteteft, that it was incumbent 
upon you to feek for afijflance elfewhere. Youc 
• principal fervants diould always be men of fenfe 
years and experience t for if \\e reflect but for a 
moment on the cxienfivencfs of your concerns, 

■ revenues amounting to millions fterling, a trade 
•which may be carried on to the amount of fcveniy 
•lacks of rupees, and dominions to govern, which 
exceed Great Britain in extent and number of fub- 
jeits ; ic is impoflible to conceive how fuch a gt>- 
'yernmenc can lyng cxid under the management of 
boys, whofe principles are corrupted by example* 
acid the glare of wealth, the moment they land.' I 
have recommended to you the fending out five or 
fix gentlemen qualified for the fccrctary’s and ac- 
comptant’s office ; if you fhould think proper to 
adopt fuch a plan, you will undoubtedly confidcr, 
uhtiher' you will allow ihelc gentlemen a certain 
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^anTtandforifeinyourfervice,orfix them toa certai^ 
rank and certain pofts, granting them the full pri- 
vilege of trade, their einoluments will in cither cafe 
ipwatd l^ivtcei in. hve oc fix years ; and Inr 
deed they will heartily dcfcrve an independency if 
fhey carry on the accountsand bufinels of this fet- 
tle menc with method and integrity. ^ - 

VI. That you may be fully convinced of the u- 

fility and neceffity of regulating every department, 
1 muft requeft you will fulp^nd your judgment 
(among many other reafons for the neceffity qf the 
late meafurej until we are enabled to lay before 
you an abflradl: of the expencesof iheprtlentyear, 
that you may examine into thc'particulars, and 
pompare them with ihofe now before you, for thg 
year paft. > 

VII. You will be pleafed to remark, that I have 

made a minute in conCulta^ion, d^hemg to haveab- 
ftradls of all your expenecs, piviJ and military^ 
tranfmitted to me by the 15th of every month, 
that I may from thence form a general aoftract of 
the whole, to be entered monthly on the face of 
the confultations, in purfuance of my idea in the 
feventh paragraph m my laft letter but av ihefe 
entries would be very volummouj, and add greatly 
?o the buhnefs of the fccrerary’s office, already 
too extenfive, I propofe only to cuter the fum total 
pf every department on the face of the confulta- 
lions, and enter the abftrafls m a feparate book, 
which (hall be hid before the board monthly, and 
tranfmiued to you when the year’s accounts arc 
completed , this hook wiU Uiew you the monthly 
and yearly account of every head. ^ 

VIII. The Englifh Eaft India company are here 
jb fituated, that they cannot be kfj than they are 

nov/ 
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4W without ceafing to be at all ; and was equallj^ 
’Certain that their prefent gieatntfs wlU add to the 
power and influence of their fervants, already too 
txtenflve ; to check and confine the unbounded 
defigns of thefe whofc ambition is conftanily 
thwarting the interefts of their eipployersj'has been 
my daily labour , and although 1 have as yet dona 
but little toyiards that general reformation, whhout 
which I am convinced the company cannot long 
have a being in Bengal, yet I have done fufEcienr, 
greatly to injure my conftitution, and to obiam 
the odium of all your fervanis, excepting the very 
few .wEofe ideas with the public good correfpond 
with mine. Petaulfites and privileges to the ut* 
moft extent, and maoifcftly to the great detriment 
of your fcrvicc, have been fo long tolerated, that 
every attempt towards reducing your immenfe ex- 
penccs, where private inierefl is concerned, is con- 
fideted as the greateft hardfhip*, and prefcripuoti 
is every where againft reafon and juftice. In 
Jhort, fupported though lam with a council and a 
committee, (henuou> m their refoluilon to reform 
abufe<, I fliall only be able to leave things upon a 
plan of amendment, and it muft finally rdl with 
yourfelves to giv e permanency and ftabihry to Ben- 
gal, by the moft vigorous clForts* of >our power, 
*1 he ililight and knowledge 1 am endeavouring lo 
acquire In every deparirocnt, will, 1 hope, enable 
me to lay beforo you materials fuflicieni to write 
upon, and completely to cfleft the great purpofes 
of our wifli. 

IX. As this may probably be the laft lime of 
f^/roubhng you by letter with my ideas of )onf 
^airs, not only the company’s inicicft butmy 

hocouy 
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honour calls upon me to reprefent to you, that 
you do not unite to a man, in the exertion of vour 
iJtmoft abilities, and in the purfuit of the moft re- 
iblute and determined meafurcs, you will no longer 
be maftcrs, or have the leaft authority over your 
fervants. Bengal muft inevitably, in the fpace of 
two or three years, finlc under it’s own weight of 
corruption and extravagance. * » 

I have the honour to be • 

With the greateft j:erpe(£t, 

Calcutta, Gentlemen, 

■$0 March, 176/'. Your moft obedient, and » 
^loft humble fervanc. 

^Signed^ Clive* 

Ac a feleift committee held at Calcutta the 22d 
of October 1766, relative to the trade, coinage and 
other matters, Prefent, the right honourable lord 
CUve, prcfident, brigadier general Carnac and 
Harry Vetclft, Efqrs. 

Mr. Robert Hunter furgeon of the third brigade, 
having by his own mifcondu&, incurred diftniffion 
from the fecvice ; 

Ordered, That the (ccrctary fhall write to Mr.' 
Lawrell, fecretary to the committee of trade, direc- 
ting, that Mr. Hunter’s name be ftruck out from 
the lift of proprietors on the inland trade, and fuch 
advances as he hath made on his fliare of the capi- 
tal ftock, for the prefent year immediately returned 

him at his attormes. 

A lift of exports and Imparts, being now ptepa- 
ted and delivered in by the cuftom-mafter agreea- 
ble to our orders to that effeft of the i 5 th of Sep- 
tember. 

V ' 


Relblved^ 
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Refolve<J, tliat in future the trade of all Euro^' 
Jjeans whatever be confined to the article^ fpeci- 
fied in the lift of goods impofted by Ihipping, or 
from the aurungs oti which the honourable comi 
pany received duties, and confidered as returns to, 
or exports from the prefidency and faftoncs, and 
that no trade fhall henceforward be carried on, from 
one aurung to another, or from one part of the in* 
tenor country to another, in any of the articles 
contained in this lift, or in any other articles what- 
foevcr, on pain of confifcaiion of the goods, to be 
appropriated at the plcafuie of this committee, and 
forfeiture of the company’^ fervice, or of free mer- 
chants indentures licence of the governor and 
council; according as the u®fpafs fliallbe commit- 
ted by perlona in or out of the corppany’s fei vice. 

The committee had made themfelye^ the upcon- 
irouled arbiters of the property which every man 
had a right to, who laboured under that difpieafuti 
howevcrunjudly. 

. The powers which' the company derived from 
the charters origuially granted them by the royal 
prerogative, are here extended by this omnipotent 
committee, over all the fubjefts of France, Por- 
tugal, Denmark and Holland m Bengal. 
j The feizure and confilcation of men’s property^ 
without the legal decifion of any judges or juxlcsi 
was an object of no confidcration m the eyes of this 
all-powerful and cnliglitened committee, who pre- 
tended not to be accountable in India for any opt 
preflions there committed. 

The mmt mailer having reprefented to the noble 
prefident and the fclect committee, that feme errof 
had crept into the tranHaiioa of the regyiatjons 
' - • for 
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foi- a bew gold coinage, which may mifloati ttitf 
tiiintcrs and produce a debalement of the curren* 
cy •, this grols miftake was incxcufable. There 
was noi a roan in the committee or the council ca** 
pable of judging whether the tranflation into the 
Bengal language was rightly made. From this one 
fact in an article fo material to a great cdmrncrctal 
nation, as the gold coinage, let tne raeder judge 
^f all the other laws made at Calcutta for the Inte- 
rior goveraraentof the Bengal provinces. 

At a feledt committee, prefent the right hon* 
lord Clive prefident, brigadier general Carnac.and 
Henry Verelft, Efq. 

' Fort William, Oft. 31 ft, iy66J- 
Having in our proceedings of the ipih of Fe- 
bniaty laft, refolved that no Gomaftahs employed 
by the company’s fervants* or by other Europeans 
trading under the licences from the company* 
fhould in future interfere dittftly or irdireftly 
with anythingielativcto the government iandalfo, 
thatfuch Gomafbhs Should, in a)) dlfputcs with the 
country people, apply for rcdrels and judice to the 
chief of the neareft fubordlnatc to the miniftcrs to 
the refident at the Durbar, or to the council, or fe- 
Icft committee. 

Anditbeingnow the Intention of this committee 
to fulfil, m the mnft cffeftual manner, the honour- 
able company’s inftruftions rcfpefting the inland 
trade, and to remove all caufe of diflurbancc and 
oppreflion committed in the interior country, un- 
der fanaiion of the EngUfli name, Refolved, That 
in future all Gomaftahs, whether employed on ac- 
count 
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pount of the company, or of individuals, 
ftnftiy refrain from mteifenng m any matters that 
may tend to interrupt the collciftions, or diiturb 
the bufinefs of government 

*1 hat they fhall fcrupuloufly avoid taking cogni- 
2 anceof anydifputes or differences ih6y may hive 
ivith the country people, oralTuming to ihemfelve? 
any decree of judicial authority. Thatinallfucl^ 
points ofdiffercDce and difputc, whether with refpect 
to trade or otherwife, they (hall appeal firft to the 
ncareft officer of the government, and la cafe of 
delay, or refufal of redrefs from him, they fiiall iheil 
lay theif complaint before Mahommed Rezo. 
Khawn, or the refident at the Durbar, or ih? 
council, or feledt committee 

That whoever fhall be found deviating from the 
evident meaning and intent of this refoluiion, (a 
copy of which will be lent to the refident at the 
Durbar, and to Mahommed Reza iCha vn ) lhall 
immediately forfeit ihctr employments and the com- 
pany's protection, and Iikcwifc be fubjeft to fuch 
further puniffimcnt as the council or commutes 
may think proper to mflidt 

lhat to present any interruption to trade, Ma- 
hommed Reza Khawn be dclired to ifiue orders to 
all officers of the government, to yield every poffi* 
ble encouragement to llccnfed trade, and to the 
bufinefs of thofe Gomaffahs who lhall duly confine 
thcmfclves to the above rcftriiftions 

Alfo lhat Mahommed Reza Khawn be defired 
to dircdt the officers of the government, to call 
upon all Gomaftahs to regifter ihcir pcrvaiiahs or 
licence^ of trade, and duffucks m the diftndt « here 
they refide , and likcwife to order the public offi- 
cers of each aurung or dUUidt, to fend him a icgw- 
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lar-montM/ return of all pcrvanahs fo regiftete^,'^ 
Notice having already been given, purfuant to our< 
refblution of the 19 th of February laft, that all Go- 
malVahs Hiould apply to thepfefident forpervanahs, 
and the allowance of tune for that purpofe bein^ 
now deemed fuUy fufficiem. Agreed, “ That Ma- 
hommed Reza Khawn be defired to llTue ordeis to 
the officers of the* government, to call upon the 
Gomaftahs in different parts of the provinces ina- 
mediately, to regiiler the pervanahs, and to fend 
all perfons who cannot produce a proper authority 
for their trade and reffdence, without delay to Cal-* 
cutta. t 

And further, to prevent all frauds arifing from' 
counterfeit and forgod duftucks. 

Agreed, the cuffom-maftef be directed to make 
a monthly return to the reftdent at the durbar o£ 
all duftucks and pervanahs entered in his office, ihs 
fame to be communicated to, the mlmfters ; where- 
by they may be able to detect all Impodtlon and 
fraud, by comparing the monthly retumsTrom the 
cuftom-houfe with thofe made from the aurungs,&c; 
Mahomed Ueza khawn delivers into the commit- 
tee, a lift of the chockeys, forcollecting the duties 
on trade, and alfo of the military guards which h& 
thinlcs ncceifary ac each. The fame being ap-% 
proofed. 

Ordered, It to be entered after the proceedings, 
and agreed, that Mahomed Raza Khawn be defired 
la place the guards, with all convenient expedition, 
and to get the ncccflaty draughts made for thac ' 
purpofe from the pergunnah bnaUions 

. (Signed Clive* , 

John Carnac^ 

$ f H. Verellb 
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Harry Vcrelft. Efq; prcfident during Iof 3 
Clive’s indirpolidon, laid before the board, at a 
confuUaiion held the iiih of December, 1766,3 
letter from the nabob Sejf al Dowlah, at this tiroi 
^n infant. To lord Clive, purporting, that the jear 
before his late brother paid the fuiii of li:c lacks of 
rupees into the companj’s cafli upon bonds : that 
three lacks have been fince paid’to him at Murfha- 
dabad, and the balance of three laclcs which re- 
main, he defired may be added to the fund cfla- 
blifhedby lord Clive, for the maintenance andfup- 
port of the Invalid military, in the companj'^s fer- 
vice, and the families of fuch as may lolc their 
lives in it. 

Oidcrcd, That an' interefl: note be granted for 
the fald money, in the name of lord Clive, in or- 
der that his lordfhip may appropriate the fame to 
the purpofe deitred, and the prefidhnt is requeued 
to return our thanks to the nabob, for fo Kandfomc- 
ly contributing to this charitable inHitution. 

Read a letter from Mr. George Vanfiitart, dared 
the, xoth inllant, accompanied vitii one addrelTcd 
to this beard, which ^^’as fent under cover to him, 
by Mr. Henry-Vanfiitart, being an anfwer loa let- 
ter given in by general Carnac, foon afterMr* 
Vanfittart's departure from this fettlcmcnt in De- 
cember 1764. 

Ordered, That Mr. Vanfittart’s letter be entered 

after the proceedings of this day and that a copy 
thereof, attefted by thcfecreiary, be delivered to 
general Carnac : but the board do not think ihem- 
feUes authoriacd to grant a copy of the papers re-' 
cjueftedby Mr. Vanfiitatt, Vrthoutihe expitfs 
regions of our honourable iiiafters. 

, ' ' Froni 
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|?iom tlie nabob Seyfal Dowlah to the right 

nourable lord Clive. ' >• 

' ' Received O£lober 21, 17 5 ^, 

Sotnctlme ago my deccaftyi brother,' the nabob, 
Najim al Dowlah, paid to your excellency tho 
fumof fivc.lacks of rupees, agreeable to the com- 
mands of our late father, Meer Mahommed JaRier 
Khawn ; and we hear you have fettled that lum for 
the foldiers, &c. Laft year my late brother paid 
fix lacks of rupees into the company’s rafli upon 
bond, of this money, three lacks have been paid 
to me at Murfiiadabad, and the balance of tnree 
lacks which remains, I give as a fund to be difpo- 
fed of in the fame manner as the former five lacks, 
and req^ueft your excellency to fettle it after the 
fame manner. 

A true trandation by Robert Maddifon. 

• 

■^0 the right honourable the prefident, and the 
reft of the council of Fort 'VYiIham in Bengal. 

Honourable Sic and Sirs, 

I troubled you with a letter from Madrafs, da- 
ted the 30th January 1765, upon the occalion of 
one which I heard had been delivered to your board, 
by major Carn'ac, foon after my departure ; but 
being theri^a ftrangerihen to the contents, 1 could 
only obferve, it was not for major Carnac’s credit 
to endeavour to take foch unfair advantage of my 
abfence. 1 have fince received a copy of that lec- 
her j ^and, diftant as I am from you, I am too defi- 

rous 
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toys of prcfen'Ing jour gpo<l opinion, to fuffcr ttj 
go unanfwcrcd.'* 

Copy of major Carnac*s letter to the prefidcntsni 

council ofBengal, dated the 24ihl3ec. *764. 

“I have received your favours o/ihe 20ih in'lanr, 
though I have luiherto declined the* compan)’s 
employ, to which I have been fo honourably reflo* 
red j give me leave to aflurc jou, it was not from 
a\;antof aduefenfeof that honour, which was 
the more flattering as coming from the fame court 
■who, through the mifrtprcfentation from hence, 
tut had been induced to difmifs me. But I could 
rot co.nflftently with my principlesr aft while the 
phief management of affairs remained with the 
perfbn to whofe mal-adminiftratlon fo many of our 
countrymen had fallen thet:nfortunaie’vi&ims,arid 
by which the fetticment has been brought 10 the 
]3rink of ruin 5 nor could Ibcof ufe to my cmplo^t * 
ers, while a gcnilcman prefided who was aftuated 
by the moft violent picjuc againfl; me, in icf.ni'. 
iwcnt for the ftrenuous oppofition I had fthough 
incfi’siiuaUy) made jo petmeious rwcafwc?. 
That obftacle being now rcnr.otcd, I with much 
plcafurc relume my llatton : happy in the convic* 
xion, tl7C I lhall henceforward receive that juflice 
which I have heretofore in vain expeiiedj in return 
for the meft fervent zeal, and cxcftiur> of my ut- 
pioft endeavours for the Jeryicc of our mailers. I 
will, agreeably to )oordefirc, gentlemen, getm;* 
felfrcad) av faft as poflible, to proceed to take the 
command of the army in the fubah of Jllal.abaJ, 
gpd hope to be able to fet out by the loth of r.cxi 
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* li^onlh at fartheft. In the mean tune, let mere-' 
.queft your recommending to major Munro, to.lee-*^ 
ing'the produce of the captures diftfibuted to the 
men, it being incumbent upon him-fo to do ; apd 
viUhout which Ifiiallhe very unwilling to receive 
from him the charge of the forces, as I do not 
choofe to be again a wunefs of the ill eBefts refult- 
ing from demands of this nature being Icft^ unfatif- 
Bed. 

I think it my duty, gentlemen, to lay before 
you the accompanying fourteen original Perfian pa- 
pers • two of them being warrants under Mcer 
Cotrim’s fcal,* duedtng the murder of the EngllHi 
prifoners, and where delivered to Mx. Batfon, by 
the very petfons to whom they were delivered, as 
)ou wib fee by his note lo me, l^ercwith ient. 
The other perv?nahs ferve to demonftrate beyond 
poflibiUty of a doubt, Meer Coflim's Intention of 
commencing war againfi: us^ though the contrary 
has been induflrioufly propagated by the Infatua- 
ted partizans of that moft execrable of tyrants ‘ 

. * I am, with greateft refpeft, 

fSigned) J. Caraac.’* 

The anfwer. 

As major Carnac’s letter confifls only of calum- 
nies conceived in general terms, without fo much 
as attempting to offer a reafon, oraninftance in 
fiipport ofthemoftroaliciousafpernons ; ofeourfe, 
to expofe his faliaqy, injudicc, and vanity, mud 
hUjixvife be general. I might very well fay, that 
the misfortunes which happened to us in Bengal ia 
*753, wcreowing to the violent counciUof that very 
{uinj whots pleated to impute them tomal-aJmlni- 
• " • • i* ftraj 
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6? fuU Uoctty pofleficd or ravaged all the Bahcff 
province, and took up thuir winter quarters in the 
nndil of it. 1 could not approve of this condud* 
and here lurks the reafon why major Carnac no 
longer acknowledges any merit in me, and loads nVc 
with reproaches inllead ofpfaifc ; from the mouth of 
ib partial and intereflred a judge both arc equal. I 
dertainly had no fcafon to be pleafed with genera? 
Cainaq’s behaviour towards mci yet I fuRored not 
my rclcntmcnt to have the leaft eflVcl upon my 
<rondu(ft in the govcrnmeric. When major Adams 
made favourable mention of general Carnac's be- 
h'aviouJr in one of the battles fought under his com- 
mand, I did him more than juftke in my report to 
the court of dlrcAors.'as the general letter of the 
8ihof Oftober, 1763, will fljew; and i believe 
tharthb I may add, that very Tecommcndailon wa^ 
the means' of getting him rcilored to the company’s 
fervicq *, fo that it is without reafoh he complains of 
the want of a proper return for his ,maft fcrv’cnt! 
zeal. Afterwards indeed, during iiis command ia' 
1764, ac the time when our army was blocked up 
and infultcd’by 3 rabble, and we had loft a large' 
part of the Bahar province, 1 could' not fubferibe, 
to the ihle he gave bimfclf, of ** Our deliverer^'* 
nor adibit that extraordinary degree of military'.,' 
merit lie pretended to, &c. , . 

I am, honourable fir and firs, 

' Your molt: obedient humble fervant, 

^ (Signed*) Henry Vanfirarc.” 

'If we compare lord Clive's adminlftratIon"‘with', 
that of Mr. Varliun,,, wc may eafily perceive 
■{hat' the boafted equitable plan formed by his lord- 

ihip 
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flup and the {eled committee, afforded more rca-' 
fons of complaint to the nabob and the natives, 
than any llep of his predeceflbr. 

In. vain the court ofdirc&ors repofed full confi- 
dence in his lordffilp to getthis work accomphlhed. 
The court had granted the noble governor a falary 
of fix thoufand pounds per annum, with other e- 
molumentsj but declared thefe to be in full for all 
fervices both civil and military, and his fordffjipwas 
not to have any allowance whatever by way of 
commiffion or ocherwile, out of the revenues from 
any of our territorial acquifitions whatever. 

Notwithftanding the company’s orders on the 
above fubjedt, the fcledh committee refolvcd, a- 
tnong other things. That they eftcemed it moft 
correfpondent to the faid orders, that the whole 
trade (hall be carried on by an exclufive fociety, 
who fhould buy or fell the whole produce of the 
country, and all its imports of fak, beetle nut, and- 
tobacco, chledy for the emolument of the noble 
lord and his committee. 

They enafted that all perfons under the com- 
pany’s protcdlion Ibould be prohibited dealing in 
the above-mentioned articles excepting this fod- 
tiy ; and that application Ihould be made to the 
nabob to iffue the ihnff prohibition to all his offi- 
cers and fubjcdls. 

That upon their agents having tranfported thi 
above articles to certain places, the country mer- 
chants might then purchafe the focicty^s fait, and 
re-fcU it in the country. 

^ That the company and nabob fliall beconfidered 
cither o)f duties, nuzzeranah, or as proprietors. 

Mr, Sykes having clainihd from the nabob one , 

' hun; 
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liundrcd'and fix pervanah’s, auihorbing thcfociff- 
ty of trade to proceed m this bufinefs, the fald pef- 
vanah’s were ordered to beduiivcrvd to the coni* 
mittce of trade for their guidance. 

Though the court of direftors had pofnivcly for- 
bidden any rteps being taken towards renewing the 
trade eftabUlbed in ihU cxclufwa (bciety, and re- 
pofed the utmoft confidence in lord CItvc, to carry 
ihefe orders into execution, it docs not appear that 
any attention was paid to the above fubje^.d. 

Lord Clive, in a letter to the court of dircilars, 
complained of the rapacity of almoft all the compa- 
ny’s lervanis, and returned thanks for the confi- 
dence repofed in him to fettle the inland trade in 
fait i his lordfhip clatmed the honour of havinj:^ 
firft propofed the plan for carrying on the fait 
trade whiill he- was at fen, and tranfmitted an elil- 
matc of (he advantages of fuch trade to fundry in- 
dividuals. 

Whhl lord CUvev/asona vifit'lo the army, 
a copy of a letter from the court of dire^ors was 
tranfmltced to his lordthip and general Cnrnac *, 
this letter totally condemned the conduct of ihofo 
fervants who could fuppolc they were entitled ta 
reftliution for lolTes fultained in an ilhcic trade in 
fait; beetle nur, and tobacco. Another letter 
from the court of dircflorsexprefsly declared every 
perfon concerned in the Inland trade, guilty of a 
breach of covenants ; but it docs not appear that 
the council took any other notice of the lubjcCt of 
the inland trade In confcqucnce of this letter, than 
by ordering a copy of the material parts to be fenc 
to lord Clive. " * 
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The court’s letter, dated 19th of February 
per lord Camden, \cry fully explained their former 
letters, and totally condemned the hfth article of the 
treaty with Najim al Dowlah, rcfpct^ling the inland 
trade in fait, beetle nut, and tobacco, commanded 
a formal renunciation thereof, and repeated that 
every one concerned in fuch trade ftood guilty of 
a breach of covenants ; and alfo further declared, 
that whatever gov'crnmcnt may be eftabliflicd, or 
whatever unforefeen cucumliances may have hap- 
pened, it was the court’s refolution to prohibit, 
and they did abfolutcly prohibit this trade of- fall, 
b.etle nur, and tobacco, and all articles which v>ct& 
not for export or import. 

Lord Clive delivered in a minute, lignifyin^, 
that all the court’s letters indicated adefign towait 
for the committee reprelcmations. His lordlhip 
obferved, that the company could not have then 
been apprized of the favourable turn of their af- 
fairs, but that a few weeks more muft bring their 
final refolution ; and that if they lliould repeat 
their orders, it would be the duty of the committee 
to obey them ; but that a$ they miglit change thetr 
fer.iimsnts, his lordlhip thought no time fhould be 
loll in eiiablilhing the mode ot conduebmg the faid 
trade In future ; ard therefore, he propofed fundry 
regulations for a new plan of trade, which received 
the fanflion of the committee. 

B) another plan of lord Cljve approved in coun- 
cil, ft was agreed, that a duty fiiould be paid to 
the company of 50 percent, on all fait produced 
in their own lands, and 50 per cent, to the govern- 
ment, upon all the fait made in their .difiridt, and 
the duties upon bccile-nuf was increafed from ro 
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to 15 per cent, on the prime coft, which revenue 
was all Imally to be brought into the company’s 
treafuiy ^ 

i'hat all the focicty’s fait Ibould be fold at Cal- 
cutta, or fuch other places vvhcri- it Is made, and 
no where elle ; the natives were then to be the on- 
ly ro-purchafers : and to them faltwas not to exceed 
two rupees per maund 

No'European was permitted to have any further 
dealings in fait* 

The fociety of trade was to be anfwcrable to the 
board for their conduct, and both to be controlled 
by the felefl: committee. The trade was divided 
into fixty flnres 1 thlity-two of which 'were to be 
enjoyed fay the members of council, but none by 
I the governor, and aftera diftribution of the fitares 
there remained 4 ^ (hares unappropriated, one of 
which was afterwards given to Mr. Verelft, .md the 
remainder divided among feme of the military. 

Lord CUve propofed torehnqullh trade, except- 
ing in diamonds, and fale of Hock on hand $ in 
confideracion of receiving i -fth per rent, upon 
the revenues of Bengal, Bahar and Orlfla, except- 
ing on the company’s lands at Calcutta, Burdwan, 
Ivlidnapore and Chittagong, but (lipulated aUo for 
lus falary, dated allowances, and coenmiffion upon 
the mint, coral and freight goods befides. His 
lordlhip obferved on this occafion, that the unhap- 
py dilTentions which had frequently brought the 
company’s polTeflions in Bengal to the point of def- 
liutlion, hat^ generally proceeded from, the conduib 
of governors, and their eager purfuit of prlvarejn- 
tereft •, which had reduced them to the necefSty of 

conni- 
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conniving at abufcsihatothcrwifc would ha\cbccn 
remedied. 

The council fully approved of his lordlhip’spro* 
pofal, and covenant with him in the name of the 
united company of merchants of England trading 
to tlie fcaft Indies, to grant his lordHiip a commd- 
hon of I percent, upon the aforefatd revenues, 
and his other allowances as before fpecified. An 
indenture binding the contrafting parlies, vas ex- 
ecuted by lord CJtvcand the council, and recorded 
in the mayors court. His lordfhip allb took an 
oath at the fame time to abide by the ihpulation 
. contained in the iaid bond. The council agreed, 
that lord Clive’s commidion of i -J- per cent, upon 
the revenue, fliould take place from the firft of 
September 1766. 

The court’s letter to lord Clive and committee, 
dated the 17th of May 1765, rc-capituIated the 
company’s former orders, who mil declared that 
they could not admit of carrying on of the faid 
trade, in any fhape whatever j and pronounced a- 
gainlb all concerned therein guilty of a breach of 
covenants 5 and fignified, that the firft lawvcrs in 
the kingdom confirmed their feniiment« ; that no 
regulations whatever could be formed, that could 
prevent confequences, fimilar to thofe which had 
already happened. That were they to allow of 
r tcfirlftions, it would be 

fiibfcnbmg to .all the mlfchiefs which had befallen 
f^ciigal for four years part The court obferved in 
the fame letter, thet his lordfhip had at once dlf- 

i ® ’^tereft in every branch } 

tm unbialTed integrity had guided all hisadtions: 

fpr 
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£br which and the advantages thereby obtained, he 
had their fincereft tlianbs- The inland trade was 
l]o\veverioia\\y condemned ; and hisloid(hip was 
informed, that the court could not be brought to 
approve it, even under the limitations and regula- 
tions fettled by the felcdt committee. That as the 
faid trade had been aboUlhed, the court hoped his 
lordlhip would find means to prevent its being mo- 
nopolized in any hands whatever, left: the poor 
might dill fuffer thefe very inconvcnicncics, for the 
prevention of which,’ the court had not only for- 
bid their fen'ants to trade therein, butrelinquilhed • 
tliofeadvantages thatthccompany thcmfelvcsmighc 
make'by fuch monopoly: at’ the fame time, the 
court obferved to the fclcid committee, that they 
do not mean to aboltlh the ancient duties on the 
jibove articles, which conftiluie part of the reve- 
nues of Bengal •, but the adjullmcnt of thefe duties 
was left to the judgment and confidcration of the 
felcdt committee. 


The board having poftponed the confidcration 
of the above letter, and appointed ’2 general con- 
fultation for that purpofe, they 'met, but never 
once mentioned the articles of the inland trade. 

Refolwed by the feleft committee, zift Decem- 
ber 1766, “ That the unappiopriated whole fhare 
in the capital ftock of the locieiy of trade, be an- 
nexed to the two ihares already afligned to Mr. 
Ve^elft, in confidcration of the reftridlivc oath to 
be taken when he enters, upon the government ; 
and that the commiffion of i ^ per 'cent, upon the 
dewannee revenues be afligned lo lord Clive till the 
hfft day of September next, in lieu of the five 

Ihares 


) 
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fliarcs. whkh his lordQiI^ has rellnq^Ilhfid la. the ci- 
pital ftock of the focicty of trade. 

' (Signed) Clive. 

John Carnac. 

H. Vcrelft. 

. ’ The copy of the following letter from lord Clive, 
then at Murfhadabad to the nabob Najim al DoW'» 
lah, will fliew that thefe enllavcd princes were be- 
come the defpicable tools of the ufurpers of their 
power and dignity ; at the lame time that they pro- 
felTed a fort of veneration for their perfon. When 
your excellency was in Calcutta, myfclf and the 
gentlemen of the conimittee, after mature confide* 
ration, judged it to be for your Intercft and the\\cl- 
fare ol ihccountry that Mahommed RezaKhawn, 
Ivlahata] . Ooolurami and Juggut Scar, fhouid be 
appointed under you, to carry on the affairs of the, 
government. The reafons of thefe appointments 
I explained to you fully in Calcutta, and they 
met your approbation. I had frequently heard, 
that Cayan Beg had at different times, been ma- 
king ufe of menacing cxprefHons with regard to thefe 
gentlemen ; and what I faw upon my arrival here, 
confirmed to me the truth of this information ; For 
Mahommed RezaKhawn and Jugget Scat,' through 
theapprehenfionof their lives being in danger, were 
fo much frightened, that they were unable to apply 
thcmfclves quietly to the management of the bufi- 
nefs committed to their charge. I have therefore 
been under the ncceffity of' removing him; and 
purpofe fending him immediately to calculate. I 
,hope your excellency will fet your mind at cafe.^ 
BeUffured that I look upon your perfon asficred, 
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and act with a view to your interefl:. The remon 
vin«’ of fuch dangerous men from your ptefcnce 
is abfolutely necelfary, both for your welfare and 
the company’s and is what we have a right to do by 
the terms of the treaty fubfifting between us. 

The king Shaw AUum wrote to Lord CUve> and ^ 
the council as Calcutta in the following terms. 

Our faithful fervant general Carsac has, for ihefe 
four years paft, Ihowed forth the duty of obedience 
and attachment to the royal lircar, in fuch manner 
that vve are inexpreffibly plcafcd and delighted with 
him; particularly at this time, he fo exerted himfelf 
in punilhing and driving out the Marattas and fee- 
ling the country, that we arc now enabled to live 
without apprehenfion, in eafe and pleafure. That a 
perfon who has ihown fuch fidelity to us, ihould 
go unrewarded, is injuring to our dignityj and, 
therefore notwithftanding the then fcarcity of mo- 
ney in the royal fircar, we were formerly levcrab 
times delirous of making the general fome prefenr, 
but lie would by ho means confenc to it. Now by 
the blcfling of God, and our aufpiccs and the gene- 
ral’s hbours, our affairs being in a flourilhing and 
/^profperous llate, we arc pleated to make the gene- 
ral a prefent of two lack of rupees ; and it b our 
royal command, that with a view to our faiisfac- 
tion, you our faithful fervants, Ibould grant him 
pcrmiffion to receive the laid money. 

- Ac a felc^t committee the right honourable the 
prefident laid before them 'a letter from Sujah al ’ 
Dowlah, wherein he cxprelTed his apprehenlions, 
that a fecret treaty was negociatin^ between the 
lung and Marattas, who amufed him with prorni- , 
fes of cfcorting him to Dchly, on condition of his 

majelly ’s 
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majefty’s ceding to them the countries ofKorah; 
"Iliahabad. 

^ Agreed, we fend colonel Smith anextrsftof 
viziers letter, and defire he will cxpoftulaic w 
the king on the weaknets of his condufV, and if : 
ceflary, afiift Sujahal Dowlah with all his force 
^ oppole any irruption of the enemy into his count 
and that a paragraph to this eiFcd: be added to 
letter to colonel Smith, minuted in the laft procei 
mgs, Sujah al Dowlah complaining in the fame 1 
ter, that the bufinefs of his government meets w 
great interruption from the gentlemen of the Er 
hm fadtory at Banaras. 

It IS our pofitive order that whoever is direfl 
to take charge of the faftory, will not interfere i 
rectly or mdirc^Uy, with the affairs of govemmen 
but confine hlmfelf flridtly to ihe colleftion of t 
Tunkhaw money, for which purpofe folely K 
Marriott’s rcfidence is continued at Banaras. T. 

agents Ihall enter into fuch cngagemcf 
and rcltndtions as wc may judge occelfary for reg 
Jating their condu^, and fccunngthe country fro 
lcflatfon”'^& natives from injury and m- 

(Signed; Cli>e< 

The nabob Sujah al Doiihh wrote to lord Clive the 
following letter. 


times, which Ict- 
om ?T 'cceived. As I am ever saxi- 

ous to learn the news of , our welfare, the frienJIhip 

jnicc me by writing. At prefent Mr. Mariioitii 
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tccafionmg a difturbance in the mint at Banafa?# 
you fliould enjoin him not in any wife to mike op- 
pofition and contention, bnt to ufe his endeavours 
in well conducing every bufinefs. 

P. S. With regard to the treaty between us, I 
ttuQ: to God, that while I live I (hall not fwerve 
therefrom. At Banaras I acquainted you fully 
with the ftate of my affairs j and that you fliould 16 
'manage for me, that 1 might have no concern with 
any one fave yourfclfj and thanks to God you hav& 
done it. Concerning the king’s affairs, yourfclf 
was an eye witnefs of them before your departure, 
therefore it is needlefs foi me to repeat them to yoU. 
At prefent however, a treaty is on foot between his 
majefty, and Malharrow the Maratta, carried on 
through the channel of 5cyf al Been Khawn, a 
native of Calhmecf j and by a letter received from 
a Maratta, which may be relied on, I have learnt, 
thac Mulharow has through the men of Calhmeec 
above-mentioned, alked of the king Illahabad Ko- 
rah,' &c. that his majefty confents to his requeftj, 
and that the Cafhmeer man’s vakeel having under- 
taken the management of this buHnefs, has come 
over and waited on the king. 1 therefore wrote t& 
inform you, that if, (which God forbid) thefemea- 
fures fliould take place, it will be the ocCafioh of 
terrible difturbance in my Subah. ^ I Itnow not 
whether you are informed of thefe particulars or 
not. 

Mr Marriottis ftUl making a difturbance in the 
mint at Banaras, and allows me no manner of au- 
thcricym ft. Icis fikely he may have imagined, 
that 1 would write to him to be put in pofTeffion j 
but excepting you, fir, I have no concern with any 
U u one. 
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one. If he Ihould with*hoId the whole fubah from 
me, 1 will not write a word. You will be fo good 
as to write to Mr. Marriott what feems proper to 
•you on this fubjed, and know why he afts contra* 
ry to the treaty. Hereafter I fhall not write you 
on this head. I am afhamed to write repeatedly oq 
an afiair of fuch little confequence : it become you 
to give fuch ftrift ordersnow, that in futurenoonc 
may do what is agamft your Inclination. 

In anfwer to thefe imputations, Mr. Marriott 
wrote the following letter to lord Clive and thefe* 
ledt committee, '' 

My lord and gentlemen, 

Ycftcrday I had the honour to receive your fa* 
vour, of the apth Odtober, and an) forry to^d 
$ujah 2 I Dowlah has made complaints to the right 
honourable the* prefident, of great interruptions 
"being given to his aHatrs by the gentlemen of the 
faftory, which I cannot help thinking ate without 
foundation. 

As you have not ,bccn plcafej to merltion any 
particulars, I cannot reply to them, but at prefent 
am quite ignofant of any fuch interruption} and 
Jhall always be careful that SujaH al Dowlah /hall 
never have any reafon for making fuch complaint. 

* 1 am, hcc. 

(Signed) Rantlolph Marriott. 


Copy of a letter from the prefident and felcft com* 
mittcc to Randolph Marriott. Efa; and William' 
Bolts. ' ^ 


Gentlemen, 

The prefident has acquainted us, that Mr. 
riott, has rcprcfcnicd to him, your prcfcncc would 
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be for a further time neceflary at Banaras, in order 
to fettle, feme bufineffcs of the faftory with Bul- 
wantOng. manfwer to which, we have to obfcrve, 
that Mr Sage having been appointed refident there 
in your room, whatever bufinefs may occur (hould 
pafs only through his hands ; and we therefore re- 
peat our orders, for your delivering over to him 
the charge of the fadtory accordingly, and repair- 
ing without further delay, to the preCdcncy. 

"We are, bcc. ' / 

^Signed) Clive, 

. ^ Will. B. Sumner, 

John Carnac, 

H. Verelll. ' 

•In confequenoe of the final decifion of the prefi- 
‘dent and council at Calcutta, on the difpute between 
Mr. Marriott as chief, and Mr. William Bolts, as 
fecond of the fa£tory at Banaras, the board have 
rc-confidered the whole proceedings, unanimoufly 
agreed, 

That Mr- Marriott was highly culpable in rent- 
ing the mint, knowing it was againfl: the orders of 
the board for any fervant of the company to enjoy 
any poll or employment under the country govern-' 
ment, and therefore ought to bring to the compa- 
ny's credit, all the profits that have accrued to him 
from the mint j but thcy*humbly hope, in confi- 
deraiion of Mr. Marriott's general good charafter, 
that the company will be fatisfied wuh the money 
he paid to the king, together with the reftitution, 
and take no farther notice of the alFair. 

\V ith regard to Mr. Bolts, they jCidgc him highly 
deferving of cenfurc for the difrefpcfl he was guilty 
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of towards hfs chief: nor do they allcuv' him any 
' pierit in the difcovery of the mint farm, as there is 
rcafbn"’to believe he was too much iofluencei 
thereto, from his being refufed a fiiare therein by 
Mr- Marriott. 

Mr. Marriott in the courfe of the proceediogs 
againft him, produced the following extraft from 
lord Clive’s anfwcr to a letter of his to his lord- 
fliip. This letter bears date the i6th -July 
near Baghclporc, 

“ The advice you afk of me concerning^the co- 
venants is offo delicate and particular a nature, that 
I cannot with any propriety, take upon me to give 
}ou my opinion, fince any thing 1 can fay, will 
pot hays the lead weight in a court of. chancery. 
Indeed all the advice 1 can give you is, to give 
the covenants a ferious confideration, and follow 
ihc'diflatcs of your own confcience j for there is 
nothing elfe, that I know, which can give the co- 
venants any weight.” 

The nabob had made a complaint to the board 
in the following terms; « Whereas the Englifli go- 
matlahs hold farms ip the name, of the fa&ories, and 
^giye protcdlion to the dependents of the ficcar ; by 
this means my government is weakened, and the 
affairs of the country are interrupted and prejudi- 
ced. ft is proper you Ihould give fuch effcaual 
orders on this fubjea, that the rentingof villages 
may be put ah entire flop to, and no one may pro- 
tea: the dependentsen the ficcar V The board ip 
ccnfcquence, ordered, in confultation that none of 
jhc company s fervants or dependnets, or perfens . 
;^efiding under their proteaicn, fhculd be permlf- 
ffd to hold ?ny -lands, ganges, rents or cmploy- 
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jnents of any kiad from' the country government; 
The order was evidently occafioned by the nabob’s 
complaints, and intended to put an end to the dif- 
puies between his government and ours. . 

The government fays, Mr. Marriott, in by juftl- 
fication, may include the king's as well as the na- 
bob’s, but the board*» intentions regarded folely to^ 
the latter and my renting the mine, therefore from' 
the king, although it may be confidered contrary to, 
the letter of the order, docs not at all appear to be 
inconflftenc with the board's intention, efpecially as^ 
no kind of dlfturbance or embroilment could be ap- 
prehended from it. I hope therefore,thatyour lord- 
ihip, See. will be kind enough to take this matter 
into farther confideration, and mitigate the feverity 
of the cenfure you have pafled upon roe. 

During lord Clfvc’s, indifpsfition, Mr* Marriott* 
laid the following letter before the board. 

To the right honourable lord Clive prefidenl and 
governor, btc. council of Fort ■William. 

My lord and gentlemen. 

On receiving an abftradtof your copfultations of ' 
the 1 yih of February 1766, declaring roe “ high- 
ly cupable in renting the mint, as it was contrary 
to the orders of the board for any fervantof the com- 
pany’s to enjoy any poft or employment under the 
country government, and therefore ordering me 
to refund to the company all the promts that ac- 
crued to me therefrom. I immediately addrefled 
your lordnnp.&c. deftring this fevere cenfure might 
he taken into confideration again and reverfed ; as 
there was much difference betwixt the kmg's go- 

vcriimcnc 
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vernmentandthe Nabob s.In confideration of which 
letters, the above ordei^ have beea xfiuedj and as 
no bad confequences had attended my renting the 
mint, or had I with refpeA to it interfered the iea/t 
with the company’s government, I therefore 
hoped this indulgence might have been Ihown, 
me. After this I was defired to withdravr my let- 
ter, which I did, undetftandlng it was not the fenu- 
nients of the board, that the company could have 
any claim on me for the profits that had accrued 
on farming the mmt •, but that as I had given it up. 
to the king, jointly with major Monro, without 
having the dtrdt orders of the board for it; having 
neglcftcdto inform them of this tranfadbion, which 
was the day after my arrival In camp, imagining ma- 
jor Monro had done it, m hU letters of that day: 
I Ihould therefore pay the company the fum I had 
jjaid the king, for the farm of it, and had the p«T 
mlflioa of this board, to apply to his majefty for the 
fald fum back again. But to my great furpn 2 e,when 
I came to perufe the general letter, I found thea- 
forefaid cenfure had not been taken oifaod ihac>ou 
continued in your former feniimcnts and were on- 
ly pleafed to hope, that in confideration of my gene- 
ral good charadler, our honourable mafters would be 
fatisfied with the money J paid the king, and the ad- 
vantages that arofe in re llamping their fpecies, 
advantage I never difputed was their due. 1 there- 
lore Was obliged to defire my aforementioned letter 
might be entered on the confultatioos. 

In confequence of your permiflion. I addrclTed 
his majefty, as he has not been pleafed, as yet to 
order the money to be returned, 1 have wrote to 

him 
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him again and am in daily cxpaftation of his an-, 
fwer. 

You have been pleafed to lay that it appears by 
the funnud, that the mint and cutlwally were given 
up to the company by the king ; and indeed in this 
light major M^o and myfclf underftood it, wheil 
we demanded pofTcIfion from the king ; and which 
we afterwards ceafed to demand, on his reprefcnt- 
ations, which I have before fet forth, 8cc, 

I am with refpeft, 

- ■ My lord and gentlemen, 

‘ Your moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) Randolph Marriott. 

Thc'court of Eaft India diredors, in the general 
letter to the governor and council of Bengal, de- 
clared that, although Mr. Marriott accepting, or 
even foUcIting an office under the country govern-* 
mentis a violation of orden and the rules of out 
fervice ; yet in confideration x>f the general good 
charaftcr you reprefent him to bear, we are fatif- 
fied for the prefent at leaft, with your obliging 
him tq refund all the advantages he made from his 
renting the mint at Banaras. He ought to look 
upon this aft of lenity in fuch a light, as to induce 
him to be more circumfpcct in future, and fhew 
his gratitude by exerting bis utmoft endeavours for “ 
the good of the fervice. Until we have had a fuf- 
ficicnc experience of Mr. Marriott’s future conduct, 
he is not to be talcen into the felect committee, on 
any vacancy without our expels leave. 

Lord Clive having long enjoyed a bad Hate of 
health, and being at times incapable td hold the 

reins 
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reins of government, wrote the following letter W 
the court of EaU-India directors, dated Calcutta 
December 12, 1766. 

Gentlemen, 

** I have had the honour to receive yoor letters 
of the 2d and i7ih of May, carneftly rcquefllng ray 
continuance in the government another year. My 
family concerns and parliamentary intcrefts, impor- 
tant as they arc, thould not nuke me hefitaie to 
comply with a requeft which docs mefo much ho-. 
nour,ifthefituattoaofyour affairsdemanded ray lon- 
ger fervice, or if the reafons which luggefted to you 
the dcGre of my remaining here was actually now cx- 
ifting. The weak condition however, to which a 
fevere bilious difordcr has reduced me, requlricg 
my immediate return to Europe. It is now a 
month fince I have been in fo deplorable a ftateof 
health as to be wholly tmable to attend to bull- 
nefs ; rmd it Is paft doubt, that I cannot furvire 
the maligntity of this climate another year. 

Thus ufclels aslara become to the company, and 
without the leaft profpect of recovery in Ben^, I 
cannotdoubtyou will concur with me in the opinion 
of the ablblute neceiliiy' of returnin'^ to my native 
country. ® 

The iaiihful _ view which I will now lay before 
you of the fituation of your affairs, will moreover 
convince you, that the confequences of which you 
are apprehenfive after my departure, cannot in all 
probability happen ; and that every material ob- 
ject of my expedition fully accompUfted. 

Agrewbly to ray advices of the ift of February 
and 20th of March, a committee of infpcctlon 
has been appointed, for examining into the Gate . 

of 
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of every department^ and for clfabliilimg the ne* 
ceflary rules and orders for a general reformation. 
This committee has fully anf.vered my intention. 
Your fervanis civil and milittry are no longer nt a 
lo's for an exaft definition of their relpeicive duties. 
The new regulations are now in force, and in a fc.v 
weeks will be firmly elUbUihtd. 

The licentious fpirit of oppa'.ition and extras’A- 
j>nncy fo juftly complained of in your civil fervants, 
is now entirely fubdued ; the gentlemen are redu- 
ced to act, and likewifc to think reafonably. i^er- 
feit harmony now reigns throughout the fcttlemenr; 
and all childifh rcfentincnts arc at an end : notliirig 
remains he apprehended,' but what may refulr from 
the extreme youth of the majority of your fervanis? 
and this might have been cffcclually obviated be- 
fore my departure, had fufuclcnt po.vcr been veiled 
in tha fele& committee, or in me, to appoint foma 
of the moll able and dillntcrefted of the free mer- 
chants upon this cftiblillimcnt, nod to require the 
afiiftance of four or hvc other genilemen fruni 
Ivhdrafs. 

We have not only overcome the moll formidable 
and dangerous muiinv, that ever happened in this 
or any country, but b/ example made of the 
ringleaders, ’and more clpccially, by obliging eve- 
ry officer in your army to execute a contract for 
three years ferylce, has given a lability and fecu- 
rity to your military cllabhftitnent, which it never 
had betorc. It is upon the bed founded confidence 
I aflerr, the Ead Indta company was neverib truly 
lecure as at prefent, againlt military ambition and 
encroachment. Never before have difciplinc, good 
order and fubordination been fo fully^confirmcd ; 
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ard I am pcrfuuded that a relaxation in _,GUr cr* 
ders, at home, and a new degeneracy of jour go- 
vernor and council abroad, are the only prcb-be, 
I [Tight almoftfay, poflibie c^ils that can ibaLe the 
prorpsriiy of ) our affairs in Benoal 

Our generoftj of condu&, in reftoring toSujah 
al DoVilah all his dominions, after he h^d beenrc 
doced b) cocqucfU to the scry low eft ebb of fcr 
tune , ihe great regard \\c have m^nifcAed to the 
1 mg’s fupport .»nd dignity, by pajing him regu 
larly that tnbu’^e which never paid to fcnc'T 
Moguls, excepting to their plenitule of po ver a. d 
iUtLoriiy , and our refoiving to pay the Marattai 
their chout are mftaoces of our nrodcration aai 
diiinicreftcdrefs, which added to the unmierrjprfd 
iLcccfs of our arms, have fet ourcquiij and cot 
rage in fo fair a point of view, that ad the neigh 
bourmg powers folicit out friendfinp and al’iaace 
Upon u* they depend for proteifticn agarftany 
diftorbtrs of the pcacc of the country , and at the 
larrstime, are under noapprehenfiens forc-r br« 

V cry bccauie they are fully conv meed that cur 
«mbi ion steads net beyond the maicteDa'*cc cf 
our pre ent poOefiions, and that one cf our frft 
jnrciplesof government is juftice This b'in? 
ihc irue ft*tc of afairs, to what purpofe fhou’d I 
connrue Icngc” n a clunate, which wouU ccriaiQ 
ly prove fatal to me ^ at the end of another, and 
another ye-r, 1 cou’d n^t 1-ave your co-cerns n 
Letter hords, no- on a more profjvrous founng 
than I row do I iluJl leave m ihe chair the o’S*' 
I always wifticd to be my furcerbr , i man wheft 
mfcxib’e m egnty -nd ftcadmc^sarc to be fccurcly 
relud on , and I will ufe my utmoft endeavours to 

leave 
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leave with him a weil-chofcn committee, and to 
infpire into . all ^ihc members of the council my ; 
ideas and zeal for the fcrvicc. If the principles of 
’aVrj^ut ^LT?-Tnj‘i's^£/t; ‘u-i, mvA". 'hii'} uw't, 

thefcrvice muftfuffer'*, nor will icbc in my power 
to "apply a remedy, any farther than by offering 
you my advice at home. Every thing has already 
been done here that could be cffedled by me. The 
full completion of the great and falutary work of 
reformation muft be performed by yourfelves : and 
you may be aflured, I fliall, at all times, be equal- 
ly ready in England as in India, to give every in- 
ftance of my zeal for the company’s iniereft, in 
gratitude to a fcrvicc from whence I derive my 
fortune and my honours. I have the honour to be 
with thegreated refpeft, 

Gentlemen, , 

‘ Yoor moft obedient, 

And moft humble fervant, 
fSigned; Clive.’* 

At a fele<S committee held at Barrafur the 27th 
of December 1766J relative to the afiiduity, fo- 
crecy and difintereftedneis of the committee, and 
their rertraining the trade in new filk. Prefent the 
Tight honourable lord CUve, pr.fidcnr, Harry Ve- 
rellt, Efq; and brigadier general John Carnar. 

“Divers frauds commuted in the cempanv’s Cal- ' 
cutta lands, and pergunnah’s having aUead'y b:en 
dilcovered,, and there being great reafon to fup- 
po)e that many others of confequence to the com- 
pany s intereft^ may foon be btou^Uc to 

Agreed, That to promote and ?acilltate'’the re- 
leaichesno%v making into the management of thefo 

‘ Jacis, 



r j 

larJ', v,e keep ihe perptnnah’j, &.c. in ouro\.n 
] ands till the hrft day of the Bengal year enfuing, 
that our enquiries may mectwuh no oDflredtiun, 
from the artihce, the avarice, or the intercft ofthe 
nc\/ farmer', 

Ic being of great importance, that the proceed 
ings and btl nds or rht fcledc committee Ihouldbc 
kipt fecret Agreed, that to prevent accid nis, lo 
] ^pers fball in futiiic be fenc from the fccrfiiary’s 
cttice, or taken from chence under any pretence, 
txcep'- by the prelidcnt or the recrctar\ iumlelf, 
and that all me other members ot the committee 
fhall perufe m the office fuch papers as they may 
want to confulc 

As It has been the conftant rule of this comir c* 
tee, to oblige all private views to yield to ths 
company’s irtetcrt , and as our honourable ctr 
ploy ers have oroered a larger mveflment on raw 
fjJk, than we are abc to provide, whilft pnvaic 
merchants arc permitted to buy up large quarti* 
tics of that article. 

Rtfolvcd, That in future all private trade, 'Mth- 
puc particular pcrmillion of ra\/ filk, Jpccifitd m 
ihecompanj’shft ofinteftment, finil bu ref ran ccl 

(N. B. A great craiurt appears herein the origi- 
nal proceedings } 

1 hat tins our re'bluion be difpatched to tic 
chief at CafTirLwar and the fiipcrvifor at Burde- 
wan and Midniporc , -ind alfo that we recerrmerd 
to the prtfidcnc to grant ro pervanah s upon the 
above account, until thecompany’s derrands fhali 
fcw tinfvvcrcd, 

(SigrcdJ Clive, 

John Carnac, 

H Verem. 
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' Seleftconfultations, jGtli January 1767. 

■Refolved by the feicft committee “ That up- 
on lord Clive’s tailing Icaveof the felc£t commit- • 
ICC ; ia his lord(hip*s minute on the occafion, he 
obferves among other things* that as orders were 
received to abolKh the fait trade, they muft be 
pun^lually obeyed. Neverthdefs he is of opinion, 
that on its then prefent footing it was rather bene- 
ficial, than injurious, to the inhabitants of the coun- 
try ; that a continuation of this indulgence, or an 
equivalent thereto was become neceifary ; and that 
ho fiamred himfelf the court of dircflors would fet- 
tle fome phoj that would be agreeable to the wilhvs 
of their fervants. ^ ’ 

Whereupon it was rcfolved' that the fociety 
Ihould be abolifhed on the firft day of September 
1767; but that the advantages which the country 
would have received by its continuance, Ihould be 
fully reprefented to the court of direftors. If was 
alfo rcfolved that as lord Clive had rclinquilhcd the 
five fbarcs to whicli he was iniillcd in the fait trade, 
and all other commercial advantages, that an equi- 
valent be affignedto hislordlhip of i-gth per cent, 
upon the revenues of Bengal and Bahar, to com- 
mence the firtl of September lafi,- and continue to 
the firil of September enfumg ; and iliac as Mr. Vc- 
relft will have charge of the government, feveral 
months after lord Clive’s departure (viz. from Ja- 
nuary 10 September} he Iboaid draw for r ^ per, 
cent: of the revenues until ihe month of Septem- 
ber, after he himfelf ihould have refigned the go- 
vernmenr. » ^ 

X.Qrd 
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Lord Cljve after having declared his full intcn* 
tion not to engage la any kind of trade himfeif, 
dilpofcd of the commcncial concern which he hdd 
a pirtnerlliip with MetTrs Summer, Carnac, Ve 
rclft and Sykes, unto the new parcnerfliip of 
Meflls. Vercift, Sykes, Campbell, RulTel and Kil 
fal , his lordihip being determined to Iea\e Ben- 
gal in January 1767, agreed on the 19th of Sep 
tember 1766, to reUnquilh trade, for which put 
pofe 0 \ the firfl of October, he folemnly entered 
into an olkentatious engagement uuh the tools of 
his own power. In confideration of tnis great fa- 
crifice, but in defiance of the molt pofitnc orders 
of the direftors to the contrary, a Itlect commit 
tee- held the faid 19th of September 1766 J orJ 
Clive, ge-'eral Carnac and Mr VcrcJft refohctl to 
give lo ive X ^ per cent on the revenues a* 
mounting to near 30,000 I, per annum after fis 
lordihip in 1 animadverted on Mr Vanfiarisap* 
pnintm-nis as too great a burden on the compa 
nv’s cftaie 

In reward for fcrvicespaft and to come, the fc’cci 
committee, alfo on the i6ih of January 1767. 
foivta 1 hat the famecomraiflion lhall beconimucd 
to Mr Vi.rLUt who had already been rcv/irdcd b/ 
the eommiice of the 2 1 it of Decemb'r 1 760, coi 
filling of lord Clive and himfelf, with an addi'ion- 
al 11 are of the lalt trade. Uut as they had ap,rcfd 
for weighty rcafons among thcmfcKes, that 
lordliip ihouH receive ihi^ commiinon for niie 
month-, of Mr. Vcrcift’s admmilkrat on, they h‘-f« 
c nailed this arttcipation of tScir mutual gcnuo^i- 
ty, opLii h s fucct ur Mr Cartier who \ as thca 
jibfcni M Decca 

Ine 
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The felect commitee faid in their letter to the 
court of dlreftors dated the 24th of January 1767. 

You veryjuftly confider'the inland trade as the 
foundation of^ all the bloodflied, maflacros and 
and confufion which have happened in Bengal of 
late years. Yet they call in the fame letter this 
trade, the belt method of rewarding faithful fervi- 
ces. and the fare remains to excite zeal, they 
warmly expollulated with the court of dircaors on 
the propriety of this ftripping their fervants of all 
their advantages, and further infinuated. that gra- 
mude for affluence in fervicc, and for an indeMn- 
dency at the clofe thereof, will be found the ftrong- 

etl ties, or motives to the faithful difeharee of thmr 

duty. They further obferved,, that if they were 
to deviate from lord Clive’s plan delivered on a mi- 
nute of the 16th, It mull proceed not from iono- 
ranee, but from inclination i and that they fhaU 
become in all refpedls accountable for the confe- 
quence. This is the lall public letter which lord 
Clive figned. 

The copyrmf the following letter from colonel 
Richard Smith, to the feledl commitee at Calcuti- 
Stvesan id “0} 

lorn L,!ue s maxims of governmenc. 

T6-tlie honourable Harry Verelll. Efq. Prefid-nt 
and the gentlemen of the fclecT committee. 

Gentlemen, 

laid before you, and I nowinclofe a • fhuUh front 

the 
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the km;', anJ a letter from the Vizier, bo h aiJr:f- 
feU CO tile picfidcnt. 

tf r fa'll m) long an 1 Intimiic conre^m 
“ with tl-c jjfandecs cf Hindortan, la'iiaptofj 
“ fptcl all th-ir aclmns. fhcu cxpi-ctcJ r coe 
“ cikation bi-t s ixi t) w kirg anJ tl c viz cr, a-d Y i 
“ nnjwlly’s fuJilcn jurncy to J cyraba^l, \ etc c 
'* icncs that appealed to ire fuuglit iwth co't*- 
“ quenccj, ai will appear by my letter of tl c StH 
“ I ebruarj to the prciidctu, and of lli- i2tb or 
** chit month to tlw ftlc^t commitec 

** I mult ren^Jtk, ilutwlidlb the dcpj’csuer: 
** here, the king cxprci^d lus furprizi. to ihcT, 
“ that notwuhllanding fouryear# sverc elap'cJ, 

** 1 id not jtt reciiicd an anh cr from the kng cf 
«* Lnj^Urd You doubticfi arc mfbrrred, th^t 
under tins pretext our former prefiJent, lord 
Ch.c eluded his mijeftj’s lolicraiions foran r* 
“ my to conduit liim to lus capjtil , andlfoppos 
“ you arc ilfo acquainted uiththt Utters and p»c- 
“ tents w Inch lor I Clive earned from the king w 
*< oor ‘Sovereign I ha Lmperor has ofccntiire> 
“ qucftioncd me on this fubjtct, and to receive 
noaiifwtr from the king, or lortl Chve is, tohitn, 

“ matters ot mtch allondhm.'ic. But a few 

** days fince, Ins majc.'hy again introduced ths 
fubjcil, and obftrvcJ to me, that his not hf-t* 
“ ing from the king of Lpglard \\is t«> i mi cov 

“ Milion, that he never i iiende 1 to afilll hmiin 

“ the fc-eftabli(hmcnt of his atfitrs I plainly 
“ lei,” (fays he) “ that you will rot march nc-J 
hence, and it is impolTible for me long m 
« mam here, with ray hands b.forc me,’ nt the 

lame 
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fame time crofiiog his hands as tf boUild.-*-^^ 

“ muftown, that 1 have often been puzzled ^or a 
“ propcccepty,fQtuls.m vain faying, that we waic 
« for orders, fince his majefty one day alked me, by 
whofe orders ouf fortes firft came to lllihabad f 
and remarked, that thofc who had the power to 
advance their army fo far, had alfo the power cq 
alTill him, if they had but the inclination. J re- 
« late thefe particulars only th:jt you may perceive 
the king*s earneft defire to march cowards hb 
capital -j and that you may alio percelyc he be- 
gins to fee plainly, that we do not mean to car- 
** ry him thither ourfclves — Difappointed in the 
hopes he placed on us, rather than forego bis fa- 
*< vouilie projcft, he feems deicrnnncd to cm- 
brace the prefent opportunity of making the at- 
“ tempt by means of bis own fubjedh ; and per- 
** haps the meafures now purfuing will belt ex-* 
*< plain the late extraordinary marks of civihi/ 
from the king to the vizier, and the vizier’s fub- 
milfive return of obedience and attention lo h*,s 
'Sfbvercign. 

“ The king and vizier on this occafion, have ac- 
ud openly towards ms. I was fenc foe mto the 
prcfcnce, wjiere the engagements which the 
king had required of the viztcr, and the vizier's 
“ petition to the king, were produced. Ac my 
“ requeft copies were given to me, which I nosV 
•• indole to you '' 

** I have ne\er found myfdf in a Ctuadon 
« vjhkh required a more delicate condu£i The 
« very cxtcnfivc power which the king has agreed 
*« to detegate to tire vizIcr, as an encouragement 
” to the undertaking of this entcrprlze, alarms 
voL. II. y , ■“ 
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** me ; jet where the remedy ? The company 
have pofitively forbid 115 to cuter Into any mea- 
iure for the king’s reftoration, and you feem rc* 
“ folved to rccal the forces which are ftauoned in 
in this province. Indeed their refidcnce here, 
upon the fyfttm hitherto followed, is utterly 
“ repugnant to the welfare of the company, for 
“ my own part, I have from the beginning, con* 
** jfidcred our connexion with the king as a mill* 
“ flone about our necks i and that it would be a 
“ happy event for the company when ever they 
“ could honourably difengage themfelvcs from' 
“ this connedbion, and as the orders of the di* 
“ rectors, and your own Intentions are to with- 
“ draw tiie grcaicft part of your forces from the 
** king, it may perhaps be confidcred as more ho- 
** nourable Tor us, that thole forces were not with* 
** drawn until after the king’s were marched from 
“ Illahabad. Many of my former letters hate 
txprelTcd my apprehenfions of the king falling 
'• into the posver of the tizlcr. 

“ Thqfe apprehenfions are Ibll the fame, be- 
“ caufe'! know full well the ambition of the vi* 
“ z'lec; but I have refieibed, that this ambition will 
“ now lead him to a remote object, where c>cn 
“ jfucccfb will inevitably engage him into further 
'* enterpnze, whilU, on the other hard, our for* 
“ tes will be colledted within oui provinces, our 
“ expences be coni.derably lelicned, and b) a pru* 
“ dent cuconomy, we may have tht. means of fup* 
porting a war with reputation, iliould hereafter 
** our own provinces be invaded. 

“ Taking all thefe circumflarces into confider* 
“ aiiou,, I thought it not for the intereft of the 

»f' com* 



[ 343 3 

“ paay for me make any oppofiiion \ for with 
<< what propriety could I oppole his majerty’s in- 
« clinations, when 1 knew, you were dcte^mintd 
** to withdraw your forces ? Befidcs, fince I was 
convinced a feparation muft take place, either 
** by the king leaving us, or by our leaving him, 
I judged it mod confident with the public good 
“ to part with the king and vizier on the beft 
** terms ; and upon this ^dem 1 framed my con* 
dudt. In the vizier's petition to the king, you 
will obferve an article which refpe^s the wcl* 
fare of the company. I will do him the juftlce 
** to fay, that he inferred it without any foggcllida 
whaifoever from me. But when I Uw ucw cn- 
gagements made which granted fo much po.vcr 
“ CO the vizier, I thought it nrcciTary to guard in 
fomc mcafure againtl that pOvVer, by binding 
** the vizier down, by a folcmn engagement, al- 
ways to exert his infiuence.with the king for the 
<» honour and welfare of our nation. The copy of 
this engagement you will alib receive incbftd, 
** and you will readily impute the mode in which 
It IS drawn, to proceed from my delicary to- 
Nvards the vizier, that no fufpirions of hiS future 
conduft mull be cxprelTed. 

“ As a declaration from his rn.*]iJh', of his 
“ fenfeofour fidelity and attatchment, and of his 
“ deiermination ever to regard the Kr,>Ujh as ihj 
firm fuppoaets of the houfc of Tcc.v.oor, may 
‘‘ m fume luture times be of oJe, both to the com- 
“ pany at home, and to their adminillration a* 
« bread I have made fuch a rcprefenraiion to 
hts ma|efty and Hull uanfmh his declaniion- 
« ligoed in due form in a fubfc«utr.t Inter 
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M I want language to cxprels to you the fUicl* 
tude v/iih which the king has requeftcd me to 
turnifh him with two battalion of leapoys, and 
“ a lew Europeans, as a bodyguard j and which 
“ both he and the vizier affured roe, was promi- 
fed by lord Clive if he would undertake hij 
expedition to Dehly. He laid before me ihc 
“ honour we had required by our attachment to 
him, and the ddgrace which it would be if ws 
*' Ihould refufe fo fmall a mark of our obedience f 

“ and it would make the whole empire believe wc 

“ had deferted him. When I referred his tnajefty 
** to the orders I lliould receive from you, he men* 
lioned the fortunate day being fixed for bisdepar* 
** lure, and referred me to roy knowledge of the 
“ embroiled ftate of affairs in the Jaui's domnlons, 
and how much .expedition was qecellarys ihfi 
Vl-iier too in private obferyed to me, that fuel) 
a mark of attention furely would not be denied 
to the king that lord Chve abfolutely made 
** fuch a promilh is very probable from the inclo- 
“ led exirail of his letter lo me on this fubjeCt { 
but I would not on any confideration whaifoe* 
ver give my confent, until I receive your in- 
** ftruftions ; as at ih'e fame time I promifed hU 
“ tTiajcfty Ihoul’d have an cfcorc to the bounds cf 
theHcrali province j but 1 am Iciry to remark, 
“ that tl’c king was niuchdijutisficd \iii|i this ic- 
*.‘ fervatioii» 

« When I icffefl that the vizier has feveral 
** french men in his lervicc, and ibst one in par- 
ticular is in his confidence, ic is to be apfre- 
liti.dcd thar if wc rccal all of our nanen IroiD 
him. it vyilj leave an open I'eld for ihs 
i‘ aruul 
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artfpl loflnuation of oor rivals without any check 
whaifoever > and as captain Harper, b)f the pro- 
i‘ priety of his conduft, ftandve^ry high in eftcenj 
of the y'zier *» I think he would not only prove 
‘‘ a pfoper check on the intrigues of thefe French 
** men, bu; from him wc ihould receive true in- 
ft formation of all tranfa£tions; befides having in 
our power to make futh icprefcntation, to the 
vizier from time to time as circumftances may 
*» require. 

“ From the advices I have received the fon of 
“ Buttooring, an infant of eighteen months, has 
f* been proclaimed fucceflhr to his father, but he 
** only IS an inftrument in the hands of Don Strali 
who governs as fegent j many of the principal 
Jauds are by no means falisfied withthe power be 
atTumesj and whilft thefe iiuelline boils prevails 
** the Ragepoots, the Marattas and the RohiJJahs 
** have, already begun hoftibilities in different 
** quarters, each endeavouring to aggrandize ihcm- 
fclves at the ^xpence of the Jauis. 

Before I conclude this letter, I will offer it 
as my opinion that unJefs yon avowedly oppofc 
thekihg's march with the vizier, it was better to 
concur in what we cannot picvent, without per- 
haps fubjcdting ourfelvcs to greater inconve- 
nicnces hy attempting to prevent it; if I am to 
“ believe the prefent appearances, the king is re- 
folved to commence his inarch on the auipiciou® 
day, which is the i^ih of the next moon, but 
although the terms arc finally adjufted betwixt 
him and the vizier, foch Is the difpoliiion both of 
the one and the other, that it would not furpiize 
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me If fome new obftaclcs fiiould arife. However 
I only menrjon this as a general obfervaiion ' 

“ I have only to rcqjell you will be piealc’d tq 
** fend me your orders with all expedition, and I 
jliall be happy to hear that I liave adled agreea- 
“ ble to your lentiments.*' 

To the right honourable lord Clive, prcfidcnt and 
governor, and the council of Fort William. 

My lord and gentlemen, 

** On my applying fome time .ago to Mr. Bolt*, 
to defire him to bring the people that conaplaintd a* 
gainft my Banyan, in order that they might be ex- 
amined, and if he Unew any of the inhabiiar.tt 
that haJ any complaints agatnlV me,* to Infotn’ 
me, that thev fhould be /ummoned likcwlfe, he 
replied, he propofed deferring the examination 
of the Banyan until the board’s orders were kno^Oi 
or 1 confented to the publicatton of his former 
minute, and that regarding myfelf he had nothing 
farther to offer than what he had already tnentio’'^ 
ed in his letters to the board ; except that tht pro- 
fits which had accrued on his rc-comage of the com- 
pany '5 money, murt be refunded and brought to 
ihcir credit; and that there were complaints of ihc 
badncls of tlic rupees that had ilfued from the mint, 
r.n<l uh’ch he propofed loalfay. To this anfwcr cf 
Mr, Bolt's, 1 replied, that when 1 fawanv convin- 
cing proof of the Banyans bad behaviour,' I IhnuM 
hive no ohjeclion to the minute being publilhed, 
and rcpc?icd iny requcll regarding Ins bringing ihe 
complainants, and that regarding the bafenefs of the 
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metal of the rupees, I never had had any com- 
plaints mad-: to me of it, or I ihould immediately 
have tedeefled it, and that I know of nothing I 
was indebted to the company, they having had full 
credit for each month’s revenues that I had receiv- 
ed, in Banara funnut rupees , the fpecie I had gi- 
ven the rajah receipts for each kilt j and that if 
at any time the rajah’s Ihroffs had not that fpecIc 
by them, to pay the drafts they might have ex- 
changed or rc-coined with my prople at the mine, 
aitd that any advantage of exchanges or tc coinage 
I fuppofed I had received. 

In this' hghr, my lord and gentlemen, I then 
underload it was, but on farther inquiries, I have 
tince learned that 304,875, rupees that were the 
company's 'have been re-lUmped and rc'comed j 
and that I'have credit for again thereon given me 
in the mint accounts, amounting to current rupees, ' 
7,53d 1 o, which after deducing current rupees, 
999 5 o»-* ^0*" eleven days revenues paid the king, 
allowing that time for the above fum being re- flam- 
ped and le-coined, the "balance being current ru- 
pees 6 53d 13 o. If you order it, I (hall pay 
the fame into the company’s cafli. 

I am, 

My lord and gentlemen, , 

Your moll obedient fervant, 
Randolph Marriott.” 
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The righc honourable the prefident and council 
of Calcutta were not pleafcd to give their lenti- 
ments relative to the publication which the writer 
had propolcd to have been made tlirougli the city 
ofBanaras, and which he had referred to them; 
nor did they condefeend to take any notice of Mr. 
Marriott's or the writer^s leturs, farther than by or- 
dering both to repair to Calcutta, and deliver 
over the charge of the factory to Mr. Ifaac Sage, 
at that time military paymaftcr ; though at any o- 
'ther period the fubjeaffof thofe letters would have 
been deemed of the moft matccial cotifequence to 
the alFairs of the company. 

It therefore became nccefiTary for the writer to 
give Mr. Marriott the fatisfaftion he had required, 
relative to the proofs of the other allegations con- 
tained in his letters to the prefidency at Calcutta : 
for this purpofe it was agreed to continue the con- 
fultadons, as Mr. Ifaac Sage fliould beprefunt The 
following are the whole proceedings which w ere 
held on that otcaiion ; before Mr. Marriott, and 
the writer were obliged to repair Calcutta in obe- 
dience to the order of the board. 

Extradt of a letter from Mr. Richard Becher, pre- 
fidcnt at the Durbar, to governor Verelft; as 
laid before the felcdl committee on the 8th July 
1769, relative to the trade and Rate of the 
country. 

Fort William, July, 17^9. 

At a Alefi: committee, prefenc. 

The honourable Harry Verclft, Efq* prefident* 
John Cartier, 

James Alexmder, and 
Charles, Floyer, Efquires. 

Yol. II. .22 Read 
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Read the following extras of a letter from Kich- 
ard Bechar, Efqi to the honourable prefident, 
dated at Moidapore the 7th May 1769. 

“ I now fit down to put on paper my fentlmenu 
on the prefent fituation of affairs in thele parts, and 
to point out what appear to me as neceffary fteps 
to be immediately taken for the relief of the inha- 
bitants : the cultu'ations of the country, and the 
benefit of the company, I muff beg leave to re- 
mark at fetting out, that my idea of the companj's 
valuable poflellions in Bengal is a prefen^ increale 
of revenue or inveftmenr with an apparent preju- 
dice to future time, arc deftruftive to tlie countrj, 
and not for the true intereffof our employers. On 
this bafis I (hall found my opinion, as well on the 
prefent mode of providing^the company’s io\eft* 
ments, as on the collection, of the revenues. 

Since the honourable company have been In pof* 
feflion of the Dew'annee, the infiuence that has 
been ufed in providing their invefiments and under 
their name good, on private account, has proved 
fuck a monopoly, that the Chaffars, manufadtu* 
rers, &c. have been obliged to fell their commoiii* 
ties at any price, thofc employed to purchafe for 
the Englitb thought proper to give them. Ti‘Cy 
had no choice of any country merchant; Armenian 
or others attempted to purchafb, there was an imme- 
diate cry, that itinterfered with the company's in- 
^e(lment$ this plea has been made ufe of iu oil 
quarters for private emolument, to the ftagnation of 
trade and the opprclSon of the chaffars, manufac- 
tures. 
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lures, Sic. The latter finding no free vent for their' 
commodities are difeouraged from producing them, 
and it is certain that the quaintity of Putney pro- 
duced in the dillridts hereabout, decreafes annually, 
and it is certain, that if the prefenc monopolizing 
iyftcna continues, even the company’s inveftmenc, 
will be reduced very low although all other conlidcr- 
aiions fliould continue to give way to it* fo that e- 
venin that refpeift, it becomes good policy tbadopt 
a better fyftcin, and when it is further confidered, 
that the company are now the lord’s of this coun- 
try, and the revenues flow into their treafury with; 
ms chare does not remain a doubt, chat it is for 
their true interelt, that a plan fliuuld be adopted 
whvcU would leave trade free and open, .by which 
means only proper oncouragcnisnts can be given to 
the ryots and manufafluies, to laife and make ilio 
ailbrtmcnts required for the company. — I well re- 
member this country, when trade was free, and the 
flouflflitng ftatc it was then in with concern, I now 
fee its prclent ruinous condition, which I am con- 
vinced is greatly owing to the. monopoly that has 
been made of late years in the company’s name, of 
almoft all the manufa<3:urcs In the country. ^Lct the 
trade be mads free, and this fine country will loon 
recover Ufclf, the revenues incrcafe, and the com- 
pany procure as large an inveftment as they can 
ipate money to purchafe, and thefe purchafes will 
prove a benefit to the country tnllead of tending it 
to ruin, a> they now do to demonltration. 

Gentlemen^ engaged in the mercantile depart- 
ment nny objc£t to opening the trade fro at an jp- 
prchcalion, that the branch under their manage- 
m;n: will be aflefted by fjch a flop ; It may liap- 

p:n 
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pstv the company may be obliged to pay htghvr 
price for their good*, and that their inveftmcDt mf 
lal’ fomething ihort , this Itainn by an imaied 
aUcration in the mode of providing it I lav' ihs 
ti>a^ be confeqi^cnce, altlvongh I do not believe it 
M ill , e\ en if it fhoul J, we ought not in i.i) o- 
pimon to hefitaie one moment m laying the iiads 
open, the Lompan-y paying an additional pr^ce icr 
their goods, purchaf d wiih the money of the reve- 
nues or the country they are brought in, is no ob- 
ject efpeciall) when we conflder the general faerc 
fit that \ ill accure from removing all rcftramisoT 
trade, the revenues muftincreaie as well by ihc 
additional cultivation that will enfue, as by the di* 
tics paid to the government by the natives Atrac 
mans, &c, they will then be able to purchafe goDC» 
at the firll hand, which liberty they have been de- 
prived of for foil c years, which has occafioned a. 
deercafe in the colleftion of duties on goods urdtr 
the Puchoutio of Murfhadabad, only of three huh 
of rupees at leaft per annum. The poor man rrrt- 
ed that office lalV year at two lachs, has been obU- 
ged, to fell his houft and goods to make payr^ertor 
of 170,000 rupees the ether 30,000 is a lofs cn 
the eftitratcd revenue of the year — this form but a 
frrall part of the prejudice ard lols ihataccues 
from the. prefent deftruflive lylltm of provid ng 
the company's mvtflmcnt, but they aic fo rb- 
vif;uv. that I think is unneccUary to lay moic on 
the fubjcdlj Is CQ iheobjcGion ihit the company’s 
irvclliient will fall U ort this feafon, 1 m-ll ob* 
ierve, that the late prudent relblupon of the preh- 
dent and council to lay up a fund in their trealury, 
v.ill remove that objc^ticp in a grc«c ircaluie, 
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was there any real ground for the apprchcnfion 
buc when the feafon is confidered and the large 
fums that has been early advanced in all quarters, 
for the provifion of go^s on the company’s ac- 
counts; their inveftment muCk be in fuch forward- • 
nefs that there can be no danger but goods, to as 
large an amount as the prcfidcnt and council wifh 
to have, may be cafily provided. 1 therefore mult 
think the prefenr, the propereft lime for removing 
a reftraint from trade, from which juft mcafuro 
confiderable benehts will accurc to the whole 
country, the fruits of which will be reaped by our 
honourable employers, in future without ihcir fuf- 
fenng any prefent material inconveniences. The 
ordered ilfued by the board, to withdraw all per- 
vanahs is a ncceflary ftep towards further regula- 
tion, but unlefs followed by them will anfwcr no 
good end. While ihofe employed in purcbafing for 
the company can make ufc of that plea to monopo- 
lize for their own benefit; the evil will ftUl re- 
main as bad as ever, only the advantage will be 
in fewer hands, whether the people are EngUllt or 
natives It fignifie^ httle, while the power remains, a 
difficult talk Jt will prove to break through it en- 
tirely. 

In my letter to you of the i tth of February, I 
gave It as my opinion, that the company Hiould pro- 
vide their Invcftments, by contrads with the mer- 
^chants as formerly; I dunk fo Util, that it will be 
the only mode that can be adopted to prevent an 
undue influence, being ufed under the company's 
name, and will be a means of rc-cftabliffing mer- 
chants in the country, of which you arc lenfible 
there is a great want, and that having many credi- 
table 
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table merchants and fhroffs will be of general be* 
neit , that is a fub|e£t: you and 1 may tunh * 
di courfe about when we meet my grand obj-d 
is to have the trade jmmodiatel) free, and I 
con\ey my fenttments to you now, that u 
concur with me, no time may be loft " 

The following copy of the petitions of Murny 
Begum the widow of chelate nabob Meet JafF^r 
Ally Khaw n, to the board of revenue at Murfha 
debad, ftands recorded on ihcir confultatioas 

“ It IS L.nown to all nnhs both high and lowjiril 
to all m) relations and kindred, that thirty jear> 
prior to this, Meet Mahomed JartierKhawn, when 
he was pay mafter, entered with me into the bands 
of matrimony, and intrufted me with the wholeai*- 
thority over the feraglio, in whicli no one partici 
pared, but all were implicitly under my fubjcdion 
After he was exalted to the fubahdary, my power 
and dignity every day mcrcaf(.d 1 1 ad the niai'i 
tcnanceofhis fans and when I accompanied him 
to Calcutta, the honour and dignity which I mam 
tamed, all the Englilh gentlemen are well aeqea rt 
cd with During his lifetime, after his reinhaw 
ment to the fubahdar), I ftill retained m) formir 
fupcrioriiy but when he found the appre-ach f» 
clca'h, in hojes of the bountiful favourot ihccoin 
pan), he placed my fon, Naflim al Dowlah m h» 
room, on the niulnud, and took the road to cter* 
nuy Mv Ion alfo, through the will of the 
an I the maligrarcv of h s enemies, wiihout rega* 
lin^lum'c f lo-’g widiihs pleafutcsof youth, 
cd the jo^nry of life, and be ng lucucedcd 1/ 
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Seyf al Dovvlah (who likcwife in a fliort fpace of 
time walked his hands of this tfankcnt world) I pro- 
pofed to myfelf, that if the light of njy eyes, Mo- 
barack alDowlah was, with the confenc and appro- 
bation of the EngUlh gentlemen placed upon the 
mufnud of the fuhahdery ; I would undertake his 
education and infpedt myfelf into his affairs. The 
cafe of Mobareck al Dowlah is' this, after being born 
of Bew, a concubine of Meer JafHer Mahomed 
Khawn’s, according tocuftom,commitcedlum to my 
bofom, and having brought him. up for twelve years, 
the nabob Muzzuffer Jung, has now feparated him 
from me, and has fo far inverted himfcif with the 
management of the buHnefs, that without a per- 
vannah from him, no body^can lay a hand on Aber- 
Icy Corn. He difmiffcs the old fervants at hU plea- 
lure, and appoints new ones in their' places • fuf- 
fers no one to come within my court ; and Is daily 
, putfulng meafures to effeft my degradation. He 
has to my dilhonour, publilhed that Bew the mo- 
ther of Mobcreck al Dowlah, is appointed to the 
principal authority in the feraglio, and appointing 
fervancs, flaves, eunuch, and guardians in his own 
behalf; he has ufurped the management of all af- 
fairs of the houfhold, and with a view toraife him- 
felf to the fubahdary without mentioning a word to 
me, is endeavouring to connedl Moberack al Dow- 
hh with his kindred, by bringing about the nup- 
tials between him and the daughter of Faazel ally 
Khawn, brolher-in-law to'Mahomcd RezaKhawn, 
born of a, proftitutc. You gentlemen, will 
plcafe to confider with what religion is this con- 
fiftenc ? and befides what 1 have related, he has 
aifted 3 part unbecoming a man of honour and dig- 
nity 
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nity, and expofed me to the infamy of theucrldt 
by artfully feducing from me the wife of Seyf al 
Dowlah, after hts death, and committing her to 
the charge of her father Muza Meffiteh It is al- 
moft a year fince I have received the Icaft trifle, in 
pare of my allowanrc from the company, and when 
I demand it, he anfwcrs, that of the 600 rupees the 
company have given orders that ^00 Ihould befa- 
ved, and that he would pay me the balance as foon 
as the colleftions are forthcoming, in which cafe It 
is impoflible for me to exprefs the difficulty I labour 
under, in regard to my cxpenccs j and my fer* 
vants are in the greateft diftrefs. There is nov 
no means for recovering the affairs -of the houfhold 
out of this fituation, unlefs you gentlemen of coun- 
cil will pleafe to appoint fome Mutfeddec to the 
charge of them, and foficr no one clfe to interfere. 
In the lime of 'Najam al Dowlah, when be fiift 
came CO the mufnud, it was ordained that I fhould 
have the infpeftion and fupefmtendsncy oi affairs \ 
but after my fons were of age to manage for them- 
felves they had the whole authority. Thereafoa 
of the nabob Muazafar Jung’s enmity and refsne* 
ouent Is this : when lord Clive came up the coun- 
try, he borrowed the fum of fix lacks of rupees, 
for which he gave an order for payment on Muzza- 
fer Jung : three lacks of which having been dif- 
charged to me, I paid it to Seyf al Dowlah, which 
has exalted his difpleafutc, and the remaining thrc5_ 
lacks due on that account, as well as two lacics of 
the prefent arrears, he procraftinates payment oft 
and in order to fink the money for his benefit, he 
has bound his loins with enmity to the utter ruin cf 
oiy sffshs, and to iavolre me rn dif^csce and cen- 

tempt' 
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tempt You will flcifc fo confi^er, gentlemertj 
whai the pabub Subi junr {|ordC!weJa(Ugnei foe 
the fupporc of my honour and credit % who is ho 
that counte-^fts and bppolcs his decrees ? As I 
am acquainted with the afiairs of the hou(hold, 
fearful of difeoverv, he has placed me in obfcurity, 
and appointed ignoranc people to luthoruya who 
have lengthened inc hand of ufurpatiort upon the 
treafurc and jewels, The reafon that I ha/c nec 
before rep-efented my fituation is, the nabob Muz- 
zufer Jung’s nccompanymCT Mr BecHcr, when he 
came to vjfi: me, by which means I \/as deprived 
of an opportunity of fpeaking uich him buc 
fince to my good fortune, fomcgenilsmen who are 
now armed in their Mfit adminiftered me comfort, 

I efteem It the luclvtcftof momenta and after hav- 
ing fenc way Mabcreck alDov/lah, who at other 
times never cams near me, and only accompanied 
•the gentlemen at the incitement of my cncmi“s , 
I revealed to them particular!/ the uncafvnefs ot 
my heart For your information, I ha eiiksufc 
now wrote to you the particulars rf mj caf-, m 
hopes that you would yield me red^efs, othenvifc 
I fwear by God and Jcfvis Chriftj that I will leave 
Murllndabad to go to the committee becaolc 
living m this diJgrace is vvorlb chan death ” 

Tranflaticn of an addrefs from the fame dowager to 
the board of revenues, 

“ Since I have wrote to jou a rcprefentation of 
my cafe, a hte extraordinary opprcfilon h'S hap- 
pwO'-dto me the three marker w here I received 
the cflabhlhcd dunes, and which ha e be'onaed 

Vci. ll 3 A “to 
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to mee\er fince IordCI.*'p Mr Vanfiitart, major 
Adams, general Carnac ard other Lnglilh firdars 
TheNabobMuzzaferJungbasnow ufurped Thdc 
Mahals 1 held from the company and ilieit 
iirdars, to whom my life and property belong 
Then who is he who can forcibly deprive me oi 
them ^ It IS from you, gentlemen, that I can cx 
pedt redrefs for my grievances, and to be rcfcced 
from the opprelfive hands of my enemies Agreed, 
that the Naib Subahdar be requefted to deliver m an 
anfwer on the difFtrcnc points the dowager's two 
petitions treat of, when wc will come to a refolu 
don of fettling for her, an allowance fuitablcto 
k her dignity and flatjon, and of obtaining her re- 
drefs in any other points iHaC may appear to be 
really grievances 

Mr Bolts in his addrefs to the prefident and 
council of Calcutta animadverts feverely on the co- 
venants enjoined taihe fervants of the company/ 
according to lord Clive’s new regulations 

“^^hen I w as,” lays he, ‘*cmploycdasfccondof 
the council at Banaras, the covenants reflrifting 
the receipts of prefents were fent up there to be exe 
cuted It was at a time when the fervants end 
and military, were univcrfally difguftedat the pro- 
ceedings of the committee, called fcleft , 
rruch as to have hazarded even the very being of 
the company in Hmdoflan I heard at this very 
time from ihe bed authority, that many g*nilenifn 
of the council, with fbme of the principal oflicer# 
in the army, particularly general John Carnac and 
captain Archibald Swinton, had relbivcd not to 
fign the faid covenants , and it was alfo expefl^d, 
that tnofe covenants v ould be countermanded b) 

order 
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order of the’eourt of ‘d.rei^ors. Agitated by. thq 
general difcontcnt, and in the warmth of palTion, 
1 folemaly fwear I never would fign the covenants* 
in quc^ion. Soon afttn I heard, that the gentlerjien 
of the council and of the army excepted ciptaip 
Swinton, and fot tome tirhe general Carnac, had'ac.- 
tjally fignea andrcfolycdtofign the faid covenants, 
although captain S\\inton in particular, as was 
publickly known to lord Clive and general Carnac, 
did never Cgn them, though ftill continuing in the 
company's* fervice, and having, both he and gene- 
ral Carnac ai that tline received confidcrable pre- 
fentsfrom the country ponces. 

Finding then, that of necciTity I muft either fign 
the covenants, or refign the honourable company’s 
fervice, pM I was concerned was to k(.cp the oath 
which I iiad ralhly taken, and ftiJl retain the fide- 
lity due to my employers. To avoid breaking the 
oath which I had though inconfiderately taken* I 
authorized and told my book-keeper to fign the co- 
venantsfor mein my name, at the fame time hav- 
ing them witnefTcd, as my o\\ n a6l and deed .. and 
as loch L pcrfonally delivered ihcm*to Jylr- Ran- 
dolph Marriott, who was then chief ofBanaras. 

1 then did, and now do acknowledge them as 
ray ownpCkand deed, the articles of which I was 
reiolvcd never to infringe, and as a proof thereof,’ 
very foon after the execution of thefaid covenants, 
his highncfs the riabobJSujah al Dowlah, while liv- 
ing at ray houfc at Ranaras, ofTeced me a jagueer 
of thirty thoufand rupees per annum, ?nd aifliially 
fent me a regular pervanah or grant thereof, fign- 
cd andfealed, which Iicfuftdtoaccept of ; though 
Ilhould have had as good right, as lord Clive ever 
had to that u hich he at, pretent enjoys, or as coIo- 
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nel Smith roA' prefent before me, will ever be a- 
b|e to plaim to the two lacks, which notwlthlland* 
ing hUutmofl addrefswas forced upon him hy the 
prefentimpoverKhed Mogul. emperor, who .at that 
•v^ry tipae was, as it were a pnfoner m his esmp. ' 
'I hough I acknowledged this covenant as my 
aft and deed, it was reprefented in the moll crimt- 
nal light to lord Clive by the infiduous arts of Mr. 
Sage, who to fereen his own perfidy with refpeft 
tome, endcavound by cvery^means tq biackta 
me in the eyes of my fuperiors. One fho*uId not 
Juppofe that perfons m rcfpcftablc flations flood 
'forth the proteftors of the moft infamous breaches 
of private friendlhip. My pretended Judges cn* 
tered on the confultadons a very frivolous letter 
written by me, for a particular purpofe, to Mon- 
fiBur Gentil, a gentleman protefted and permitted 
to refidc at Fyfabad, by Jofd Clive, general Car- 
nac, and many other gcnllemfn in power by whom 
)ie was employed : there it was made the foundation 
of a heavy crime againll me, though it contained 
only the Beziu new’s of Calcutta. The board was 
betrayed mto^a belief, that they can upon cccafic.n 
Tcfolve themfcKcs into a fupreme court of judica- 
ture. I was accufed of caballing againft thcflvif, 
or admlniftf ation, as they are pleakd to call their 
own aft«, and of corrcfptfnding with the country 
powers, for which I was made a pnfpncr and tran- 
fported. T he 6rft charge is abloliitely faife, ard 
conlbntly urged by a very iniquitouc admmiflra* 
tion, againil all who have the riifoluiion ta<’{ pofe 
their meafurcs. To the ftcond, I anfwtr, tiatl 
defy any man to pioJuce one Tingle infi.'incc wl vrt- 
jn that corrcfpondcncc can be cnnflructlas.i breach 
ot my loyalty as a Britilh fubjeft, or as injuno^J' 
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to the interefls of the company. Not being in tho 
fcrvice, I was no \va>sf fubje^t to the bye-laws 
made for the interior government of the factories. 
I allow that m) correfpondence may fome time liavc 
proved detrimental to individuals, whom it ma/ 
have prevented from, receiving confiderabic bribes, 
by their impoGog upon the ignorarjcc of_ihofe to 
\\ horn I wrote. 

‘ Under the head of mifmanagement, uhat I have 
laid to the charge of the prefident and council, the 
followrng fafts will how and hereafter, fuJUciently 
fpeah for themfelves The enormous baky,' or 
deficiency which, at tfiecnd oOhis fealon, will ap- 
pear in the rc\enues, wiU not be lets than from 
lixty lacks to one crorc of rupees ? although from 
reputation fake, the artifice will beagun ufed, of 
a farther polVponing of the p\onia beyond the uiual 
time, in order to appropriate the nally collefcions 
to, the redudion of {he batteia. 

“• The deficiency which will appear in the inveft- 
tnent : which though originally ordered by you 
faccording to the hiVs fent to the different aurungsy 
^for one hundred and twenty live lacks of rupees, 
yet will hot probably amount to fifty v while ten 
Ihtps ac leait will cxpcdl cargoes, and he returned 
with rdmort; half ihcir tonnage unemployed by the 
companv, and confirqucntly loft to them. 

'I he frauds, which in confcquence of inattention 
' to the tranfadions at the Durbar and Cafiimbezar, 
have been jnucduced to ihccciriment of the com- 
pany’s affairs ; as-now under the infpedtlon of tf g 
deputies iateiy ffnt.> 

Barracks, w'hich have been charged to thecem- 
pany at five timei ilicir real worth* 

Ouc 
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' 'Our charges on timber on other places, whici 
article above Hands on the company's &C0R.8 undei 
different heads, rated at about fifteen lacks ; foi 
• which there is not cxifting the intrinfic worth ol 
three lacks. Beffdes the iniquitous frauds and mif 
management In the revenues, which will hercaftei 
appear to have paffed unnoticed, and which upM 
a luture occafton I wlU undertake to pcint out. 

The fcarcity of filver, and the injudicious ia* 
troduaion of a bafe gold coin, which already by the 
rife of batta, has become a tax upon the fertuces 
of every inhabitant (now univerfally clamorous) 
.equivalent at leaft to eleven percent. A grie- 
vance 'under which the poor arc more pardcuiarly 
oppreffed, and which, if better manogemenfbe 
not fpeedily exerted, will daily increafe,- and in 
the end terminate in a lofs, to the honourable com- 
pany, of at leaft ten or fifteen lack of rupees. 

Under the head of the illegal adminiftration of 
juftlccf .In the management of the colleffcions, 
while in feme places the mmofl: rcmlfipefs isfhe'*' 5 '« 
in others the exaftions of the" harpies employed arc 
carried on with fuch oppreflion, particularly to- 
wards the poor,’ that parents have been forced to 
fell their children to fatisfy the demands made on 
them on this head. In the provihon of the con^- 
pany’s Invcftmenr, the rigorous and opprcllire 
meafurcs taken, with the manufadturers, in fQ®o 
places have occafioned winders of raw filk, to cut 
off their thumbs, to prevent them being forced tq 
work ; in other places weavers have been, by tl e 
company’s agents, publickly flogged through the 
town, and deprived jn the moft Ignominious and 
cruel ntamv.rcf what is n.oft valuable 
rheir calls, for having only dared to fell iu the 
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Bezaf a few pieces of cloth of their own raanufac-< 
tunng or providing , and the faid EngUlh agents, 
m Older to fcTcea.ihe£Rfe\ves, have after all traaC- 
ferred tbefe unhappy people to the nabob's officers 
for further pumffiment Deballs who have had 
obligatory bonds forced from their, not to furnifii 
their cloth, except to cerium perfons, at prices 
much below the market, and who have nouvicK- '' 
Handing ventured to fell then property to others ; 
when deteded they have been by the company’s 
agents imprifoned, put m irons and flogged, while 
large fums of money have been exacted Irora then^ 
by way of fines 

Under the head of committee’s pritate emolu- 
ments^ priiate monopolies have been cflabiilhcd 
by the members of the committee and council a* 
irong themfclves in fait, cotton, piece goods, falcr 
p-tre, raw filk, fugar, Scc^ in which they have 
all been^ or are more or Icfs jointly or feparate- 
ly concerned The firft as to the profits, was the 
moH confiderable of them all, and wis principally 
cilabhfiied and conduced by Mr Verclft under 
lord Clive’s fanition, who was enabled to pbn ic 
folely from the foreknowledge he obtained, as a 
memb“r of the commiitce, of the regulations 
which were to be eftablilhed The profits anfing 
on thofe monopolies alraolt exceed belief, thecon- 
cen ed having bought at 90 rupees what they fold 
for four hundred, and making the poor inhabi- 
tanispay foot rupees for the common courfe of 1 
things he would have got for one 
All thofe monopolies tended vifiWy to tne rinn 
of the country and are mfrtrgements of the rights 
of individuals, they wiUbe fuffi'-ient to evince tjiac 
tlu ufurped po s er 0^ the council and ''ommuiec is 

a rund 
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a fi iJ for the pnv itc emolument of tlic r 
b-rs no \ iy beneficial to the company’s affairs j 
It IS upforiinai^ tor the public and jle coon of 
directors, that thw above tranfacLions fliould have 
b-cn done, Owcifioncd or connived at by genilc 
II cn in their public ftations, who were Iclcctcd 
to eltablifh jufiice and equity, an I to banifiiira 
XI rapacity and co rUf-uon, on whom the 

eyCi, of mankind were fixed, as on titular faints ex 
pect d to lave a Sodom and Gomorrah from de 
llruct on 

All thefc nnd variou* other abufes tn all the 
branches ot this odious idminiltracion, gaveocca 
fion to the fbUo /mg new jaftrutuoiis of Daft India 
diredtors to ihcir prefijent and council atCalcutta. 

It having been reprefented to us that the com 
pany a ay oo grea ly benefited in the falc of broad 
cloth, iron, copper, lead and other Europcin 
commodities, by fending proper perfons to refidfr 
at Ringporc, and to explore ihe inter or parts of 
Boocan Alfam and other countries adjacunt to 
Gaolpcrah, and as you will know our earn~ft defire 
to extend the vent of the ftaplcs of this kingdom 
to as great a degree as pofiible, wc are furpnfed 
you have not already m de an attempt to procure 
thebeft accounts poiiibl", and give us your opi* 
men thereon 

On comparing the once fiourxfliing ftate of the 
commerce of Bengal, with the Viadual decline}! 

, has un-’ergone for fcveral years paff, it gucs us 
the greateff concern that lo unhappy a change 
fhould h^ve hnpjiciiHd tinJcj- q^j. iroverrmcnt, and 
at a tim- when our mPucnce oyer the whole coun 
try was fufucicntly cftabhflicd to enable ourilrv^*’^ 

to 
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to remove every vlfible foorce of this unnatural 
decay. Hence we have been led to the moll fen^ 
ous enquiries and inyclVigadon of the various caulc5 
which may have produced fuch fatal cfTctbs, aivl 
as in this lelearch there have ariCen to our view 
many evils which mu(l have brought on the pre- 
fent declining lUw ol the countty, we fi^all here 
point out luchrcmsdiesas we-^cem equally ncccf*. 
fary and cnedual for reftoring ficngal to its former 
Vigour, and to the roll cxercile and circulation of 
that commerce, from which^chc company, as well 
as the kingdom itfelf, had received I'uchgrcatand 
manifeft advantages. ' , . ** 

As freedom in trade is nccenarlly^produdlive of 
fls cncreafe, the mode of ptpviding your inveft- 
ments by Gomaftahs, mutt be a perpetual bar to 
that freedom v, hicli \sc arc (b foUcitous to cllablint f 
we therefore hereby order and direfl, ihat.yat^ 
revert to your former pradltcc of providing invefl^ 
ments by contrafts with Padney mcrchanis ; and 
in the conduit of ihfi meafurc you mult, b/ a go’ 
neral publication of our intentions Invite as great a 
number of merchants to deliver propolMs, ani^ 
make your contradts a«; extenfive as polHble, being 
‘aitcniive at the fame time, to the improvement of 
iKefcveral manufiilurcs, and, taking caic that you, 
engage only wuh merchants of good charhtter, 
and fufficiently valid foe the full performance of 
their contfaijts. ‘ ^ ‘ 

Though by cncreafing the number of Dadfiey 
merchants, the company's rifle in ihc advances it 
may be necefiary ro make, will be lelTcned, yop] 
mud however require from them a pioperand com-^ 
petent fecurity for their engagements ; as we can-> 
Jol, li, ■ ’ } ^ ' 
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pot confidcr tlie merchants being bound for each 
pthcr, as fuflicient to prevent the loifes uc maybe 
fubjett to by the failure of particular periods It 
IS no Jefs expedient that the'' Dadne) n crehant ^ 
with whom you may contradt, be liable and agree 
to fuch penalties as have been cuftomary, or rray 
be requifite, for fecuring to the company the ful 
and timelydelttery of the goads they rtiall ci gdijs 
to preside , and for preventing any atbafemeni in 
the quality, or a deficiency m the mcafiire thereof 
and thefe merchants muft alfo be bound, under 
proper penalties, not to purchale, or provide for 
any perfon whajfocvcr, luch forts and fpccies 0! 
goods and manufadures as they ihall contrafl to 
fupply for your mveftment 

Upon the revival of the ancient mode of pro 
yiding nveftmentsby Dadney merchants, yourray 
not for fbme time at Icift, be able fo procure fiem 
them fuch a quantity of goods as our occ^fions 
require, you arc m luch a cafe to open jour wa e 
houfes, for ready money purchafers of fuch ariidci 
as may be wantw to fupply the dehciencv of jour 
contradls, and rnay be fit and proper for the bu 
fopean marlcet, but as v\c arc apprehenfve tr^t 

luch’ purchafes may furnifli us with goods of lU 
common afibrtmentsonl},)oumuJb be attentive 
fccure, by yourtoniradts, a^ large a jrovifion*s 
pofiible of the beft and npprov cd fiibncl s , to th s 
injunction, wc are not only led by prcfcnl ncctl 
fity, but we afiiire ourfelvc«, that by filch means 
the manufactures of Bengal v ill fcon be rcfcrcd 
to iheit former degree of hnenefs and cllirraucn > 
fo that our Ibips may not as of late, bereturred 
CO u- wttb dsprecaicd Abricl s, fon'c of 

i‘ have 
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liave fcarce produced their original cofts, and in 
i^iele impoifanc obj ^s, vie hopc^ and cruiV, ikic 
your regard for our imerufts wvU engage you to 
^urfus luch in afures ns lliali be moftlibcly to pro- 
mote, our vievVsand afic^ogr defigns for the b.nc- 
firof die country, aswdUas the company's com- 

As th(J aim of our orders for removing from the 
Aurungs, the company s gomaftahs, and agents of 
a;/ denomination, is to relieve the weavers and 
manuf\£turcs, wfio have long groaned under the 
ppprefiion of fuch p-tly tyrants , ue earneftlj re- 
commend to you to conQder and apply tlie mo^ 
eff>.ftuai mfians to prevent die gomalhhs and agents 
bt iny perfon?, under our junfdiftion, from e'C- 
cfcifing the like abufes, exactions and extortions 
as we hive rcafon to liar have been committed by 
perfons under ianftion oF the company's name. 
"You are^lfo by raimtiining a due execution of juC- 
tice n il t fev^-ral courts throughout the provinces, 
to afford the oppreffed native-, allfucii reliefas may 
incourage them to purfue w^th alacrity their feve- 
ral occupvtio IS , and by convincing them of the 
benefits of oiir nfluercc, exuie them to rerom- 
p>,ife, by tneir i iduft-y the attenuon of their be- 
hefa^iors 

As il li impodible for us to be m nute’y inform- 
ed of the reguljtio s Lft..bhlhed by the co iftuutiori 
ot the cuuhiry, for the ftcuruy of the purlbns and 
pri:>p..rty of the naiivu mhabitanis, it muft thcrefoic 
tell on vour local knowledge, to judge of the inter- 
nal policy and if chce\ecii ivcparti ofjuftice bsde- 
Fcdtivc many point, or too confined ip yield that 
iinivi,rrdl teltcf which v/c arc lolicvov^j to obtauif'r 

cvdrf 
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be equal to ilus and you muft not fail to employ 

vour mt.ucncc wah the government, to rupplyall 

dcfccU, an.i to iiilliiute /uch inferior ordersofma- 
j’mnty k may bewanting for the entire protcfiioa‘ 
oi all ranits and degrees of the people. 

Shoultl the fuperiorcourts in’ the feveral difirlds' 
require any rcrorm, your own judgment will fug- 
gelt to you the meanj, dr.d your humanity will ex- 
cite your clTuris for pre\*cniing3ny abufes or negli- 
gences in the due courfc of julticc ; we muft how- 
cver, particiilarly recommend,* that all power of 
the judges, m impofing arbitrary fines, beimtcc- 
diaicly aboliHicd, and it will bs proper ihst 
the bunnuds 'appointing judges for the Ma- 
liomcddars, or Branuns fortlic Hindoos, be regif- 
tered in form; and that a record be made ohhe 
ichtenccs in the nabob s courts; one copy to b# 
Kept in the cutchcry, and another tranfmitted to 
MurniaJabad. 

- As it may happen that the procefies of the 
courts, while they aim at the remedy of one cvi), 
may c productive of another, you muft enjoin 
our Icrvants; wherever they JbalJ be ftatloned, to 
recommend in all matters of property between the 
natives, that they adjufl their differences by arbi- 
tration, mllead of legal fuiis, which may involve 
r#.ir trouble and expence. And having 

realon to apprehend, that the abufes of the coun* 

fecurlrv^^f parties to give 

UtnHir “'■^“t-ation, have tended great- 

voii m, deciding differences, 

} ou muff ufe your influence w ith ihc^govcrnment 
• for 



for the abolition of ihc chouf, enatftcd by tHs 

couns in calcs of arbitration. * ' 

Fromaconvt'ibion, that the itioft effe^tuzl mcani 
to reftore and invigorate the trade of Bengal, ‘ will 
be the opening of every proper channel tor its cx- 
tCnfion, and gtving it that general freedom wlucK 
is fo nccefTiry to encourage the indullry,' and at- 
tnCt the attention of the nauves, we can no longer 
permit our fcrvanis, of any rank or ftailon hate- 
ver, to en]oy the privilcgeofduflocks. And here 
when we lpe«»k of duftucks you arc ro onderftand,’ 
not only dutlucks, but pcrvanahs» orders, letcersj 
or any other powers or favours which may be con- 
ferred 5 or which can In any way yield an influ- 
ence or fupenonty in favour of one more than ano- 
ther, and this without the kaftdtllmOkion to nation 
or complexion. 

It is therefore our pleafure, that all duHucks 
be Immediately vvithdiawn, and that native mer- 
chants as well as Europeans, under our prnicdlion, 
may have every excitement to extend their views 
to rhe inercafe of that commerce which we have 
rCctfon to f?;3r. Ins been long languidimg under 
thofe dircouragcfncntj which the privileges of our' 
, fcrvanis have enabled them to lay on the general 
circuliuonof trade. 

Eerfuaded as we are, that the internal traffic of 
Bengal has received farther checks from the duties 
which are levied^ and the cxaftions which are im- 
• poTed at p-tty chokeys , we politively dircdt that 
no luchthockeys be fuffered to continue, on any 
pretence whatever, to impede ihs courfe of com- 
merce from one part of iho provinces to another. 

^ ' fr 
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I It IS how^^cr neceflar), that tbc mne ge cr t 
fchockcjs \\hich have bcea cJlab’jfhed far cor'd- 
ing the duties payable to the fircar,(bouId remi n, 
and thofe onij . and that a perfon on the part of the 
nabob (hould refide_^it each cbocke^, to recuve 
the uiual t^rd eClablifhcd tolls, and that one or 
more of our civil lettant*:, on behalf of the com 
panv, as dewanc, ihould be ^btlo^cd av c-ch 
cho^.k.‘*y CO fjperintcnd the receipts, Lc^p frop“r 
regillers of all collections, and cAe care that dj 
impolitions or irreguUnttcs be conraitted ana 
jou are to g ve the moft peremptory and poGn e 
orders for trcir lending to the p eCdenc) monthly 
accounts ot tie coll-ctions, nnn-tely fp“CJi)in 3 f 
the namsaot t^'c fever J perloos yrho may tf* 
du J8S , the number of boats , the quality .»nd 
quantity of t le goods , t’'e name of the pcrlon to 
whom fuch goous belongs , il e da) of paymenti 
and the time fuc* ca goes a s detail “d, and whe^ 
difpar^hed, with a full and ample ftata of dl 
tranfaCbions whatever TSefc accounts are to be 
tranTmut-d wuhmicn days, after the cxpir-tionof 
each month, to the boa d of re enuc, who are to 
lupcria cad ih'ic co-dut^, ^nd from ira- to tune 
give them fuch diieftions as they Ihall think tie* 
ceflar) 

As we urder<f->nd, that the fubjeers of oJi't 
Europ-aa n-uors inouA chi n a right to 
duftucks, have corfuntl/ paid a ccnILnt reguU* 
ted tod at the general cloc^keys, che accullonei 
duties mud be collected fromthtm, by thegoverr 
taent in thu manner hitherto pr-cafea , lor it i» 
out poiliivc injuncicn, that ro eitraordinarv toII» 
be levied, and no obilructions or unncc-iTarv dc- 
. lays 
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hysbe 'given to^ilfelr pafiage,’ fo that they may not . 
have any Juft caufc to tx)mplaift of arbitrary pro:- - 
cecdings/ Of ^any undue exeralc of dur- power aS 
dewans/ *■ ' , - ■' t 

With refpedt to the natives and* all * thofe Under 
pur jurifdiftion, we further direct that no opprcf-' 
ifions or impediments be laid on their irafTic up and 
down the riverj'but that upon tkir conforming* to 
ancient cuftomsand paying *the t^ftablifucd duties^ 
the paflage of their goods be facihiaccd by all pof- 
fibledifpacch.' -• - •' J .... * j 

Senfible that the abolition of the duftucks may 
deprive feme of our fervanil of advantages, which 
they may not have forfeited by any abuleof fuch 
privilege, \vg fiiall not be inattentive to fome pro- 
per'nieans of. extending our favour to them. We', 
therefore dired, that for a!) duties which may be , 
paid by our fervants of the fcvcral ranks to which* 
\ye before allowed the ufe of duftuc\ts, certificates’ 
be granted them by the colled:ors at the eftabhlh- 
ed chockeys J and upon their making afBdavit,> 
that the goods on vvhich'fuch tmpofts were Icrie^f 
were on their own account, and not direi^ly or in-^ 
diredtly the property of any other perfon w harever,‘ 
you are to tranfmit to us ao account, 'for one year,” 
of all fuch cenlhcates, dUlinguiOicd' under the dif** 
forent ranks and denominations of oar refptchivc- 
fervants j ihc-bettcr to enable us to judge what’ 
gratifications may be proper to befiow; afsa in- 
citement to' their diUgcncfe,' and to the tiichfu! dif- 
charge of their feveral duties- • . 


Another means to revive thsdrcspfog commerce 
?>f Bengal, is to cftabhfo a ^eeinrvrcowle with tk- 
fhore difiant princes and the terrkcries of Su*>h- 



• t 372 5 

Doulah, and here we are led to remarkj that »\ 
by the eight article 6f our treaty uiih thaiSulxlahaf 
in 1765^ It had been ftipulatcd, that the company 
fhoujd have a tr-de duty free throughout the whol: 
of Ins dominions, the canceling of that article, fay 
a general prohibition of anyr further trade to hi 
country^ appears to have been equally unadiifej 
and unncccllar) Tins prohibition is the xnoreex 
traordinary, as we no where find that Sujah «I 
PowUh had ever requefted you fo,todo, or even m 
timated any complaint of the abufe of that article, 
but what wai of a pruAie nature, and might haic 
been obviated by the authority of our prclidentand. 
{rouncil, without having recourfc CO a remedy fo 
impolu c and pernicious, as depriving the company 
of the advantages which were to bt expefted from 
a free trade to his dominions, right inrorm4tioa 
and experience have convinced us that all the an 
cient profpemy ofindoftan did entirely depend on 
the freedom of dealings, under fucb reftn^wns 
only as were necclTary to prevent frauds 
, The mifconduft of ourlcrvants in this refpectis 
aggravated by a confcquenual lofsof aopcrccnUD 
the falcs of a great pan of our e'fpori<;, and fo far 
are they from having any pita ot mifconftrLdion 
of our Orders of the 17th or March }'j 66 fh^t 
thev were then cxprcf>ly directed to make the cx- 
icnlion of the tale of woollens and European goods, 
the, principal object of the eighth article of the 
treaty. Wc ^therefore hereby require you to re- 
voke the prohibition which has been ifTucd, and 
to open an t tvjend, toilieutmoft of your ponefi 
that commerce to which wt were intulsd by the 

jUru- 
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■ffi^iobtlon in 1765, and which has beta' rtnevvcd 
•and coijfirmcd us by a fubfequent tteacy. 

Convinced of ih? benefits %\hichinuft refultboth 
to the company and the province of Bengal, from 
fuch mtercourle of traffick* ic muft be your care, 
to avoid giving Sujah al Dowlah the leaft reafon 
to dcfire the revocation of his grant, in a diminu- 
tion of its effects in any ope inftancc. And while 
our views herein are no ways to mterferc with the 
orders wc Ijavc given for rcftd^ling the reffdence, 
of frcc-merchants to the picjidcncy/we cannot ap- 
prehend that any abufc of thofe privileges of a free 
trade will prevent the fubahdarfrom fecondingour 
defigns, and affording us an advantage which 
muff lend to Ins own as wcU as the company's ‘m- 
tettft. And 5 our purpofe may be more eafily ob- 
tained and better effc^cd by proper regulations ; 
you will recommend to Sujih al Dowlah the efta- 
bUChing of one chockey on the Caramnaffa, at tho 
Ironuer of hrs territories ; and thar permits be there 
granted, giving an cjceinption to all boats pafiing 
tint chcckcy into his dominions, from any furthec 
fcarch, hindrance or molcftation. 

When \;c advert to the encomiums you have 
pafTcd on your own abilities and prudence, and on 
your attention to the company’s intereff, in theex- 
poftuhtion you have thought proper to make cn 
our appointment of commidioners to fuperintend 
our geaeral aifuts in India. .We c.innot but ob- 
ferve with aftonithmenc, that an event of fo much 
much impornnce, as the death of the Nabob Sey£ 
al Dov/Iah, and the cffabUlUment of a focceffioa 
i’l fo great a d-grcc of non-age, fbouU not havo 
been ailunded \.'Uh thofe advantages for the com- 
Voi.. II, 3 D p^y> 
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pany, wUh fuch a circumftance offered to )0’J^ 
View. 

\yc mean not here to difapprove the preferving 
of the fuccefCon in the family of Mcer Jaflier , cn 
the contrary, 'both Juftice and policy recommend a 
mcafure which at oncccorrelponds with thecuftoms 
and inclinations of the people in Bengal, but when 
w? confiderthe flateof minority of the new Subah* 
dar, we know not on ivhat grounds it could ha\c 
b?en thought necedary to continue to him the ill- 
pend alioted to lus adult prcdeccfibrs. 

Convinced, as we arc, that an allowance of fix* 
teen lacks per annum, will be fufiicient for thefup* 
port of the nabob’s (late and rank, while a minor^ 
we muft cojifider every addition thereto, asfo much 
to be wafted on a herd ofparafytcs and fycopbants, 
who vvill continually furround Jiim ; or, at Icaft to 
bCf hoarded up, a confcquence ftill more pernici- 
ous to the company. ,You are therefore durTng 
the non*sge of the nabob, to reduce his annual 
ftipchd to fixteen lades of rupees : and tills wc 
we have the greater rcafon to require, as we find 
ourlclvcs flibjccled to the payment of large fums, 
due from the revenues of the dewannee before the 
company became polTcflcd thereof, on account of 
the navy donation, and the arrears of that to the 
.army, the balance due for the rcftitutlon to the 
Ltitopcans, colonel Munro’s demand of two lafks, 
the cjeot due to Bo!Mkyd.ifs and the annual fum of 
one lack, for tcn’jears, which we have agreed to 
pay to juggui Seat ; all v.hlcn, rrefs on us vrith 
liichuniti.d force, that our treafures will be una- 
ble to faiiSij thcltfftvcraldcnnnds without wound- 
ing our comnicr^.ial mtcr.Ils and endangering our 



pofTeffions' in'. Ben^l. Being, one? relieved front . 
this load of incumbrances; tHe favihgs-'we' may ' 

expccil fro'rn - this rediriftibn. wr/i -praper/y pscom^ 
a fund for iniiitary exigencies j which fund ‘being 
folely 'applicable' to the defence of the province^, ‘ 
will contribute no lefs’io tHc.nabob’s future Bene- 
fit than to'ihat bf-the company. ' At a’ time when 
everyjulHfiable m'eafurc fltbuld. be adopted for a- 
Vailingthe public and the company of. all the. ad- 
vantage \vc had In prolpeil from our pofieflioii of 

■ the dewajihec, we cannot bqt refleft bn the diffipa- 
tion of a confidcrable part thereof, by;ihe‘ aliow- 
ance to the nabob’s mimllers. v 

■ And here.wemuft obfc'rve, that how great foc- 
yer the application ofMahomihcd Reza Khasvn,an’d • ' 
his adherence to the' company’s ihtcreft niay hay's 
»been, his rewards Have been more lHan‘ adequate, 
thereto: arid as'diebufinefs of th'e colIeifbfons''of 
- our revenues; wlicn ihey.fliall have been thbrougH* 
I’y invcftigaced by the fupervifors appointed -for 
that pufpofe, will /require lUtlc' or no atiiftance 
from that mtnifter; we- muft dcem'the contihu- 

■ ance of his prefenr falary as a wafte of ihefc rcibuf- , 
CCS which are become fo eflentially neceflaryj both 
for thefecurity of our pqfleflions, and theexten-- 
fion of your inveftments; *' It Is- therefore ourplci-' 
fore,' that.' the- annual allowance of nine' lacks, ■ 
\vhich he has hlthcrtb enjoyed, be no longer con- 
tinued to him. But as- the minority of the nabob 

' will make U ' reqelfite for you . to appoihtj as his" 
guardian, a psrfoii of experience in ' the affairs of 
government, and of '-approved attachment rb th'c- 
company's intcreft ; your choice niuft reffon Ma- 
• hommed RezaKhawjt, and'you arc ' to allow KrmV 
' ■■ ■ • whiUt. 
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whilft in tlatftaiion, a filary of (iie lads of™, 
pees per annum, uhich we confidcr not only as 
iiutabJe to fuch a ftation, but as a munjficentre 
ward for tnc fcrviceshe may render tie company 
in the CNccution o/his o'Kcc 
The annual allow ince to Juggut Seat, as alHft- 
ant to Mahomet Heza Khawn, has been dram on 
our revenues, without the Icaft benefit from his sd 
mmiftrahon , for ue are well aflured, tliathe has 
never afforded us a iinglc inftance of fcrvtcc, h;s 
allowance therefore muft bctimme^iaccl/ ftruck 
off 5ut with regard to Roydoolub^ though \\c 
cannot expeft from him ariy fcrviccs equal to hij 
prefent appointment , yet m conffdeiation of the 
part he has long held in the affairs ofgovernmenti 
and his advanced age, weare difpofed to continue 
thq falary he never enjoys But on his death,* thiv 
allowance is not to be given to any perfon white- 


As the redudlion of the nabob’s ffincnd u stl* 
ventitious and temporary, wc by ro means intend 
that the comimfljonof two and one half percent, 
granted to our fervanrs, on our territorial reve- 
nues, fhoud be increafed by this alteration, and 
thirty fix lacks, 

inuft ffill be deduced from the grofs amount of 
tliefe revcnqes. In like manner, no commiffion muff 
be drawn on, the Aims which may be retrenched 
from the appointmepts to the nabob’s miniffers 
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urn*?, tocleiT the balance unpaid to the claimar^t^ 
of the feftuution fund» iti {uch proportions as the 
fefpeflive cliims maj bear to each other, until the 
whole Jhall be difchargcd but you are to lahe 
pouce that the pnncipal only ofthe fums doc from 
the fircar arc to be confidered, and allowed m the 
payments here ordered 

The advantnges \ hich mull accrue to the com- 
pany from the.reridencc ofrhebmg within our pro 
vinccs are^ both in the view of treonomy and found 
policy, too obvious to need any illulbation , this 
objeft therefore exafts yourmoll fenous attention, 
and acquires every judicious eflbrt, which cm im- 
prove his confidence in our attachment to him, and 
thereby the bett“r cogago his compliance with ouc 
wifltes m this refpeit 

this pome IS equally delicate and important, 
we recommend to you, to lay bold of ilio firfl: fa- 
vourable opportunity which fhall offer for an over- 
ture CO the ling on the fubjc«ft, m winch we doubt 
not but yourown judgment will fuggclV to you the 
expediency of reprefenting all iha bentfirs his ma- 
jefty will find, from haMng the forces of thu com- 
pany nearer his perfon, and ready to unite on any 
occafon, In fupport of our alliance with himj with- 
out being obliged to march through territories of 
any one who may be difpofcd to tike advantage 
of our Ctuation, any accidental circumftancc of 
weaknels and diftrefs 1 o this plei, muft be added, 
the ill effeiis of the continual drams of the fpecie 
in Bengal, on account of lus annual tribute , which 
When carried beyond , your poffeffions, muffin a 
great degree, be loft to tb? neccfl<.ry circu’auon. 
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and may prevent that punctuality in our Kra'wj- 
CCS, wljich wi have hitherto mamtained; andtni): 
Jn time vyholly incapacitate us from fulfilling tr: 
ilipulations we are ibdciirous to preferve invio'stc. 

Thcfe and fuch farther arguments, as fhall sp* 
pear molt conducive to the end, will, we hope p'c* 
vail on the king to eftablilli his refidence at 1kg;- 
jpahl or Monghcer, or iuch otjier place, wiiaa 
the provinces as maybe thought molt proper' kr 
the purpofe, and molt likely to prcfer^'c to us ih: 
influence which Is lb clJcntial to the company >wch 
fare. 

The political intereftof the company maheui 
no Icfs folicitous to obtain, from Sujah al Dovdab, 
on exchange of the territories of BuJwantdngfbrdt 
provinces of Korah and Illahabad, now held IcT 
the king, as by fuch exchange, our fronltcf> ^^o'•U 
be more eafily defended, a greater Influence v.cMli 
be preferved by us over the neighbouring po^e h 
and we might polfibly be reheved frum the cecell.* 
ty of keeping. up lb large and expenfive a milit-r/ 
cftablifliment, ss \re have at prefent in Bengal*^ 
\Vc arc not infenfiWe of the difficulties 
may oppofc your^ncgociaiions on this fobjrd. 
Thefc however, v/j penuadc ourfelvcs^ may m nn'' 
be overcome by a proper attention on the pait>^i 
our fervants, and by their availing ilicmfclv'cs c( 
the circumflanccs which may occur, cither in fvs 
fltuailon, dtfirts, projctfls, temper or wants of ihs 
prince, and wc recommend to you to lay hold « f 
c\cry oj.por;,.r.ify which nny olTcr for acconipfi*^** 
mg by a frier, uk regoention^ fb dcfirable an ctI* 

I here I, another objeci of the mull cuc-itial cu-'u 
let^ucncc, wh.ch calljlorth the uimoll cxcititnnl 

)cvr 



your aVilUlesv v/e mean ihe^obtalning from Sujaji 
al powlah the'abfolute'ceffioh -to us of the fort of 
Chunar*.- 

' , As we have experienced the ftrength'of this for- 
trefs 'and are^fenfible of the va(t importance, ilia 
^/leffioh o/ir would 'be to 'the company, you muft 
ufe ’your utmoft cndeavoprs‘to;acquIre bx friendly 
means, ^vhat could not be retainedAvlthoucyioIence.^ 
\Vc therefore enjoin you' not' to l.eave iineflayed- 
any ciFott', which prudence can fuggeft, for . ob- 
taining from Sujah al Dowlih, the ccillon of Chur- 
nar.lfotf*, ;buc-'as' our 'vkw. is tq'acquire it^by 
treaty. not by force; and confideringalfb the fituaf 
tion> power and, influence of this’’Subahdar ;"you'r’ 
ifegociations muft' be conducted* with the' greatefl: 
Caution' , and delicacy ; and'you 'mufl: ftrive, by^ 
every fair and honourable rneab's,' to ftrengihen his- 
fricndlhip, and. engage his cbnfidencei neverthelefs/ 
youmiift' not abate of your attention to all hhrm'oci-; 
.qns, nor forego' any opportunity to' imprels ’.him 
.with an oplnipn of our activity ’and power.^' ' ' ' 

■ ' here we'- take occafion to obferve, ^ that 
Hiould we at, any time obtain fronfi hirn the ceflign 
,df this fonrefsi you muft not fail to' ' keep. Ln it a' 
ftrojig garrifon of Europeans, under the command 
,of an able and ' experienced officer, which fuclv 
pqflelTiob would enable you to do, (ince the fccu- • 
rity vvhich 'our pqffeffions would thereby receive, 
would admit ofa redu&jon in our other' garrifohs. 

Senfible of the difficulties which’ oppofed your 
.endeavours to obtain thp removal of Monlieuf 
^ Gentil, from, the court 'and 'councils of Sujah al 
Powlahi’wc approvc of the delicacy with- which' 

you'- 
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you have ai^ed towards the vuicr, in jour rrqv.[* 
litions’ on this fubjed, but as w c cannot iee a p erfai 
of the ahlUtUs of Monlicuf Gcnti!, (a natural 
my of this nation, as tvell as of the company) cua- 
linuing in pofitffion of a power to promote the <ie* 
figns of France, and not be alarmed for the confe- 
quenccsofhls inBuence at the Subahdar’s cout, 
)ou muffthercforc. Jay hold of the frft favoLral'c 
opportunity to renew your requeft to Sojah si 
powlah, to remove Monficur Gcniii from his fet* 
Vice. 

P’rom the tenderncls and caution obfened ia 
your former applications to the vizier, wc cannet 
doubt, but that you will condudb yourfclvcs wills 
equal circ'unifpedUon on any future occafion, more 
cipechily as the other interfiling points which joa 
will have to tranfadt with him render it cFentull/ 
neceflary for youio conciliate hisaSc^'on andea* 
gigc his confidence in ouralllancc, whereby he msjf 
be the more readily dlfpofcd to comply with out 
defircs rcfpcdling other important objcCls, as Mch 
as ihcdifmilUon of Mr. Gentll. 

Your reprefentation of the^iftrcfTcd fiatc of tlj 
furviving family of Serftaz Khawn, has excited 
in us fo great companion for them, on account tjl 
the prefent reverfe of their former fplcndor antiaf* 
iluence, that ;\e afient to the addition of one thou* 
fanJ rupees per month, which you ha'C made to 
the allowance before granted to that family', on the 
rcfcrvaiion of their talcok to the foie ufe and be- 
nefit of the company, 

j\ s the Tc-annc 5 king to the re t enucs of the Suresr, 
the jiguccr of rupees 22,000 per annum, wh eh 
hai .1 been fettled on Maharajah Durgcnaram, hij 

reduced 
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reduced him a ftatc of indigence, weareiil^ 
clmed, from the lue iroiivts ot compaffion, to 
lUcrt our wow from milma-oagcmenc which 
occa/ioned his preftnt unh-ppv ciroumlhnces In 
confideration therefore of his diftrcfs, and the fervi- 
ccs which his brother Kamnaraw has rendered 
the company , we atTcnt alio to the al’owancc of 
rupees 1200 per month, yanied by you to the 
Mahoraiah for his lupport 

In order to determine your powers for fending 
ihome ptrfons who may have infringed the rights 
of thecompany , or adlcd m defianco of the autho- 
rity vefted by us in our (crvancs , wc herew ith 
tranfmic a duplicate to our prehdent and council* 
a particular powetor commiifon, under the com- 
pany's feal for that purpotc, and as you will 
thereby fee how fir our fetvants arc )uilvficd la 
fciaing and fending to England any of his ma^e- 
Hy’s fobjcfts who may violate the rights and privt- 
leges granted to the company by fundry a£ts of 
parliament, wt, referyou to the fame for you gui- 
dance 

lo remedy fc eral defers in the engagements 
vvhicli we Invc been formerly cmc-ed into with us, 

' by ourfervants both civil and mil tarv» and fur- 
g<^ns, free merchants, free manners ai)d others 
that are no v or may hereafter b- cmpUiycd by the 
company, or permuted to refide in India, under 
our licence, and protedtion, we have though': pro- 
per fwuh the advice of our iUnding council and 
folicitor) to add lomeclaufcsio the covenants, ufu- 
ally entered into bv the Civil and military fcr\ ants 
ai^d free merchants, in order to uftrain them from 
Vol n ^ 3 D affiit.. 
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.aflilUng foreign companies^ or fupplying country 
po\\i.rs w iih warliVe (lores, a«‘d to ^rtvcnCjika 
from remaining in Indu beyond a time limited, -(• 
ter proper nonce given them to depaic. 

With the fame view we have thought it necsf* 
fary, that all furgeons and frcc-manners Ihouli ca- 
ter into covenants with the company, nearly taiU 
like effedt as the relindtive daules abovc-ff^a- 
tioned. 

But that all our civil and military fervancs sed 
furgeons or affiftant furgeons, as likcwife the freej 
merchants and frcc-marmcrs now in India, may ts 
put upon an equality in their covenant engage* 
ments with the company, with thofe who (haiig^ 
from England hereafter, we now fend you fuch a 
number of covenants, as upon a calculation made, 
we deem lutKcitnt to be entered into byihcperfims 
_ under the above dcfcriptions that may be employed 
in, or rcfide at oc under our prcfdency 'at Ben- 
gal. Upon the receipt of thefe advices and core* 
nants, it is our pofitive order aod direifticn, that 
each of the above defcribed perfons be requaed 
to ixgn one of the laid covenants according to th« 
rank and ftation he may be in ; and Ihould an/^ 
perfon refufe a compliance, wall this our order it 
he Is in our fcrvicc, he mult be dlfmifled therefrom, 
and fcnc home, or if one under our proiediWj 
fuch protection is to be withdrawn from him, 
the petfon for refulioj; to be fent to England, (ard 
here 1 C is needful to obferve,) that you mult ecjOi^ 
each pcrio'i to olclirc tuo relponOblc perfons n' 
England to enter into the following fecunty 
bonds. 
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Thebond forthcgovcnor isiobe in £ 10,000 


linch counlcUor - - - - 4000 

Each fenior merchant - - 3000 

Each junior merchant - « - - 2000 

I^ch tailor . , - - - 1000 

Each writer . - - 500 

Ench furginn or afiiftant - _ - 1000 

Each free merchant , . , 2000 

Each free manner - - ■» 500 


As the famine of Bengal though fubfequent of 
lord Clive’s adminillranon, was the confequence of 
thefyftemof monopoly which he had introriuctd, 
and which opented on the principal company sfer^ 
vants in Bengal Come years after his lordlhip’srcfig- 
nation of the prefidtncy, we Ih'tll here fubmit to 
the judgment of our readers the e-tradts from the 
general Utter ssnwen by the court of Eaft India 
diredfors to rheir prefident and council at Calcutta, 
“At a lime when a famne uis depopulating a 
country with which wc arc fo immediately con- 
nedlcd, and m the profpenty whereqfwenre deepljr 
intcreftcd, e cannot but highly approv e every w ejl 
meant and generous effort to reheve the mifenes of 
the poor inhabitants , by whom n a fpecial manner, 
the calamity muft have been expcricrccd in all its 
dreadful confcqucnces And as we enjoy a very 
lingular plcafurc in commending tnofe of our fer- 
vints, whofe attention has been turned towards 
alleviating ihu general diftrcfs , fo ire ve hllcd 
with liie greatelk indignation on finding a charge 
exhibited agiinll anypcrlbn whatever fbut cfpeci- 
rll> natives of LnghndJ lor monopolizing grain , 
and thereby aggra.ating the woes, and po doubt 

incrta- 
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incrcafing* ilie numbers of wretched mortals la- 
bouring under the moft asvful circuniftanccs whicl] 
could poflibly bapprato any people wliailocver. 

We are led to thcfe.reflexions by perufing ths 
letters from Mr Becher and Mahommfd Rezq 
Khawn, which accufe the gomallahs of bng- 
lifh gentlemen, not barely for monopolizing graio, 
but for compelling the poor ryots to .fell even the 
feed requifite for the next hafveft. It was mtcral 
for us to expedbj upon reading the above advice?, 
thatthe ftridteft enquiry inig the names and ftaii; 4 
0ns, would have been the immediate confeqiience,* 
and that the moft exemplaiy punilhment had been 
inflvftedupon all offenders, v/ ho could dare tocoun- 
tcradl the benevolence of the company, and cn- 
tertafn a thought of profiting by the uniyerfddif- 
trefs of the milerabic natives, whofe dying cries, ij 
is faid were too affcdting to admit of an adequate 
defcriptlon I 

You will judge from hence, how great wuft 
have been our furpnze on obfcrvmg, that upon a 
general charge of this nature having been made, 
and notone mme fpecififd, you never entered into 
any enquiry at all about the matter •, and what 
feems equally flrvngc and abfurd, you, m general 
terms, tell the refident at the Durbar, he may der 
pend on your corpwiience in evciy mealutc iha- 
may tend to relieve the diffrels of the poor, m this 
time of dearth I and yet rejr£t the only particular 
remedy pointed out, and reconiincnded by him for 
that purpofe^ and on this ovcafion, nc muH rf' 
mark, jhat whatever other expedients might hava 
been applied, none could, m our op nion. In'® 
^crated more fpccd^lj or cjGc^uihy, than tha; 

fuggcll- 
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iggefted by Mr. Becher, as totally prohibrting al|j 
iiropean? in their private capacity, or their go-* 
laftah-;, from dealing in rice during the fcarcicy of 
lat article. But a$ part of the charge fets forth 
ijat the ryots were compelled to fell their rice to 
hefe monopoliaing Europeans, we have reafon to, 
Lifpeft, that they could be no other than peifons 
if fome rank in our fcrvice j otherwife we appre- 
lend, they wovjld not haveprefumedon having in- 
luencc fufiicienc to prevent an enquiry into their 
)roccedings, in cafe they were hardy enough toat- 
emptthe oppreffion of the natives, or to monopo- 
J2e tlie neceBanes of life j for though thefe prac- 
;ices are at all times unwarrantable and- very de-. 
ilruflive, they were rendered e.'tceedingly fb by the:, 
jnhappy 'Circumftanccs of the provinces at that 
unftgre. 

“Wo do therefore pofiiivclv' direct you to exa- 
mine impaTiially the above charge, which we can- 
not foppole would have been made, if, there had 
been no foundation at all for it; and we diredh, 
that whoever may be found guilty of a conduct 
which appears to us fb unworthy, be forthwith dif- 
fniifed from our (ervice, (or deprived of our pro- 
teftion if not in our fervice; and fent to Europe, 
as uarning to all perfons pot to contribute towards 
opprefTing the poor, which weare determined never 
to permit whild in our power to prevent it, nor to 
fpaxc iheoffcndcts, whenever we may be able to 
detect them. 

‘ The numberlcft complaints which you fay you 
have recched from the merchants at Calcutta, rc- 
fpefting the laic trade, and the pervanahs granted 
Vpder the fcal of Mahommed Reza IChawn, for q 

mo* 
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monopoly of tlie trade for three year',' exhibit a 
feheme lo contrary to our exp edtations, fo oppoCtj 
to our inicntions, and fo contiadidlory to our poii- 
tive commands, that nc can by no means jpprou 
your lenient condijft, cither towards Mahommtd 
Rera Kliawn, or Tillac Uam : ilic latter of uhom, 
under diflerent zemindars, v/as, jt Teems, the man 
appointed to be the adtual monopolift of that am* 
cie. We are well perfuaded that Mahomroed Re* 
zaKhawn could notfac foTcahly impofed upon as he 
pretends to have been, by perfons who are laid to 
have folicitcd the pcrvnnahs It is not at all pro- 
bable, that he could believe the fait worKswtre un- 
occupied, wlultt fo many merchants were csen 
clamorous for a Ijliarc in the trade. But Juppofing 
ho had believed it, as he owns lie was at that time 
in Calcutta, his plain duty was to have reprefintcd 
the matter directly to our governor and councilj 
and not toluvegranted very extraordinary privilege* 
to individuals^ in -direct coniraditftion to the com- 
pany's orders, with which lie was perre£lly nc* 
quamted. But it appears to us very probable, that 
Mahommed J^era Khawn's undue influence had 
totally difeouraged the merchants and it is no 
svondcr they becarne vilfing to receive back the 
money, when they rould no longer indulge an ex* 
peftaiion of obraming- any fait : ’but we obfi.rve, 
however, that they were as upable ro recover thtir 
advances, as to profecute iheir trade 

As Mahommtd Reza Khawn had the exprefs or- 
ders of the company,* and the regulations of the 
committee before bun for bis gOidance ; wears 
greatly aftoniihed that lie fiiould prefiime on fuen 
Iriiolous pretences, to'difjbey the one, and to 
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tonll) difrcgiK-i ihu other , and it is impodlblr, 
afur detecting lum m Inch conduct, thic we ihould 
any longer oonliJtr him as a proper object of thac 
toll ccnhJencc hitherto repofed in him We have la 
this tranlaaion the plamelt proof of lits fecrctl) coun- 
teracting our pofmve commands, an i we muft 
conclude, that hevwiU notfcmpkto repeat the Cams 
practices wherever felf interelt and a favourable 
opponunit) concur for that purpofe, 

• It was highly unjult to ccnecmn Mahomm-'d 
tleza Khawn on this ground, becauf, he could 
lvnA,w no more of ihc company's oiders than thejr 
ruling lervants were pleaftd to cntrull him with, 
who moll probably v/erc ihcmfclvcs parties con- 
cerned. 

Thu diminution of il c duties on fait is fo very 
confidcrable, that wc cannot but u''prefs our afto 
nithmunc at your declared ignorance of the cauls 
thereof, and ahhoogb the refuit of yourexamina- 
lion in^o ihe conduct of the Fousdar of Hoogly, 
may in fome degree, enable you to affign realoas 
for the great lots luftaincd by the company on this 
account , }ec we carnoi but b- of opinion, il at the 
pervanahs granted by Malommcd Reza Khawa 
tor A monopoly, nave fo powerfully operated in 
reducing the rev enue anting trom ialt, as to render 
It ncceiury for you to turn yoar enquiries to that 
quarter 1 he cafe is plain., and the deJinftion by 
no mcansfoiced Hoi/ iccould be deemed fo lit- 
tle worthy your notice, we aie at a bfs to con- 
ceive, or how you cou'd advert to the faet of fait 
being monopolized under the e.vpref, auihoritv of 
Mah( mined Keza Khawn, and not be aware the 
coidequence, n..njcly, that he having prefuired to 

irarl- 
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ftaiirgrersthotompjny’icommands.wourdalfoOTn 

liimfclt' of his llation, and I'crecn his agents fro.a 
paying duties, or compel them to compound witll 
Jiim for the fame, to the damage of the company. 

iolioltous as wo arc, that the inland trade in fait, 
beetle nut, and tobacco, Ihould be fecuted fiom 
the evils which would attend a monopoly of th:lc 
articles, were _ the fame carried on cither by hu- 
or natives, we cannot but be pleafed to 
find that^ out intentions in this refpeft communi- 
cated in our orders, have been publifted by you. 
And as the inftruflions wc tranfmitied to our com* 
milfioners will convince you how much we have ac 
hear: the abfolucc freedom of this trade (fubuft 
only to Juch duties as wc are are aflured will be far 
Irom di«re/nng-chc inhabitants, that they will bs 
«nfible of the fuperior benefits we are anxiousthey 
inould enjoy under the influence of our govern- 
ment,) we therefore deem it unncceflary to repeat 
ouror^rs on this fubjedf, but we cannot forbear 
exprcilingour rcfolution not to fuffer the lealk devia- 
tion from them, and fhould you find that any of 
our ervants or others under our proieftion Jhall 
nave counteracted our intentions in rcfpeCl to the 
general freedom of trade, you are forthwith to 
aumds them the company’s fcrvdcc, or withdraw 
our protciftion from fiich Europeans as are notin 
our ervice. At the fame time, wc enjoin you to 
bea^rentivc to the conduct of the natives concern: 

means in your 
^^^^^inbuiacions and undue prac*' 

:micies‘itee?f‘“ 

‘ ■ As 



[- 3^9 1 ' 

As fait IS fo important an obje< 5 t of the inland 
rade, we are highly difplcafcd at j-our having neg- 
idted to give us a regular juinual account of the 
[uantity made throughout the provinces, and tho 
)laces where the fame has been landed, confor- 
nable to our orders of the 20ih November 1767.’ 
This therefore, we expedt you to do In future i 
md we further require you to tranfpiit to us fucK 
in account fyr the fcveral years which have pafled 
ince we fignified our pleafure in this refpedt, that 
we may be enabled to judge what duties may be 
eviedort that article, without opprelling thofe. 
whom It is our aim, as well as defire to relieve. 

We have received information that Mahommed 
Reza KhawA in 'the Very height of the famine, has 
been guilty of great oppreflions; ihai he has been 
guilty, of Hopping tiie merchants, boats, loaded with 
rice and-othcr provilions, mttndetl for the fupply 
of Muclhedabad.and has forcibly compelled tho o\v* , 
ners to fell their rice toliim rat the loweH price, find 
re-fold U afterwards at the higheft rate, and all other v 
eatables in proportion. And tha^i although his con-\ 
du< 9 : has operated inthcdeftru^lon of tnanv thou- 
fands of people, yet U has been overlooked by 
thofe in power, who ought to have prevented 
him fron\ acting in a manner fo inhuman,' and fo 
very unworthy the ftation which he fills, as Naim 
Dewan of the province of Bengal. 

When we expefted that the influence And pro- 
tfftion of the company would have had fuch happy 
effeiHs throughout^ the provinces of Bengal, as, 
would have been to us a condderable encreafe m the 
revenues of the Dewannee, we cinnoc but be deep- 
ly \ilfcfted to fee ourfclves difappolnted in that rca- 
' Voi.. II. 3 £ fonable 
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fonable expe6:ation ; and to experience fudi a 
reverfe, as now appears by the great diminution of 
thefe revenues, particularly in the provinceofBa- 
har. Indeed, when we. turn our view to the llou- 
rilhlng ftate of Burdwan, and the increafiog reve- 
nue of that province under the immediate infpec- 
' tion of our fervants j we cannot but conclude, that 
the diminution, of the dewannee revenues mud 
have been owing to the jnifconduct of thofe who 
have had the fuperintcndency of the collccuons. 

But, as we have further realbns to fufpedt, ihaf 
large fums have by violent and opprefiive meant; 
been adlually collcded by Mahommed RezaKhawn, 
on account of the dewannee revenues, gr^iparj 
of which he has appropriated to his own ufe, and 
difkributed among the creatures ofhis poWer, ana 
the inftruments of his opprefljons ; we /hould not 
think ourfelvcs juftified to the company or the pub- 
lic, were we to leave him in future the managO' 
menc of the dewannee colleflions : and as the tranf* 
feriing the like ituft to any other miniftcr could 
yield us little profpeft of reaping any benefit from 
the change, we arc nccefiitatcd to feek by other 
means, the full advantage we have to expctl fro™ 
the grant of the dewannee. It is therefore oui de* 
'termination, to Hand forth as dewan, and by ihs 
agency of the company’s fervants, to take upon 
'ourfclves the entire care and managementof the re- 
venues. In con6dence therefore of your abiliuc* 
to plan and execute this important work, wchcre* 
by authorize and require you to divefl Mahommed 
^ Reza Khawn and every perfbn employed by> or lit 
conjundlion with him, or avfting under his influ- 
ence, of any further charge or direftion in the bu* 
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finefs of the coileiVions j and we truft,"^ that in the 
office of desvan yoo wUl adopt fuch regulations and 
pisrfue fuch mafuccs^ as Iks}} sc once infoce to U5 ' 
every poffible advantage, and free the ryots from' 
the opprclfion of zemindars and petty tyrants, un- 
der which they may have been fuffered to remainj 
from the interefled views^of thofe whofe influence 
and authority fhould have been exerted for their 
relief and protection. 

While we were in full expectation of reaping 
all the advantage we had in profpeCt from the ac- 
qulfition of the Dawannee revenues, and which 
were become the more effirnuil point from our com- 
paiftwlth (he public, for a participation of thole re- 
venues, how greatly moft wc be alarmed at feeing 
the Dewannee collections fcarce anfwering an^ o- 
ther purpofc than defraying the civil and military 
charges of our prcfidcncy of Bengal. Indeed, no- 
thing but the molt unhappy experience could have 
led us to fuppofo that the amount of thofe revenues 
would not have been fulficient both for the charges 
of your prcfidcncy, and fupplying us with annual 
invellmcnts equal to our engagements with the pub- 
lic ; i)ic expectations of the proprietors, the provi- 
(ion of imports, and every other demand to which 
the company is fubjcflcd. But what mull be our 
furprizc to find, that the colledtiye amount of our 
revenues in Bengal, arc fo far from yielding us re- 
turns adequate to our indifpenfible occafions, that 
a confiderablc pare of your tonfignments of the 
prcleiic year has been purchased by mtereft notes, 
given lor the amount, uotwiihftandlng you had 
received itiio your ueafury for draughts on the 

courts 
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courts of diredtor, lums equal to the whole of theft 
confignments. 

, \\ naievcr may have been the caufes wh!chhi« 

troughc on fuch efiedts, the corrkquences are e- 
quaily alarming to us ; and as we learn fiom }0U 
'Jate advices that the decrealc of revenue*, and if; 
increafe of charges, will not permit us to hope for i 
Ipeedy remedy for the evils with which \ie are 
threatened j we cannot but turn our vnew to the 
commiflion which ^i^e have permitted to he draira 
on your net territorial revenues -.and Ihould we con* 
tinue to experience, that )our refjurces are icact* 
quate to the expedations we had formed of ihciP, 
welhall fihd ourfelves under a neceflity to viitS 
hold from our fervants thofe gratuities, rewards, ikC. 
which we were induced to grant them, in the full 
smd reafonable hope that their care and aitcntioa 
would infure to the company all the sdvamagw 
expeded from the pofleflion of iheDewannce- 
Thediredors were kept in the dark by the com- 
pany’s fervants, in regard to the acquifitions rasJe 
in the laftwar; maps of all the provinces wcrcia 
the hands of lord Cliv’e and governor Vanftnrtj 
with a minute defeription of all the powers 
border on them, and an exadeftimatc of ihe pro* 
dud and value of the lands, whUft the dircdcrs 
who had employed furv'cyors at a very great cx* 
pence, could not get the lame information. 

. Lord Clivo- dtii an edentul llrvlcc to the coni* 
panyln curbing the Ipirit of conqueft inconlilhi t 
with that permanency which is their objed. b is 
evident, that his lordfliip in forming the treaty cj ' 
1765, confidered Sujah al Dowlah as the 
J?atrier againlh the Morauasand the northern pc'** 
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ers and that his enemies might not lake advans 
tago of the weak ftatc to which out army had redu- 
ced him, a brigade was for fome riir^ iVanoned a^ 
Illshabad. Wheo the term of the treaty was ful- 
filled, and Sujah al Dowlali had made fome pro- 
grefs in recruiting Ins forces, lord Clive \/ithdresv 
the brigade, leaving only one battalion at the rc- 
qucllofthe king This wasm July 1766 , but m 
Oftober following the approach of Abdallah, and 
the earneft folicuations of Sujah al Dowlah obliged 
the felcdt committee to order a brigade to be Ra- 
tioned again at lllahabad, intending however to 
■withdraw It as foon as the apprehcnfioi s of an mva- 
fion fhould ceafe . and lord Clive in Ins letter to 
the feUdk committee of the i6th of January 1767, 
recommended the withdrawing it as foon as poRi- 
ble, leaving a detachment of only one battalion to 
quiet the fears M inch the vizicr entertained even 
againft the king himCelf, who had invited the Mo- 
rattas to crofs the Narbuddih and join him, pro- 
mifing them our aflillanct in the execution of h’s 
favourite defign of marching to Uehly. It is cer- 
tain that the king;, finding himklr djlappointed in 
this fcheme by our non-conunuance, was upon the 
point of throwing h nifcif into the hands of the 
Morattas, forgetful of his true inter^.ft, as well as 
of lus obligations to the EnglUh That defign ho 
has not, nor perhaps ever will totally relinquilh j s 
but whdiV he flatters htnifcif with the hope^of our 
affiRance, and fo long as he Jees ch** Rtong fup- 
porc vve arc able ro ^rye lum, he v/dJ ever be for- 
ming fchtmes to tmbrod us in the politics of ihe 
country To deprive the Bengal provinces of one 
),iure brigade, merely to alUy his fears, or toYLcd 
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Ills hopes, was a moft pernicious conccflion. Lord 
Clive’s reafoniogs upon, the firft ftationing of a bri- 
gade atlllahabad, proved that that he ^^as not to 
be duped by any ill founded alarms of the king or 
Spjah al Dowlah. The motive for continuing the 
brigade in that ftation, was to watch the motions of 
the Morahtahs and other country powers : accord- 
ing to this principle, that the Englilh are to mala- 
tain the charadherof umpires of Indoftan. A prin- 
ciple that may involve the company in every war 
from Dehly to Cape Comtjn. One invariable 
maxim ought ever to be retained, which is, that the 
company are to avoid taking part in the political 
fchemes of any of the country princes, if Sujah al 
Dowlah’s dominions fhould ever be adlually inva- 
dedj the company are bound by treaty to aiEft 
him : but as to any ambitious views of his, found 
policy fliould engage them not to interfere in, or 
be 'anxious concerning the quarrels, defeats, or 
vidtories of any Indian power whatfoever ; for 
the more they difputc and 6ght with one another, 
the Icfs will they be enabled or inclined to adt of- 
fenfivcly againll us. 

Lorcl Clive ftrongly recommended the neceflary 
precaution of garrifoning Cbunangur, by fullering, 
Sujah at Dowlah to introduce troops fufficienc to 
have pofiefled himfclf of the place j the prcfidenc 
and council of Bengal were guilty of a reminhefs, 
that in c.ofe of a rupture, might have been attended 
with very dangerous confequcnccs. 

Lord Clive was fenfible of the advantages of 
peace, on which alone tjhc manufactures and reve- 
nue^ depend ; and that no fuccefs in war could 
• poflibly 
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pOlTibly corapenfate the Ioffes that would anft from 
the trarfqudiiy of the provinces being difturbed 

The inftructions leftbv lord Clive m regard to 
the company’s connexions with the king and Sujah 
al Dowlah, met with the general approbation of the 
court of directors 

His lordfliip s opinion in his letter to the felect 
committee was, that to march any part of the com- 
pany s army to efcorc the king to Dchly might 
bring on the total lUin of their affairs In confe- 
quencc of which the court of directors declared, 
that if any of their fervants fliould be perfuaded 
into fo ralh and dangerous a mcafure, thuy fliould 
then be refponfible for all the confequences, and 
that they fhould be extremely jealous of every ope 
high in their fcrvtcc, civil or military, wholhewd 
a tendency to fuch an expedition 

The forms eftablifhcd by lord Clive at the fb- 
Icmnity of the prince, were by order of the court 
of d rectors to be m future obferved and when 
the governor is not prefent, the rcfidciit at the 
durbar reprefents the king s dewan They did not 
altogether agree with lord Clive m the neceflity of 
the governor making an annual tour of the provin- 
ces As the majefty and dignity of the govern- 
ment flijl refides in the nabob and his minifters 
and they only arc known to the inhabitants, as the 
power to whom they arc accountable Any great 
a lolence or oppreffion will moft probably reach the * 
ear of the rcfident at the durbar, who cm imme- 
diately cxercifc his influence to get them redrefl- 
fed B It if the governor carries viith him in his 
tour, the authonev pf the ftatc, it gives the fub- 
je£t the idea of a divided governni nr Ii never- 

ihelcfl 
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tliclcfs it Is found necefiary, thcdlrccflori infifieijii 
ihoukl'bc midc Nvilhout oftcntation, or an txpan- 
iiv^c parade. 

t-orcl Clive declared he had in his cuftody clear 
and certain proofs of feven lacks of rupees being 
paid to Comm Ally lo the company’s fervants for 
making the Mongheer treaty : and his lordfhip hav- 
ing acknowledged that he ivas pofTeiTed of feme 
informations upon that fubjc«5t, the court of direc- 
tors lequefled that he would tranfmic the fame to 
them, together with all the papers^ in his polTef- 
Con relating to the private negociacions of fome of 
the cpmpany’sfcrvants, at the time of the revolu- 
tions in favour of Coffim aly Khawn 5 as alfo any 
other papers that may be in his cvfiody tending'to 
fer thofc tranfa^Hons in chcir true light. For as 
thole proofs came to his lordfliip’s hands when he 
was in a public darton, they decmerl them public 
papers, and, as fcch to be tranfmitted to ihenv. 
They^cxpre/Ied their aflom/hment that lord Ciive 
fliould be in po/TcHion of fiich papers, and there- 
fore fuppofed thefe examinations were taken pri- 
vately, noiwith:ftanding the court of direflors or- 
ders for a public enquiry were exprefs and" po- 
fitivc. 

This alludes to lordCUvc’s informations againft 
the lace Mr- Vanfirarc. Injuftice to the memo- 
ry of that gentleman, wc cannot refrain from e:t~ 
ptelSng tUpmodc In which they were fatd to have 
been obtained, by tran/cribing part of z letter 
,which was written on the fpot, and tranfmitted to 
Vanfitarc upon that occa/Ion, 


Extraft 





Extraii of a letter from William Holts, at Cal- 
cutta to Henry Vanfitarc, Efq; in London, 
Dated Calcutta the 31ft March, 1767. 

Your banyan Ramchurn has defired,me to for-* 
ward you the inclofed letter from him, and to 
inform you of lord Clivers endeavours to Injure you. 
He fays, that lord Clive frequently fent for him 
and endeavoured by threats to force him to give a 
writing againfl: you of whatever prcfents you had 
"received in Coffim ally Khawn's time ' that upon 
his refufing at one time, his lordfhip ordered him 
to be carried away and confined by leapoy^, which 
however was not done j his lordfliip upon a recol- 
Icftion thinking proper to countermand the order, 
that he was thus frequently fent for and threatened, 
but that he pcrfifled to the iali In refuHng to an- 
fwer his lordfliip’s qucftions. That hkcwlfe lord 
Clive lent for Cogec Petrole and others fdr the * 
fame purpoCe, who were threatened, that If they 
did not give the required declarations, they fliould 
be delivered over to Mahommed Reza Khawn : 
that oaths were tendered to them which they were 
forced to take, and upon thefe oaths fome declara- 
tions were taken, which they were forced to Cgn 
fo. 

Ramch.urn further fays, that by way of encou- 
ragement, lord Clive told h'm, " that lie did not 
want to hurt Mr. Van^ only he would malic ule of 
thofe things at home m proportion as he ■ found it 
neceflary, Ihould Mr, Van make any flir againft 
him : but Uamchurnfays, ** he is conhdent from 
what he has fecn and heard here, that lord Clive 
Vol. II. 3F ■ . win 
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will only endeavour to aroufc you till he has ferved 
his own purpofe and llrengthcned his own patty, 
having with that intention carried home every 
thing he could parcel upagai'nd you/' 

Lord Clive’s {yftem of government was to be 
upported by Mr. Verelft, biS defigned fuccelTor, and 
his fekdt committee, which confifted of hislord- 
Ihlp’s friends and creatures. He had given them 
his hnal inllrudtions before his departure for Eng- 
land, which they engaged to follow implicitly, 
with mutual alTurances of inviolable friendfliip and. 
fccrecy, on tranfaftions they wiflicd to hide from 
the knowledge of the world. 

Indeed Mr. Verelft had been forfome time the 
oftenftble director of public meafures in the prefi- 
dency of Bengal ; lord Clive had been fo indilpo- 
fed in body and mind, that he had not been able 
' to do or hear of any bulinefs. He faw nobody, 
and nobody law him. All’the blandilhments of 
fortune, and- the Mattering honours of Eaftern 
pageantry, pould not give him that peace of 
mind, which is the attendant of a guihlefs cor- 
feienre and moderation.' He was become fullen, 
taciturn and frighted at the fight of a red coat. One 
captain of an £aft India fiiip who had Jived for- 
merly with his lordftiip, with a fort of intimacy, 
having urged admittance to the noble governor’s 
apartments, previous to his voyage to Europe,when 
admitted into his prcfimcc found him laying on a 
fophawith all the lymptoms of wretchednels and 
defpondency ; till at laft awakened from that me- 
lancholy with fome marks of terror, he difmified 
the captain, after a few unconnedted words and an 
abrupt apology. 


Ojj 
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^ On the 25 th of January Ms lordfiilp em- 

barked for Hngland on Iward the Britannia, hav- 
ing it is fuppofed, by all the ways and means his 
Jordflilp had deviled, during his fiiorc adminiftia- 
tion, added to his former forrune the enormous 
fum of twelve hundred thoufand pounds in cafli, 
diamonds, Eaft- India bonds, 6 cc.* notwithftandlng 
his repeated declarations, that he would not add a 
(ingle fhilhng to the appointments fixed by the 
court of directors for the fupport of his ftation and 
dignity. After he had been a few days on board 
he became ferene and more communicative. His 
imagination diverted by the plealing ideas of the 
fplendid figure he laould make in his native coun- 
try at his return, with ap unmenfe wealth, the ac- 
quifition of which he thought, would never be 
ferutinized, difpclled for a time all the clouds of 
remorfe and anxiety. On Jus airival tn London, 
his party in the dircfilon had the influence co*pro- 
cure to his lorddiip the general thanks of the 
court, for the great fcrvices he had done to the 
company, in their new conquered dominions in 
Bengal ; and tJiough many proprietors were pret- 
ty well informed of the pernicious maxims of go- 
vernment his lordfliip had followed, the worfe iran- 
factions and the fatal confequcnccs which they were 
produce, were not yet generally known, 

' His lordlhip’s agents andemilfanes had been du- 
ring his abfence been remarkably adtivc, in fecuring 
boroughs for his relations, fticnds and dependents 
' againft the general election. As nothing but a 
great loaded intcreft, could give him that weight 
and Influence to which he afpirei ; he had given 
direifl:ions to purchafe from the needy nobility and 

gentry. 
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pcntr)’, all the eflates conducive to his grand oh^ 
jcdt of parliamentary interelt, or agreeable to his 
lofty notions of ftaieiy grandeur. 

Claremont that delightful feat of the duke of 
Nemcaftie, that refpe<f^ablc old nobleman, who 
had fpent a princely fortune in the fervice of three 
ibvereigns, attracted lord Clive’s attention/ and 
Simulated his vanity. That hofpiiable manfion, 
where many fovereign princes and illultrious perfo- 
nages had .been entciiaincd with equal profufion 
and magnificence, by' the noble owner whilft he 
filled the firlt polls in the admlniftration, was af- 
terwards deemed too mean for lord CHvc and his 
retinue. The purchafe of the reverficn of this 
villa was for a time kept a fccret, and tvhen this 
elegant fabric was pulled down, the modern hoofe 

dellined for the reception of the p of the 

Eaft, exhibited more oftentatien than true tallo 
and fplendor. 

Lord Clive had during his late arbitrary govern- 
ment in Bengal given ofrence to fo many gcntlcj 
men in civil and military capacities in India, either 
difinllTed the company’s Icrvice, or fpHciting in, 
England for that jufticc, which they could not ob- 
tain at fuch a diilance from the feat of Ians and 
equity ; that his lordlhip was more than once 
threatened to be called to an account fer his un- 
warrantable proccetlings, by the perfons injured. 
It is kno\vn, that he was obliged once to dilguife 
hlmfclf ilircc times in one day, to avoid the re-, 
fearche? of fomc of his advcrlaries. In the mean 
time the late Mr. Vanfitart, whofe adminillrailon 
lord Clive had on .all occaHons illiberally vilified, 
dctermiiiid In jufiicc'to lumfelf, and out of q 
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oroper refentinent for his lordlhip's ungenerous af*f 
tacks, to make him odious and defpicable to the 
impartial world. Thcfe apprehenlions, joined to 
the precarious (late of hb health, engaged the no- 
We lord, to go to France eatly m the fpring of the 
year 1768, to avoid difagreeable explanations, 
and to re-eftabhfh his impaired conftituiion. The 
French who were well-informed of his lorddiip's 
immenfe fortune, with all the outward complai- 
fance and pohtenefs made hb lordOiip pay an enor- 
mous price from Calais to Paris, notwithftanding 
the great expedition he made, for every indilpen- 
fible article which he wanted upon the road/ 
No fovereign ac his arrival in Paris had ever a 
more numerous attendance, of taylors, hair-dreflers, 
flioe-tnakecs, valecs-de louage, &c. than hb lord, 
lliip i one fliould have thought that his Jordfliip 
could employ moll manufacturers and tradefmen 
of this capital. Notw iihftaodtng lord Clive for fe- 
veral days did no: appear in public, many gen- 
tlemen and ladies rode m their carnages near hb 
hotel with the hopes of liaving a fight of this ex- 
traordinary man. Several French officers who had 
fervedin the late war in India, and fonie who by 
his lordflilpb power, had been removed from their 
eftabliflimenc in the Mogul andSujah al Dowlab’s 
dominions caufed to be fixed upon the walls of his 
hotel divers pafquinades, leverely reficcling upon 
his military conduA, his monopolies and depreda- 
tions. A certain AbbeMauger, who had been 
chaplain to MocGeur Dupleix, governor of Pondi- 
cherry, had found means to mfinuate himfolf into 
hb brdflup’s favour, and confidence. He acted in 
^he double capacity of Major-Domo and infendcnt ’ 
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vunHi plai/irs de Myhrd. He had, carU-b!a?xhs 
to write all the love-letters of his noble palion, and 
to form his feraglio compofed ot les plus jelies qui 
foserit and a few Jadies of quality who ferved as vo- 
lunteers. But the reigning foltanef? was /tjprWe 
Dupas, marchande de ih^es^ rue St. Ho72ore, a young 
fpnghtly widow, who thought no man would fet a 
higher value upon her charms than his lordfhip. bhc 
vowed to huVi U7i amour etemel et uns'fidehie a tcute £? 

though (he was too tealbnable to objed: to his 
lordlhip’s tafte for variety, 4nd was glad to hear he 
indulged himfelf iniranhtory amoursdunng his ab* 
fence. Her objed was not, as the reader may ea- 
fily imagine, his perfon, but ihe flattered herfelf 
.to obtain a fettlcment of fiye hundred louis d’ors 
for her occafional ferviccs. The abbe was in the 
fecrct with a young moulquetaire who was toappear 
in the charadler of Madame Dupas’s brother, but 
was lami da cuur and her champion. 

About fi.'c weeks were elapfed iince the begin- 
ning of lord Clive’s intcrcourfc Vi'\.i)\lapeUte Dupas, 
during wh’ch Hic had received fevcral of ihefc 
little prefents I’ainitie^ but. are by 

no means adequate to a f^mimenial lady’s favours. 
Lord Clive propofed ro leave Paris in a week’s 
time, and to remove to the fouth of France : 
Madame Dupas invited her noble paramour to a 
Pdst-foiijKr at her houfc, before ihtit cruel repara- 
tion. 'I he abbe was to be of »he party, ard ma- 
dams Dupjs had alfo Invited her lover, whom flie 
Intended to prtftnt'to his lordflup as her brother, 
Idu was n'oic.gracioufly received by my lord, 
thougii he harboured fomc fufpicions of the tlcccit. 

Madame 
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Madunc Dupas did the honours cf the table with 
ail the graces imaginable, and tried to amufe her 
noble gtert with all thefe fititi riats \\hich the 
French women have at command. At ^he deferc 
madamc Dupas, a prcpcs dc% dtlaczwrd 

de la v;/tV, introduced artfully levcral bdlcs of her 
acqu-intance, who had opulent lovers, fuch as 
and Farmers General, whofe’gcnc- 
rulity Ihe highly commended, for having made on 
their ir.idreflcs handfomc fcttlcmcnis. Indeed, ad- 
ded flie, it is a duty incumbent on any man of ho- 
nour, w ho has it In his power ; and though I hear- 
tily defpire a woman who malics" a tralHc of her 
charms, a perfon of character who bcltow's upon 
a man what is moil dear to her cannot be coo 
well provided for« As for my part, difintercilcd 
asl am, I fltouU never have granted any favours, 
even to the only man I love (bolting tenderly ac 
' lord Clive) if '1 had not a moral certainty of Ins 
lading gratitude. The abbe, wlio had railed feve- 
ral contributions upon his lordfhip, and thought 
he had little more to cxpefl from him, fupported 
the argument cf madamc Dupis, with ail the lo- 
phiilry he v/as capable of. Lord ClAe perceived 
the w’’olc drift, cfpccially when Monfieur Ic 
Moufquetairc concluded the fubjcct, by faying 
that if any man of a rank ever fo exalted, refufed 
to make a proper fcitlemcnc upon his lifter, after 
an intimacy with her, he would obtain it, if not 
by law, by the fword. Lord Clive prudently 
feemed to coincide with their opinion, and defi- 
' ring politely </ir 72f went home in 

hiscatthge, which was waiting for him. q'hc next 

day 
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diy he left Paris, dormant a touts ksdiahks la fetiie 
Dupas, 'l’abbe,ct le Moufquetaire. 

He proceeded to MuntpclUer through Fontaln- 
"bleau, and though this 'royal rcfidcncc was at that 
time of tl\c year dull and folitary, the noble tra- 
veller found in that venerable fabric and its foreft. 
an analogy with his gloomy ideas. The court 
of France reforts there only once a year j in au- 
tumn, and the late king ufed to indulge in that 
fcafon his tafte for his favourite dlverfion of Hag 
hunting. Lord Clive thought this time a favoura- 
ble opportunity for feeing every thing worth his 
notice, without ceremonial and difficulty, when 
none but inferior officers of the palace dwelt in 
He had cautioned his fervancs not to reveal to ar^ 
foul living, who he was ; ' but the preying curloh- 
ty and interrogatories of the French conquered the 
fcruples of his valet-de>chambre, who told Mr. 
Buffiy's maitrt d'hcttl, who his mafler was. - He 
had no fooner heard the name of Clive than he 
ported CO the French nabob, who bad a country 
feat in the neighbourhood, to acquaint him with 
this piece of mtclligencc. The immenfc wealth 
which Monficur' de Bufly had acquired and fecu- 
red by an alliance .with a niece of the duke of 
Choifeuil, made him a man of the firft confe- 
quence in the kingdom. His long refidence in In- 
dia, and the'correfpondencc he had kept lince he 
had left it with natives and Europeans, in the 
French fettlements, had made him acquainted 
with all the circumftances of lord Clive’s fortune 
and elevation. Curiofiiy prompted him to pay a 
vifit to a man, who was held in the fame predica- 
ment as himfelf in the Bcltlfh dominions. He 
> cam^ 
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'^fcamc to Fontaiiibleau with a fmall reimue, whilfi: 
lord Clive was at dinner.'" He waited till the de-' 
fere was carried up, when he fcnt.to his lordlhip 
his compliments, deiirlng leave to wait upon him. 
Though it was obferved that this unexpected vifit 
was not agreeable to his lordlhip, Mr, de Bully was 
immediately admitted. - He made an apology for 
interrupting lord Clive at that unfeafonable hour, 
and invited him to his houfej which hislordlliip 
declined. However, M. de Buliy< fpent feveral ‘ 
hours with him, and if the Frenchman’s account 
of their converfation Is to be credited, it was iii 
fubltance as follows : ' 

^ “ BulTy who was the declared enemy of Monlieuc 
de Lally, attributed the unfuccefstul attempt a- 
gainft Madrafs j the lofs of Pondicherry, and the 
total cxpulfion of the French from the provinces of 
Bengal, to that unfortunate general's mifeonduft, 
avarice and oblllnacy. Lord Clive replied, thac' 
he looked upon Lally as a brave and^expcrienccd ' 
officer, whom he thought deferved a better fate;’ 
thac he was not perhaps a proper man for the firll 
command of the French forces in India, as really 
the event had fliewn, ih^t ever fince he had aflTumed 
it, excepted afew encounters where the French had 
the advantage, their affairs went on the decline ori 
the pcninfula of Iridus after they had loft their 
chief emporium, by Me. Lally’s ill luck, or want 
of judgment. But, continued his lordlhip, it would 
be ungenerous to lay to his charge, all your er- 
‘ rors and difappointments in Indoftan. Mr. Du- 
pleix’s craft and policy had given to the French a 
‘great afcendcncy over the country powers, whom 
he began to divide. In order to rule over them, 
Yoi.. II. ‘ . 3 G r you 
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you forced us to counterbalance the arts of French 
finclle, ’(allow me the expreffion) by an ^army more 
formidable than either you,or us, had ever fcni into 
India. In this mutual'llroggle for the empire of 
the Halt, we were more fortunate than you j and 
as rivals in arms^ we fhought our vitflories inade- 
tjuate to our expeftations, if we did not prevent 
your future fcttlemcnts in the Bengal provinces. 

' As for making and depofing nabobs, which is 
the grand field of impeachment of my enemies 5 
you know, fir, that Mr. Di^leix had for the firft 
example, your principal omeers as well as ours 
have received' prefents from the country powers ; 
if the Urt time I had the honour to command in 
Bengal, I put a ftop to this prevalent cuftom, ic 
^vas becaufe divers officers of inferior rank in the! 
army, claimed the fame favours as veterans s and 
I Itnow an officer who has his fortune 10 make, 
will fight better, than he, who has acquired one 
beyond his fanguine wifhes.’* “ But pray,” faid Mr. 
de Bully, ** you cannot flatter yourfelves to remain 
the abfolute rulers of Iiidoftan ; all the Eucopeans 
fettled in thofe parts know, that the; nabob's are 
mere cyphers, even the Mogul himfelf, are the 
mere tools of your uncontrolled power and domi- 
nion. Ic is not from the Afiatic princes that I 
expert a revolution, but from us, the Dutch and 
the Danes, cfpccially if the tnglilh government 
leave your Eaft India company in pofTcfiion of im- 
inenfe acquifitionSf that they will not be able to 
prefcr\'e or enjoy. As for us, the trade to the Eaft 
Indies is free and open; 'it is become a national 
concern, a fine field* for adventurers,- who may 
foms day be powerfully fupported by an army fuf* 
‘ - ficient 





ficlentto afllft* the country princes, in recovering 
their independance and their territories. Believe, 
my lord, we have not given up India, our claims 
lay dormant at prefent, and we Ihall lay them, 
when we can affett them with the fword. You 
will confefs with me, that we owe ourMctilementa 
to the credulity of ihort*lightcd fovereign«, our 
acquifitionf to their jcaloufies and pufiUnimity ; 
and no doubt, that the firft war betwixt you and us, 
will originate in a country from which'fuch \vealth 
did fipw, to rncrcaniilc focieties. What I am a- 
• mazed at,” added Mr. Bufiy, ‘^is that no enterprt. 
?Lng man at the head of a viftorious army, has at- 
4 templed to make himfelf a fovereign. I Tuppofe 
itheljttie reliance one can have on the natives, has 
‘deterred thofe who might have aimed at fupreme 
•power, from the undertaking I acquired fome 
reputation in India, and acquired thither a great 
fortune j but you, my‘ lord, have cclipfed In borJi 
.all the Europeans, who have'fearchtd for both in 
ibofe remote climates.’* • 

After this converfation, lord Clive declared to 
Monfieur dc Bully, that his intention ivas to'crsvcl 
incog and though he was excefln ely happy in the 
honour he had done him, he had ordei'ed hts fer- 
vants lo make him pafs for a private gentleman. 
“I like this abode,” added he, *‘buc now ih.ic I am 
known, I fhall fee out to morrow and continue 
•my journey co the South of France. Monfieur de 
Bufiy having in vain repeated his invitation, ac- 
companied lord Clive into ihe royal palace ; they 
walked into the apartments arm m' arm, with the 
moft feeming freedom and cordiality. Lord Clive 
having expreffed a parnaUty for this rojal manficn. 

= 1,Vne 
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Wasnotour Vmg,”fa»d MonC dcBuiTy, fojnuc 
attached to It, I think he might have iound a puj 
chafer in you." “No," anfwercd lord Clive, “ yo 
and me may perhaps be able to purchafethe palac 
and the foreft." Monfieurde liufly having accom 
‘ panicd lor^ Clive to the mn, took leave of his lord 
Ihip, with all the afltiraoccs of ellccm and regard 
which thcFrench arc fo profuie of ; and lord Cliv 
the next morning fet out for Monicrgis, where h 
had an opportunity to admire the tafleand magni 
ficence of Lewis XIV. and the fight of the canal 
which is one of the moft ilupcnduous works of thl 
monarch’s reign. 

From thence his lordlhtp went to Orleans, anc 
when he was taking afurvey of that ancient city* 
a French foldigr, named Jolly, who bad b«r 
made a prlfoncr at Arcot,with a detachment of th( 
regiment of Lorrain, knew him again, and falu- 
ted him, when on duty. Lonl Chve cxprcllinc 
his furprize, the foldicr laid, I remember you very 
■vvell, my general, ever fince the fiege of Arco*. 
On this explanation, lord Clivc came near him, and 
recollefted this man, whom' he had employed as 
his_^iyir«r, and to keep him in the pradlice of the 
French language, whilft he was a prifoner. Ah! 
faid my lord, I am glad to fee you. Jolly j ftiH 
a foldier ! come to fee me a k'cu dc Frai^cCy when 
you are relict ed ; we Ihall talk over our old cam- 
paigns. The grenadier overjoyed to be taken no- 
tice of by his old maftcr, promlfcd to wait on his 
lordfhlp. Effeiftivcly became h'ci jiCi idt e the 

jnn mentioned, and begged to be introduced to 
general Clive, by his lordiliip's pirticuliir dclirs. 
lord V, ho, feen him froma w indpu ,3t w Inclt 



C m 1\ 

lie Was amyfing himfelf, ordered hvs fervant to come ^ 
into his apartment. lam glad to fee you, Joll 7, , 
faid he. And I too, anfwercd the Ibldier, my gene- 
ral. Have you always continued in the army and '• 
< in the fame regiment, Once you was in India Yes,_ 
my general. Now that you are old, cannot you^ 
obtain your dlfcharge; or the invalids ? Neither, 
my-general, becaufe I am ftill healthy and vigO- 
. rous, and never was wounded in any aiSlion,’’ Should 
you like to have your difcharge ? Yes, my gene- 
ral. How much do you think It would colV you ? 
Not above ten louis* d’ors ; but it is more than all 
jmy relations are worth. "What would you do, and ’ 
how could youfubfift if .you was out of the army ? 
.By fluving and drclling hair. Do you follow yet 
this trade ? Yes, my general. Do you fave money 
by U ? No, becaule 1 was never a ftipgy fellow, 
and 1 make now and then my comrades drunk at 
my expence. Have you a good charafter In your 
regiment? I believe no body better. Where has 
been your regiment fince I faw you ? At Quebec, 
in Germany, at Belledle, and divers garrifons in 
the ' kingdom. I wonder as you can read and 
write that you never \vas promoted to the tank of 
a ferjeant ? 1 refufed it, my ambition afpired never 
.Jiigher than the port: of honour, a grenadier. Are 
you married ? Yes. , How many children? Two. 
Arc they provided fpr ? Yes, very well by the 
Jcing ; they are both foldiers. What is the name 
of your colpnel ? The marquis de Soulanges. Is 
Ke hece now I Yet. D<a you Cwppofe \i I 
pffer him fome reafonablc confideration for your 
dlfcharge, that he would grant it ? Yes, if jou was 
^0 {e|l himyoq \vo\il4 take it as a fayour,- a^d offec 
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Co pay ibmc money coenli^^a man in my pfaco. 
Well, concluded his lordlhip, Ihy here at lupper, 
and wait upon ms at table. He did remain ac- 
cording to his lordftiip*b injunction, and ftood du- 
ring the fupper bcluml lord Clive’s chair, who now 
and then afked him ^ueftions about Tome of the 
French officers who were taken pnibners at Arcot. 
The next morning, lordClive in peribn waited upon 
the marquis de Soulangcs, made himfelf known, 
told the marquis the motive of his vific and obtained 
‘Jolly’s difchargc ; on condition he Ihould get a 
'young fellow m hts place. Indeed, added the mar- 
quis, nothing but your lordihip's application could 
have prevailed upon me to part with him, for the 
king has not a better foldler in the army. •Lord 
Clive related to the marquis, that he had known 
'him ever fince the fiege of Arcot, where he was 
taken a prifoner, and that he had ferved him du- 
ring^ that time with zeal and fidelity. The mar- 
quis" only granted lord Clive's requefl, on another 
condition, that he flivuld do him the honour to 
dine with him, which invitation his lordlhip could 
not decline. When he returned to the inn, he 
lent for Jolly, and acquainted him that he was free 
on condition of finding another young man in his 
place. Jolly having exprefied his moft f.ncerc 
thanks to his noble benefadtor, went immediately 
In fearch of a recruit, and in left than two hours • 
time returned to his lordlhip, who gave him three 
Jouis d’ors \\hich he had promifed to the rccruir, 
and three for himfelf. After this was fettled to 
the great and unexpt^ed Jatisfaftion of Jolly. 
“Well,” faid lord Clive, “whatw ill youdo no’v? Go 
to Nifmes, anfwc red Jolly, my native pfape, and . 
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isjtic there in my trade.*’ Every thing;, “ replied his' 
lordlhip, is lucky for you ^ 1 am going to Mont- ' 
pellicr, which' is not above a day’s journey from 
JSifmes, and you may faveyourfelf the trouble and 
expences of a long march* in coming with 'my ler- 
vants. Jolly was overjoyed at this aew inltance 
of his lordfhip’s generolity ; only when he faid he 
fhould order a fuk of cloatbs for him, Jolly besged 
earneftly it might not be his livery, as he wal rc- 
folved never to wear any other after that of the 
king. Lord Clive could .not help fmiling at this 

inftance of French pride ; but yec he thought it 
commendable, as it proceeded from a fentimcnc 
of honour. His lordfliip was magnificently enter- 
tained, by the marquis Soulanges, with feme ofii- 
cers of his regiment : one of thbm who had fer- 
ved in India reflected feyerely on ‘the Eng- 
lifli company’s fervants, for their infatiable 
ihirfl after riches, and the ignominious fub- 
jeflion in which they kept the natives. Lord 
Clive allowed the firft charge to be true, in ret^ard* 
to fcveral individuals ; as for the fecondimputauon> 
he faid that nothing-but the fear of their power 
could inforce the lubordinaiion of millions, and 
anfwercd every indireft attack upon him with 
judgment and good humour. 

The next day, his lordlhip departed for Blols, 
and appointed Jolly, who knew all the towns on • 
the road to the fouth of France, his conduc- 
-tor,' in every place that* deferred his atten- 
tion. He had' been equipped cap a-pie by his 
lordfliip, and made now a decent appearance. -He 
had been often fcnc with jnefljges from his colonel 
to the abbey of the bencdiCbnc nuns at Bourges, 
where the marquis had a lifter, and praifed fo much 

foms 
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fjme Ingenious works of tlicfe ladies Vhicli lie had 
fecn, that he pecfuadcd lord Clive> in walking 
near their convent, to go in and fatisfy his curio- 
fity. The fellow announced his maiier the rich- 
eft fubjcft in Europe j nuns and penfioners vied 
with each otherin cshibuing to his lordlhip’s view 
all the products of their induftry. Lord Clive was 
fmitten at the firft fight with the beauty, wit and 
engaging manners of a young nun, called Madame 
de Rochcchouart, of one of the moft illuftrious 
families in France, and in the rapturous ftile of an 
admirer, declared the fudden impreflion, which 
her irrefifiible charms had made on his heart. 
Not to appear particular, he purchafed from her 
and other nuns, divers nick-nacks to the value of 
five louis d'ors. The young lady who had indul- 
ged her amorous propcnfiiy, like many of ihofc 
Iprightly rcclufes, by reading plays and novels cal- 
culated to juftify /« fgarmens dit ca«r, feemed, flat- 
tered with lord Clive’s diftinftion* and as flie lived 
.with the abbefs in the greateft intimacy, fiie dif- 
* penfed often from the rules and religious cxercifes 
of the convent. The other nuns having been cal- 
led £br their' fupper to the rcfaflory, Madame Ro- 
phechouart remained with the noble ftrangcr, that 
file might know his fentiments and take her mea- 
fures accordingly. Thofc who have converfed 
with nuns abroad, have had an opportunity to ob- 
ferve, that’ many convents like this, which are 
compofed of ladies of quality, whofc Infiitotes are 
adapted to perfons nurtured at home with care and 
tendernefs, arc in fact feminarics of love, and that 
the conqueft of thefe ladies fcqueftcred from the 
world, is more eafy than the fcdudllon of thofc 

wha 
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who Uve in it. Madame de Rochechouatr offcretl 
to his lordJliip Tome refrefhments,* which hs was’ 
eafiiy prevailed to accept. He conteiTed to her 
candidly, that his intention before he had the hap-^ 
pinefsof feeing her, v.as to remain at Blois not a- 
bove a day or two, but now he could not fay how 
long he might coacinue. there, finc^ he was wholly- 
devoted to her commands.* With the prelimina- 
ries, fome kifles were exchanged, and a ring of his 
lordfhip was the firft pledge of his alfedtion. I 
hope, faid the lady, before tl\ey parted, to have 
the pleafure to fee you to morrow in the afternoon 
at this fatal grate, when perhaps I fiiall have con- 
trived fome means to meet you with more fatisfac- 
tion to us both. In the mean time, fend yourfer- 
vant tome to morrow morning, for reafons whten 
you will know afterwards As this firfl vifit had 
been already too' long, (be begged his lordlhio 
would not take itill If (he was to withdraw, wlucfr 
they did both with greac‘relu£lance. “ As foon as 
he went home, he afked Jolly if he had mentioned 
his name in the convent ♦ rto, anfwered he, I only 
faid that you was a gentleman of an immenfe for- 
tune : you might havoj omitted this circumftancc, 
replied my lord, fomewhat difpleafed, and for the 
future I bid you, to be mote prudent and circum- 
fpedl, otherwife I cannot entrufV you with my 
mtlTages and my commilfions. Jolly promlfed on 
ihe Word of a foldicr to be faithhil, and to pre/erve 
an inviolable fecrecy in any thing that his mailer 
would be picafed to commie to his charge.'* 

The next morning, his lordfhip difpatched Jolly 
to the convent with a billet deux, having cautioned 
him before he went to icU the lady his name was 
Vol. II. 3 H colonel 
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He brought back a Jovc-Ieiter from his lordfhip’s 
charmer, and eniered oq his office with all rhc 
difcrction rcquind. Lord Ciive waited on the 
lady in the afternoon according to agreement, and 
as his frequent vllits to iKc grate might have ex- 
pofed her to cenfure and reprimand, without ac- 
compliniing the mutual objtdt of their dellres, flie 
gave him the key of a door which opened into the 
cnclofure of the cotr\'cnt, for the convenlency of 
the gardener, with Injunction to take a furvey “of 
the place by day time. The convent being leatr 
‘edin the fuburbs of Blots, the lovers were left 
apprehenfive of interruption or difeovery. The 
time appointed was ten o’clock that very evening, 
when his lordffiip reforted toihc place of rendez- 
vous, and found the lovely captive waiting for him 
near the door in the utmoft agitation of fear and 
li^c. The two lovers indulged ihemfelves in 
the raptures of ftolen embraces, till two o’clock in 
the morning, when it was thought advifeable for 
his lordfliip ro retire. Thefe nodlurnaJ vtfits were 
repeated feveral times, without inconventency to 
both parlies ; the lady had urged fcvcral times, 
v/:ch alt the powers of eloquence and love, her re- 
folution to elope from the hateful convent, and to 
accompany her dear paramour to England *, but all 
to no purpofe, his defires were cloyed with enjoy- 
ment^ and he was too fenGble of the confequcnces 
of fuch an aftion to be accellary to it. However, 
he did'ncr politlycly deny her requeft, and left her 
ftill fome room for hope, whilfthe intended to take 
a French leave from bis dulcinea. The devil would 
have it, that the very laft night he vifited her, 
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an abbe, who^probably was fanterlng about the 
walls on the fame errant, faw unperceived at a dif- 
lance his lordlhip going out of the facred door, 
which he locked after him- He took no immedi- 
ate notice, ’ but followed the gentleman unknown,' 
within fome yards of the inn where he lodged. 
Having fo far fatisfied his curiofity, he refolved 
to improve this diCcovery to his ad.vantage, About 
ten o'clock in the morning, he inquired whether 
there was not -an lingUfli gentleman who lodged in 
that inn, whom he recollected to have feen before. 
He was anfwered in the affirmative; May I 
fpeak to him,” continued he ? He is not up yet, 
replied Jolly, and it is uncertain wbat'time he will 
rile, as he went to bed very late. If you have any 
meflage for him, continued Jolly, I fhall deliver ' 
it. No, no, anfwered <he abbe, 1 lhall come 
back in about rwo hours time. .In the mean 
while, iheAbbe went to the convent, where he had 
fcveral acquaintances, to try whether he could ' 
'get fome intelligence to his purpole. , He men- 
tioned before fome young nun>, that he had been 
in company late, and that he had taken a walk 
early in the morning around their walls, obferving 
at the fame time, if -the countenance of any of 
them Ibould betray them: but he could not di- 
rtlnguilh any figns of guilr or confeiournefs, 

“ Pray,” added he, “ bow doss^Madamc^Roche- 
chouart do ?” I am afraid, anfwered one of them, 
that file is not well ; for fome days pad (he has 
not been at church ia the morning •, and I believe 
tlie is not up yet.' The abbe immediately fuf- 
pe£ted her to be the perfon; without however 
milmating his thoughts, in going out of the par- 
' lour 
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lour, he faw Jolly, and heard him enquire from 
•tlic maid at the. turning-box, if he could fpeak to 
Madame de Rochcchouart. 

The inquifuive abbe, ■with this new rorroboia. 
tion of his conjc<ftures, wentdiredlly to the Mykrd 
yir.^lch's hotel, and defired one of Jiis lordlhip’s fer- 
vanis vvho y^3,s inthcpallagc, to tell his mailer, a 
gentlemin wanted to .fpeak to him. Lord tlive 
ordered his man to alk Monficur L’Abbi hiS name 
and his bulinefsi my name replied the abbe is 
Dupont, as for my bufinefs dej} utie cidra affairs, 
1 cannot tell, but to ypur mailer himfclf, the fub- 
jedt of my vifit ; after feme hefitation h^ was ad- 
mitted, and' my lord having pointed out a feat to 
him, he made a fhori apology for his viflt and the 
caufe of it.. 

‘‘ Monfteiix par k Francois fans doute" faid the 
abbe, Oui Monffeur^ anfwcred Lord Clive, qiCy 
atilavolrefervicc?’' As the majority of our. rea- 
ders, may not be converfani with ihcFrcnch Ian- 
•guage, we Hull give an exaft tranHation of this 
incerefting dialogue. 

My clurailer,” refumed the abbe, “and the 
“ peace which happily exUU between France and 
“ England, indicate no hoftilc intentions, I come 
“ here, to fign a private treaty with you, to whicli. 
** I dare fay, you will readily accede, when you 
V know we lhall both find our accQuni in the ami- 
“ cal tranfailions I am'going to pcopofe. > 

My lord, with equal furpnze and eagernefs,’* 
declared he could not guefs his meaning, and beg- 
ged he would explain himfelf, as his introdudlion 
was a miftcrv to hum. 


To 
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“ To come to the point,” Ciidthe abbe, “ What 
will perhaps ftill mcreafc your aftoniflimcnt, 1 
am not ignorant of your connexion with Ma- 
dame de Rochechooart, which is the motive, of 
your refidence in this place ; nor of tlicmeans you 
‘have in yohr power to get accefs to her in the 
night.” On this lord Clive, interrupting him.faid 
with fome marks of difpleafure, “ This is very- 
extraordinary ! a fine llory indeed I What right 
have you, Monficur I’Abbe to call me to an ac- 
count, whilft I do not infringe the law's of this 
kingdom ? I think it imperfinenr for any man to 
interfere with my conduat bdides, 1 neither do 
know the petfon you mention, nor care for your 
impuations.” i ^ ’ 

L'Abbe. Ay I intend to bring this negociation’ 
to a happy_ ilfue,. with coolnefs and moderation, I 
fliall be neither provoked nor ofle'nded at the harili 
expreffions you may make'ufe of. I maintain: 
what I have faid to be true ; my delign is not to 
injure, or to hurt you. But I mull tell you, that 
by the laws of this kingdom, the fcduaion of a 
nun, and a clandeftine aamiflion within the walls 
ofafemajefanauary, are highly punilhable, Ido 
not mention the cenfures of the church, which I 
dare fay you laught at, though in this cafe they 
ate to be dreaded, as penal and difgraceful. The 
charadler of an informer I abhor. I do not pretend 
. to more fandlity-tban roy neighbours, I love wo- 
men as you do and have, like you, lartcd before 
now the forbidden fruit. Thisfecret willdie in my 
bread tf you wdl lend me for a day or two the 
key of this terreftrial paradife, that I may procure 

another for the fame myftcnous enjoyments : and 
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as I fuppofe you will not probably continue here 
long, Itt me be the comforter of Madams dc 
Rochechouart after your departure ; ihe fliall ne- 
ver know from me that I am apprized of your in- 
trigue with her ; if I ingratiate myfelf into her 
favour, it will be by my alliduity and attention. 

Lord Clive. Pray, fir, how did you get this- 
information ? 

L'Abbe. I faw you this morning going out of 
this Eden, and I know Madame dc ilocheChouart 
to be the object. 

Lord Clive. Has iTte had any gallantries that 
gave occafion to your fufpicions ? 

L'Abbe. What I know, is, that Oic has been fa- 
crificed by unnatuml parents, and htr pafilons are 
too ftrong to admit of fcruplcs in gratitying them, 
pros'iJcd tile alTailant ac'ts with proper Ipirirand 
perfcvcrance j the Abbe aftetAards coafcifed how 
he had found out that it was Madame de Rochc- 
chouarr, and lord Chve, delhcred the key as the 
firlt preliminary, <n condit.on that Monfier L’abbu 
Ihoold return it in twenty four hours : that he 
fliould not mention ih.s adventure and not enter 
the gate, till my lord had left the plate. Lord 
CHvc invited the Abbe, who wasancacccllcntcom- 
pa.ToT, to dine with him ; and his lordfhip liav- 
»ng fu..nd meins to have the key conveyed Into 
Ma lame de Rochcchooart s hands, continued hij 
journey. This unfortunate vitlim of parental fe- 
verity, died a fiw months after. As for the abbr, 
ha I Jse kept the fccrct, this afiair, wish the circuni- 
thnrci, I !ia\c related, could not have tranfj ircd 
ii the city of iJlors, where it is pretty well 


Frum 
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.From Blols, , hU lordfliip went to Tours, where 
Jolly prefented to him \ capuchin friar, who had ' 
refided at' Pondicherry fcvcral years. He was a 
man of great, fenfe, knowledge, and humour. As 
lie had been Mr. Dupleix's confident, he was ac- 
quainted with many fecret tranfaftions’ of the 
French Eall India company, feveral interefting 
particulars of which he related to lord Clive, His 
iordlhip having afleed him, if he. never was in the 
provinces of Bengal, the friar anfwered, that he 
was at Chundagore when the fortunate captain 
Clive took It; the attack was fuccefsful, faid he, 
becaufe the defence was Inglorious. “ How do you 
like Indoflan ? a capuchin friar, anfwered he, is a 
cofmopolyce, he is furc to get in all the countries 
in the world, food and raiment* ' Indeed, the pe- 
nlnfula within the^Ganges was one of the moft frulc- 
ful regions of the univcrfe, before the fervants of 
the Lnglilh company, imprifoned, depofed, and 
murdered nabobs, rumed the inhabitants, and by 
their monopoly and extortions, diverted to them- 
felves all the treafures of' the Mogul and his vaf* 
fals; witncfs Clive, and feme other commanders of 
their forces. noble lord did not chufe to afic 

him more queftions, and when the friar took leave 
of his lordfliip, he offered him two guineas, which 
the capuchin refufed, alledging that it was againft 
their ftatuies. “ Well, faid lord Clive, fmihng, I 
tTiink it would be a, good policy m the Enghfli 
Eaft-India company, to employ no other fervants in 
rheir tefitories, but capuchin friars, as they could 
not accept prefents from the country powers ” 
Having tarried two days at Tour«, he went to 
Bourgis where he received great honours from the 

in- 
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intendant of the province, for whom be had a let* 
ter of recommendation. During three days he re- 
galed his noble guefl; with equal profufion and 
iTiagnificence : it was at a ball given on his ac- 
count, that Madame de Jonfac, with whom he 
danced a minuet, feemed to him' a propitious dei- 
ty. Her husband was then at Paris, and if he 
had been at home qaimparte * though Ihe was a la- 
dy of a certain age. Hie had ftill charms fufficient 
to mfpire un gait pi^agtr, and fenfe enough not to 
require conftancy, 1-ord Chve had foon with her 
me affaine arrangee and after an intimacy of three 
days, they became heartily tired of each other. 
They parted cernme Jet perjinnet raifciuihks, without 
regret or reproach. Hts lordlhip fpent a few days 
at Nevals, pleafed with the (Ituation and the civi- 
lity of fome of the inhabitants, which he admitted 
to his table, he went there regularly to the play, for 
the fake of Madame du Frenvis, a French adtrefs, 
who, wnth fome talent for the theatre, a fine figure, 
ajeite fcait quoh^ had raifcd fevcral contributions 
upon the EngllCh. LordCUve, who had been pre- 
viouHy acquainted with her mercenary dlfpofition, 
made her at once a prefent of fifty louls d’ors, to' 
have her at command in aprW /super fete-a~tetCy and 
fometimes alljiight, when her good husband knew 
it was by particulardefirc of his lordlhip. She was 
inconfolablewhcn her dear lord went away. AtMou- 
Ions, lord Cljve made acquaintance with a jolei pe* 
ilte ccuteliere, to whom he payed an extraordinary- 
price for the knives and fcillars he bought at bef 
ihop Indeed, file gave his lordlhip a great proof 
of love and difintcreftednefs, in propofing to leave* 
all hex concerns^ ajul to ft^low him. 

Though 
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Though lord Clive was naturally temperate, lie 
was fond of good Burgundy, and during his rcfi- 
clcnce at Macon, he had the belt that the territory 
produced. It is very remarkable, that the noble lord, 
who wasreferved, lofty, and penfive at home, was 
in France, gay, open, and converfable* A FrencK 
gentleman having been Informed that he was provi- . 
ded with the belt wine of that diftrift, fent 
compliments to him, and begged, as the Englifb 
engroffed all the belt wines in the province, the ho* 
nour to dine at his table. My lord having enquired 
w|io this gentleman was, and heard that he was a 
man of fafhion and fortune ; anfwercd that he 
thought himfelf exceffivcly happy to have good , 
Burgundy, as he flattered himfelf he would honour 
him with his company at dinner the next day, and 
as often as he pleafcd afterwards. This gentleman, 
whofename \s&s Monficurde Couches, wasa truly 
well bred man, free and facetious. My lord re- 
ceived him with great poIitenei> and good-nature, 
and paidhim the compliment to fay, he fliould ftay 
at Macon longer thgn he intended, on his account. 
Whenever lord Clive went to dine at his houfe, as 
Monficur dc Couches had ir ed m vain to procure 
for hiBguell wine of the lame quality, they agreed, 
that without farther trouble, his lordlbip fliould 
fend to Monficur do Couches a do^en of his. The 
wine merchant from whom his lordlhip had got it, 
ftrved none but EngUfh people, and begged his 
name fliould not be meorioned. 

From Macon, lord Clive went to Geneva, where . 
be intended to place his fon, as he did afterwards s 
he thought this academy might well anfwcr the 

Vol, II. 3 X purpofc 
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purpofc of a ftudent j but ill calculated for a man 
of plcafure and gallantry. 

Having vifiied the urciched capital of Savoy, 
inhabited by a beggarly nobility, he uent to 
Lyon, that opulent city, the rich manufadorlcs of 
'which are flill unrivalled in Europe, There hfs 
lordlhip ^\a^ known, and lived in great dale and 
fplendor. Though there were at that time great 
many Englifli gentlemen, and fome ladies in the 
jplacc, he affociated very liule with them, and 
ipent moft of his time in hrench families. 

' llislordlhip had bought at Paris a fetorhil- 
torical tapcllries of the celebrated manufatflurc 
of the Gobelins} fcvtral capital pictures, two 
compleat fcryiccs of the procclain of St. Cloud, and 
at Lyons he'purchafedaoTcai quantUy of velvets, 
rich filks, filter and gold tiflufs, £cc. dtfigned for 
his ufe, Of prefents to fomc of his correfpondcnis 
in Indin. He appeared frequently at the public con- 
certs, alTcmbhcs, plays, and other entertainment*, 
An Italian countefs famous by divers adventure^, 
who had doped from a jealous and troubicfome 
husband at Milan, with a young French gentle- 
man, svhofc finances began to be derangees, 
thought his {ordrtiip a viiy proper man to fupply 
his plac^ ; if not in her affedtions, at lead to n 
fbarc of favours, flic imigintd he would be in- 
titled for. as the highclt bidder. Lc Signora 
ContciTc was confunmare in the arts and intrigues 
Of galantry. She was made for plcafure and cn- 
jiyn.cnt t the vivacity and exprcluon of 1 rr eyes 
jnrpjted the ivoft infcnflblc, with dcfircs and rap- 
ture. She had commiinicated to her lover the va- 
luable ccnqucil flic mediuted, and as he \\>s to 

li 
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be a partner of the contributions (be flattered her- 
’felf her charms would raifc ; Ihc foon overcame 
his fcruples and lus delicacy. Lord Clue had 
feen her often in public’ places, and had even paf- 
led feme compliments on her beauty ; but file had 
given fcarce any encouragement to his addref- 
fes, ^her intention being de recuUr pour mteiae 
faider* 

One evening that the tragedy of> Alzira was 
adted, and the lioufe very' full his lordihip 
coming late, and the countefs having obferved 
that he was not conveniently feated, Ihe lent her 
•compliments, and offered him a place in her 
box, which he accepted. Between the adts (he 
rallied my lord with great wU and pleafantry, on 
his amufements with feme bourgtoifti and mer- 
clianis wives • and when he led her to Iier chair* 
after the play, offering to accompany her home } 
“ No, no, my lord,*’ laid Ihe, “ I would not 
have you difappolnt your feiedt coteries ; it Ts e* 
nough for me to have ihc'pleafurc to fee you in 
public This aftedted indifference, though it 
mortified his lordlhip’s pride, made him more ar- 
dent in ihe purluic, and he rcfolvcd to have her 
at any rate. The next day he wrote to her’a let- 
ter, which was publiflicd afterwards, and fcveral 
others, with the anfwcrs of the countefs, at Trc- 
\our, under the title of Lctkn of an Omrah and 
an Italian Couidefi I’hey were ufliered to the 
world by her brcnch lover, out of refentmcnc for 
a non performance of the articles on her part. The 
following is an exadk tranflaiion of fome of 
them. 


LET- 
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LETTER 1. 

Madam, 

“ Whatever conftrudlion you are pleafed to put 
upon my connedliuns with iome families in this 
city, I can alfure you with great truth, that they 
do not extend farther than a polite and a focial 
intercourfe, where love was ncyer of the party. 
Could i flatter myfelf,-ihat my homage fliouldnot 
be tejefted, you would loon be convinced how de- 
firous I am to pay that tribute to your charms. I 
thought k unUtnd (hat you Ihould refufe lak night 
to comply with my refpe^ful petition, ! repeat 
it again, and beg I may know if J can afpire to 
the happlnefs of being didingulHied in the croud of 
your admirers. You uill nor impute it to millrufl: 
or infincerity, if I do not fubfenbe my name.” 

To this letter, no anfwei was made, and the 
Countefs’s filencc and affefted refervednefs produced 
the dcficcd cffcG, in giving occafion to the next, 

*« Madam, 

“ 1 fuppofe you never was in love, othcnvlfe 
you would not keep me in this cruel furpence. I 
imrcat the favour of a line from your beautiful 
hand, and plcafc to the happy moment I Ihall 
be indulged with the verbal affurances of my inva- 
riable attachment.'' 


The 
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The anfw^r ^yas i 


»» Sir, 

“ If I have given no encouragement to your 
addrefies, it is becaufe I am determined not to la- 
cnfice my peace of mind to a tranfient gratifica- 
tion. Were I fure I fhould never have occafion to 
repent of having given my afTeftlons to a man 
who would be my protestor, not my deftroyer, I 
might explain myfelf mote to your fatisfadion. 
1 ill then I remain apprehenfive of the conlequences 
of a fatal pafllon.” 

“ Madiim, 

“ I am ready to fubfctibc to all the conditions you 
\/ill be pleated to dilate. As nothing upon earth 
can he put in compecitloo with your defitable per- 
fonj I (hall think. If I attain this pomr, foefiential 
to my felicity, that no terms ace untcaionable, pto- 
vided it IS in my power, to comply with them. 
PUafe to mention the ume and place for an inter- 
view, and you will be the arbiter of my dcftiny/* 

The following anfwcrdilblofes the views and the 
charadlcr of the lady. 

' Sir, , 

** Since you give me carte-blanche, you will (ee 
that I feem to avail myfelf of youc confidence and 
generofity. Previous to anv engagement, I muft 
acquaint you with my prefent fituapon in life, and 
the.real caufc of ray troubles and my difficulties. I 
^\a8 at the age of fixteen, taken from a convent to 

marry 
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marry a man of an Hluftrious family, though infe- • 
rior to mine, paft forty. 1 had an invincible aver- 
fion to his pcrfon, and mote fo to his, charafter j 
and to his connections} he had fpent his youth in 
idlenefs and debauchery, and entailed on himfclf 
the infirmities of old age ; his fortune was looked 
upon by my parents is a compenfation for all his 
vices and depravity. ' ■ 

As he had never converfed but with the moft 
contemptible part of our fex, he thought that vir- 
tue and fidelity in women,, were empty names. 
His companions were equally profligate and diflb- 
lute. He had nothing to pleafe, but with the dif- 
gufi. he naturally infplred ; no man ever tantalized 
a woman more than he did. To love fucha brute, 
was out of thp queftion : out of regard to myfcJf, 
'I afted with fuch prudencc'and' diferetion, that 
my conduct was never called in queftlon, but a 
few days before I left him. Nuiwithftanding I 
: carefully avoided all particularities’ with men, 
knowing his fufpicious dlTpofition,' he attributed 
.my coolnefs for him to Tome ideal lover, and in 
• the fits of his rage and jcaloufy threatened to con- 
fine me for life in a nunnery. ‘After fo many re- 
peated injuries during fix years, without provoca- 
lion or imprudence on my part } the young 
French gentleman, whom you have feen with me, 
having had a letter of recommendation for my de- 
ttftablc husband, was foon infornjed of my wrctch- 
ednefs, and afiured n)c to free me for ever of all 
thofc domcflic troubles and anxieties. The count 
, who -had fecn him once fpeak to me in private, 
published amongft all 'his friends and relations, 
that he had otulax ptoofa of his dlfixoaQUc and 

mine ; 
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mine t notwithftanding he watched- me narrowly, 

I happily reached the frontiers of France with my 
deliverer before he was apprized of the road we 
had taken. As the little money this gentleman 
had, with fome jewels I carried with me, were the 
only refources Ieft.us; they wUlbefoon exhaufted. 
Now to come to the point ; if you have for me the 
regard you profefs, I fhall be your’s ; provided, 
you pay pay two thoufand louis d’ors down ; one 
for the exigencies of my deliverer, who upon re- 
ceipt of them, ihall leave me immediately ; and 
the other to enable me to appear according to my 
rank and the ftyle 1 have Uved in. Befides I cx- 
peift in cafe of a rupture, that you will fettle one 
thoufand louis d’ors upon me. * As I underftand you 
have a fortune more than adequate to accept my 
propofaU, without 'nconvenicncy, let me knov/ 
immediately your intention, and if you agree to 
this, my door will be always opened to you. 

This letter puzzled hisdordftup after fome de- 
liberation, he llattcrcd himfclf yet to bring this 
affair ro the conclufion he wjfhed, for tvi-o or three 
iiundred louis d’ors. However, he thought it was 
very proper to diff-rable, and made the following 
anfwcr. 

^ “ Madam, 

I thill do rnyfelf the inexpreffiUs plesfure to 
wait upon ) ou to-morrow morning about eleven 
o'dodv. My implicit otedicne; !d%U •, cor direc- 
tions and cororaaijdt, ftilllsa-.oycu co dooLc of 
my fcotimenis.” 
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The counlefs thinkinghcr noble lover would not 
fail to adhere ftrldly to the conditions, upon which 
he was to enjoy fo many charms, condefeended 
to ’ accept two hundred louis d’ors as the preli- 
minaries or her furrender, and made lord Clive 
happy. As he appeared with her in public after 
their intimacy, a ^tiU marcharJay who, though lha 
had riveted his lordfliip’s afleftjons, and expedted 
an annuity for her kind fervices, was furious on this 
difeovery, and beftowed upon him all the epithets 
of a faithicfs, ungrateful, and perfidious lover, and 
gave vent to her rage in the following letter : 

** Could I expedtfuch a barbarous treatment, with 
the aggravation of the moft open marks 6f con* 
tempt ? I fhall be revenged of my worthlcft riv’^al 
and you } and you may depend that you will not 
both triumph long ovcrnwdifgrace and humiliation. 
This very woman, whole title addsto herinfamy, 
and whom yourfclf have fo many times called a 
compound of afFedlation and coquetry, has at laft 
fubdued your rcafon and your judgment. As you 
do not blulh to be the Have of this mercenary 
wretch, I do not pretend to reclaim you from fuch 
an inolotious conneflion. But you^wiU.know foon, 
that no man how ever fo exalted will ofiend me with 
impunity. His lordfliip, who did net intend to , 
continue in Lyon above ten or twelve days, exjiec- , 
ted foon to be rid of the complaints and reproaches 
of this incenfed fair, and to elude the demands of 
the counters, in blafling her expeftations." 

Indeed h?s galantries were likely to draw upon 
him the vengeance of two exafperated women, 
and the itfcniTritTit of a young man, who thought 

him- 
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iim'fclf injured and facriEced by the countefs and 
her new paramour. Thus love, jcalouly and dif- 
appointment concurred to dilturb my lord in the 
midll: of all his enjoyments. 

The young gentleman who had religncd the 
CQuntcfs upon the hopes ofavaluablcconfidcration, 
had received from her fifty louis d'ors, wliich hd 
thought was only a introdudtory logreatet 

rewards for his condcfccnfion. He became impa- 
tient to receivethc thoufand loulsd'ors; which hadi 
been fctikd for his lhare, and prclTed the countefs 
to give him immediate fatisfa£lion on this cficndal 
point ; and though her future claim to his lord- 
Jhip’s further payment, lay equally dormant, un- 
» dcr various pretences, the young Frenchman ful- 
pefted her to have wronged him m tho diftribution 
of his lordibip's bounty. A(5tuatcd by the famd 
fentimcnis ot revenge of the countefs’s rival, they 
made a common caufc, aod the young Frcnchmart 
who had fecn the firfi letters that had pafied bc« 
tween my lord and the countefs, had communica- 
ted tha contents to the mjrchandc* It was her who 
adviftd her new confederate to publilh part of thofc 
letters, with feme annotations on them, and before 
they were printed, divers palqu'mades allufivc to 
the couniefs’s irregularities, were fixed at her door> 
and other parts of the town. 

The countefs had been infofmed of the new al- 
liance betwixt hep former lover and her aniagonift ; 
flic cxpollulated ftiongly with his lordlbip on the 
procralUnation in regard to the filpulated payment 
bf the two thoufand louis d*ors, which was the 
caufc of all the rnifcluef her deliverer intcnd'-’d to do 
her, on a fuppofition that my lord liad fuI'iUcd his 
Yol. n. engage-; 
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engagements, and that (he had appropriated the ‘ 
money to her own ufc* She mtreaced him to fa* 
tisfy that ill-advifed and vindiftive man’s demands.* 
That as for her, as fhe expefied to accompany his 
londlhip, he might pay her at his conveniency. 
But lord Clive, at the very time he feemed to ap- 
prove of her piopofals, was preparing for his de- 
parture, to difcntangle himfelf all at once from her 
importunuics. The impertmence of the French- 
man, and the furious jealoofies of the marchandei 
two letters which he and the countefs received at 
the fame time, made him refolve to fet out from 
Lyon very early the next morning. ^ 

The firft dirc6:cd to hU lordfijip was from the 
French gentleman, in the following terms; 

'* Sir, 

“ I beg to know whether you have fulfilled youf 
engagements with Madame k Countejfe ? Was I 
not concerned in this tranfaiflion, I Ihould not take 
the liberty to ask the queftion j but as 1 have ad- 
vanced a confidcrable fum for her fuppori, and Ihe 
has promtied to pay me one thoufand louisd’ors, 
which you had agreed to give for toy own. ufe, I 
beg a fatisfaftory anfwer on that fubjeft. The 
money I am determined to have, &c. 

The other letter dire<fted to the countefs, was 
from her rival, but didbted by the two aflbei- 
ates. ^ 

Though you cannot blufh, in a few days you 
Will be exhibited to the public m fuch colours, that 
even your painted face will not able to bear the 
light. As you have enfhared petfons who have 

faved 
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faved you from deftrufl:ion,''and never gaW you- 
the leart oifence ; you have no right to complaiu- 
'of ihc effeds of their ImpUcaUle aolmofity . \V lv«te- 
cver you ftall fly, you will be expofetl : your ga- 
lantries are as notorious as yohr infidelity ? and* 
nbtwithftanding you impute ail your errors and 
your misfortunes, to the ill-grounded jealoufy and 
barbarous treatment of your forfaken husband, 
thofe who are acquainted with your tranfaftions^ 
are fenfible, you have not met yet with your de- 
ferts. The man whom you flatter yourfclf to have 
enflaved, is as faithlcls as yourfelf ; be certain, that 
your triumph fhall be of ihort duration, &c." > 

After having read their letters, ‘the two lovers 
feemed agitated with apprehenfions of fome mif- 
chievous' contrivance againft them ; and the coun- 
tefs befecched his lordlhip to haften his departure ; 
this he was refolvcd to do before flie was aware of 
if. EiTeiffively having prefcnied her with’ a purfe 
of fifty louis d’ors under pretence of purchafing iome 
neceflarics for her voyage } he took for ever hJs 
leav^ of the deceived fair, and the next morning 
before day break, his lordfiiip left Lyon and the 
two ladies at the entire difpofal of the French gert- 
tlemeru • 

trom Lyon his lordfliip went to Vienna, and 
from thence proceeded to Grenoble, where after a 
life of ’ plcafure 'and diflfipation, hs conceived the 
defign to fpend fome days in retirement, at the 
celebrated monaftery of the Carthufians. He was 
there according to the cuftom of thefe Amchontes 
^ moft hofpitably received ; and as it is a folitude al- 
moft inaccefllble and remote from any ihorouohfare, 
- he thought it. ad\ jfeablc to remain there four or five 



C 44= 1 

days, tliat the French gentUman atrd His ladies 
might not get any information of the road he had 
taken. What he was moll apprehenfivc of, was 
that the countefs might take in her, fancy, to come 
after him. However, as he was notin the leaft in- 
clined to cmbiacc the ftycre inilitutes of thefc fa- 
thers, after he had failed long enough with them^ 
and made them a prcfenc fuitablc to his reception. 
He went to Valence, and from thence to Avig- 
non. 

There he was received with grrat diftm^ion by 
the Pope’s viep'legate, and the nobility and gentry 
pf this capital and its vicinity, vied with each other^ 
in fliewing to this noble gueft tlie lame refpeA and 
attention. He had cxpetjcnccd the inconveniency 
of taking from the hands of a deflitute lover, a wo- 
man who hadeipped from her husband ; ihereforp 
his lordlhip had made a refolution, to have no in- 
trigues but with ladies, who might occafionally 
tranfgrefs the command, without forfeiting by fuch 
a ralh ftep, all lawful claims to conjugal fupport. 

, The lady whom he fingled out at Avignon for 
his amufementp a few tranfient amours excepted, 
.was an excellent wife, aceprding to the French no- 
tion, and much attached to her husband, who, 
thought ihe was a fccond Penelope. Was Ihe par- 
tial to any man? it was becaufc he had a true re- 
gard for her husband. Did Ihe go on a party of 
pleafure with a lov^f, without her beloved fpoufe ? 
It was 10 Ihew the world that he was not afraid to 
uufl: her With young fellows. PJad flie a rendez- 
vous with a favourite ? It was to do a fervzcc or an 
adl ofehacity to fome of her husbfind’s friends and 
relations, In^finCjlhc was always right, and alw.'iys 



^reto meet with the approbation, of her good man,.- 
who really was good-natured to a fault.' Madame 
de Souillaoffuch was her name) was very handfome, ’ 
and had what the French call 
complaifance, • flattery and« attentions, with a title, 
werefure to oain her heart,- and tha tranfltion to* 
the enjoyment of- her perfon was very rapid. . ' ' 
She had been' the vicc-lcgate’s favourite fultana, 
and flie was always invited at. the public entertain^ 
ments which he frequently. gave. It was, in one ofl 
rhernthat Madame, de SouUbc, obferved'thb atten-;- 
pon which the vice-legate paid to the. noble ftranr: 
gcr, \yho at the fame timC' took notice, that hec 
beautiful eyes had been for fome time fixed upon 
him. His lordlhip’s vanity' gave a favourable con* 
ftruftion'to thefe ogVmgs, and .took the firft op-r 
.portunity, toturn her bead, by the moftlavifli prat- 
ies on her pecfonal accompUthments,- in' order to 
prepoflefs her mind according to his dclires.' - We 
cannot pretend to fay, that lord Clive had that irre- 
fifliblc power of plcafing, which creates fudden paf- 
fions, but Madame dcSouillac whofe complexion 
chiefly conlifted of the ficry^ clementj wanted but 
an objcjSh to kindle the flame in her breaft, provi- 
ded he was a man of quality, who made a brilliant 
appearance. As my lord anfwercd this idea; the 
tender of his love could not be rejefted. The lady 
having named after fupper his lordflnp to be one of 
her. party at Quadrille, -he loft fome. louis d’ors dc 
' TncilUiirs %ract dii incnda and as Madame de Soutllac 
. had no equipage ; Ihe accepted without hefitation 
■ piy lord’s' propofal to fee her home in his carriage. 
She was too well bred, when the carriage ftopped 
at her door, not to defire him to walk in. My lord 
. ’ " • 
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afulaon, vrlvere Mondeut So\ivUa<j 
■Nvas playing at picquet with two of his friends, till 
the return of hU chafte fpoufe. This nobleman, 
faid fhe to her husband, who has had the policenefs 
tp accompany me, is the EngUllj lord, whofe bril- 
liant equipage and livery you took notice of the o- 
ther day. He intends to refidc here fome time ; I 
hope the vice-legate will not engrofs his company to 
liimfelf, and that we fliall have the honour to fee 
him often, enfatnelle* To this the good husband 
anfwered, that he was cxceflively obliged ' to Ma- 
dame deSouiilac, for having procured him the ac- 
quaintance of a man of his merit and diflinftion ; 
and to cultivate it would be a great addition to his 
happinefs. My lord returned the compliments, and 
begged the gentlemen to continue their party, 
which was foon hnidted* 

Madame de SouIUac refumed the convetfationi 
in informing mylord with the bad ftate of health of 
htreher mrt, who on that account rcfided chiedy 
at his CQuntry-houfe near Torcalquicr, for the bc- 
aeht of the air. As foriny part, added (he, lam' 
not fond of rural amyreroenis, I give the prefer- 
ance to our little capital, finceueare doomed to 
live in a remote province from Paris. As Ifeldom 
go out but towards the evening, and dine often at 
home, youare fure my lord always to find me, and 
to be cxcelHvely welcome. To th's, my lord an- 
fwered by a profound bow : * I found your carriage 
fo eafy, that indeed it would tempt me to go out 
for an airing oftener than 1 ufed to ; and if agreea- 
ble, we Ural! pay a vifit to Monfieur SouiUac, one 
. of ihefe days, andtakewithhimzoidiwrc/iais/jeJrr. 
My lord agreed to all thefc propofols, and having 

protnL*. 
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^OThiffd to come the next day about noon to in- 
quire ccmment Mraifttur et Madame- 'avcient pajfe Id '■ 
nuU. He took his leave. ' " ’ 

The next day his lordflilp having been announ- ‘ 
ced, though Monfieur'yeSomUac was in his ftudy* ' 
'was led into Madame ’s apartments, according to 
her orders. She was at her toilette, dans k dijha* 
bilk les phis galant. “Ah! my lord,” faid Hie, 

“ You have almoft furprized me, before I was in a ' 
condition to receive you.”' But 1 know the EngUih 
gentlemen are- modeit and baili^ul, confequently I 
was not apprehcnfivc that you fiiould have been 
tics entrepromr.t. 

The reader perhaps' may qoeftion the truth of 
thefe conveefations j hislotdfoip at his return fre-* 

^ quently related to his friends the feveral intrigues 
he bad with French ladies, and the conferences* 
which were the prelude of their furrendering ac 
diferetion. My lord was feated on a fopha, whiltt 
Madame fometimes contrived, without deviating 
in the leaft from ihz bien/eaiices to flrew a. d'une 
Uaute raxijJantCy and charming legs which were 
unprcjiige axanta^e pourk rejte- After her//7^ di* 
cliaiubre had performed her fcrvicc, (lie dif. 
mured, and left the noble lord and the lady, in the 
mod eligible fituation of a lete-a-teic. Madame 
th; Soulllac, qui etoit a^ierri was not in tiie lead a- 
. fraldjof my lord’s 

, As Madame de Souillac’s intention was to ad- 
mit his lordfliip conftanily at her toiler, without 
fufpicion or inipcdimcnr, and that he might have a 
free accels to her apartment at all times foe 
thought it was hut realonabls to acquaint herhef^ 
band once for all, that my lord ’.vi, v.iih at:, de- 
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fired his compliments and (hould be glad to feS 
him. Chez Madame, In coafequcnce of this polite 
fneflagCj Monfieur de Souillac knocking at the 
door with the moft humble deference, was admit* 
ted and moft gracioufly received by his roatchlefs 
wife ; and the ufual compHincnis having pafTcd be- 
tween my lord and him, Ihe laid, (he was extreme- 
ly fenfiblc of hts complaifancc and attention, to 
conic and inquire after her health, and more fo for « 
having agreed to dine and fpend the evening with 
her. Indeed, reply’d Monfieur de Souillac, lam, 
exceffively obliged to his lordfliip, and happy to 
hear you will fpend your time (o agreeably^ I hope 
my lord will not take tt ill if on account of my ' 
health, I go to fpend a week m the country, and 
that during my abfence he will continue his kind 
'vifits on the fame amicable footing. As for youj 
Madame de Souillac, I do not pretend to complU 
ftienc you, when I fay that no woman does the ho- 
nour of her houfe with more judgment and decen- 
cy. It is a great misfortune to be infirm, and that 
lam forced to deprive royfelf of my lord’s ufeful 
and entertaining converfation ; bur, I hope my 
lord and you will favour me with a vifit m the coun- 
try before I return. I know, faid Madame, that 
my lord will excufc you, and ftiould be very forry 
de veils derojiger. Certainly, added my lord, *I 
beg fir, you will not mind me, and when I am at* 
your houfe not to alter in the Icaft your manner of 
living. As you give me that pcrmiflion, faid Mon- 
fieur de Souillac, cil^dme della cafa. After this 
explanation fo agreeable to all parties, the good 
gentleman retired, and went out for bufinefs, be- 
. for? 
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before he did ftC out for his c''untrj feat Vrus 
•tGitJ, dit al }s i'^adan^y q^iejrjincr, ijl k rsulcAr 
f^nme de m ndc» We Have never any ot chefejarr<i 
and quarrels unbecoming peefons of falhion ? he is 
never more plcafcd than when I amufemylelf in the 
company de quel^ie aimahk cevaher No reltnfliorx 
upon my conduct , no jealoufy df ftrudbive of all 
locial intercourfe You fee he is old enough to be 
Jny father , but I hke him better than a young 
mm, who had been perhaps an unfaftnonable huf- 
bmd, accompanied me wherever I went^ and 
plagued me with conjugal love , eJi faii/afl d'dte 
jolun^t importune No, Monficurdebpuillac and I 
Ii^e togeiherylir /i* /ow, diftant apartments, fe- 
perate beds and different companies, aiLpted to our 
age and inclinations In Iced, faiu my lord, this 
IS a charming lift Maitiage is not well underllooii 
amongff us , W(« know nothing but us Ihac! !e$ and 
Uiptrpnui comrie ilfaiit mFmice, enjoy tl\% pLa- 
fures of that free ftate 

Now what I require of you, my dear fir, if the 
charms y ou are pleated to allow me hat e made up- 
on you the imprclTion you fpeak of, is m cafe my 
partiality for you, fliould m loiue critical moments, 
that all women have, nnke me yield to your in- 
treaties and perhaps your repeated attacks, that you 
do not boaff ungeneroufiy of your triumph, and 
th<it I mav depend upon your attachment anddif- 
cretion No doubt, but tl at the rioblc lord anfwered 
ill the afiimat "l u th the additional profeiEona 
of courfo of an mv»olabIt. and unfeigned love 
After th s eflential eccla rciffement, my lord bt-- 
pan Ins approaches, and tookpofllffion of the out- 
works wi h ro other refiftance, than what a little 
Vol II 3 L decor ^ 
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decorum required. The place liad furrendered at 
diferetion, had ihe general been provided with am- 
monition ♦, but rather than to commit his reputa- 
tion, after they had interchanged the moft raptu- 
rous kilTes, our hero made a prudent though noc 
perhapsan honourable retreat. Afterfome minutes 
of filence, the lady recovered from her diforder, 
and fetching a deep iigh, faid, “ How weak wo- 
men are ! I bid you to defift, when I widied you 
Ihould proceed. You know to conquer, without 
availing yourfcif of the victory.’* This keen re- 
proach mortlBed tjie weak a/laiilanr, and to be re- 
venged of his backwardnefs and her dvfappoint- 
ment, Madame de SouUlac rang the bell for hex' 
chambermaid, who came accordingly to help hef 
mil^rcfs to Bnifli herdrels. 

My lord having taken two difhes of ftrong cho- 
colate, by Madame dc Souillac’s prcfcriptlon, now 
thatlbe wasftubiiife dawk grand gcut,' it wasagainCh 
the rules of the fcavar itvre to make any attempt 
which might have derange Jafarure* She propofed 
to my lord to take an airing in his carriage before 
dinner, and as foon as the amoureau Uanfi with the 
lady were’ out of the gates of the city, Ihe began 
the following intercftiog converfation : 

*• I muft confefs, my lord, that there is in our 
fex a rtrange inconfiftency. We wilh to preferve 
- the appearance of what tlje vulgar call virtue, 
though we look upon it as a troublefomc check to 
our deareft inclinations, and are often difplcafed at 
the timidity of the man nc Jo\c for sdttng accord- 
ing to injuntjlions ; wc conlideras a matter of form, 
diametrically oppofite to our cxpcdVationS.'‘Though 
I do r,at lake you {or a acvice^, you perhaps tixaf 
. nor 
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not know that moft French women of quality look 
upon an Infult to their charms, which few have the 
generofity to forgive any procraftination, when they 
have prepared gradually, and wifh for the Hicurcux 
injlant. As for, my part, I am not fo drift or fo un- 
forgiving i though I do not like to be baulked, 
andam always forty to have ihewn my weaknefs, 
when it is not conducive to the gratification of my 
defires ; I make feme allowance for a lover’s Hag- 
nation at certain times,, who with the moft'ardenc 
pafilon may, for dlfTercnc caufes, relent at the lad 
ftage of his purfult. My intention was to make 
you happy this morning, and many other women 
who love with lefs ardour and fincent^, would have 
plagued you witli a lon^and a tedious courtfhip. 
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hg h d mfied. He addtd, that he hoped he fliould 
ha/C. fuon another to rttric\e his dnrafter and the 
ladvcs oOod opimon, and pro%c to her tint he was 
not inlcnhble of the great favours he flattered him- 
felf to obtain 

After an e'^curfionof two hours, they returned 
|totne and dined in the greateft harmony, dipping 
jiow and tiien the airo vs of the mifchievous little 
into champaign and burgundy, 
foire ladies -ind gentlemen, who cams in the 
aftcrncon to pay a \ifii to Madame de Souiliac, and 
whom file could not well difpenfc to rcrciv c, though 
agaui*''^ her incliratioo, interrupted Lr a time cur 
lovt-s ieU a~tetc, Madame dc SouiIIac after they 
were gone, having begged Ins Jordfliip’s leave to 
undre's himfelt, for rcalons the reader may csfily 
gUfcls , my lord for fc.nr of being taxed again of 
backwardnefs or omiflioa, p'-opofed to accompany 
her. Ihe chamber-maid luvmg been difniilTed, 
the lady threw herfelf carclcfly on the foplia, where 
the noble |ord received her, witli the moll eager 
embraces 

My lord’s afl dutticstoMadatncde Souiliac, were 
fron the topic of the conver/ation of the beaq 
mondc . everybody knew their intimacy, whilfi 
cIk husLird did not even harbour an idea injurious 
to his Jady'sv utue To filence cenlure and detracF 
t on, ihc/ now and then vifiicd the psffivc husband 
p/fl ferrf, who thought h'mf U greatly honoured 
ith this ccnnciS.jcn, and did not treat my lord a? 
Ins vf cap, but as apqwcrful and relpeftabic 
auxihary, 

Thcvicc legate who knew Madimc dc SouilJac’s 
caliaatnc«, andhadbimfllffharcd her bounty, con- 

graiu- 
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gratulated my lord upon his conqvieft, adding, he ^ 
was glad Ills lordihip had taken her from his hands, •• 
as required too much duty. My lord joked 
himfelf upon his homt foituhe, which farrcafnis 
Joined to liis debiUcy, caufed the Udy’s dlfplcalurc 
and rertntment. 

Iviy lord, having revtalcd to the ylch legate fc- 
vcral ludicrous circumftances of his intrigue, uirli 
Madame dsiSouillac, and the prelate having di- 
vulged them to fomeof his intimate acquaintance^ 
of both fexes, Madame le comtefle de la Motte, 
who like her friend had, indulged hcrfelf In promlf- 
cuous gallantries, but was capable of attachment 
even to women ; one morning waited upon Ma-» 
dame dcSouillae, whilft lord Clive was in her a- 
partment. As they had been connedted for many 
years part, clileily by a conformity of inclinations, 
and Mjidame de la Motte had defired the fervant 
• to let his miftrefs know,' thatlhc had fomethingof 
confequence to impart to her ; Madame de Souillac 
begged his lordfhip would excufc her for half an 
hour, to which he anfwercd in the affirmative. 

1 fuppofe, began the countefs, when fhe faw 
.Madame de Souillac, little confufed, that you was 
up ftairs with your dear EngUfh lord. Whac 
makes you think fo ? replied Madame de Souillac* 
Becaufe I know, anfwered the countefs, qu*il m 
bous^fpai de cbes iczn et -vous etes. Cosjfee de las. 

Well, my dear countefs,” faid Madame de Sou- 
illac, “ Suppofe all what jou fay is true, you can- 
■ nor condemn me, Bncc you would sdt the fame fe 
il rear (cvoit affichce. Perliaps I might, confefTed 
gandidly Madame de la Motte', but Were I infor- 
’ ‘ . med 
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med thar lie does not defcrvc my a/fedtjon, I ivcuJd 
withdraw it from a worthlefs objeii:. But is it the 
cate ? faid Madame de Souitlac. I am forry lo 
tell you he has abufed your kindnefs, and expofed 
you in the moft illiberal manner. This is the very 
fubje^t of my vifit, and if you have patience to 
hear me, I will let you know tlie particulars of his 
ungenerous proceedings. You arc fufficienily veil 
acquainted with thecharadler of the vice-legatc, not 
to be ignorant of his propenfity to turn in ridicule 
moft women who have had for him <]}ielques pctites 
foihltjfes. You and me have experienced his mgri- 
titude and his dcteic. He has a long while fufpeclei 
and indeed all the town, that my lord bad an in- 
trigue with you. As for their lurraifes, you def- 
pite them as well as I, as long as private converfa- 
tion is not betrayed* nor the miimacy of the par- 
ties revealed. Madame de la Tour the reigning 
miftrefs, whofe name mufl never be mentioned, 
cannot keep, as you know, even the fccrets of 
her paramour. I'wo days ago, the vice legate re- 
lated to her a converfation you had with my lord, 
when you took with him for the firft time an ai. 
ring in your carriage, with many circumllances, 
which really make you appear as a majfaline. You 
know, if my lord did not juftice to your charms the 
■firit time you furrendered at difcrction, and if you 
gave him afterwards a tenure on his rcniiflnefs. Do 
not hefitate ; Is this true, or an invention ? Ah ! 
my dear, anfwercd the counicfs, it is too true : I 
am fcandaloufly ufedand betrayed. My lord has 
befides declaicd to the vicc-legate that he would 
foon refign his poll, as he was not able to hold it 
' . longer, 
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longer, with many other railleries of that kind, . 
which nViU hurt your reputation, as no man after- . ' 
wards who has not the ftrength of Hercules will , 
engage with you, finceyoo arc infatlable lo your 
dchres. Well, my dearcountels, faidMadamcde 
^ouillac,what (hall Ido ? the perfidious wretch is up 
ftaits I {hall I go to him and load him with cuefes and 
reproaches? No my dear, anfwered fhe, ins better 
to poftpone the efFcdls of your vengeance, till you 
are more cool and m'ore deliberate. Ring the bell 
and let him know by your chamber maid, that fomc 
family affair has obliged you to go out with me, 
after yoLC*and me are gone in my carriage. 
Madame de Souillac acquiefied to this propofal 
and went to the houfe'of the Counicfs. Her vani- 
ty was more offended- tjian her love concerned in. 
this difeovery. Indee’dj my lord had lately fo much . 
neglcdtcd her charms, that Ihe had thought ofdc- 
l‘igning him a fucceffbr ; only Jhe expcdlcd my lord 
would make focne acknowledgment for all the fa- 
vours Ihe had fo freely. bellowed on him, though 
fhe was far from being of a mercenary difpofition, 
if fhe treated him with the fame kindncls till Jus 
departure. She communicated her intentions to 
her triend, who really coincided with her in opi- 
nion, that fhe ffiould not be dupe of a man who 
had betrayed her, in regard to money matters, and 
that ike had a fine opportunity to te\[ him, that 
fome difagreeable family aff^airs having happened, 
and Monfieur de Souillac having contracted fome 
engagements, which he could nor fulfill, the cqri- 
fequences would be dangerous, if a friend did not 
lend you 2000 pilloles, to extricate yourfclf from 
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the prcftnt difficulties. This plan was approved 
of, and Madame de Souillac proroifed to dffienibic 
her refentmenc till fhe had compalTed her defign. 

Lord Clive who had engaged her to feveral ex- 
pences really intended to make her a prere.nt for 
the extra he had put her to ; but moft likely he 
had not eftimated them fo high asMadame de Sou-’ 
iliac. She returned home after dinner, and her 
noble vlfitor came according to cuftom, towards 
the evening, whom (he received with the fame ap- 
parent cordiality, but Ihe feemed dejected aud un- 
happy in her mind. He naturally inquired the rca- 
fon, and begged, if it was not a fecretj, flic was 
not authorized to reveal, to tell him the fubjefbof 
her grief. She firft made an^ apology for troubling 
him with her family affairs,,’ magnihcd the derange- 
ment of her finances, and concluded, by a pathetic 
ftory of her alarming lituation, with the intimation 
of the immediate want ofa friend’s affiliance. My 
lord believed^ all this to be true, andfecmingly con- 
cerned for her afflidlion and embarraffment, promi- 
fed to give her the next day a bill upon his banker at 
Lyons for looo pifloles, adding, that if it did foit 
him, he would contrive to advance her the ether 
thoufand. It feems as if ihc generous proceeding* 
had obliterated the memory of her wrongs, for he 
continued his vifus as ufual, and fiie never upbrai- 
ded him for w hot Mas paft, in expcdtation of the 
next payment. Indeed, two da)S before his depart 
ture from Avignon, he difeonunued hls vifit;-, 
hc'forcfiw that Madame d- Souillac would lay new 
clainison account of the conditional promlfe he had 
made. BuPlhe never knew but the very day t) at 
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Ke dlfappearedi that he had the ilhiej arid 
flie comforted herfelf with the fum flie had received 
for her charms, whdft Jord Clive thought her fe-* 
ere: and repeated ferVices delcrvcd luch a pre- 
mium. ' , 

His lordfliipwent from Avignon to Alx, where 
two Bfiglifh gentlemen of hhfoplhire on their tra- 
vels having heard, from one of his fervants, after 
he had alighted at the fame hotel) who he Vas 1 
one of them, whofe family had been at varianca 
with lord Clive, on account of the parliamentary in* 
lereft he had purchafed, fpokc difrefpeifhfully of the 
noble lord’s iranla^tions in Europe and Afia. This 
having been related by the fon of the landlord to 
the noble lord’s valet de chambro, he informed hii 
matter with the contumacious fpeech of his young 
countryman My lord, thought at firft it was bet- 
ter to dilTcmble his refcntracnt than to make a fra- 
cas j but the author of tKele afperfions having re- 
ceived the mod unfavourable impreSion of his lord- 
fhip from his parents, and was a gieat proficienC 
in the arc of fencing, rook upon himiclfto be the 
champion of bis friend's quarrel, and by repeated 
provocations which he publicly avowvd, forced 
hts lordOiip to take notice of the injurious reporia 
he had propagated to bis difadvantaoe. One morn- 
ing, he fenc a mefTagc ro the young gentleman to 
acquainthini, he Ibo^d b? glad to ke him with hiS 
trieiid ; to which the fpiriced youth anfwercd, that 
though he looked upon lord Clive as his equal, noc- 
withflanding his Inlh tide and decorations, and 
thought lie might as well have taken the trouble to 
come to his ciwn apartment j for fear his lordfhip 
Ihould conllrue his refulai id wait upon him into 
Vol. H. 3 M fear 
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icar ami umldity, he fliOuUi immediately repair to 
my lord’? lodgings ; where lis went accordingly 
with Ills friend. 

My lord having deiired the gentlemen to be fca-. 
ted, addrefled his aggrcflbr, faying, “ bir, as i 
“■ know nothing of yoo, I am much more furpii- 
“ zed at the liberty you have taken with my cha- 
radler, and that you fliould have been fo bufy, 

“ in vilifying rny origin and my relations. \Va5 
“ \ou not a young man, rather below ray notice 
“ and my Nnkin life, I Ihould not confine myfelf 
to a verbal corredion, but make you fcnftble, 

'* if on equal terms, in another manner, of your 
raflinefs and imprudence. Whatever you can 
fay of me, my coodudt in India and at home, 

** baflies all the impotent cfTorts of envy and cen- 
fure.** 

To this the young gentleman anf;\crcd with 
great compofore, ** My lord, I hope you never 
' •< will know any thing of me, but what is honour- 
'** able and confident with a liberal way of think- 
ing. As for the liberty I have taken with your 
*' charafVef, I fhall not retra^ whar I have advan-. 

ccd. When you came here, I faid before fame' 

“ Engllfii gentlemen, who faw you alight from 
your carru'ge, behold • our country nabob, \ 
who having with the fpoilsof the Eaftinlluenced 
“ yenal ek^ors tobrm^into tht fenate his obfcurcv-' 
“ relations and the defpicable tools of his abufed 
power and opprefiion, now travels in France to 
difpliy Jus oUentatioos pageantry.. 'Though { 

** am norfo well acquainted with your Indian iran- 
fadlions, as with yoyr manoeuvres in elcdcions, I - 

have 
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inve a fufHcjcnt Inrormatton to make good my 
“ charge. In regard to jour origin and your^rc- 
lations, I fhould not have rcRcctctj upon thtfe 
fortuitous difllnifdons, had you not infulied my 
parents and difgufted all the gentlemen of our 
“ country by jour luughtinefs and arrogant die-. 
“ rate*'. I lhail not claim anj' indulgence as a 
“ young map, and I think myfclfupon a parv/iili 
“ you, notwithftanding your/titlcs and honours ; 
“ often proftituied to undeferving upftarts. I 
fliall fubrnic to no corrcwdon, neither I refpedt 
** of what you call ralhncfs and imprudence, and 
“ which I name juftlcc due to my friends and to 
“ myfelf, I believe with you, that the immenfe 
weilth you arc polTcflld of, will defeat the in- 
tents of all Inquiries into your condufk at homo 
and abroad.” He concluded by faying, “ My 
lord, if you require further fatisfaflion, I ihail 
** not leave this place for thefe two monthit to 
“ jcome.” 

My lord feeing that he wis a young gentleman 
ddermiiisiy got up, as a fignal for him andliis com- 
panion to witladraw, thinking very rightly that if 
j[i3 was obliged to draw the f.vord, for all reflexions 
call on his military and civil iranlaXtons, he tbould' 
i)e obliged to be In a ftatc of a perpetuaLw'ar. 

He remained but a few days at Aix, during 
which he comforted hiqifelf with an En’glifh lady, 
" famous for hergaUntnes and infidcliti.s to her lo- 
vers, and to v;hofc ftirine he paid his mite. 

Before he did fet out from that city , Madame de 
Souillac who had been apprized of the road he had 
taken, fenC him the following epiftle, iranflated 
verbatim. , - , . 

‘‘ My 



L 4,8 1 


Mj ’ord, 

' Your urcxpcdlcd departu l from Avignon, 

* deprived nit or ihe opporturity of upbraiding 
jou as jou dtft-rvc, for joifr ungenerous bthd* 
“ viour in regard lo n c M) gratitude for the 
little iervict )OU have done me cannot filcnce 
“ try juft compUmts for )our injuries. It is not 
that I am much aftttftcd by your treacherous 
“ proceeding, but lam g*ad to let you Lnow.that 
1 think you uorth'pls of any reputable \ ciran s 
attad-mt-’r I did rot forclee, when I received 
" you at iny houfe as a friird, and a man whom I 
thought nicritcd a particular regard , that you 
would join with the vice legate, in ircatingire 
** w th the higheft contempt and ridicule Whate- 
ver are my frailties and my imperfciftions, you 
** Ihould have been the laft man loexpofe them j 
** and for feme part of our private converfations, 
** that you base betrayed, with the addition of 
•* fatyr and irvercion I ilurk no man of honour 
** fhould boaft of the conFdtncc repofed in h m to 
abulc It. I 1 ave only a famtary advice to give 
you, do nrt flatter jourfclf that your opulence 
** can give a sarnilh to il e iru ft unjuftiluble pro- 
“ ceedings. There are many women like n e who 
“ way be deceived by appearances , but when the 
“ treachery is deitacd, the oljcct become nicrc 
hateful and delpicable, m prt jortion as his fta- 
“ upn IS rooie txahed 1 dare fav , 1 fliall never fee 
you, nor irdced do I wilh to be ever connc<ftt.d 
** with 3 man fo deceitful. Was it worth my 
»* whilfjl cculd report you mihc colours that you 
“ deferve 
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‘ dcferve to my friends at Aix, and fome rekii- 
« ons I have at MarfciUes ; but I do not think it 
f worth tny while to think pf you after I have 
' toncludtd and fubfenbed myfclf with the hlgh- 
‘ eft contempt and indifference, 

■ M, de SouUlac.^ 

My lord was nettled with this letter, and as 
he was confclous he defejved part of the lady’s re- 
proaches, lie wiflied the vice-legate or his confi- 
dants had never mentioned lome^ railleries, which 
indeed ill repaid jhe lady’s kindnefs and hofpi- 
tality. ' ' 

Of all the towns of France, Marfeillcs Teemed 
the moft defirablo abode to his lordlhip j and in- 
deed as a commercial city, it w^s the, place where 
he found moft ol the principal inhabitants eager to 
fhew him all marks of refpedt and attention, on 
account of tlic reputation of his immenfc wealth, 
which will always give the pre-eminence In Juch an 
cmpirlum. He hired at three nulcs dlftance from 
the town a little villa, which the Marfeillois call a 
Caffine, and there he purpofed to live fome time 
for the benefit of the air and the convcniency of 
fucretenjoyments, The reader muft not judge by 
the mulciphciiy of adventures his lorcilliip had with 
women, that he was an Hercules ; he wapjed new 
objeflsio iharpen hisappetites; and none anfwered 
the cravings of his imagination. ' However, the 
principal motive of bis retirement was, to fatisfy 
ibme of hisfenfes m a conftant fupply of the pret- 
ty provcncah; w|io arc fprightly and v.vaclous 
‘without interruption. To the moft eminent mer- 
chants 
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chants lie gave fumpiuous entertainments, and to 
their wives and daugbtersi balls and Httle concert'. 
lJut the man who contrlbiwtd chieily to his amufe- 
nients, \\as one Monficur Bcllon, a broltcr, ^hofe 
molt profitable branch of buliiiefs vv as to procure, 
women of eafy virtue to ftrangers, who had will 
and power to reward munificcmly Ins fecret lervi- 
ccs, He \\.i.itec{ on the noble lord, as the moll 
likely man to give him great cncouragemenr, and 
made him a le'nder of his nuniftry. My lord and 
his broker became foonacquaintcd uithcaCli other’s 
Temper and inclinations, and as Bellon was a man 
of addrcls and Infinuating, he foon managed all 
his lordihip’s domeftte affairs. 

He brought. daily his bill of fare, which con* 
lifted of now difcoveries relative to women, calcu- 
lated for my lord’s paftime. Some were married, 
others languifliingwidows, and the major part girls' 
of pleafure j winch Bellon introduced In the mo- 
deft aitirc of citizen’s daughters, after they hati 
been properly inftrudted in the pan they were to 
ail. If my lord did not throw his handkerchief to 
every one, he difmiircd ihcm^ll fatisfied with little 
prc'fcnts. This was really living like an Eallern ■ 
ibvcrcign, andif my lord had no roafon to boalt of 
conqueiis that belonged to the public, he enjoyed 
the lilufory fatisfadionof flattering himfelf to have 
had the firft fruits. 

As'Bcllon did not acquaint my lord with tin? 
connexions of the woman dcligned for his plrafu.v, 
he was likely to.jinvolve his patron in a di'agrcca- 
blc affair, by inlifting for his fcrvice, one of the 
prettieft girls la MarfciUcs:-fi)c w’as the miftrefs 
ot a captain in the French navy, who w’as gone to 

Toulon 
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Toulon for n few days. Unluckily my lord took 
a particular fancy to her, and as herdady pay ex- 
ceeded the yearly allowance of Monfieur.do Ker-' 
fant, her keeper, Hie was rcfolved to continue lier 
intimacy with my lord, after her jtalo'ts fiirvdllant 
'return. Monfieurde Kerfant having called at her 
houfe feveral times one evening, and having in vain 
inquired from her maid the rcafon of this extraordi- 
nary abfence, polled his fervanc in the llrecr, with 
orders to obferve if any man accompanied her home, 
and to acquaint him of the time file returned. 
About tliree o’clock in the morning, fhe knocked 
atJaer door, and wifhcd a good night to Bellon, 
who had feen her Iiome. As the fervant could not 
in the dark diftinguifli who he was, lie folloWcd 
-him at a dift.ince, nil became to his houfe, ando- 
pened the door himfelf with hi-jkey. The fervant 
who knew Bellon’s refidence, reported to his mallet* 
the next morning, whathehad feen j and de Kcr- 
fan furious went to bis miftrcl?, to convince her of 
the proofs he had of her infidelity. She was not 
up, but this circumftance did not prevent him from 
going into her bed-chamber, wlicre he had accefs' 
at all times, and he awaked her with .the mofi: 
poignant reproaches of her ingratitude and perfidy ; 
and having added, that he knew all Belon’s vile ' 
arts to feduce her, forwhich he Ihould call him to 
an account : Ihe naturally concluded, that he was 
apprized with her intrigue with my lord.*. She did 
not attempt to deny the or fo exculpate 'her • 

guilt, but anfwercd in a pafiion, “ I defpife your 
anger and your tbreatenings ; as I have changed 
my fituation for the better, I dechre to }ou, that I 
fiuU go again to my lord, and that from this day 

I think 
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1 think myfelf no longer accountafele to you tOf 
my actions. This contcffion \^hich proceeded, 
from the idea that Kerlant was acquainted « nh the . 
whole tranfaiftion, gave him a further information,- 
and he faw at once that BeJIon was only the agent, 
and his lordihip his happy rival. After lome al- 
tercation, Mooficur de Kerlant retired and went 
tcrMr. Bellon, rcfolved to punilh him for his infa- 
mous brokage. 

Having been admitted into his counting-houfe, 
as foon as Bellon was infurnied It wzs Monfieur do ^ 
Kcrfant who wanted to fpeak to him, he was not at 
a lofs to gutls the fubjcA of his vifit. He defircd 
one of ins clerks to conduct him into a private a- 
' pattenent up ftaits v and Belton having made his 
appearance ? “ Ah I ah, Monfieur Ic Maqocrcau,’* 
laid Kerlant in addrelTiog him, “ I dici not know 
that you ac'ted in^ihis honourable capacity, other- 
wife I might have employed-you before now. But 
lince you have debauched a woman, whom I 
thought true tq me, and rpade for her and jourfelf 
a dctcllablc bargain ; without. larthcr ceremony I 
ihill cine you as 'you dcfer’ve, and immediately 
applied UfKin his flioulJcrs feme fcverclfrokcsvsith 
his flick. Bellon’ prudently pocketed the alfront, 
-rcfolved to make his lordihip pay for hisdifgrace. 

■ From thence IVIonficujde Kcrfant proceeded m 
my lord's yiH-tf ^nd having been admitted, he fald 
to his lordfliip, he came to ^demand fitisfaffion lor 
the injury he had done him. If I have given you 
any olKnce,^ anfvetctf h^ lordlh'p’, it is not wil- 
luUy, as 1 liaic_nfd ihe'plcafure to Know you. 
'I'hat may be, replivd de Kerfant, but T fupinlc, 
my lord, you arc noi’ljjnorant of my attachment 
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lo 4 V Oman, tlut Belton has procured you, In allc- 
naung htfc aSbclions far me. In regard to this im-, 
putation, faid my lord, If I have feen any lady 
that belong to you, I think myCclf no more guiky 
in thatrelpefi: of a breach of honpur, or any in- 
tended injury^ than if I was connefled with the 
wife of a man ivlrom I have never feen nor heard 
of before ** So itiy lord, you waff not apprized 
that Mrs Duvarger was the kept mdlcefs of Mon- 
fieurde Kerfanr^ a captain in the king's navy ? ‘*I 
never heard,” anfwered my lord, “ your name 
mentioned before ; and if. the lady" has thrown 
herfelf into my arms, no matter by wHofe means 
and contrivance ; you cannot blame me.” Well^ 
my lord,’* concluded Mr. dc "Kcrlant, This ex- 
planation U fu(T!Ct«int, but in regard to your tnul- 
nry Monfieur Beilon, I have given him a retcipc 
in full for his officious condudl.” 

Monficur deKertan retired after ihU ccclairicifle- 
tnenr, refoked to abandon his miftrcfs to themjblu 
lord. 

As for Bellon he comforted lumfelf for tlie igno-i 
minlous puniRimcnt he had received, with the 
perquifites and other druceurs he had enjoyed, 
whilrt acting under rrty lord’s comn)ifkon. ' 

Tins little difturbincc engaged his lordfhip to 
leave his luile villa fooncr than he intended. Hav- 
ing vifitcd the arfcnal and the |;mg’s dock at 1 ou- 
lon, he rciufnui m his way to fcngland, ihrough 
MontpslhurL', Touloufc and Bourdeaux. 
Mnraihal dc Hichehcu, governor of Guinea, who* 
had been the molt aorteaUle debauchee in France^ 
being informed of hii. lordfhip's arrival, fentone of 
his gentlemen to his lordlhip, with the molb obit- 

Vul. II. 3 N ging 
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g*iRg invication to rrake to live ai fcmde at bis ho*' 
*icJ, as long ashU lordfliip ftould refide la Bourde^ 
aux. Lord Clive in conreqoencc of this policencfs 
vailed immejtaiely upon the doke, and afiured' 
him that he u as loo ftnfible of his Lind offers, and 
too well acquairied with the Marclhal’s merit and 
focial qualincations, to omit any opportnnuy to re- 
Ibrr to the feat of his government, which under his 
aufpiccs muff be the abode of Mars, Venus and 
Apollo. Thcmarclbal, who ftill endeavoured to 
fupport the reputation of a man a brnr.:: fcTluiHS, 
was highl)’^ delighted with the compliment, and 
repaid it in contriving to procure to his noble gueft 
all the plcafurcs in his power. He had for the form 
fake a miftreff, widow of a member of the parlia- 
ment, who did the ’honours of Jus Koufe and his 
table with all the graces imaginable. As the mare- 
‘lhal v/IUicd for nothing cllc than to be reckoned 
her titular lover, he gave her leave to appoint 
whom ftie plcafcd to do the duties of the olBce. 
My lord found that ib'c was ©f cify compofition, 
and foon filled the agreeable poll of ligilbvs. Ma- 
dame la Prcfidenlc indeed, did not find in him ilie 
-cootrad of the marelhal t but hts attentions and 
the preference he had guxn her, fiaiicrcd her va- 
nity ' after having fpcni a few days v,iih-ihe 
marcfhal and his lady in a continued fcenc of plca- 
furcs and enlcrtainmcni 5 , he took a mofl afftcllo* 
nate leave of the lady and hcrniolt obliging keeper, 
arid proceeded through’ Angoulcfmcand laRochclIc 
10 boi tiers. From thence he went to the celebra- 
ted abbey of Fonicveraud, to fee the tombs of 
Henry II. and Richard I. He was moft agreea- 
bly ci.tcrulr.cd by the lady Abbefs and feme jowig 
' ' nui.s 
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nuns of her attendance. He flopped a ftw days at 
Nantes, Angers, le Mars and Chartres, and hav- 
ing fpent a week at Pans incogniro, he proceedt^il 
to Calais, where he embarked for England. In- 
deed it \\3.s high time for his Idrdlhip to return, as 
his enemies had been very bufy in his abfcnce to 
defame his late admlmftration in Bengab 

Lord Clive after his return from France, having 
found a great benefit from the climate of the Sou- 
thern provinces, now directed his attention to make 
a powerful party In the India-houfc, and to influ-*’ 
ence Civers members of the legillaiute in order to 
prevent enquiries''into lus conduit and tranfailions 
in the Fall, in which fo many of his friends were 
ellcntiaUy concerned, and that might injure his 
fortune and chara5:or, in making the triumphs of 
hi? enemies compleat. He was no longer meotlon- 
cd as the glorious deliverer of the piovince of Ar- 
cot, and the vlilor of Plaficy, but branded with 
the ignominious appellations of a rapacious pilla- 
ger, a fordid monopolift, a molbtyrannlcal oppret- 
fgr and the author of all the abufes and mifertes 
that threatened ruin and defolation m Bengal. 

, We Hiall leave for fome time his lordfhip making 
preparations for his delencc, and infer: in this in- 
terval the campaigns of the commanding clHcsr-jfi 
Bengal, with whichoneof our correlpondchis has 
lately favoured us, as the continuation cf thsfe al- 
ready mentioned. < 
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he lied under his command. For the prefent hs 
onl) connrmed the orders of colonel Munro, by 
|,tving u ouc in general orders, that All former 
order'. a,i'en out by major Munro arc to be Itndtly 
obftrved, unlefs contradiftcd in general orders ’ 
And made a few aUerattons in refpeft to the cut 
parts, «rd the line in confcquence of a number ot 
o'Bc rslnving left thearmy The major remained 
lome little time on the prefeot groUnd, in order to 
kno\ , if major fvlunro s quitting the command of 
the army, could induce the temerity of bujal al 
Dowlah once more to attack us in our encamp- 
ment as he did ac Buxar, and trj'’again his fortune 
in the Heldof honour 

Sujah al Dowlah had Dointcniton of attacking 
us again m a fet battle In ihort hou could he^ 
At this time, he had not abote one fourth part^of 
the army he had at Buxar^y and \nthout cannon* 
and our army had conltdcrably inert aied Dear 
bough: experience had taught hml toattihc gene- 
ral better He now di\)dcd his horc into imall 
parties, and kepc {kirminuog with US frdm morn- 
till nighty ^ s 1 »> J 

Sir Robert to put an end to this fort of afticn, 
and entirely to make a conquuH of Sujah al Dow- 
Jab’s dominiors, on ibe i^tli at n ght marchtd to- 
wards tl e enemy , and the order of biulc finilhed 
Vuh this caunon , Sujah al Dowlah lu. ng faid 
prn’atcly to his principal ofncet«, th.t he will 
leave his camp tlardng, for our troops ro plunder, 
and as foon as he finds incm difjicrfrd V'dl return 
and cut them to pieces, it is therefore rccomrrtnd- 
ed to the troops in general t> avoid plundering, 
ihc captain of the fcapoj’sbaltalhdn? aiedcfrid to 



r i 

f’vycar the r m‘*non the alcoran, that they will nei-^ 
ther plunder nor leave their platoon without or- 
ders ” . 

The men were in mJBon all night, and in the 
morqing we found ourftlves little better than a 
ini/e from our former eocimpmenr, owing fo the 
banks of a dry nullah not being Hopped the even- 
ing before for our guns to get over 

We encamped at Seapoor, and as the enemy's 
horfe were all round us, and feemed determined to 
be as troublcfome as poflible Sir Robert halted 
here feme days m order that the buzar might, be 
furnifhed \vith feven days provifions , and the Cut- 
walshad pofitive orders not to fell any gram but 
to the army, except to thofe whom officers may or- 
der, fuch as Lafears, Artificers, 

■The officers were ordered to make ihcir fer- 
vants provide themfelvcs with two or three dajs 
provifions 

The iSih 1765, "Wemarched, apd obliged the 
enemy to move their encampment, and wetook por. 
feflionof it Before we came to our ground it ram^d 
excclTivc hard , a large body of the enemy's horfe 
drew up upon the righto/ our line of march, as if 
they intended to charge us , but a Ihot or t\ 0 from 
our cannon convipcing chem that we could mak? 
ufc of them in wet as well as dry weather, made 
them march off Had tbyy had the coursge ro 
have charged us at this critical mojnent, 1 hen in ^ 
manner the army was d^lngcd, they micbcJia*e 
cutoff a great number of us, as I do imagine 
one mull tt in fifty would havegone off 

The army marched aga a, ih; next d,y, and the 
JPlh encamped wghia a t.w co& oi Jcanponr 

Sr 
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Sir Robert finding that he could not bring Sujnh 
al Do'v’lah to an engagemenr, and that he, ci.a 
Subah, had but few troops with him, therefore da- 
Cerminedon driving him outofhi: cowitry and rc- 
’ tries ing his fortrefTvS. AVuh this sievs, he mareiicd 
after the fsabob himfelf, and fent majoj Snbbert 
with a ftrong detacbment, to lay fiege to Chunar- 
gurr. Sir Robert marched on to Joanpoor, took 
its fort, left a garrifon in it, and then marched af- 
ter Sujah al Dowiah, whom he obliged to feek for 
proteSIon in the Rohilla country. Sir Robert then 
laid fiege to the important town of Allahabad, and 
•while he was carrying on his approaches, the brave 
and active major Siibbert, was battering the svajls 
of Chunargurr. Thefe two Rrong fortre/Tes fur- 
rendered about the Bth of February, 1765. 

The combined fuccefs and harmony of thefe ttto 
officers in thfs campaign, reflet gtcac honour on 
'their judgment and aftiviiy. 1 

On the/ 1 3tli of February, General Carnac, ar- 
I rhed at Chunar, and tOok the command of the ar- 
my. When a gcntlcnun enters into the army 
with forded views, without the ambition of mill* 
tary glor)', fuch an officer when he meets with pre- 
Jerment, is loft in the field, aiul in fuch a country 
as India this partiality maybe attcnded'with fical 
conlequcnces to thofe who employ him. If general 
Carnao had had the Icaft fpark of military cmulai- 
tion, he would immediately, on Ills being rcftored 
to the company’s fcrvicc, have fet out for the army 
with all expedition, inftead of loitering away his 
time, ingloriouny at Calcutta. A better oppor- 
tunity tc never could have had of retrieving his 
honour. • Colonel Munro Ihcwcd him the way to 
conquer, 
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conquer,' and had his nag been encouraged by the 
hero’s fpur,* he would have arrived in time to have' 
taken the command of the army, when Colonel 
Munro left it, and Ihould hqvc had’ the glory offi- 
nilhinga campaign fo well begun. 

In love and in war, none can be fucceh.ful, with'* 
out taking the occafion by the hre-lock, otlierwlfe 
the fame opportunity may never happen. It feems 
general Carnac, trulled every thing to fortune, and 
It was, perhaps, a commendable diffidence m him, 
to mifiruft his forefighc, and his judgment ; indeed 
his prefent inadtivity was wonderful, and unac- 
countable, though it. feetned inherent to his nature. 

Sir Robert Fletcher, v/as fcnfiblc how precious 
time was in tiie Beld of a^ton, and loll not one 
lucky moment ; fo well did he improve the prefunr 
conjunctures, that before the general reached the 
confines of Su'jah al Dovdah’s territories, that.prince 
had been driven from bis dominions and hia 
Urong holds were in our pofl^ffion. ’ ' , 

The general found,, ibat^ he .had no\y nothing 
clfc to do, but CO adjuft the collcftion of 'the re- 
venues for the company; it b probable he thought 
this part of the campaign which fell to his lot the 
more agreeable talk ; ho\v far the generakadjufted 
the revenues ro anfwcr the amazing cxpeiices the 
Halil ndia company had been put to in ih.s country, 
we leave to tbc infpcction of the proprietors of In- 
dia flock; but thus far we can with certainty ad- 
vance.thar liie general who had declared hinilcif 
wortirthe indcpcndantfortuncoffeventecn thoufand 
pounds, at the clofs ofthe former difgracefulcam- 
paigQyltft Ind’aihe following fcafbn w’lth loo.oool. 
and as general Richard Smith,* faid of hunlclf who 
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)iad acquired a princely fortune with a phmo of 
two. Under his patronage^ others accumulated 
an extraordinary wealth. One of whom the j ear 
before left the army with an intention to return to 
his native country with the moderate acquifition 
of ten thoufand pounds j a coihblnation of lucky 
circumftanccs prevented him, and hdving fervedas 
aid de camp to the major in the laft campaign, 
he held the fame ftation in this; but played his 
cards with more fkill and fuccefs. Ho Jhewed 
himfelf an able financier, for he too went home 
the following feafbn with a fortune of Upwards of 
feventy thoufand pound. Its a pity that fuch abi- 
lities fhould lay dormant, were they known to the 
premier, lord North, might give himfelf no fur-, 
ther trouble In regard to the ways and means. 

But CO return, general Catnac on his arrival gave 
out the following in orders : 

“ At a general court of proprietors, held, the’ 
5th of May, 17^4, it was .unanimoudy refolycd' 
that their thanks fliould l^. given the officers and 
foldicrs, -who by their gallant behaviour, under 
the command of major Adams, ^wcrc the means of 
faving the company’s feitlcmcnts In Bengal from 
immediate danger. 

The commander in chief has the higheft fatis- 
faflion in notifying the lame, and makes no doubt 
the hke lionour will be coofered on the army as foon 
as the good fervicc fince rendered by/it is known 
at home.” 

The officers of the army 'would have willingly^’ 
djrpenfed with the honour of the proprietors thanks,' 
if the dircftorsliad contidusd to them that pay they 
had becfl cccufloracd Co ftcctvc ; ford Clive, 

and 
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and Hu fccrct committee, while they were publld- 
ly thanking the officers lor their gallant behaviour, 
\\cre laying a plan to deprive thole very officers ojf 
part of their pay, which was not more than fuffici- 
entto fuppoit them in lo cxpenftvc a part of the 
world. ■' 

‘ The 15th, orders were given to the officer who 
commanded in Chunargurr, to get ihfc breach re* 
paired as foon as poiTiblc, and theperfon \'ho had 
charge of the boats was. ordered to hold them in 
readinefs, to iranfport the troops over the Ganges, 
^'THc tilth it^was in orders, 

*'** The commander in chief rcquelh'lhac the' 
dfficerf ofche army, will wcac tcuad thek'icm^chc 
ufual mark of artillery mourning, 'as a juit coni-’ 
phmemio the memory'^of Mccr JalTwr Aliy^Cawn/ 
a perfon to whom the army is fo mudh indebted j 
by applying to the quarter maftar/ they will ^be’ 
fupplicd^witll a crape for that^ purpofe.if^ i 
, The 19th. The artillery and magazihe and cap- 
tain Grant 's-battallioa y{ Icapoys^ crpfl^^^thfi riVer 
and encamped upon a’cpnvcnicnt fpoc near the wa.^ 
ter-Ode : the contraftoc with ‘all his '(tores alfo* 
ctolTed. ' ' *> . ei V j , 

The 2 1 ft. Wfl moved our ground;^ and on the 
25th marched towards Allahabad- * Tne officers’ 
are to take parttcular care^ that no ^plundering or 
fctttng fire to "the vilhgcs^ ‘is^commici^d in fronr, 
wHich is ftr’clty forbid uiider^ the'* fevered punifli- 
meot ’’ orders were repeated the ^th of 

March Y'ith thW addUion ; “ That whoever is found 
guilty ol it hereifteWpiCiTidcringJ if a follower of 
the afrpyj will be immediately hartged on the fpor, 
Vol. II.' ' ’ 
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ifa foldier or fcapoy, will be brought to a general 
courc-martul and tried for lus life.’* 

March 17^5. The army encamped on the 
banks of the Ganges oppofite to Allahabad, where 
Sir Robert Fletcher joined us, leaving a garrifon 
m the front. 

On the 3d. The general divided the army, and 
on the 5th he marched, leaving major Sir Robert 
Fletcher at Allahabad, With pate of it under bis 
command. ‘ 

The day before we marched the following order 
was given out. 

** The perfons who have hlrcarrahs with them, 
are to give in a HR of them Immediately, and cap- 
tain Swinton who Is appointed to take charge of that 
bunoefs, will fupply fuch oiHccrs as may nave oc* 
caHon for them, on feparatecommants for the fake 
of intelligence ; but where the commander in 
chief i$, all intelligence is to* pafs through him only. 
In future, hlrcatrahs wages and all demands for 
Intelligence arc to be paid by captain Inton, that 
there may be but one hircarrah account." ‘ ’ 

The general havIng^ nothing to do, made a tour 
through p^t of the country.' We firll marched to 
Pampa, next to Taggadpoor,' where wcwcrcln-' 
formed that the **gov«nor and council returned 
their thanks to the officers and the army in gene- 
ral, onoccanonof the furicndcring of the forts of 
Allahabad and Cbunar." 

Then wc marched to Bsrillcy where we ha|fed 
fome time, and on the 23d wc encamped at Cun- 
dianullah, where Baja Bene Bahadar, prime mini- 
det to Su/ah a) Dorvlal;, came unro.m; he pre- 
tended to have left the nabob, ashlsafTalts were 
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defperate : he therefore wiftied the . general would 
look upon h|m as a friend to the, company, andem- , 
ploy him in the cblic^liioa'; of ,th‘e revenues, ; ihc^ 
rajah’s fcheme took.:' his truq' motives .for coming, 
to us,* were' ro -draw ouf, attention from his inaflcr, 
until he could' prevail bn fome foreign. pow<?r to af- 
fift him ; ' and in cohiequence it was in orders^ ' 

' The 25th. Captain Gallicz with.his battallion, 
andtwo^guns, with a proper number of artillery- , 
,meri, &c. are td..h6ldihemfclves in'feadinefs (o 
accompany an officer dh, the part’of Rajah BenVBa- 
’hadar-toaffillhirn In thccoUe^on.of.chc revenues 
of this country: : 

The general hlmfclf fetout for,Ahde,‘ -the capi- 
'’tat of Sujah al Dowlah’s dominions, early: .next . 
rniorningi taking with him alLkhcicayalry, ‘.cohf- . 
..manded by captain Graharn, and a battalion* df' 
-feapdys commanded by .cajptaimNicbl,' as Jiis body 
■guard... ‘ ‘ 

The army remained at:Cundia-Nullah’‘unin t.Ke • 
7th. of Ap^’d; when ■ they .marched ’fieft to Daud-- 
.poor, and then- -to, Ometah|, ,;*vherc.ihcy femain'clt- 
under the, command, ;df. Major Siibbert until .the “ 
18th. r'"'. 

;ln the, mean ,tlme, feycral..dctachmentsW fea- 
poys were feht out to. a(Bft'pco'pleappoii)ted by the 
general to . colledb. the revenues!. ' Lieutenant Mar* 
tin-was, lent to one pare of the country 'with five 
companies, and enlign Strand 'with four 10 another. 

It is not improper 'to take, notice hereL by, way 'of - 
‘Ibewing my .readers who are pot acquainted wUh 
the. natives o'f the Eaft,- what aftive. men our Tea- 
poys or, foldiers arc, -.wheii.commandcd byanoffi* • 
gcr who they have an efteem/of, - Enfign Shaml 

r , " ■ . marched 
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* WflTthed NvUhtht four companitsunder hU coromacd 
twenty cofs-' a day for ibur days togetiicr, and /eft' 
not one man behind, for which he received the 
thanhs of ihe general. 

. When the overcautious general arrived at Fyza- 
bad, the refidence of the nabob of Oudc,‘he lodged 
himfelf with his body-guard in the palace of Sujah 
al Dowlah, that fugitive prince whom he never 
durft face in the field, and whole feat of empire 
fhould have been better tccupicd, by thofe who 
bad vantjuifiied him. There the oftentatious bri- 
gadier, iond of eafe and pageantry, gave himfelf 
up to Afiatic indolence and luxury,, unmindful of 
the vigorous meafurcs, he fliould have purfued to 
retrieve his repeated difgraces and unjuflifiablp 
blunders. Here Meet Sulymatr, a moft worthy, . 
facetious, intelligent Afsatic. vtholud been har- 
fatran to Collim ally Cawn, late nabob of Bengal, 
reduced to the hvtmiliaiion of becoming the 
fuiior to the general* whom he fecrcily defpifed- 
for appearing in a triumphal pomp, on the muftud 
of that prince, whom he had left malUr ot the field. 
Meet’s policy and ambition foggcHed' him to make 
his offerings at the (brine of power, even fo injudi*.. 
cioully bellowed. He w^s rich and wilhed to be 
employed. Captain rSwinton, fiom his office of 
bead hlrcarah (as appeal’s by the geneial orders of 
the 4th of March) was no doubt; well informed of 
the abilities of Meer Sulyman, vi'ho threw in his 
mire of Icnowicdgc 10 make ftiU more frugifeious 
the general and his head liircarah's plumb trees, 
This genileman'on the conclufion of rhe treaty 
with Sujah al Dowlab, obiained from him a falary- 
ot five ihoufand pounds a yearj and was particu- 


* A COSS u belter r^a^ (womiltt. 
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lar!y recommended by lord Clive; to the nabob’s' 
favour, at the ' interccfllon of the general, 
who in this inftancc (hewed h)s gratitude to the man 
who had opened to him the temple of fortune, ' 

At this time, the general corfePponded wIth*Mr. 
Gentil, a French gentleman, who lived with Sujah 
l^owlahiin great intimacy, and was truly a fe- 
cntis confiiuSi that is, the lame man, whom the 
company have ever (ince looked upon with a jea- 
lous eye, and have fo many times attempted in ‘ 
vain to have removed from the nabob’s prcfence 
and councils,, as their fecrei and natural enemjr, 
whofe.abiliiies they dreaded, .and whofe inBuence 
might prevail on Sujah al Dowlah, to Hiake off 
their ignominious yoke, One of the chiefs of ac- 
culation againft Mr. Bolt, was his correrpondence 
with this formidable Frenchman, which ftep was 
conftrued into treafon. 

Monfieur Gentil was at that time endeavouring 
to bring about an accommodation between the 
company and Sujah al Dowlah, through the general ' 
mediation, whotodohiinjuftice, was more fit for 
a pacific negotiatiorv, than to direft hollile mea- 
furcs. But the Morattas who were reported to be 
in fulli march to'Culpee Gaut 'to enter the Herah 
province rendered fryitlefs tUefe overtures. 

The array- under the 'command of 'major Stib- ' 
bertpnthe iSthof April marched baclcto Doud-, 
j)ore, and the next day to Cundia Nullah ; where 
the gencial having indulged himfolf long enough 
jji ihe .icfingthe jjabob, rejoined the arni)’'. 

They continued to march every dav towards' 
the cnein) , encaraplngncar (bme fmall \ illagc, till ' 
the ?4‘h,\vhcn they encamped atBarally, a toun of 

feme 
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fome not, where they halted all day, and lodged 
all the fick feapoys In the fort. The ayth, the_arniy 
crolTed the Ganges, and the aSth they are encamp- 
ed at Suiageporc, the general thinking he could 
not at lall avoid coming to adtion with the enemy, 
without railing the foimer clamours againU that 
reraifnsfs which was Ids charadtcrlftic, appointed 
the Captains Swlnton and Hamilton, with Mr. 
Cobham, deputy commiflary his aids de camp. 
And on the firftof May gave out the following 
order. “ The main force of the enemy confiding 
** only of Morattas who are commonly more 
** for plundering than fighting, feeking only for 
“ an opportunity of falling upon the baggage, and 
“ cutting to pieces the deftncclefs followers of the 
“ army j the general recommends it in the 
** dronged terms to the officers to carry no more 
“ baggage, than is abfolutely necclTar)', and his 
pofitive orders are abfolutely, that nofoldicr or 
^ feapoyfliall carry their women with them, but 
fend them over,the river, where fufficient guard 
** will be appointed for their fafety.’* 

I mud bc^ leave to obferve, that the general’s 
ohfervation in regard to, the Morattes, who are 
commonly more tor plundering than fighting, is 
alfo verry applicable to the major part of the 
commanders of the company’s forces ; and had 
our general felt his pulfe, I dare fay, he was not 
lo eager for an engi^cment, but he might have 
difpcnfcd from tlie fighting part, could Sujah al 
Dowhh’strcafure have fallen into his hands, with- 
out" that bloodflied to which his humanity feemed 
fo averfe. 
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Sir Robert Fletcherwitb his detachment, joinecT 
the army at Surageporc,' and on the he and 
major Stibbett were ordered to do duty alternate- 
ly as field officers of the day. After which/he or- 
der of battle, that was never intended, was given 
out, and then the order of march f I The mens 
arms were alfo reviewed, and every'' thing got rea- 
dy, as for aftion. The general thought the re- 
fpefiable appearance of his army, would be fuffi- 
cicnt to deter the enemy , and fav e him tlie trouble 
and the hazard of a battle , effectively his prepar- 
tions anfwered his purpofe The next dtiy the armyr 
advanced, but the enemy as careful of their own 
prpferv'ation, is their prudent followers, would nor 
face them. This v\as aviCkory in the opinion of 
the general, and had been madnefs to purfutfi 
and provoke tliem to an enragement. 

Sir Robert Fletcher witn a detachment from 
the army exchanged a few ftiots with them, when 
tht. daltardy Moratras galloped off the field* 
They had marched from the Rohillc' countryr 
down the banks of the Ganges to mecc the army 
Commanded by general Camac, Sujah al Dowlah, 
wns fo incenfed at this inftancc of their cowardice' 
and tTLachery, that he would not, nor has to rhi^ 
day paid them fifty lacks of rupees, which he had 
promifcd them for their affiftance* 

Thus the Lnglifh general afraid to attack, and 
the enemy equally backw-ird m the defenfivc, gave 
equal proofs of their timidity and relbUition. Oi'c 
Ihould ^ fuppofe, that thofe who had reftored Mr. 
Carnac to the command of the army, knowing 
that his fkill confined wholly m never commimng 
ms reputation to the uncertain events of batik, 

w ilh 



' [ 413 ' 3 

wlAi for nothing elfc than the prefervation of the 
foldicp> and never dreamed of an engagement, .is 
long as this general remained on ihcfielil. Ir is 
\\orihy of obfcrvation, that this mock Ihew ofa 
relblutlon to attack the nabob happened the vet)' 
day (the 3d of May twelve months, )whcn Sujalal 
I)owlah attacked general Carnac in his entrench- 
ments, under the walls of Patna. 

Tlie fivth, the army encamped at Georgemow, 
upon the bthks of the Ganges, To ’the left of 
their encampment was a fmall fort with wooden in- 
trenchments. Ac firft, it was unnoticed by the ar- 
my i but one of (he general’s aids dc camp, the 
intrepid captain Swintoo.obfervingthacit was gar- 
rifoned by a handful of men, who made fourteen in 
all, fummoned the governor to deliver It up, which 
he refufed to do, but on \ honourable conditions. 
This an,fwer, which ihould have entitled him to the 
refpedk acid humanity of a generous enemy, encag- 
ed the furious aid de camp to that degree, chat he 
whipped unmercifully his. excellency back to hi? 
fort, asafpccimcn of EnghJh clemency, jufticeancf 
jprowefs i the confequence of this unmanly affront 
and provocation, for which the aid de camp, in a 
difcipiined army would have been difmiffrd the 
military fervice.was, ihcfe few brave men fold their 
lives as dear as they could. And before the fort 
was fobdued, we had mote than double their num- 
berofour fea-poys killed and wounded in this dif- 
graceful affair. The fca poys widows, friendlefs 
and deftitute, had no other comfort m theiranguiffi 
and grief, than to hear, that the garrlfon was fa- 
crificed to the manes of their dcceafed hufbands, 
and to revenge their wrongs j tbemangfed bodies 
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bf ika garrifoii ware thrown over the walls of tlia 
fbrr. Xfie aid del camp3 after this flaughtcr, cau- 
Ted by his raibnefs and the indignity he had offered 
to a defencclefs man, was obliged to bring two fix 
pounders to blow the gate open, but even this he 
could not peiform^ as the gamfon had taken the 
precaution to barricade it. Ac laft, Sir Robert 
Eletcher, the captains Goddard and .DufHeid, and 
fome others, went into the dkch with a patty of 
fea^poys and bildars, and cut fteps all the way up, 
as it Was a mud fort, this was performed after fomo 
labour, and in a Ihorc time, by this method, the fort 
>vas fforntsd at noon da^. 

Such are ofien the confcquences of want of fub-* 
ordination and difciplc in armies. When a general 
countenances, or at leiff winUs at the unjudahablc 
and ungenerous Infults ofohScers under his com- 
mand, many brave men fall vlftims to the afts of 
violence and injuftice committed by an individual, 
whoisfurcto befupported. » As ihelMoiauaa had 
not performed the krvice Sujah all Dowlah expec- 
ted from them, he renounced their alliance, and 
Mr. Gentd having renewed his corrcfpondence with 
the general, he paid him a perfonal vific loon after- 
wards. By this gentleman’s Ikill and dexterity, an 
interview was loon managed with the Nabob, and 
tiie preliminary of a treaty agreed upon. Indeed, 
Sujah all Dowlah, could have no ob^eftion to treat 
with general Carnac, who bad been the moftoffen-* 
celefs enemy the company had Wer fent againfl: 
him ; and he gave a new proof of his pacific dif- 
pofitlon to the nabob vizier, 'by his readmefs of 
enadting his treaty, hisfriendlhip, Miih a foverelgn, 
whom in fi^ he had neytr moleffcd, 

Vol. II. 3'? Thw 
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This treaty, however, was not ratified till lord 
Clivc, who was faid to be a great phyfiogDomift 
had reconnoitred then abob’s complexion j when on 
the i6th of Augult it was conhrmed on the part 
of the company, under his lordfliip’s fign manual. 
'Lord Clive obicrved on this occafion, that Sujah 
al Dowlah, was naturally 'a brave enterprizing 
prince; and if adverfity had not clrcufnfcnbed in 
lime his afpiflng views, the poireffions of tha com- 
pany in Bengal, and indeed thofe of the Mogul 
'himfelf, had been very precarious. He faw that he 
was a prince, proud, revengeful and warlike jand 
if the company would preferve ihcir acquifitions, 
iheymultbe careful for the future to give him no 
olfence, particuiarly in regard to hts independency 
of which he is remarkably jealous. As for feizlng 
his territories, , and reducing him cither to^ the ne» 
•ceflity of throwing himfelf into the hands of the 
.Morattas, or ro the nominal title of the nabob of 
Bengal; the firft Itep would expofe Bombay to an 
'expenfive and dangerous war with ihe Morattas, 
•and the fecond, would raife the jcaloufy of the 
French, Dutch, and Danes, and engage them ' to 
join, CO wreft from us the umpire of HIndofian* 
The nabob’s remarks on lord Clive were, that he 
v'.as a Ihrcwd man, who could read into futurity; 
that he knew he was not fo much indebted for his 
refioration to his lordlhip's jufticc and generofity, 
as to his political views, and the honour he Ihould 
acquire in Europe, for making a Mogul, and rein- 
ftaiing the firft fovereign in Indoftan to his domi- 
nions ; and thus acquiring the repucadon of equity 
and moderation, with the glorious title of the pa- 
cificator of the JEafi. 

On 
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On the I ilh Major Stlbber? wag detaqhcd to 
chaftife a rajah who wi^s collefting the revenues of 
jhc Kirahab^d province for himfclf, and had not, 
'^acknowledged the fovcrcignty of the company^ 
The major had under his' command his own batcal-* 
lion of leapoys, one commanded by paptain Nicpl,' 
lieutenant b'yres with his raflala cavalry, and lieu- 
tenant^ Calling with two fix pounders. After t^e 
major had performed’ the fervdee he had been fenc 
upon, and had driven' the rajah entirely out of the 
country, which, however was pot done without ari 
engagement, where we had a few ^men killed and 
woundedj and m which the rajah loft Mangla 
Khawn, one of his principal oflicers, and fomc of 
ins men killed and wounded; he cantoned the 
proops under his command during the rains at 
Lucknow. . ' ^ , 

The general, who had exprened adefire of free- 
ing the Korah provmcc entirely of the Moraitar, 
before he put the army into winter quarters. On 
the i5ih ifllicd but the following orders. ■' 

The army is to be ready to inarch at a 'mo- 
ment’s warning, as it is not to go far and wilLl^ 
on the field but a very few dai s, no person is to 
,carry more baggage than iS abfolutely nefcetfi\- 

... ■' 

Captain Hill with* the battalion now under his 
command, is to remain on the ground for th’e 
proteftion of the boats and baggage, he is 16 be 
joined by the rccrupts and aukward picn ''lately 
colleflied into a body under the command of en- 
fign Mulket.” And oivthc''i6th the army maich- 
ed leaving behind thefick Europeans and Seapoys 
under' the care of' Mr, Dunn,'Iurgeon. ' 
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Qn i\iti Tilt ftAVowtng "m oiitn 

Afaluteof tvventvgunsas to be fired at one oVjocL 
jn the afternoon on occafion of lord Cli\e’s arrisal 
nt Calcutta to take on him the charge of go\ ernor 
and coiimander in chief of Bengal, &c 

The 20th, The army encamped op the banks 
of the Tuirna, oppofitc roCuIpee, 

'Adetachrrent as fept o^cr the river to lay fiege 
to a mud fort, \ hen the detaphm-nt \ ent to ftorm 
in the 22d in the morning, they found the enemy 
had ev acuated it The c-^tacbmen*' then marched 
to another a little diftapce oflr,anil found the enemy 
marching out of it , an action immednivlj com 
mcncecl m which a great in-ny of the enemy 
were killed, and wc lolt a few men 

The enemy having been drove beyond the 
Tumna, and the rainy fe'*fors •’pp oapH ng, he gc 
ncral being under no apprehenfio v ot^thcif return’" 
ing this feJbn , he therefore next da) put it m or 
ders 

“ Four hundred Euro i^'ans arc to narch oT to- 
morrow morninn- wi h uglit pie..cs ot cannon, to 
follow at the day brt 1 tfcortetl by c-ptau G^l 
her s batalhon of Eapo) ^ ^nd w raff 11a of ca\ ■’Ir) 
The Europeans are ton «rch off at a o clock The 
reft of the army is to follow next day unde the 
command of major Jennings ” 

On the 39tli The srin) returned to George- 
mow, where thev were immediately muftcred and 
paid The fick Eorpoean* antjftij 0)p were then 
lent down the riv cr Ganges in boats to attack lila- 
habab fort 

“ On the 6th, June 176^ The bombav dc 
tachmeiit and pioneer connanv, caprains Grant 

3''4 
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Itonfides battalions of feapoys, the twoRafaUv 
la’s of black cavalr^^, and eight pieces of cannon, 

\'ij •nnfi'thi . 
Donnnpoor, ffQni whence they are to crofs the^^ 
Ganges asfpecdily as poffible, Mr. Todd com- 
millaryis to difpfitch down the occeffary boats for, 
til It purpofe.” . ^ ‘ , 

On the 8th. Captain Duffield’s battalion crbllcd 
the river, and on the iitb, and lath, the reft of 
the army crofTed at Domanpoor. And on the^ 
14th, the army marched and'arnvcd oppofite to 
Alblnbad the 25th. ' 

The a< 5 , The army was divided into thre^ divi- 
fions, one of which was cantooned at Allahabad,, 
the other at Joanporc, and the third marched-for^ 
Banaras, where they arrived the 4th of July. ’ 
‘General Carnac and the nabob Sujah al Powlah, 
came do.vn tjie river, from Allahabad, to meet- 
lord Clivc at* Baqaras, in confequcnce the com- 
mandingofiiccr there, ordcrcdihc European troops^ 
and a battalion of fea-poys to march to the river 
lidc near the hoWtal; on the 2 ill in the morning; 
and wait there for the arrival of the general. 

On the nabob Sujah al Dowlah’s landing, he is 
to be falutcd wjth twenty^one guns. All guards 
arc to turn out, as often as the nabob paffes them, 
with relied arms, the drums are to beat a march, 
and the officers are to falutc. And prev loUb to his 
lordlhip’s arrival, the genenl give out \n orders 
the following regulations of honour to be piid, 

AW guards are to turn out to major pcnenl 
lord Clive, as often as ht palfirs ; they are** to reiV 
Jo him and beat a march, and the ofTicers aje to 
fajgte ; all guards that mount wit’ll the colours of a 

regi- 
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fegimcnt or battalion, are to falute bis lordfli'p 
with the colours • brigadier general Carnac, fctr.'* 
nundcr in chief of the army, is to be received 
witli reflcdarms, and the drums to beat a rufile. 
‘In the abfcncc of Lord Clive, he is to be received 
•wkh the fame honours, (the falute of the colours 
excepted.) Colonels when not commanding in 
cjiici, are tq be received with rcilcd arms and two 
ruffles of the drum. Lciqtcnatit Colonels arc tq 
be received once a day w'hh reflcd arms. Majors’ 
arc to receive the compliment of fhouldcred arms, 
General officers guards arc.not to turn out qr pay 
compliments to inferior dfiicers, , 

When the king pafles any guard, he is to re*: 
ceive the fame honours as lord Clisc. •''All guard? 
are to tqrn out to thc^nabob^ujahal Dowlan, and. 
pay him as often as he pafTes*- the’ fame honours’ 
us lord Chvc, (the fduic of the colours lonly cv 
cepted).’ Coj)Ic> of thefp regtilalions arc to 
fent to the commanding officers at Joaopore, Part 
na, andall the fubordiaqlc fettlcnicnta. > 

Loid Chvc arrived atjBanaras the jft of Augiift, 
1765, he was received with a falutc of nineteen 
guns 'at the Burn Nullah, upon the Ikirts of the 
town ; tind fiom thence, his lordfhip was cfcofted 
by Capt. Scotland’s battalion of fca-po>s, to Mr*. 
Marriots, which was fixed for head quarters. Here 
my'lord wjs received by one capliin, two fubal* 
terni, two ferjeants, two drums, and fort}jetglit 
rank and file. 

The fjme day general Carnac r-^quefled ia pulf. 
be orders, that all the gentlemen would meet at 
major jeniiing’s quarters the next morning at fe- 
veu o’clock, to beiittioduccd to loid CUvej and 
^ ’ the 
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Ine firfta 3 : of his lo’-dfiwp, \>as the foll6wing or- 
di-fj inlcrted iiith all the olleaniion, of an ^fiatic 
nabob, C^. O. Auguft 3d. , 

** Ordersb} Robert Loed Chvc, Baron Plafley, 
in. the kingdom ot Ireland, knight, Companion of 
the moft honourable Order ot the Bath, Major 
General and Commander in Chief of tlie Britilh 
Forces in BwDgal, Prehdent of the Council, Go- 
\ ernor of Fort William, and all the bonoutablo 
the Lall India Coinpmy^s Settlements, lUthcFto- 
Mnccs of Bengal, Bihar and On\a, &c. See. See. 

A general court of propnero's having rcfol- 
ved, that cctam co\cnmisihould be executed 
allthcolHccrs in thur fcrMce, and thu governor 
and council liming received the Itrnftcll in^uhfti- 
ons, from the court of directors, to put the refolu- 
tion of the faid general court m execution immedi- 
ately, in obedience to thtir comm inds, it is ordered 
that tlic faid covenant be inmcdiatcly executed. 

And on the 7th, The officers at Batiaras vvere 
ordered to meet at captain William Smith’s quar- 
ters, in order to Hgti the covenant A number of 
them were lent to Joanpore, Allahabad and other 
places for the other officers to do the fame. 

The negotiation ot a treaty with the nabob Su- 
jah al Dowlah, which had for fonie time been in 
fufpence, was now finally concluded and ratified by 
fiis jordfinp the i^th, of Auguft 17(35,31 AKahabad, 
which conhfted of cicv en aracles, as mentioned in 
page 355, hrft volume 

/ 


Thus 



I 456 ] 

'Xlius we fee provmccs of Bengal, BaW, 
and Orixa, which gdAihder the name of the kingi 
dom of Bengal, noWm poiTeinon of the EaftlndiS 
company, add confirmed td them by the emperor 
of Hundoftan^ Shah Allum, on condition of their 
paying* to him 2 6 lacks of rupees a year the u- 
ilial fum paid into the rdyal treafure by the nabob’s 
of Bengal. " We have fecn Sujah al Dowlah’s 
country conquered before hU lordfliip’s arrival in 
India, and' we notV fee a foriner treaty broke 
through, and Sujah al Dowlah fcllorcd to his do- 
minions for political rcafoos. And at this time \vc 
lee th'efe kingdoms in'perfeft tranquility without a 
orcein citherofthem,fuppofingthemincItncdto ac- 
tiqn'fic to encounter a battalion of fcapoys : even to 
fuch extremities was Sujah a! Dowlah reduced, that 
we wereobligedto give him, at his own requelt,a 
battalion of feapi^s, to remain with him asa pro- 
.ccifhon to his per{on» 

' Lord CII\c it feems had pofiti\c inftructions 
from the court of dtreftors, to reduce the military 
cxpenccs by taking away part of the officers field 
allowance, called Batta, which had beenfirft intro- 
duced by his Lordfliip, as a neceffary allowance^ 
>yhen he far removed them from Europe commo- 
tirrics, and made the company’s troops a mercena- 
ry band to dethrohe^one nabob, and fet up ano- 
ther. We will now proceed with a detail of mi- 
litary regulations, which will ihow that his iord- 
fhip ou^t rather to be reprobated than praifed 
for reducing the field allbwancc'of a few indivi- 
duals, which was certainly the intention of the 
court of dirc(3ors,it ifiould be general, or allowed 
to none. 


Sst pje jfil, Vol. I, 
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^i\era Was not the leaft hint given by his lord* 
lliip when he informed the army on the 3d, that 
all the officers were to enter into certain covenants* 
that thetr allowance was alfb to be reduced. Thb 
was left toanother oppominity. 

The army on the 5ch of Augufl: were ordered 
to be formed into three brigades 1 the firfl com- 
manded by general Carnac ; the letond by colonel 
Smith ; the third by Sir Robert Barker* with a 
lieutenant colonel, major* fix captains, one cap- 
tain lieutcnanr* nine lieutenants, feventeen enfigns, 
thirty fix ferjeants*, thirty-fix corporals, Lwenty-fe-* 
ven drummers and fix hundred and thirty private, 
which arc- to be divided into nine compariies*, each 
to con Oft of one captain, one lieutenant andtvvp 
enfigns, fourferjeants, four corporals, three drum- 
mers, and feventy private men each. j f 

The feapoy battalions were formed into three 
brigades, each to confilt of feven batnlions, one 
attached to each regiment. The artillery was for* 
med into four companies, one to each brigade ; thu 
other flatloned at Fore 'William. By this augmen- 
tation of the army, no lefs than one hundred oili- 
cers were introduced into the cflablifiiment. in the 
courfc of a few montlis, and their pf/rfj vuiitres 
with a great llicw of confequence, filled the titles 
of their orderly books with,’ Orders by John Car- 
nac, Efq; brigadier general of the king’s and comt* 
pany’s forces, colonel of the fiift regiment of in- 
fantry, &c. 

Orders by Richard Smith, Efq, colonel in his 
Britannic majefty’s forces, and colonel of the fe- 
cond regiment of infantry in the honourable com;? 
pany’s fervicc on the Bengal cftablilhaicnt ; 

Vol. II, 3 Q for 
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for this vain titan took care always to make 
the moft of his lules We cannot conceive what 
the £cc ’s at the end of hts Iord(hip*s titles alludes 
to, except to lus being an Ormarah of the empire, 
for at that time his majefly had not appointed him 
lord lieutenant to Shropshire and to carry on the 
oftentatious farce as if ihofc who had the manage- 
ment of public affairs were run mad, every now 
and then the ears of the army were fainted with the 
hringof cannon, which by counting we could ( 3 |f- 
tinguifh the ranks of the officers that had either 
left, or had joined the army. His lordfhip was 
honoured with nincieen, general Carnac with fe- 
venteen > colonels, fifteen , lieutenant colonels, 
thirteen, and majors eleven 

His mvjcfty Shaw Allum and Sujah al Dowlah, 
were honoured iMthroyalfalutes 

1 his our reformers called fubordination, and by 
this vam profufion the cpmpany Mas pur to more 
expence for powder m a few weeks, to give the 
fubi’ccrn ofHccrs an idea of the great dignity of thefe 
military' pedagogues, ihan they had been put to m 
this article the two )a(V campaigns under general 
Carnac. 

On the 23d, lord Clive returned to Banaras from 
AlKhabad, and next day it was in orders, “ His 
lordlhip has dirciftcd, that all the non commiflion- 
cd officers and private men, both artillery and mi- 
litary of the Bombay detachment, are to be im 
mediately incorporated on this eftabhfhmenr, and 
fuch of their officers who can obtain pernnfllon 
from brigadier general Carnac, commanding offi- 
cer of the army, ffnll be received as joungeflof 
the rank they nowpoffefs, * Lord Clive ordered 
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the fecond brigade to Allahabad until Sujah al 
Dovvlah had made good the fixih article of the trea- 
ty. The third brigade was ftationedacFatna, and 
tliefirft atMongheer: his lordlhip after this dif- 
tribuiion ofr the, troops, fet off fpr Calcutta, and 
Sujah al Dowlah made a tour through his country 
to fhcw himfelf to his fubjefts. The nabob arrived 
at Lucknow the glh of September, where major 
Sdbbertwas in cantonments with his detachment. ' 

The major took leave of the nabob the 14th of 
September, and on the j6th marched for Allahabad 
to join his brigade, leaving captain Nicolwith lus 
battalion of fcapoys as a body guard to Sujah. al 
Dovvlah. , 

His lordfhip had in his military regulations of 
ccconomy, introduced immediately upon his arri- 
val, and in the time of profound peace, more Bdd 
officers to one brigade than the company had in ail 
upon the eftablidimenc a, few months liefore, A 
farther account o£ the regulations with a few re- 
marks thereupon ffiall be given in a future num- 
ber, * Had we the materials that a Mcer Suly- 
man, a Meer MufliaUa, and a nabob, Moncer 
al Dowlah could furnifh us with in rcTptdt to the" 
diftribuiion of money matters, we might well in- 
form our readers who paid for places they did, or 
did not enjoy. Moncer al Dowlah was old and po- 
litical. 5 he wanted a guard to protect his perfon iq 
his old age : he therefore had four hundred ftands 
of arms purchafed from the Dutch chief of Patna, 
not by himfelf, but by an Englifli commander; 
it is probable this has not attcafted the notice of 
the Eaft fndia diredtors, becaufe it was done by a 
general who aded without controul, There is na 
< * ' doubt 
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doubt but captain Swintonwho was bead hircdrrah, 
and hsd the mans§<tmcnt of thif 'imeUigence, canM 
give the court of directors as good and fatisfsctory 
information in reipe£t to this tranfadlion, as Mr. 
Verelft, through his friend ; Mr. Rumbold, gave 
the court of dircftors in regard to the affair of Mr. 
Peterle, which the court looked upon as an invidi- 
ous and ill-timed piece ofinformationj therefore paid 
no regard to it. Mn Vcrclft, this calumniator, has 
been endeavouring to make the court of diredlors 
pnd his friends bsheve his falfe minutes, which he 
entered in regard* to another gentleman to ferve 
particular purpofes, and which he had been 
hammering at thefe fix jears; but time, \.hich 
explores all things, will flicw thjt all the evafions, 
nnd little cunning of thefe petty tyrants, cannot 
hide for ever ihcit iniquitous tranfaftions from the 
knowledge of the legiflature, and complete the 
ruin of many valuable members of the focicty j 
•which they ilatieredthcmfelves to opprefs with im- 
punity, ' ' ' • _ 

To what are wc reduced to? fwrore fomc 
time ago an honeft fervant of the company to his 
friend in England) the mimberlefs evils intailed 
upon the Bengal provinces, and the inferior com- 
pany’s fervants, by the new regulations civil and 
military, introduced by ourdclpoiic rclorniers, are 
bejond defeription. Regardlcls of the rights of 
mankind, 'they trample under foot all divine and 
human laws, and if one applies for rCdrefs^to a‘ 
Jawicfs court, this juflifiable (lep is* conflrued into 
difobcdiencc and mutiny, with the aggravation of 
forfeiting the advantages of many jears faithful 
fcfvipes. Wa? yovi to fee again this once flourilh- 
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ing country you would thioH that Goths and Ven^ 
dais, had devafted thefe provinces, and made it a 
dreary folitude, where the few famifiied natives, 
who are allowed to breathe, exhibit all the horrors 
of thraldom and defpair. There is no likelihood 
of their miferics being alleyiated, unlefs a rcvolu^ 
tion reftores the enflaved Indians to a participation; 
of the privileges of rational beings. All is here in 
difordet, cotifuGon,' and anarchy : nothing hoc 
venality, rapacioufnefs, monopoly, oppreflion and 
ipjuftice, except a few arrogant demogogucs,'who 
live in fplendor, affluence and luxury, and divide 
among thcmr<;lv6s the produ£ls of the lands and all 
the fruits of induftry ; the reft either fubfift on « a 
fcaniy allowance, or pcrifli of hunger. There, is 
fcarcely one of the' company’s fetvants civil or mi- 
litary, except the rulers, who is fatisBed of hla 
condition. They arc precluded by the reformers, 
from the profpedt of ever returning to their native 
country,, with a provifion anfwerable to their long 
and faithful feryices. Lord Clive h.as done more_' 
harm to the* company and to the inhabitants of the 
peninfula, than it is In the power of ten of his fuc-, 
celTors to remedy. Surely, the fovereigns of Eu- 
rope, who have fsttlcmcnts in Indoftan, will not 
always tamely fubmit to the didtates of upftarts,. 
who-rertrain their commerce and infult their fub- 
jeifts. One Ihould think that the courts of direc-^ 
tors for feveral years paft, ejther have been totally 
ignorant of the management of their fubftitutes, or 
have winked at thejr depredations to have a ftiare In 
the plunder. Asifor my part, I vo\v as foon as I 
cjin fettle my affairs, not to remain in. this land of 
oppreflion and wlcke^efs one day more than I can^ 
' t ■ . ’ , ' 
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help ir. I am heartily tired of this cruel bondage,' 
arid t promifc you, I Ihall never be tempted again to 
fervc fuch ungrateful mafters. This js become a 
military government ; we keep an army, not to add 
to our conquefts ortoprcferve them, but to arrell, 
imprifon, and compel the officers of the company- 
to embark for Europe. The laft campaigns of a 
certain general arc truly laughable and ridiculous.' 

Adieu ! may i fee you foon-** 

At that very period a pamphlet was publilhed in 
France relative to the prefcnt ftate of their affairs 
in theEaft Indies, with fome ftrjfturcs on the ac- 
qmfitionsj and interior policy of the Englifh com-' 
pany in Indoftan. 

** One of the moft remarkable events of tins 
century, fays the author, and which is really alar- 
ming for all the commercial llaus of Europe, is 
the fovereignty which a fociety of modern Cartha- 
ginians have ufurped in theEaft. Thefe monopo- 
lizers, not fatisfied with excluding all the European 
nations from a Iharc in that valuable and extenfive 
trade, have depofed, murdered, and kept in the 
vileft fubjeilion the inoffenfive and generous fovc- 
relgns who gave them an hofpiiable afiylum in 
their dominions. Were the powers who have efta- 
bhlhmcnis on the coaft of Coromandel, to make a 
common caufe, to refcoc the princes and the mifc- 
rablc fubjcfls of the mogul empire from fuch an 
intolerable ihraldom, and to drive their oppreffbrs 
from the poiTcffions they have encroached, in re- 
ducing them to their primitive obfeurity and I'n-J 
lignihcancy j this would be confidered ay an aft of 
public juftice and humanity, produftive of tho' 

moft 
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moft falutary cfFc<^s in regard to' France, "and Ketf 
commercial views. The'" cellion of Canada and 
feme unhealthy iflands, are no other iofs thannur- 
feries of hardy feamen. ' If we confider that Eng- 
land has purchafed thefe conquefts'^atthe enormoiis^^ ' 
fum of eighty millions, 'thefe proud conquerors are 
greatly the lofcrs by fuch acquifitlon. As for the 
Jiaft Indies, I hope France has nor, nor never 
v/lll lofefigh’t of this wealthy fpot.' The great and 
.almighty lord Clive, owes all his fuccefs and his 
reputation to the fupinenefs of the French, and 
the Injudicious meafurcs of the governors and com- 
manders of their forces, inadequate to the rigorous 
efforts that Great Britain purfued, to Be the miftrefs 
uarivalledof this'parcof the Eaftern globe. From 
theltaowledge I have acquired of the difpofition of 
the Indian princes and their fubjefts j , 1 anfwer^ 
that fifteen thoufand men'fentat different times to 
the idandS of, Bourbon and Mauritius under an able 
commander, for fear of giving the alarm to our 
. jealous neighbours, will cflcntially anfwer the pur- 
pofe of fubduing the, EagHih' natives, not to ruia 
anddiftrefs them, but to aflift and protect them a- 
gainft all invaders. . I would make a temporary 
treaty with the Moratta^s, as their alliance is not 
to b8"depended upon, but may* anfwer the purpofc 
when we are ready toftrike. Nope but gentlemen 
of the military profelfion, fiiould be appointed to 
the government of the faftories with a ftending 
nrmy, aEU tq cope wUK d\e EitgUih, and to a . no 
the natives. The capital fault of our government 
was .. to intrurt-to men ignorant of the art of v.ar, 
our molt important feulements on Inoia ; ihcy had 
the policy to divide the country po’.ters, but»ere 
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incapable to nialce ufe of tlic ultima rath 
We muft not expeftio be joined at firft by.tlie pU'* 
riHanimous and dejefted princes of the penlnfula, 
ivho will not declare themfclves, till we haic van* 
quHhed their arrogant maders ; bur, I will venture 
to affirm, that nonp of them will afford them any 
ifliftance, whilft a French array can protedt them 
from their refentmenr, and that they will gladly 
fubmit to the vidtors whom they will look on as their 
friends and their deliverers. Thefc arc the only 
means of retrieving the lofles of France in the Jalt 
war, and this monarchy will never be truly great 
till it has acquired and Iccured the undivided cm* 
pirc of Indoftan, the king adting as paramount 
over a republic of princes, who from hU modera* 
tvon and equity muft cxpei^ ^he return of Alcyon 
days.” 

Projedb, 

For the re-cftablifhmcnt of the French £ali»ln- 
dia company, offered to the confcil royal of com- 
merce, with the fandlion of count de Maurepas 
and Mr. do Sartlne, fccrctary of 'ftatc> and mini- 
flerof the marine, to which department belongs^ 
the commerce of the Ifle of Mauritius and Bour- 
bon, and of the Eaft Indies. ‘ . •* 

Whilft Great-Britainis on ihe.cve of a civil waf. 
■with her ftubborn and refolutp children in Ame-‘ 
rlca, and embroiled at home’in domellic diflenfi- 
ons, finking gtaduaUy into the idweft ebb of natio- 
nal difgrace, exhaufted by conquell and ‘luxury, 
and governed by pufillammous councils, France 
cannot fail of fuccitls, if (he avails hcrfelf of her 
xivai difttafted ftatc to retrieve her fuperioriiy and 
the reputation of her arms, in extending her com- 

■ merce 
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mcrce and her navigation. rter ciijpire OD tlid 
Continent requires no aggfandiiemeni ; the cold 
and inhorpuable regions of Canada a're ns longei* 
anobjedbof her ambition^ all her views mull be 
turned towards the haft Indies, and all her ftrcngch 
muft be exejtcd for becoming the arbiter of ihd 
Carnatic. 

The difcouragement we have met in divers at- 
tempts to fettle in IVladagafcar, far from obliging 
us to give up all hopes ot future cftabJifliment on 
Ihis iQa'ndj ought to ftimulatc our moft vigo-ous 
efforts to have the command of this important 
channel, through which all European flilps in their 
voyage to and /ron> Jndia^ generally Jail, unJefi 
perventedby ftorms. ' 

‘ It is a pleafanr, defirable and fertile country, a-* 
bounding in fugar," honey, wines, IruiMrees, ve- 
getables, valuable grains, corn, cattle, fowls, pre- 
cious ftones* iron, fome filver, copper, ifteel and 
tin. It is watered with numerous rivers, well fto- 
red with filh Tlie air is generally temperate, and 
very healthy, though in a hot climate, Thofewha 
inhabit the coafls defeended from Arabs, may be 
eaTily reconciled to our fettling there, m benefir- 
ting them by the grant of commercial advantages 
and privileges, and making theiq fenfible ihattfd 
fores wefliall ereft are calculated for their protec- 
tion, as wcU as for our ov?o defence, agimft tlio 
negroes with whom they are in a Hare of p crpetual 
v.nr. I fhould propofe to have a chain of forts on 
the pafTage between the iftaud a'nd tint Cape of 
- Good Hope, garrifoned with five ihouland men, 
commanded by an able and experienced officer, 
whofe laicct and ftudy (liould be to pleaic the whue 

'Vol. II, 3 K natives^ 
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ir.tjvcs, \wt?iout tl.c cncroachmcnl on ilictr 
ri}'Iu!.anil ('rbiJcrty,‘mlj,ifH,g il.cm aiihu fame lime 
\u(li a fivoiu.iblc opinion ot our juHicc and n.odcra* 
lion. No doubt, but the roariiicrc powers will in- 
tcrrcrc, but as uc i.ixc in France a great number 
ot I'pititcd adventurers, who with the profpccc of 
mak’.ng a fortune, would gladly engage in ihisen- 
tcrprizc. We may get a conlUnt fupply of men 
fi'iilcieni to protiil rrom intuit and ivolcda- 
I'un. • 

Thu Idand of Bourbon, uhlc!) lies about three 
hundred miles Hall of Madagafear, has many good 
reads roiuul it tor Ihipptng, pariiculariy on the 
North and South tide. As the clinute here, though 
citremciy hot is uxmmcly hcalihy, being rcfrclh- 
cd v.iili coolim; t^alcs, that blow morning and c* 
veningirom the Tea ai>d lands I would have kept 
ihercanumetousgarrirtMi.fit loaflonany emergen- 
cy, and a ft^uadrun of men of uar, except during 
the monfuns, v.hcnlliips cannot lide iLCurc agiinll 
the hurricanes, and coarting along Ihorc is dange- 
rous. 1 he iHand abounds in brooks and fprings, 
and in fruit, grafs and cattle, \siih excellent tobac- 
co, alloes, white pepper, ebony, pahn and oilier 
kinds of woovl: many of ike trees yield oderiferous 
gums and raifin^, particularly benzoin of an ex- 
CdUcnt fort, and in great plenty. Thu rivers arc 
well llockcd with tith, the coall with land and lea 
torioifes, and every pare of the country with hor- 
ned cattle, as well as hogs and goats. The v oods 
are full of a great sarietyof birds pkafan: to the 
palate. Thus pkni.lully fupplied by nature, and 
ilill oipable of grcac improvements conducive to 
all the coRvcmencics of life, this illand which is 

ninety 
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ninety miles round> can maintain a Uttic army in 
health and vigour, ready to co-operate in ftrikini;; 
the great blow olfered to vour conhderation. 'rhe 
iHe of Meuntus,' which has a hundred and v fifty 
miles in circumference, with a fine harbour, ca- 
pable of holding fifty large fliips, fecure againlt 
any wind that blows, and a hundred fathunis deep 
at the entrance, U fliU more fit for the rendezvou s 
and ftation of a powerful fleer, with a'confidera- 
ble body of land forces. The climate is extreme- 
ly healthy and pleafant^ thisiflandU watered v;icli 
feveral pleafant rivers well flocked' with fijh, and 
the foil of laic fertilized, yields plenty of tobacco, 
rice, fruits and feeds, with a great number of cat- 
tle, deer, goats and iheep > lb that in regard co 
the climate and the produilions, it is wuU adapted 
toaFrenchconfliiuc'on. Thefetwo illands garrf- 
foned with twelve thoufand men, will eflcftually' 
anfsver the purpofe. THcIc with cn addition of 
eight thoufand men embarked in difierent ports of 
France, adling in concert, landing in chiec ahi- 
fions at Pondicherry, Callicuc and Uajapore, on 
the Coromandel and Malabar coalt. headed with 
three general officers of tiled abilities, will at the 
fame lime take the^ field in the Carnatic and ihe 
kingdoms of. Golconda and Vifapour, which lay 
open and defcncelcfs. As Golconda is a moft va* 
'loable acquifiilon, 'ion account of the colour of its 
diamond mines, the chcapnefeof iisprovilwns, and 
its excellent white wine ; it will at once throw into 
our hands the richeft materials of commerce, and 
fupply our army with excellent provifions of all 
kinds, whiUt the kbgdom of ViOpour equally 
fruitful, which yields a yearly, revenue of fix mil- 
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ilons fterling to Its king, will leave his tfeafures at 
our difcrctica. At the fame lime, the polTeffion of 
the little kingdom of Tanjore lying to the Eaft of 
Madura, the loU of which is rich and fertile, uil{ 
render us mafters of the pearl filhery upon its 
coaft, As within it lies the .Danilh fcttleinenc of 
Tianguabar, and the Dutch fottteis of Negapa- 
tsm, I would recommend a ftridt injundiun to the 
armies to protedthefe fettlcmcnts who canqoc an- 
poy our operations, and whofe fricndihlp and neu- 
trality, as well as that of the Portugueze, fiitlcd- 
at bt. Thomas, Monguilore, Dundee, Shcule, 
JlafTaim and Salfeite : In fiiort, far from encroach- 
ing- upon their territories, our policy fliould be to , 
inlargc them, and thus fecure their frlendlhlp and 
alliance. Now as the main force of the Englitb ii> 
the peninfula Is deemed for the prefcrvatlon of iho 
provinces of Bengal, their 'tuiluary cllabliftment 
for iJje' prefidencics of Fort St< George'and Bom- 
bay, which conlifts in part of fcapoys, being too 
jnconfiderable to face an army of veterans in the 
field j I would neither attack their forts 'at l.dft 
the hrft or the fecond campaign, nor invade the 
provinces of Orixa and Bengal, too wide diftanr, ^ 
put cut off all communication, and all the com- 
mercial refources which they derive fiom the inte? 
rlor parts of the Carnatic and the Kingdoms of Vit 
fapour ;jod Golcond?,* fatisfied to Ihut them up in 
their ftrong holds. The places I propofe to garrl- 
fon, in order to remain raafters' of the interior 
country frpm Cape Conor to the Ganges arc Ma- 
dura, Tanjore, Conymea, Bifnagar, taking at the 
fame time polTeflion of the diamopd mines of 
R^alcopdil. ' A 
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As the EngUlh ^vKo aiip at the commercial fu* 
prcmacy of the univsrfe, have raifed the envy of 
other nations, none of the maritime powers, who 
can afford them .affiftance, will tWr in their fa- 
vour. The Indian princes wiU exult at their difaf- 
tets and humiliation, and all their efforts to drive us 
from that rjeh country between the Coromandel and 
the Malabar coafts will prove unfuccefsful, if the 
commanding officers give to their fubalternsa noble 
example ‘of moderation .and difintereftednefs, re- 
fraining from all aftsof violence and rapacioufnefs, 
and keeping their army mUriifldifcipline and fub- 
ordination. J t is not unlikely that the Englifh go- 
vernment might at the expiration of the royal 
charter granted to their company, take into their 
hands their territorial acquifitlons, and reduce them' 
to their original Infignmcancy ; In that cafe, the 
conqued of die kingdoms, mentioned before, would 
• meet with more oppofition and difilcuUies, as the 
crown would have a more immediate intereft in the 
prefervation of tbefe provinces, if annexed to it : 
confequenily this important enterprize, muft take 
place whilft the Englith company remain in poflef- 
- lion of the Bengal provinces, and have neither pow-' 
er, nor afliftance from the government fufiicient to 
fruftracc our defigns. 

The grand plan v/ill be to make an alliance of- 
fenfive and defenfive with the Mogul, to reftore 
him not only to his fupremacy, but to help him to 
fubJuc all the nabob’s and rajah’s who have taken 
advantageof the troubles of the empire, to make 
ihemfclves independent, and to reduce them to 
their original ftate of tributary vafiais ; and the 
Ganges becoming the boundary of his empire, he* 

will 
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will have a great acceffion of power and tcrritorlts 
by the fubduuig without afiiftancc the provinces of 
I)cnt;al and the nabob ofOude, And in tliis man- 
ner the pcninfula wiiiun tiic Ganges being divided 
betwixt the French and the Mogul, tlie natives will 
be refeued from the rtatc of abjcclion, in which 
they arc kept by a number of petty tyrants, op- 
prellivc and rapacious. .After thtfc atchicvemcnts, 
I would keep an army of twenty thoufand regular 
and well dlfcipUncd huropcansin conlbnc pay, for 
the prefervation and fccuriiy of thefe dominions. 
All the military cdablilhmcnt and civil oflicers, 
with all expcnocs for erecting forilGcaiions, or ktep- 
ing them in repair, to be paid the king of 
France, from certain revcnu.s ariling from dc- 
mefnes allotted to hUmajefty, with a confsderable 
llure in the diamond mines,' collciftcd by proper 
ofiicers appointed by him. 

Thofc who intend to become proprietors of the 
new company, to pay each fifty thoufand livres to 
defray the charges of the expedition, and fifty 
thoufand livres more for a joint llock, in confiJera- 
tionof which tlity will enjoy all the cxclufive ad- 
vantages arifing from commerce j they are to build 
their nngazints, and iloic houfes at tl'.cir foie ex- 
pence, to build yearly a certain number of fiups, 
and to provide with prbpcr officers and Teamen for 
the voyagei The falc of the Eaft-India- goods 
will beat Fort Lotrent, Nantes, St. Male, bee.” 

Whcthcrlhis'plan has been approved of m every 
point, IS doubtful, efpecuUy asthelandintrQftv.r.a- 
ty thoufand men is attended with many djfiiculties, 
beiiJ’cs the obifaclcs they may meet in their paf- 
fjge. Indeed the EnglilH company’s military efta- 
• blifli- 
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blldiment in Bengal confifts of but tsvclve batta- 
lions, as fufficicnc force in timcsof peace and fafety ; 
but inadequate to the number vvhicli the French 
may perhaps if unmoltfted, fend into the Eaft In- 
dies. No European power ever fo formidable, can 
make a rapid conqueft oftliefe provinces, without 
the concurrence of the regimented natives, who 
defplcablc as they might have been rcpafcnied, 
a;e inured to the viciffitudes of chat climate, and 
extremely ufeful for information. 

Whoever obferves the maxims of government of 
the Enghili company, fince they are become the 
fovereigns of Bengal, muft acknowledge that they 
are diametrically oppofite to tliofe which they 
fiiould have puruiedfor their prefcrvatlon. They 
have raifed againft thern the clamours of all the 
European powers fettled on the Coromandel and 
the Malabar coafts, and difguflcd the country pow- 
ers to that point, that they will fccretly connive, 
if not openly cfpoufe the caufc of ari invader, with 
the hopes that new hoftihtics may occafion a happy 
revolution : even lord Clive foretold, that if the 
tertUorics acquired were not carefully attended to, 
they would fall a prey to the arms of France. 

Notwiihftanding the titles and honouts which 
the king had bellowed upon the heaven-born ge- 
neral, his lordHiip Hill afpired higher, and when ac 
Bath in 1770, opened his mind on that fubjecl to 
a commoner, who has great interell at court, and 
was lord C — ’s bofom friend and confidanr. 

The noble lord luving introduced iheconverfa- 
tion on the political debates of the lower houfe, 
obferved that indeed tniniftersor men who had the 
laltnts of orators, found their accounts in being 

the 
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the people’s reprcfentative*s» and -that even mcfl: 
peers by their trends or relations were defirous to 
preferve a parliamentary influence ; that for his part 
he would not give up this lafl: point, if he was re- 
moved to the upper houfe; but as he had no pard- 
cular views for himfelf, he confefled he looked up- 
on a peerage as an object of temptation, fora gen- 
tleman of a confidcrable fortune i becaufe this he* 
reditary honour, in giving weight and adding luftro 
to a family, was almoft a fure provifion for the 
younger branches in civil or military capacity ; 
that if the honourable gentleman to whom he free- 
ly imparted his thoughts, could by his intereft and 
his connections, procure him that additional digni- 
ty, he ftiould Ihew him his gratitude in whaicvci* 
manner, he Ihould pleafe' to mention.’ The com- 
moner ftarted at firll fomc difficulties, very likely 
to enhance the price of the favour ; but a felfifli 
conlideration made him at lail promife that ha 
fhould make application to a perfon who>had al- 
ways a free, though not a public accefs to the throne,, 
and that in the courfe of a few months, he would 
,be able to give lord Clive an anfwer. 

Effcftivciy the gentlemen foon waited upon the 
invifible agent, who was the moft likely perfon to 
fucceed in this tranfaClion. -But the''anfwer from* 
that quarter was, Your employer knows to whom 
you intended to apply, and though' Tmighc fuc- 
ceed, was I to go to the fountain of titles and ho< 
nours, as I having taken the refolution not to folli- 
cle any favours, wKen any perfon can guefs that I 
have been inftrumental in obtaining what be wiflics 
for : 1 decline to appear in this affair : ' however, as 
I would not have lord Clive think,' that I am not 

- his 
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friend for certain reafons, ' which I ’fiiaU esplajri 

you : I would have you apply petfonally to 

who knows you have my approbation in dny thing 
that jQU afk for yourfelf or your friends. “ 

. In regard to my motive ibr wifiiing that lord 
Clive fhould entertain a favourable opinion of me^ 
I will impart you my defign of providing for one 

of my younger fona, better than the hnii- 

fclf can, - • • ’ 

You know in fuch a country as this. Wealth Is 
the only diftlnftlon amongft men ; whoever is 
rich can obtain for htmfclf and procure to his 
friends feats in the Icgidaturc ; he can afk titles 
and hoaoucs, and riiake himlclf revered, even 
with moderate talents as-a dcmi-god. 

♦The experience we have had lately cf rntn fud** 
dcnly emerged from oblcurity, after .1 ftfidente of 
ten or tuclvo years* in India, makes me fenfible, 
that it is now the only foil, where 3 young man, 
who hasfpjrit and connections can thrive. I'he 
gepilcmen at the head of adrainilVratlon, and of 
his majerty's council, provided for as mod of them 
are, cannot be put into competition in point of the 
rapid torcuncs acquired by the company *s pnncl- 
pal Icrvants, with xhc governors ot their preiidea- 
cies and the members of their council. Jfpjmany 
dpllarts without merit, iniercft or Connrt»Jo/jt, 
merely for having ferved the company 2 i^rtaia 
number of.years, arc returned to iheL' r.stha 
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dcvouoOi As lord Clive, in Tpicc of his enemies, 
ibll prefetves a great afceadeocy over the ruling ftr- 
vantsof the Bengal provinces.; I 'will fend my Ton 
lo the feat of this commerciahempirc, and with all 
the advantages of hU birth and expedtations, pro- 
cure'him powerful letters of recomraen'dation from 
lord Clive, and feme of the adtrng diredtors,Jwhich, 
cannot fail of having ihedcfired effldb.’ This plan 
met with ^hc approbation of the noble lord’s crea- 
ture, who a few days after had an opportunity to 
make an overture, conducive to lord Clive’s ambi- 
lious views. ' t • ' 

I The anfwer wasin the negative^ with feme mor- 
tifying rededllons, on lord Clive’s prefumptionl 

That a man who went originally lO'the Eift In- 
dies as a writer to the company, and who by 'a con- 
currence ofluck'y nccidcnts^’’ made a fortune to 
which no prince of the royal blood ’could afpire, 
with titles and honourable decorations, ht foraman 
of noble extrad^lon, fhould flili ralfe lus''views to 
an Englifh peerage,' wav an infiiU on many worthy 
perfons, who had ferved the croirn in high capa- 
citics,' and not obtained that honour. 

After thisdeclaraiion, lord Clive was obliged to- 
drop his defign, and his friends his folicitations. 

The noble lord having failed in his dmbitioua* 
fchemes, renewed his amorous purfuits i he was 
devoured at' Uadi by what the Erench called 
wif and tc^ diverfify it/ employed one of his a-* 
gents in {har’iionourable department,' to found the 
^ inclinations of a fprightly IdQj^ widow, who it was 
fuppofed, ‘ had come to Bath to' engage in a fecond 
^wedlock, provided flic could find a man who might 
anfwer her'defircs and expectations.’ Ivlrs. — , 

who 
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who is nqw.ia this metropolis, fapporicd by the vo- 
luntary; contribuiioa of.lbme old, debauchees, was 
reckoned, about five, years ago a h^ndfome woman, 
fufccptible of the fa;i)c fenlatlons, whicl^ flic was 
capable to infpire. “As/hc isof an cafy, accefs, his 
lordfhip’s plenipo, by his .afiiduities and^ttention 
foop gained her confidenep. The lady having ob- 
fervcclihis intimacy, with, her, noble admirer, made, 
him the^fubjedt of her inquiries. . , 

V ‘f It feems fiPi’Sfaid Mrs. — — that you are 
particularly, acquainted with lord Clive, I have 
heard fo many divers reports in regard to his lord- 
fliip, that really my curiofity leads me to beg, you 
will indulge it, if. not ipconfiftcnt jvith your con- 
nections with him.” 

Madam,'* replied the gentleman, a long ' 
acquajntancc .with his lorddup, has fixed invaria- 
bly my^ regard and my, attachment to him j as foe 
the different accounts you^hayo had, rcfpedtively 
to his public and private charadler, a man who has 
aded fuch confpicuous parts on the grand theatre of 
this world, mud expedt to have as 'many cenlbrs , 
as admirers. I have no objedtion to anfwer ;iny 
queftipns jou will be pUafed to aflt me, as I know 
all my anfwers, without partiality, will prepofTefs 
you^ in hisTavour, had deiradllon and malice pre- ' 
judiced you agalnft him. 

** As foe his political and military conduft in 
India,” continued flie, ‘'^ihat*s not properly the ^ 
lubjedt of a woman's difquintion. What I defire to 
know, is the ufe that he makes of his Icnmenfe for- 
tune,' his focial, virtues and his private foibles^ If 
riches can makemeq happy, hislordllfip's felicity 
muft be complete, But I* have o^fetved, that he 
- feema 
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Tccmf f^loomy and thoughtful, Initcad of hroing 
that cij^waarui ri’t irful cou. icn«tncc, 'Ahjch indicates 
.iutcfiur cojiCincira.ita Jctcnc nunil." 

I It juii plcafa to obfcrti*, inat'.am, that hfs con** 
(lUutioa, tUSi been impiUcd,'^by campatgns and 
torced marcl.ts 2 a a burning and unhealthy ch- 
juaie ^ you tannnt ba lurpnzcd that after nuny 
toiJfc .and fatigues, he ll^ould not liavc the \iva- 
cioufntls and Lviiy of al yotirg man nurtured ac 
home, on ihs bp of calc and luxury. He is un- 
doubtedly onc-of the inolc wcalihy fubjecis In Eu- 
rope, and no man has done more ads cf bened-' 
ccucc and charity, -with Icfs oftcntaiion. He is li- 
beral, compaflionate and generous ; and it lie has 
foibles, they arc of alclnd inherent to our nature, 
and hp may fairly impute them to ihcfo Imprcflions, 
which amiable women arealmofl furc to make up- 
on a man of feeling.'’* 

f* I^havc heard, mdeed,” replied fiic,i“,Tb3C 
he is a man of gallantry, though 1 fhould not have 
thought fu by lus appearance i.bcficies, ns he is a 
married man wiih a family, having palTcd his me- 
ridian, I hope for the honour of my fer, that none 
would accept of his lordlhip'^ptopofals, but perfons 
wlio has e no, reputation -to lofe.’^ , ■* * 

From m}' own Itnou ledge, I canafiurc you, that 
he Is a gccib father and civil husband ; indeed his 
lady is an ag/ccable, fcnfibic woman ; but w ith all 
, ha accomplhhmcnts flic cannot espeCt to have a 
.phfcnix in her husband. . t >. 

. Yap,. madam, jvJjo are converfant with the po- 
lite world,' mufl Ur^ow that amonglL married peo- 
ple pf quality, a man who has but one favourite, 
p jec]:op?d in Qvr age continent and vyrtuous.v 
’ ' ^ “ I caqi 
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“ I cannot fay,” anfwcred fliCj that I fliould 
like to be the wife or the favourite of fuch a man : 
but pray, if you do not think the qucftion impro-i 
per, Who is now the lady,-thac lias the occafional 
preference ? for I fuppofe the fucceffion of his a-* 
mours has been very rapid. • ‘ 

j I muit do him the jullicc to fay, that he is not 
inconrtant,avhcn he Jinds a perfon worthy of an at- 
tachment. Ac this time I know, he has no ties but 
thofe of the national kind; and there is adlually 
lady at Bath, whom he admires above all the wo-' 
men he has ever Icen at home or abroad. ' 

t‘‘ So I find,” replied Mrs. “ That you are 

ths confidant of his amours.” No other^vife,’* 
anfwered he, “.than 1 heard him fay the other 
day, that he could not forbear envying the felicity 
of the man, who (liould ever be poflefled of fo 
many charms *, adding, that Ibe was the moft beau- 
tiful. \Yoman he ever l^hcld. ilhave only twomore 
queftions to alk, coatmoed fhc,i** Has<he put iha 
ladies with whom' he has been connected above the 
frowns of a mcrcilefs and,cenforious world? Do 1 
know the lady you fpeak of,' and iS'Jhe'a perfoa of 
character. ?’ He anfwered*, ibcfc »queftions in> the 
. affirmatiye, but pofiponed the difeovery, till anotlicr 
opportunity., • ' I * • * *. 

As the ladies have commonly much penetration 

in ihefe cafes, Mrs. who W3S'not*adady of 

fevere virtue, and had a great inluition-into the 
hearts of men, with the foggeftions of her vanityy 
affirted by lord Cfivc's attentions, guelTed that {he 
was the objefi of .his k>rd{bip*s purfuits” j and as 
her finances were rather low, rfiefaw ini the favour-' 
ablQ fttcount ihe hadheard ofnhis lordlhip's genero- 
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fjfy^'apror^jcft cfbting'-fotJn cstlricatcd from her 
dilHcuUics/‘A‘i tlic bad received intciligencc th*t 
my lord inicnded'lo leave Ball: in a forcn.nlir, there 
was no tilde 10 loft v-at ihc fame time Mrs. — — 
knew that men were apt to dclpifo an cafy 
con()uedi 'In this dilemma, ihe thought m> lord’s 
plempo \vas the nK)II proper man to ntgociatc an 
amorous treaty with hi$ lordfliip, without iftcurrln;j 
the imputation of too ready a compiimcnc to his 
dcQrcs flic had an opportunity to converfe wjifi 
him,* m’ the* rooms that very evening, whilft his 
lorddiip' was engagcdlat a party at wliid, having 
lod three games fucceflivcly, he declared that he 
was^thir molt unlucky man upon earth, and retired 
to his ajfattments in difguft. ‘ 

' ** \Vfcll;''‘niadam','* • (aid hisagentin addrcfllng 
Mfj. have )ou found out the lady, whom 
his larddiip has (Inglcdlout among the, fair Gran- 
gers, •who now' refidc in this placc.’^ Though flie 
was pleafed 'at the qucGion, fhe bluHicd and be* 
trayed iiiilc. CTTrrijTTiir,' which, however, was of 
fhort continuance. >*'*Indccd, Sir,” aofwercd flic, 
** to be candid 'with you, I have obferved that 
•* his lordfljiphas been rather particular to me, but 
** re.any 1 am’ afraid offuch a conncdlion, efpecl- 
“ ally if my reputation was to fufier without any 
•* real advantages, to make me amends,”' I 
“ undcrrtahd you, madame,” anfwcr the faithful 
agent, ** and to favc your delicacy the difagreealile 
talk of explaining yourfclf- further on this fub- 
“ jedt, I will take upon myfelf to adjuft the treaty ;• 
which I dare fay will be ratified to the fatisfac- 
tion of both panics,” ’ . ' ^ ^ k ] 





r 

The fubftance of it was, that my lord (bould 
pay down three hundred guineas, to acquit fome 
debts, Mrs. — had concra^led at> Bath,, and 
enable her to provide a decent hpufe, in,Londqn, tq 
receive the vliiis of his lordfliip, ^ ^ i ( 

. She was to leave Bath immediately, pnd the con- 
fommation was deferred till the firft^ interview^ of 
the two lovers in the metropolis ; in pafe, their epn- 
nedtion fhould not continue above one month; his 
lordfliip was to give the lady three hupdred gui- 
neas more, on their reparation. - The articles, of 
this treaty were reciprocally performed;!, my'iord 
went to town two days after her ncw.ally andconf 
federate, and found. her according to the difeftion 
file had fent to a place agreed upon In KoightV 
bridge. Theic intimacy continued only, one fort- 
night, at the expiration of which, he parted from 
herds a man' of honour, punf^ual to his engage- 
ments. i.^Now Mrs. who had found in lord 

Q\\sQznamo'urfautranJif looked for one whoiope.; 
cuniary matters was not- to- b^compared to hts 
lordlhip, though preferable to- him in natural ablll. 
tics. After fire had'faiisfied her fancy^ flse fought 
for fupport amongfo gentlemen .of the tncfC5x.rifB 
profcflion, and having feeuxed ^ comfenib'e an- 
nuity from them,, does not confine . m them 
cold embraces. : - 
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oETenfive and dcfcniive, with the Moraltas to wrc4 
from the r3.vcaous EngUii\, as they call them^ tiio 
fovereign dominions they have ulurped from the 
country's posvefs. It U conje^urcd',that the French, 
Dutch and l^ortuguefe have jointly kindled the 
lefentmcnt of the confederates, and, that they 
fecretly abet their hoftilc operations, if prevented 
by policy to give them anopcn^afiiiVance, as both 
the natives and the Europeans have been great fuf- 
ferers, by the late revolutions caufed by the Eng- 
lilh, and the inlquitious mealures they have purfu- 
cd ever fince toopprefs the Indians and annoy the 
trade of all foreign natioosAthey cannot expeft to 
find an ally in the pcnmfulaof-Indu.s, tofave them 
from ruin and deftruAioo. This account is more 
s^Iarming acthb critical time, when the Americans 
have dnwn the fword io theit defence, and; the 
governmeoc uncertain of the difimatign of the great ^ 
armaments of Spam and France, cannot fpare their 
forces to proteft the company’s icitlemenis. It is 
aftonilhing that the attention of the iegifiaturc of 
this kingdom, has not been awakened to the dan- 
gerous confequenccs of temporary expedients, fub- 
hituted to a confiltutional and permanent fy(tcm.of 
government in the Eatt Indies, which, notwiih- 
llandingall that has been faldoc written, concern-, 
ing the company’s affairs, and the oppreffivc max- * 
ims of adminiftration of their fervants, have noe"^ 
yet met with any efTcftual redrefs or reformatjon,, 
If the great acqoifitions of’the company deferved 
the attention of die mother country,, Ihould not 
proper meafures have been adopted for. the fecunty 
of thofe dominions, furcly the 'knowledge which 
the members of the legiflaturc have had the oppor- . 
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iinitiis of obtaining; from the Jite' inffuiri'cs 'wis 
at leiit fu'iicient for'forming a'ligl.t jocigmcnt, o'/ 
the danger within and without, to which Fhefe pof • 

Icfliuns are expofedj.and of tlie 'renFedieS nccehary 
tor removing fo many dreadful evils and Vlarina 
abufes. or td prevent the utter ruin and ti’tal ’lots 
of this commercial empire.' A fttal expedience, 
will, I fear, foon convince the nation of tlicVriiiana. 
gers fupinenefs and errors, for having neeiddbed the 
information they had received, as it (eerns ihe time 
IS coitie that we Hull be deprived of •ih'a VePjuras 
of an im menfe commerce, and probably of the Dvifl' 
feffion of the very Ahatic territories,' liow },ecLie 
he objeasofour rivals envy, and of ilii ,mpl’,ca-i 
ble hatred of our natural enemies. Sure'ly life ini- 
portance of thdeaftern empire, (hould have rouhd, 
Great Brtcam fronuts lethergyt It is a n-a.ter of' 
the molt weighty 'concern, to take^all 'judiemua 
tne-fures, that human-policy can diftate, to' fruf- 
trate iho dohgns of our rivals in commerce nd do'- 
minions, in regard to thcEalHndies. ‘ '1 heAliaiica 
fettled within the territories of the company, are 

Undoubtedly his maieay sfobjccb, as well L the 
lintilh emigrants ellablinied- m India. Though 
the. perntcious fyfiein of the 'nabob maters and 
greedy refolucionlfts mould Have never mrt with 
the lanaion of ’a well regulated and.equitible go*-> 
vernment; as they' cafe is, »,« Il.ould InFe mfd- 
the natives asnyell as .he Br.tilh fubjeCts, fornct^he 
O'-tapscinurne-s, cruelly, mjuarcc and 

deyanjtion winch have rea.ded on uv a laltinv 

ditgrace, by a piorperoos ad-, migration at home 
and refpeaab.e abrad j for notwithllandmg the 
picva hng notions'of the cale will, which ,n,me.ir= 

■ 3 1 ' fortunes 
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fortunes liavfi,, been acquired mjlhpje parts, frorrt 
the examples that have been lately exhibited, thenS 
are at this time ia Bengal many poor and.ipduftri- 
ous Britons, deprived /even of che_^means of getting 
an honel^ livelihood, by their beft: endeavours, who 
3!:e deltrviog '[the, maternal /care* of their native 
count! yl I'he condition of liU majefty’s fubjedts, 
has be^n really uorfe than that of the Alliacics, as 
the rctrorpeft* of the freedom they were entitled to, 
IS an aggravation to their mifery, they , have been 
fold to the leaders and unpripcipled chiefs of aa in- 
corporated trading fociety for^ihe^fiim offour hun- 
tlred tboufand pounds per annum. Much more va- i 
luable and pcrmanent.adv30tages might have been 
derived from thence wUK equity,, well as with 
reputation to government, while the prefervatioix 
and interior prorperlly of ^ijiefe Afiaiic duminions 
might have been fecured Ip the happincfs of tlie in.- 
lubitancs only, and the commercial intcreAs of the 
deluded proprietors fixed on a folid bafis. ' 

It was not to be’cxpc^lcd that t^c count/^ pow- 
ers would always tamely fubmU toAhe .injuries and 
indignities offered to then\ by a focUiy of mere tra- 
ders, confined by charter to the employment of 
fix fhips, and fix pioniclts yearly t that this cqrn- 
pany become foverclgns of exienliy^, rich, and po- 
pulous kingdoms,! to which they^have no legal title, 
Ihould fway in Indoftan unconijouled and uorivai- 
Icd. 

TJiey have proved that if they had the craftinefs 
and policy to gain valuable acquifiuonsi- 
not the fagaci^ required to preferve and enjoy them. 
In this new luuaiion of a mercantile fociety, fo 
vldciy di{Tei(,r,t from its original inlliwuon, even 

their 
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their true conimqrclal Intcrefts have been entirely 
mifl^a^etftood or neglcQled, and tbarccly any pub- 
lic fpint has appeirbd among'thtir icrf^lcrs^, ‘eitlier 
in England Indld.^ ‘ Wealth an'd^plunbcr 
niulatcdthc ruling’ pa(^6ns of thpi^'ciVil ai^cl niiU- 
tarToflicers j all their foHciiude‘\«Tis confined coac- 
cunlulate lack? of rupees, and to provide for^' their 
clnldfch, needy relations ‘or depenilatits,'\t the 
^expefted'of ‘the wretched inhabitants of the fub- 
‘jefted dolninlo'ps^ ‘Thefehave been the maxims of 
tliechicf, of the company on both'fides the ocean. 
Thus’ Alii h^s experienced odder a commercial all- , 
garrhyv thd’fame* fate* itilndferwent, when fubdoed 
by triumphant Romc,'‘and fell a pVey to rapacious 
merchants, as ic had tb the fpecuiatioa of Roman 
proconfuls. > ' ^ 

• T|io dftentatious fervahts of a trading company, 
hiving tmbtued thevt^unds vn the blood of 
the dcfcncclcfs natives, dnd laid walle tothU'once 
flourinilng empire, to ferve their mtreehary and 
'iniquitous defigns, have returned to England load- 
ed with thefpoils of fovereigns dethroned and na- 
tions op prefled ; where iniTcnchiDg themfelves in 
borough 'or,Eaft-IndIa ftock influence, they have 
fee ^jullicc at* defiance, either in the cauic of their 
country- or injured innocence.^ " 

’ ’ It is obvlouirco every rational jjclng thatthc ac- 
qiiifittons of thc’Eaftlndia* company arc become, 
an objtdt of th^ utmod importance to this nation, 
whidh'^itTstkbc fcarcd^n^vlrcUvoIved ingreat difli- 
culriSs/ wheneVer tUcTnJtanHommions arc loiE cr 
w-hcnhvct^fhby atc^fo Ira^v'eTifltcd as to render the 
poir.ifion of thcraTmprolitableMlengal and the pro- 
vinces comprehended under this denomination arc 

entirely 
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/fr.tLrilycoipraerdal countric?, v^hich can only flui?-. 
TiSliiVvinlc trade is {icc and pTofperous, tlje piinct- 
pJ/16- *>f 'thjcK are invariably* thc'famc as m all cli- 
piinrs , but iince tliciaflairt of JJengal and its de- 
pendencies have taken a rumouffcourle, Great liri- 
tam has bcert t'epofed to national difgrace^ with-' 
out reaping aay advantage from the company’s de- 
prcdaitpnsj U is evident, that thofc countries can- 
not* prolperwhilci the company continue there wi- 
dirturbed in thejr ridiculous claims of a commcrQul 
ibvexetgnty j were it even poffible, without alta- 
ing thciruncon|lItutional government, to frectlieir 
aftairs tromihe nupbetlefs inconvenienclcs arillng 
from the diftance, between the fear of diredllon and 
the fobjeited provinces j uhu niifinfoimaiion or ig- 
porapee^of proprietors and dircdtois, the fludluat- 
ing ftate ofi parties ,*tbc confcqucnr, abfurd and 
contradictory orders which are continually fenc ouc 
JO India, and the want of due pow er in the compa- 
ny for controlling the fervants abroad, ^shich pow- 
er can neserbe given to them confiiUntiy with the 
imperial dignity of ihcfcrealms, will multiply the 
evils and grievances, inllead of redrpfiing them. 

Monopolies of all kind are in their natures una- 
soidablyApcrnicious, .but an abfoluie government 
of monopolifts, fuch as that introduced by lord 
Cljvc, and.purfued ever lince fay his facet (Tors, 
mull of all be the moll dreadful. 1 he liaft India 
compary could not flaiicrthcmfclvesihat the native 
prince's could rcc^vviihout indignaiion the foil, re- 
venues, admjmllraiion of juftice and interior go- 
vernment of thole countries entirely in their hands 
without checker controul. The prince whom they 
pall mogul, thqygh, reduced to the cruel neccfliry 

*9 
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'to imjilgtc their, afliftanco, vtill ,nb longer bf tho) 
ipcrc inflrument-of' their power, and, be fatisficd' 
with the fupport of aifecure penfion, for'ferving, 
tneir own private jpurpofes;> than he can othecwifc* 
rcaffume by force^of atmshis authority., Neithcrs 
the Europeans nor the natives ,aie ,the dupes of the' 
farce exhibited by nabobs of Bengal, who are, the, 
adual (lipendiaryifervapts of the cbmpany, and, 
the defpicabic iniltunicntsof iheirtjranny. They^ 
ate.fenfible that the dcwannee, under which title, 
they prete'nd to .hold thole territorial, poflellions, is 
a mere fidion.' invented to countenance their mo-', 
nopolies and extortions, and.particularly intended 
to impofe on the Brltilh nation,-' and to fecure the 
foyereignty.of the country* againll domeftic at-' 
tempts and hoftile invafion ; though the difeuife 
was too flimfey to deceive either the inhabitams of 
IndoKanor other European nations, who have fee-,, 
tiements in thefc countries. All the world knowsi 
that (here is in Bengal no freedom of trade, in re- 
gard to the natives or foreign nations, though ut is 
iippoilible that'coramerce (hould ever be-flourilli- 
iiig and importantly' .beneficial to the Bntifli Hate 
Without a free intercourfe. All branches of the in- 
terior Indian commerce,! ate without exception 
monopolies of iho molVopprcflive and ruinous naa 
tures, and fo totally cortiipicd, from every'fpecies 
of abufe or unjuli reftriftions, as to be in the lalt, 
ftige of ftagnation. iCtvd juftice has been cradi- 
r-.ted, and mtlliops left ao the mercy of a few ra- 
pacious men, who divide the fpoils or the public a- 
mong themfelves while under fuch a cruel diTpo- 
iifm, fupported by military violence, the whol-i-- 
teiiot country, where neither the laws ofEnaFand 
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reached, or the cuftoms of thefe countries were 
pcnn’uied to have their courfe, is worfe than in a 
Jlarc of^natore, as the pretended civilization intro* 
duced into thefe wretched 'provinceSj is calculated 
not to relieve, but to diHrefs the miferablu inha- 
bitants. ‘ I ' ' • • 

la- this melancholy Htuation, whilft the poor In-^ 
dullrious natives wete-opprefied beyond concep-' 
tion, population has been dccreafing,' the manu- 
faftories and revenues hadening tO' decay, and 
Bengal, wliich ufed not many years ago to fend 
annually a tribute of fcvcral millions in hard fpecie 
to'Dehly, has been* reduced to this extreme want 
of circulation, that it is not improbable’ the com- 
pany’s white fervants* in Calcutta, have already 
been neCeflitawdj'in one feafon to draw above a 
mUlloTT fterling on the Ulreflors, for the exigen- 
cies of their trade and government,’ will foon be in 
want of fpecie in Bengal to pay their troops, and 
bave been 'pleading in 'England incapacity" to 
pay 'the very annual four- hundred ihouran'd 
pounds, which government has a' right to* ‘de- 
mand. • • ■ “ ' \ ' lO''* 

^ The natives of Bengal, wbofe , rriiferles was a 
few years greatly cncrcafcd by a* calamitous -'fa- 
mine, having long looked up' in vain'to this nV- 
tion forielief, and bewailed their llavilh^abjeflrun, 
have been rendered defperatc iti the’. pUrfuic of re* 
drefs, and ready to join head and' heart with- the 
firlt power that Ihall happen to attack the EnglilK 
in thefe dominions. '.-i 

Let thofe who place their fecurity in theprap 
tended Indolence and efleminancy of the natives, 
recollect that they have 'learned fron>us, after re- 
- ' • ' peated 
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pealed defeats, to fight jand»<-to conquer. ! Thefis 
very nativesA now. fight our Indian baitles};< they 
h;ive Ibcoettmes vanquifhed ,oar enemies withopt-^ 
fmgles mulktt being fixed by ' out Eutopeau troops, 
lp;uhofn they have oa ‘njanvjodcalions' (hewit 
ihemfelvcs no ways Inferior in perfonal courage^ 
Perhapi, \vc owe the prclcmtion o^ our eaftern 
acquifitions to /• the exaggerated/ f^mc of our pad: 
atchicvemen^s ;-and the power ot' tlie EngUlh in 
Jndia, will ceafe (o be formidable} as foon as It be^ 
comes well underftogd. t t > ' ^ 

‘ ^Thefijme caufes will ever produce like effeils 
in ajl countries 5 the^ many muft in time get iho 
better of the' few, jby the fame ..means whercbv a 
handful of men conquered numerous armies, Wq 
know that the molt dcfptcable reptiles will tura 
*■ when trod upon j and hirtory abounds with inftjn-, 
CCS of nations dnven mict madnefs by the cruelty 
of opprcffiqn, ^ ^ 

The company’s ferx’ants ihould have.purfucd 
the more laudable obje^, as moft worthy of a cU 
vilized nation, celebrated for, its^humanicy, tq 
fecurc the hearts of the natives, by an impartial dil- 
tnbutlon of jullice, and by the encourage- 
ment given to populoufncls and indaltry. 
tdad not the natural aniipithy of the ^Jahome* 
dam and:, Hindoos favoured the eftablilbi 
mcnc of the European invader*?, and fecured their 
poflclEons, none ot them fiiould have opprefied fo 
long the natives with impunity s and if the Ergllfi\ 
had let jufttce hold the fcale, their fuperiomy 
might perhaps have been for ages maintained. 

As wc have obferved before, the revenues of 
Bengal, Biliar, and part of Orifla, whicli the com- 
pany coiledV, were on Eord Clive's arrival in In- 
dia, 
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diai cftimaled to amount to upwards of three mil* 
lions fix- hundred thoufand pounds fierhng per an- 
num; and by proper managent thry might with 
eafe have been improved by this, lime to fix mil- 
lions. Befides, England might have derived i.n- 
menfe commercial advantages from thofc territo- 
ries ; but, at prefent, under the ridiculous plan of 
a double government, they are every way exhaull* 
cd by plunder and opprefllon ; and while this na- 
tion is gazing after the fruit, the* company and 
their fubftiiuies arc fuffered to be rooting up the 
tree. - . * 

The different intetefis of the company as fove- 
-reignsof Bengal; and, at the fame time, as monopo- 
lizers of all the trade and commerce of thefe coun- 
tries operate |n diccA oppofition, and are natural- 
ly diftruftivc of each other, the governor’s felcct 
commhtees and councils of Calcutta, havepurfued 
without controul, the moft pernicious fyftems, by 
which the poffe/Tions in Bengal have been beggared, 
and' this kingdom deprived of' refources, which 
might have contribured to raiie It to a ftate of prof- 
perity and power almoff beyond example. 

An unlimited power cart fcarceexifi: without op- 
preflion, and governments, when at a great dif- 
tance from the controlling power^ are naturally 
fubje£lto a corrupt adminillration 'of jufilce; none 
have ever exhihited greater proofs of the tyranni-^ 
cal difpofition of men, when invefted with unquef* • 
tionable authority, than fome of the chief fervants 
of the company in India. The meafurcs that 
fliould have been taken, at the conclufion of tfin 
late peace, for the prevention of fuch evils, ainl 
for cffaWiiJd.'ig die penuauenf pra/pcr:cy,af 

' fub- 
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jcfbcd provinces/\cQuld never be' expected front, 
the company, particularly while it cdhtiniied'with 
a*con£litutioh fo^c{ere(5tive’*ahd' foTuhadequate' to 
the prefent allured ftate'of^its'anhirsJ^ ' 

It was the wifdom and me potyer of the legiflti- 
ture alone" that could hav]e*prevented'thc‘total ruin 
or lofs of the Berigal' ’j^bvihcesy either- of which 
jnlsfortuhes” might how prove'^ fatal in its confe- 
quences to this kingdom.' ‘This could l^aVe been 
affected, • ' by enacting falufdry laivs, for fecuring 
the impartial adminiftration of juftice throughout 
thefe dominions ; for 'preventing the commiffion 
of thole opprefixohs and itrcgularlciesV which have 
of late years prevailed, to the difgrace of a Bri- 
tilh government ; for effedtually 'punifliing in In- 
dia the authors of fuch'’ enormities,, and' for im- 
proving with permanency thofe refources, which 
the nation had aright to expert from thefe valuable 
acquifitions. Such laws would have equally tend- 
ed to’promote.thc dcfirablc objefb of regainingand 
fecuring an intereft in the hearts’of the fubjedted 
natives; who' expected protection and happlnefs 
from a Britilh'foiercign ; in which ftate of things 
this nation might have long pofielTed the Bengal 
provinces, ^even againft the combined efforts of 
Indian enemies and European rivals. ' 

All^ picas of the company grounded on fuch 
charters as are not ■‘wholly conllitutional, fhould 
be treated with the contempt they deferv-e, when 
conltrued as a defence f6r obftrucking thefe Inqui- 
ries, or preventing the moft effectual mtervention 
of parliament, for fecuring" thefe grand obiects of - 
true national policy, the wifdom of the lc<^flari rs 
ffiould have alfo eltabliflied due fecurliy 
* Vol. II, 3 U ^incoad:* 
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unconflimtlonal influence of military po-. er, as it 
has p’-oved equally ruinous to thefe countriesj the 
company, and this kingdom. 

Many having lately perfuaded the pubHc to 
believe, that we may fecurely rely on' the pafiiie 
and j-efigned difpofition of the natives ot the acf 
quired countries, and the timid dlfpofition of In- 
dians in general, for our fecure pofieffion of thefe 
provinces , it may be necefiar)*" at this juncture, 
to fhcvv fuch opinions to be enormous ; and that ^ 
the prefervation ot them mufl depend more on our 
vvifdomaud juftice, than on ourmiUtaiy and ma» 
fitime power. i 

There can be no juft grounds for our funpofing 
there have not at all times been people of valour 
in India, it is well knovyn that many of the In- 
dian powers' have large and well difeiplined native 
armies, of both liorfe and foot fo lihcwife the Tea- 
poys in thcfenicccf the EnghlhDaft India com- 
pany are brave, well trained, and able bodied 
men, perhaps no people have more ditlinguiflied 
thcmfelvcs by fortitude and refolution, in avaricty 
of fufierirgs, than the Eaft Indians. The feve- 
riiics of their voluntar)’ religious penances are al- 
moft incrcdtbic ; thev have frequently lubmiiicd 
to be maimed, nay, would often die under torture, 
rather than difcover concealed wealth to the niln 
of ilicir families, even their very women, who 
live Icqucflered from the world, andofcqarfc arc 
unexperienced in fuch tlifScuIdes and misfortunes 
as ferve to fortify the mind and heart, or fuch 
Troubles as will render life irkfomc, or impel to 
dcfpcration, often mamfeft fuch fortitude as amazes 
Europeans ; they volqntarily brave horrid deaths, 
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\vlien burned alive with the dead bodies of thcif 
hufbands on funeral piles. 

There are re\eral nations in India, flow living 
under diftind: govemments of thcjr Otvn, ' who ne- 
ver were fubdued by the raoguU, though indeed 
luoll of them at times, have been their tribura- 
ries.^ They, however, nevcri vscrc able to make 
tlieTvIamttas either their fubjedb or their tributa- 
ries. Thcfe people are governed by an androcracy 
of rajahs of tire Hindoo rcHcion, who for mmy 
ages have done more than defended themfelves‘, 
for they have impofed tributes on mod of their 
neighbours'; and ac lad even obliged the famous 
mogul Aurengzebe to fubmit to the mortifying 
and dilhonourable terms of paying them, a chouc 
or annual tribute, of the tourth part of the re- 
venues of the Dcckan, fo that it might be faid, 
the emperor thereby not only acknowledged their 
independency of hitnfelf, buflikcwife their loinc 
right of fovereignry with Kim over thole pro\in- 
ces that produce the revenues, out of which the . 
chout was paid. 

This chout, or tribute was continued to be re- 
ceived by the Marattas, from the mogul, even 
long after the rev enues of the Dcckan provinces 
had ceafed to be paid unto the royal tfeadiry at 
Dehly; for, in the year 1740, when the deputies 
of the king of Sittarah arrived as ufual at Dehly, 
to receive the chout,’ they Were cold by the mo- 
gul’s minidt) , that Nader Shah, had lately fo 
exhauded tile treafury, that the emperor was 
** rendered uttccly incapable of fatisfying their 
“ demands, the more efpecuiUv, as the revenues 
ot the Bengal pioviuccs,hadbeeawith-hcld from 1 
’ " ' , ** the 
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** the )car 1738, by the rebellion of AllaVcrdy 
** Kba\vn,*who in conjunction with his brother 
“ Hagee Ahmed, had ufurped the government of 
that Subadahry ; they requelUng at the fame 
“ time, .that the deputies would entreat their maf- 
ter in the emperor’s name, to fend an army of 
“ fufficiert force toexaftthe amount of thcchouc 
that was due to them, and alfo to take the heads 
of Allaverdy and his brother, and reltore tlie 
“ family of Sujah Kawn to the fubahfliip ; as the 
** diftradted date ot the empire put it out of his 
“ power to fend a force ftroug enough to reduce 
“ the two rebels.” 

, Thu% power was given to the Marattas by^ a 
real mogul, upon the lofs of theDcckan, to levy 
thciT tribute on the pengal provinces, in- lieu of 
^yhat the'y had received as Incir chout from the 
Dcckan re; cnees. But the truth was, the revenues 
of both fubahs were alike loll to the mogul *, fo 
that his minillers may be fuppofed to ha;e given 
fuch an anfwcr merely to gel rid of a troublefomc 
demand, though even made without judicc. Hqw> 
ever, the Marattas excepted of the tradsferred 
pledge with the fervicc annexed 10 it, which had 
the appearance of giving them likewife a new ti- 
tle to their cfwut, and they accordingly proceeded 
to a£l from thofc powers for both purpofes. An ar- 
my of eighty thoufand borfe was expeditioufly 
fent by them into the Bengal provinces, under the 
command of Bolkar Pundit, who after explainini?’ 
the nature of his powers^, demanded of the ufurped* 
Allavardy Khawn, ‘^three years of the chogt, the 
treafury of the two late fubahdars, and that in fu- 
ture ap officer of .their own Ihould have a feat m 

every 
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every catcKcrry throughout the provincca^ to col- 
lect the fourth pare of the revenues on their behalt. 
Thefe demands being refufed with e'ctreme indigoi- 
tion, preparations wercof courfc made for a decw 
fion by arms the firft confequcnce of w hicli was, 
that Allavardy found himfelf m fo dangerous a 
fituation, as with twenty five thoufand Patna and 
Bengal foldiers to be ncccflitated to force Ins way 
defpsrately through the whole Maratta army, and 
make a hghiing retreat from Burdwan to the oppo- 
fitc fide ot the river at Cuttah , which he affefted 
in three days, with the lofs of all his men, except 
five and twenty hundred Pamas and fifteen hundred 
of his Bengih forces During the continuation of 
this war, which was to the latter end of the ypar 
1747, one of the brothers, Hagec Ahmed, was 
put to death in a very cruel and ignominious man- 
ner The other, Allavcrdy Khawn, though not 
unfuccefsful in the field, after performing many 
extraordinary exploits, from immenfc profufions 
of blood and treafure, found it necelTary to pur- 
chafe peace of the Marattas with the ceftion of the 
Cutttah, and the payment of an annual choutof 
twelve lacksof rupees (i50,oooU 

The hnglifli Eaft India company have fince got 
pofLfilon ofRcngal, Bahar, and fomuch of Onfa 
as had been preferved by the latter nabobs) and. 
tni.reliave been negociaiions entered into by their 
fervants withMaratu Uijahs concerning the chouC , 
m confiqucncc of vihich the court of direflor^ 
were informed from thtir prefident and couacd m 
Bengal, under date of the 5th of January 176S 
lhat they hadafilmbkd anarmy at Bcrar, and by 
difpatch<.s of the a^sh of the tollo\rmg month, they 

were 
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were farther advifed, that “ The prefident fince 
Ivlahorarped RezaK-hawn's arrival in Calcutta, had 
in conjunction with that mmiftcr had ieveral con-' 
ferences with the Maratra Vakeel, or agent, on the 
fubjeCt, whoafTured them that hismafter would not 
liften to any accommodation for the ccfTion of Cotrah 
dnd confideration for the cheat, on any other 
terms than the annual payment of fixteen lacks of 
rupees (200,000! ) to be accounted for from the 
time the company took charge of the Dewannce 
of thefe provinces, and the leleCt committee on 
their behalf 5 to be guareniecs for the nabobs 
faithful performance of the treaty. In fupport of 
the propriety of thefe demands^ here cited, the 
promifc made to his mailer by Mr. Vanfiitart, m 
in the year 1763/ of paying all arrears of the chout 
on condition that he did not join his forces to the 
troops of the nabob CofHm Ally Khawn ; and laid 
much ftrefs on the alTurance given him by lord 
Chve, that when ever the treaty Ihould be con- 
cluded with them, the annual fum fllpulated for, 
Ihould commence from the time the company 
were mvefted with the Dewannce of the provinces. 
After many debates, the Vakeel confented, with 
aHurances ofhls maller’sconcurrenLe alfo ; that the 
rents which ^havc been collcfted in OriiTa during 
the above period, fliould be fee againft the^annual 
arrears which he demanded. * 

By fuch agreements (proceed the governor and 
councils and a proper examination of their ac- 
counts, the arrears will be confiderably diminilhed ; 
and although wc mufl expe^, from the dirtradled 
ftatc of the Maratta government, that they ha% c 
not collected the whole amount of the revenues of 

that 
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that province, yet we have rcafoa lo believe, that; 
under) our government, and the immediate: infpec- 
tlon of your feivams, they may in lime amount to, 
if not exceed the annual tribute demanded. 

As this was a matter which we deenicd of the 
higheft importance, fb it has engaged our moft 
ferious attention. When we.confider the many 
benefits which muft naturally refulc from thus 
uniting the company’s teritories on the coaib with ’ 
your valuable poffeffions in Bengal ; a ftep which 
will complete the chain of your influence and dq- 
nimions, from the banks of the Caramnafla to the 
firtheft extremity ofthecoafl: of Coromandel; a 
meafure that muft tend fo greatly to the preferva- 
tionofboth fettlements, by their mutual fupport 
which at all limes it will enable them to give .to 
each other ; the removing at once every pretence 
of the Marrattas from diHurbbg: the peace and 
tranquility of thefe provinces, and the fliock it will 
give CO their ftrength and ppwer, whenever it may 
be found neceflary,to feparate fb principal a mem- 
ber as Janoogee, one of their moft formidable 
, chiefs, who during the courfc of his negociations, 
has exprefled an earned defiretoenter into an oSen- 
five and defenfive alliance with us. All thefe con- 
flderaqons having been attentively weighed and 
debated in commitcee, we rcfolved to acquiefee in > 
the propoMls of the Vakeel, and to bring the treaty 
to as fpeedy a conclufion as polTible. The prefi- 
dent has accordingly fignified our alTent in a letter 
to Janoogee, andhas lequeftcd of the nabob to a- 
gree to u on his part. 

Thus we fee negociations wei;e long ago on tfie 
carpet between the Marattas and tlie EngUiK 
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Eaft India company, not only for the re-eft^bHih* 
mcnt ofitheir chour, or tribute, but even for the 
payment of arears from the time of our acquiring 
tliefe territories. ' \Vhat has been farther done in 
thefe matters, we. pretend nor* to fay ; but it is 
knorni in India, and the company has received 
advice front thence, that 'there are important 
points which the Marattas have in vie\V, and that, 
they will perfevere in the purfuiuof them. ' 

. ' The Marattas are in poflefiion of a very exten- 
'five country, and their hulbandmen and manufac* 
turers, are on their mtUca eftabhihmenr, being all 
' bred to arms, and heretofore entirely cavalry, they 
are entcrprifing from long pradlice, and ev er ready 
to march out of their country to ravage the terri- 
tories of, or impofc tribute on their neighbours, 
or for any other purpofe. Xhey are naturally 
cruel and ferocious,' infqmuch, that their rapaci- 
oufnefs often prompt them to maim, and maffacre 
as well as lay.wafte extenfivc territories ; they often 
torture to extort difeoveries, when they think trea- 
fures are concealed. 

They are, grown of late much more formidable. 
In the expedition above-mentioned, in 1 742, 
they almoll inftantly marched an army of eighty 
thoufand horfe into the Bengal provinces ; the re- 
mains qf which being obliged to retire the next 
year to their own country, two more armies each" 
of fi.vcy. thoufand horfe, were diredlly fent on the 
fame fcrvicc, and their point was at lall carried. 
They arc univcrfally acknowledged to be, by far, 
the mort powerful of all the HindpJ nations. They 
Jmvc Jbeivn fhcjMtcfC greatiy anoxcr-msuh for 
I-Ijdcr Ally; and, asot late y ears, they have been 

> ‘ fartq- 
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forming an Infantry, which will becomd a, regular 
force*, ihould they naate-itnumeroui. anU, vveU di(^ 
cipHneci, they will foon be able at any time to fvvell 
iheir numbers to what.degree^ they plcafcj as ac- 
cording to an exadt calculation, no kfs than one 
fourth part of the natives of Indoliau, nlting tha 
country throughocc, are Ibjdiers of fortune, .vho 
from difconient, or for the fake of plunder* will, 
be ever ready to join them m any. undtrrakipg, 

. from which advantage can be expefted * fo that ^ 
great military power in India, may at any ttme^ . 
be foon formed. Therefore* the powers 

in this kingdom (liould be always groatiy on their 
guard, lertan ignorant and iniquifious adminiftrs* 
Voti in India IhouKl provoke the natives to an vmi-* 
verfal defection, anti Ikejc for relief ,ind pfotudtlort 
under tl)c ftandard of thefc ravager.-* . 

From the plunders and miferlet which the na- 
tives of Bengal have experienced, from hequent 
changes of matter^, and the entire, want oMegU 
protedkion and jufticeyno doubt Cai> ba cntsrcained, 
that the moft valuable people in thefe provinces, 
who are the hulbandmen and the manufaflurers, 
would quietly fubmit to any government that 
fhould treat them wuh more humanity, and parti- 
cularly follow their avocations,. as long as they Hnd 
themfeWes able to fubfift bv their labour and their 
indultry. But whenever that end cannot, be ob- 
tained, they will certainly feek refuge from into? 
lerable mifcty, by any kind of defperation. 

d he linglc objedL 'which 5.^^ Qpprefted pcopW 
haY;e in view, is to free themfclvcs by any means 
from the preftnt tyranny, and to trojl tochanco 
for \/h^tever may follow ’ and tve dhould be vtry 
.Vol. 1.1. , 3 X wwk 
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weak to fujjpofc the people of Bengal can ever want 
indigaiors to an inlurre^ion, or fupporters to a 
revolt. 

Great Brftatn, by thefe acquifitions, is expofed 
to the lhafts of envy, of the powers of ^lurope and 
Afia, who will not fcrupte, either feparaiely or 
jointly, by any means whatever, lo deprive her of 
poiTeflsons ot fuch importance. ’ 

Thus it appears evidently, that there is a na- 
tive power now in India, which may be confider- 
edat this time as extremely formidable to the com- 
pany ; being mailers of a great part of India, and 
by late acquifitions, in adlual polTeflion of the 
greater part of Orifla, which they now hold as a 
pledge, and which lobe rc-annexed to the com- 
pany's donr.inions.muft inefic^lbepurchafed by the 
payment of arrears: andthecompany's fervantsmuH; 
lijcewifc be furecics /or the payment of an annual 
tribute in future, of two honored thoufand pounds 
only, becaufc demanded ofcheoi by an Indian na- 
tion, dreaded on account of its power and vi- 
cinity. 

Such is the precarious ftatc of the Briillh domi- 
nions in Bengal, entrufted to the care of the com- 
pany’s mercenary fervants, whole goiernment has 
been rendered hateful to the natives by oppreffions, 
has cccafioned the emigrations of myriads of peo- 
pic, is In general odious to all the Indian princes, 
dilgufting to many turepean powers, and tyranni- 
cal in the extreme, towards their refident fellow 
{objects. From all thefe and other circumftances, 
D'Ciitioned in the courfe of this hiftory, let the ja- 
diciousand the impartial judge of the degree of 
fccuricythcr Hdfscaa have in theiepoiTeffions, thaf 
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the moft opprcflive condudt and the worfe policy 
have deprived of all means of defence and relour- 
ces, in cafe of an Invafioa from potent rivals. 

It is conjeftvued that thefe wathke and numerous 
tribes ol Moratias, whole bold and active rpiriis 
have fo often fpread terror and dclolaiion In Hin- 
'doftan» have engaged by a treaty with the mogul, 
to begin hoftilities in the Bengal provinces, in con- 
fequence of their claims of the fourth part of the 
revenues arlfing from this fubahlbip ; that ihc^r 
"will increafev tKclr demands In proportion to their 
fuccefsful depredations ; and probably bid defiance 
at laft. to the king of Dehly himfelf, in infilling on 
the ablblute cefijon of the commercial empire, 
ftiould they conquer It by force of arms. 

Shah AUuni the prefciu king of Dehly, and the 
vizier Su]4h al Dowlah, nabob of Oune, having 
poUiically been reconciled, and forgot for theic 
reciprocal intere^. Their mutual injuries, look 
upon their former treaties with the company as ejc- 
torted from neceflity, and no longer binding than 
the firll opportunity tHat fhall offer to recover their 
independency. 

The mogul who would have granted away the 
remainder of his empire, for the fake of a fubfill- 
cnoc and the fecurity of hh empire, whilft in the 
hands of the company’s fervants, has changed .his 
tone, andthc ambitious views of his mlmfters and 
counfcllors, fihee his return to Dehly feem bent on 
reftoriog him to the abfolute power and domini- 
on of Hmdollan, with the hopes of fharlng with- 
out fear or controul his increafed wealth and au- 
thority.' They have reprcfcnced to his majefl-y, 
llwt if fortune had reduced fo low the greateft mo- 
narch 
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narch o/ibe Ea/I, ssto become the penOoncr of a 
company of tradtrs, \viiJi the fcaniy allowance of 
twenty-nx iacl.=; for his expences and ilie lupport 
of his. dignity,' \.uh the limited poCenion of Corra, 
and part of the province of Iliahabad,’ out of thefe 
extcfiuve anti fruitful dominions to which he had 
an inoilpucabic title, and part of which the com- 
j-any haa ufutptdin the troubles of the empire, jnd 
holding the lubahlhip o* Bengal under his fanC' 
lion, now thar he could make a poweiful alliance 
to renounce his engagements with a ivrannical 
mercantile focicty, and free himfelf and his op- 
pre/Ted fubjedls from an ignominious bondage, all 
the world would admire his fpirlt and magnanimir 
ty ; as he was not left to the free management of 
even ihefc diflri^ts, and ihclHpend which weie ul» 
timateiy allotted to him } nor of his mints and his 
feivants. 

' In confequence of thefe reprefentations, they 
have pointed out to him an alliance with the nabob 
pi Oude, and the Moraua’s ; the fiffl as a fpirited 
prince equally averfe to the Englllh yoke, and 
vvhofc adiftance was worth ihcccflion of a province 
pr two j the Moratta’s, as a warlike enierpriz'ng 
nation, who looked upon the Cvnoal provinces as 
part of their property, and no doubt would make 
gO(?d their claime, in aiiacking at once that part of 
Orifla which belongs to the ctmipany, ard their 
Settlement in the ifls of Bombay. Having thus 
encouraged this weak and indolent prince to free 
himfelf from fuch an inglorious dependance, a long 
jTiawifvilo in Beifan language has been ddperfed 
ihFPu^ll Alhhe prpvipccs pf thcem|)ire, of which 
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cho fubftance from a Portugueza tfanflation is as 
follow : . ^ i 

“ ^UviTOtlwilavicK.lbU.klagQftUawQ?li,^cu 
To all the Subahs, Rajahs Zemindars, Hindoos, 
and all faithful and loving fubjeds of our empire, 
greeting. 

The umverfe fllll refbunds with the warlike ex- 
ploits, wifdom and magnanimity of the invinci- 
ble Toemoor Lung, who conquered Hlndoftan the 
tlooih year of the higera of our holy prophet. 

Babar, one of his illuftrious defeendanrs got 
pofTeflion ofDchly, now my imperial refidence, 
and fearing himfelr with the unanimous acclama- 
tions of his new fubjccts oa the throne of Hmdp^ 
flan, was properly the founder of our great empire 
in India, wliich has continued to flounlli for near 
-three centuries, wuh various degrees of fortune, 
fplcndor and profperity. 

All the \vorl(\ knows that the principles of the 
Mogul go\ ernment have been fo moderate and 
mild, that while the empire w'as ruled by the fo- 
verclgus of this heroic race, before the European^ 
liad prefumed to afpire tofliarc the foverclgnty of 
their rojal benefactors, no people upon'Carth were 
more happy and profj^erous than the blcfled fub- 
Jtdls of chib empire. The court of Dehly always 
appeared icady to give every kind of encourage- 
ment to the commercial inrercourfe of other nati- 
ons, with the natives of trmdoflan, and was 
equally iucllwcd to favour asvy coiruTieTcc, vjblcK 
their own fubieds had difeovered a propenfity to 
profccutc with diibntcounirits, without dilti dlif 
- on 
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on orfccrand nation, as the toleration of theMa- 
homcd.m go\crnmcnc nc\cr precluded on account 
of religion or country, the Indian fubjcch, or 
thofe who traded with them, from any benefit 
■ they 'could derive from commerce. 

An people who went to deal in India, found 
wekome, and indulgence from the fovereigns of 
the countr} , who give an equal encouragement to 
the fpiric of foreign commerce, as to the manufac- 
tures eftabliflted by the natives of India ; which 
had invited many fovereigns of dUlant climes to 
fend* their fubjefts, to exchange the products of 
their country' with the fruits ot our fubjefts induf- 
try. Such was the cafe, in icfpcct tolZnglaini; 
the great queen Elizabeth, and her fuccellor ob- 
tained for the merchants, adventurers of that ifland 
all the proreflion, that the fovereigns of a civilized 
nation could grant to Afiadcs; ports ithftanHing 
our royal progenitors could have cftabliihed in 
their ’doramlous a maritime power, which muft 
equally have added to their political importance ' 
and national ftrength. Such was their confidence 
in the good faitli of European powers, that they 
ncgledted eftabhflimcnts, which though didtated 
by found policy, might have glv en umbrage and 
implyed fomc miftrull of the foreign merchants 
trading on our coafts. Their ideas of theadvan-_ 
tages refulting from manufadtures, induced them 
to give fuch encouragement to tlic Europeans^ as 
to diminifli confiderably their own revenues, by 
this indulgence. 

The lands of Hindoftan* were principally the 
property of the moguls, and almoft the whole of 
their income arofe from the rents of them ; the 

rert 
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reft of their revenues confilling of little elfe than a 
few low rated port and hiLind duties. Yet fo very 
attentive were they always to the manufacturing 
inlercft, and of courfe to the welfare of their 
people, that in the profperous times of the mogul 
government, the rents of their lands were always 
kept extremely low j though of late years, the rates 
of them have been tripled by the ufurpers of 
Bengal. ' 

The ancient laws ofHlndottan, indeed prohibi- 
ted any advancement of the rents of tlie lands, on 
thofe who really occupied them ; nor could the 
agreements be violated that were made with fuch 
tenants, fo long as they continued their regular 
payment j which furely may' be confidcred as re- 
markable inftances qjt royal attention to the welfare 
of the ftace, the happinefs and effedtual protcCbion 
of the people, and of extraordinary moderation in 
abfolute princes, cfpecially in fo intereftingan ob- 
ject as that of their royal revenues; forthefe rents 
were made to anfwcr almoft every purpofc of taxa- 
tion for fupporting the eftabliftiments of a fplcn- 
dld court, and of a great empire. Such was the 
wife and benignant Internal policy, and fuch were 
the humane antljuftlaws of the Eaftern fovereigns. 
By thefe regulation?, proviftons were rendered 
cheap, and as there were no kinds ofburthenfome 
levies on the people of Hindoftan, the rates of all 
labour .were confequently very low; fo that ma- 
nufactures were thereby fo favourable in prices, 
that they forced their own fale into thereinocelb 
part of the globe; which caufed fuch treafures 
to ftream from all quarters, into thofe countries 
that produced them, as kept Hindoftan eq.- 
1 liched 
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riched beyond comparative examples in’ the 
records of time. The pernicious innovaci'* 
ons introduced fince, by a rapacious mercantile 
fociety, with a total change of a policy admired 
by millions benefited by it, ha\e of late years as 
rapidlv impoveriflred the provinces* of this dif- 
tracced empire. 

In order to fencourage the purchafe of fuch ma- 
nufiictorles, the fovereigns of Indoftan manifefied 
eqdal wifdom and generofity in granting to fo- 
reign traders, their royal (irmauns of exemption 
from the payment of all duties, which was lelTen- 
ing another branch of the revenue, for the gene- 
rous purpofe of promoting public prolperity; the 
Tcverfe of which, has been lately practifed either 
by'’ the ignorance or tyranny of proud and cruel 
■uiurpcrs.' 

It muft have been then the fault of the Hindoo 
people, and not of the government, that India did 
not many ages paft, figure as much in commerce 
abroad, as in manufactoring at home ; fhe might 
not only have acquired the valuable arts of the 
European nations, many of which ibe is y'ct much 
In want, but probably fuch maritime power as 
might have effectually protected her againfl any 
nation on chat element. 

The exemptions from fuel) duties to favour a 
beneficial trade carried on by foreigners, were cer- 
tainly wife mcafurcs ; as wore hlceuife the fixing 
low import duties ou this ncceffary orufeful ; and 
moYe efpccially they ferved to promote a mutual 
traffic, which, upon the whole, had been found 
to be extremely profitable. r 

r.»t 
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But fo entirely did tKe principles and manners 
of the Hindoos' prevent their \ Kiting foreign 
countries, that not only all their diftant maritime 
commerce, but even their ^traffic by caravans 
from the back parts of theif own country,* toge- 
ther witb moft of their "coafting, and much of 
their inland trade were profccuted by foreigners. 
To which caufes mull have been greatly owing 
their weakriefs in paft times, and their prefenc 
wretched fubjeftion to a body of the tiadingfub- 
jc^s of one of the moft dilUnt potentates on the 
globe. Indeed a free intefcourfe with remote coun- 
tries would not have fell tended to {Irengthen them 
as a military than a mantime power j becaufc all 
the great improvements, which in_ late ages have 
been made m the art of \far, were of European 
inveijiion. 

That the mogul empire, in the days ofitsfpIcQ- 
dor, was one ot the richcft and the moft cxtenfive 
In' the world. Is Indirputabb. ’ The revenues of 
Hindoftan, whilft in its flourKhing ftate, before 
the invafion of Neder Shah, in the- reign of Au- 
rengzebe, asfpecKied to have amounted to thirty- 
feven millions feven hundred and twenty-four thou- 
land fix hundred and^fteen pounds fterling. 

It appears that the yearly^ revenue of Shah Sa- 
leem, fon aiid fucceftbr of the great i^kbuT,'was ra- 
ted at fifty millions fterling. “ , - 

The fubahs, orgre^ter government/ were rated as 
follows, according iq the computation at the CQ^rc 
of Dehly by^Dams, which are reckoned at forty 
for each ftandard on Sicca rupees," and each rupee 
at two fhllJings and fix-pence, . ^ 

yol II. gY Subahs ' 
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Su^^ih s 

t)ehly - - 

Agra - 

Azrtiecr - 

Illahaljad - - 

Panjab 

Oude 

Multan 

Caboal - 

Cafiimecr - 

Guzcrat 

Bengal - 

Bahar 

OnlTa ~ 

Saind 

DowIalaJjad 
Malva - 
Bcrac 
Khandeifli 
Bcdr 

Hyderabad - 
Vizaporc 

Dams 12,071,57^,840 


Pounds Stcrl»Dg. 

- 3»8i8,59^ 3 ^ 

- 3»583»625 20 o 

- 2,o; 8,579 5 o 

- 1,426,697 13 o 

- 2,581,661 16 8. 

- 1,907,274 10 o 

670,13+ 3-6 
503,2+8 o o 
718,473 2 + 

- i> 899,529 3 6 
" - «,S39.+S8 5 o 

- 1,272,378* -2 6 

- 3>358>‘7S 17 S 

286,927 10 o 

- 3<»34.203 a » 

- 1,262,192 13 5 

- 1,918.828 2 S 

- 1,401,969 o o 

- ». >65,545 ° o 

- 3,479,250 o o 

- 3 3 69,7°3 » 6 
jC 37.724j6>5 2 - 5 


"We tisg leave to make here a little digrefiion 
Every perfon well acquainted with Hindoftan 
will allow, if the above fum found its way into the 
king's ireafjry at Dehly, that it may with a mo-- 
derate calculation be adrqittcd , twice that fum at 
lead Vi as collcftcd from the tenants or husbandmen. 
fThe re\ enues of the lands arc very neatly m a qua-* 
drup’c proportion to the rents of tliem By reve- 
nues rs meant the fum paid to the- fovcreign, anti 

by 
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by rents, the-fum paid from the original cultivator 
"ot the foil, meftimating them at only half the va- 
Iviethe rents of the lands amount to upwards^ of fe- 
Venty-five milUons four hundred thoufand pounds 
(ferling, for the annual produce m the beginning 
of this century / > 

When Nadar Shah invaded Dehly about the be- 
ginning of the year 1739 The throne of the em- 
peror Mahommctl Shah, known throughout Hm- 
doftan by the name of 1 ukhtc Taoos, or the Pea- 
cock Throne, as taken by that conqueror, wa^va- 
Ined at ten crores of ruoees, or above twelve mil- 
lions and a half fterhng , which together with the 
other regalia, treafure, and valuables, that Nadar 
and his nobles caTisd away wiih them, amounted 
jn the whole to no lefs than eighty millions fterhng. 
The computation of thedamage oihcrwifedone to 
the capital ancl ics inhabitants on this occafion, is 
fcarcc credible 1 ne manifeflo continues as fol- 
lows 

The pu'ity, ftnebnefs, and equity of the ancient 
Hindoftan government, infpircd all foreign nations 
who reTorted to this great empire, with awe and 
veneration. Here the property as well as the U- 
berty^of the people were inviolate > here no rob- • 
bpries wt^rc heard of cither private or public the 
traveller, either with -or without merchandize, on 
liis entering Hindortan, became the immedi 3 (;e 
care of government, which allotted him guards 
vvuuout any exp<.nce, to condut^ him from ftage to 
llage, and thefo were accountable for the aecom- 
mOdation of his petfons and cffciSrs 

“ rhelaws oTHindoftanvvereviifely inftituted as 
barriers agamft oppreflion, and continued in fortie 
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;\ll the invafion of Nadcf Shah, till thea there ttas 
'ca/cc a better adminiftered government in the 
world. The manufaAurcs, cotnmcrce, and agrU 
:ulture flourillied exceedingly ; and none felt the 
land oV oppreflion but thofc who were dangerous 
3y their wealth or power. For till thefe very fe\y 
i^ears, that the EngUlb company hayc precluded 
ill nations from a tree intercourle with the penin^ 
[ula of 'Indos, merchants were no where better 
protected, nor more at their eaf? than under this 
government j nor is there a part'of the \vorld where 
irts and*agrlculture have been more cultivated, of 
which the vaft plenty" and variety of manufactures, 
and the rich merchants were proofs fufficient. 

** The immemorial cuftorns and ufages of Hindo- 
Ran, founded on reafon, and the K^ran were cal- 
culated for the happlnefs of man Ibing In foclety. 
They were the infallible guides of the ofBccrs of 
the government. Hindoftan* favoured by nature 
for comrherclal advantages, and Bengal, the para* 
3ife of nations, produced in great abundance, every 
thing rcqulfite for the fupport and enjoyment of 
life. The inland navigaiion of fevpral provinces of 
this empire, made it convenient for the purpofe of 
trade, and the natural fertility of the foil,-* every 
where afliRcd by periodical rains, rendered the cul* 
tivation of the earth an Inviting talk, and fo cafy 
as to afford thc~ husbandman great leifure for ap- 
plication to other ufeful arts. 

Dehly was in the litres of its profperity a recep- 
tlcle, into which the gold and tilverof the greateft 
prt of the world had ' been flowing by reguli^r 
channels for ages, till foreign invaders interrupt- 
ed it’s couxfe. This great influx of uealth w^s 
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owiDg, Brft to tire extraordinary fruitfulnef^ of the 
dependent dominiona.iccondlj, to the fober induf- 
|ry of the inhabitants, euhei: applied to agricul- 
ture which was greatly encouraged, or to nianu- 
fadluring thofe commodities tyhicfi have for'naany 
ages been m efteem throughout the world , and, 
thirdly, tq the ftrong protection granted to mer- 
chants 

The encouragement of foreign and domeftic 
trade was moye particularly neceflary in the fubah- 
Ihip of Bengal, which containing no mines of dia- 
monds, gold, or elver, depended folely upon, its 
manufactories, wlijch alone could enable theic pro- 
Mnees to pay fp confiderable a tribute annually 
to the court of Dcbly But fince the Englilh 
hate ravaged and^depopulatcd this valuable part of 
jny dominions, there is neither freedom nor fafety 
for the husbandman or the manufacturer 

Nothing can afford a more finking example of 
the mflabihty of human pouer, than the contrafl: 
which now appeals m this diftiaCted empire. E\cr 
fince the invafion of Nader Shah, Ihe feourge 
of mankind, Hindoftan has been torn by m- 
teftme wars' and foreign foes Every fubab- 
dar, or goverooc of a province, availing hias- 
felf of the weaknefs of Mahomed Shah, aiiirs- 
gardlefs of the Brmwns from the court of Deuly, 
fet up for himfelf , murderers and ufurp-r<, Euro- 
peans and natives, foon abolifbed all Lzrs, and 
eftablifiied ufages, and i fpread dca^CirX'i zzd 
mifery throughout the empire Theccenrry 
now rent by civd diOcnfions, and gresn-d u'jder 
every fpecies of domeftic calamu,^ ’*ilLry 
pradhifed in every form, all Jai .-d -sWn 
p-qddea under foor, the bands cff-;7^K 
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fiilps and conne£tions,-aswe!I as of fociety and goi- 
vernment v.ere broken, and eycry. individual as 
if amidlb a foreft of wild beafts, could fely upon 
nothing but ihc ftrength of his own arm. 

Though the kings of Hindoftan have at different 
times rclidod at fome favourite city, as^amecr,. 
Canouge, Agra, and Futtehpoor, the rites of 
coronation have been always performed atDehly, 
as well as in general all afts ot government ; thele . 
coofiderations have engaged us to keep our court 
in £his,leat of empire, notwithffandinglhe ground- 
lefs jealoufies and apprchcnfions of the iinglifh 
company. Many of the fuccefTors of Aurcngzebe 
have like us fuffered all the viciHitudes of a cruel 
fate, for having been the lawful heirs to a throne. 
After the death of Nadct Shah, three kings were 
fucccfiively murdered, the next was deprived of his 
fight, witiv fhocklng circumfiances 'of barbarity, 
and a child proclaimed afterwards king for form, 
fake, and Hidofian was left during this minority a 
'prey to his rapacious officers, who plundered with 
impunity the diftant proVmces, Several princes of 
the blood have been taken into dark and frightful 
dungeons in the very feat of their royal progeni- 
tors majefty, fometimes releafed and* raifed to pom- 
pous uilesivithouta (hadow of power, only to give 
an apparent fandtion to the wicked meafures of the 
ufurpers of royal authority ; in this fort of inter- 
regnum, the emperors therafelves became inllru- 
ments of opprcfTion in the hands of traitors and 
blood-fuckers. Thus an Omrah, pay-mafter of the 
troops, dethroned Abmud Shah, his mafter and 
licncfaflor , from this dangerous precedent may be 
dated the numberlcls calamities, which have bc- 

' fallen^' 
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fallen tins once SourlHiing empire. i Divers com- \ 
peticors afpired to themufnud, and'almort all tiis 
provinces which were then tributary to Dehiy hav- 
ing been difunifed in'thefe times of anarchy 
and diftraftion, became lb many feparate ‘inde-’ 
pendent governments. ' ' ' • »> 

The rebellious Orarah^ who had feaced himfcif 
on the throne of HThdolfan, fent to prifon his law- 
ful fovereign, where feveTalprjnces of the royal 
blood were alfo confined. 'He afterwards com- 
pelled a furgeon who bad been^ long in the hingV 
fervice to put out his tmajetty's, eyes. After this 
barbarous deed lie took out of prifon another 
prince^ whom he invefted with the enfigns of roy;- 
alty^ without power ; this unhappy prince refufing 
to be longer an inllrument of his vlllamy, ,was 
ircacherouSy aflafiinated by the rulBaji. 

After Allum Gucen had been thus facrificed 
the cruel ambition -of the ufurper, he releafed an<- 
other prince from captivity, and feared him m tha 
like manner on the throne of Dehly, ftained-vyith 
the blood of his royal viftiros ; but the invafion of 
the Dehly provinces by the Marattas, having pre-^ 
vented new a0affinations, and defeated his perni- 
cious' defigns, horflew like a cowardly villain, into 
a dlftant retreat to hide bis crimes and the horrors * 
of his guilt. • - / 

^ Shah Jehan, the laft emperor of his cr«jtion,-hav- 
rng lat in royal pageantry on the throne of Dehly, 
was fuddenly depofed and again imprilbned byihs 
vlftoriousMarattas, who placed Jewan in his:ftead, 
as the lawful and undoubted heir to the empire of 
the line of Tamerlane, and eldeft fon of Allunr 
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Guecn, after liaving been libe other princes kept ^ 
flaic prifoncr by the uiurper. 

> Akbmac Abdalla, who had conquered the nor- ' 
them provinces ceded to Perfia by Mahomed Shab, ‘ 
and Tsai at this time grown very powerful, in the 
tonfufion which enfued upon Nadar Shah’s death, ^ 
invaded Hindonan j he fought feveral battles with 
the Marattas j and, upon his fecond invilion of 
Dchly gave them a coral overthrow, andconfirmsd - 
the appointment made by the Marattas of the 
young prince Jewan, now clrcumfcnbed in autho- 
rity to the Dehly provinces, and the annual tri- 
bute to be paid by the )oung nominal king, for 
the provinces conCrmcd upon him, being-fettled, 
Abdaloh returned to his own country. 

Providence having inicrpofcd in the mcarf time 
in' our behalf, by a fort of miraculous releafe froiri 
the perfon wheie we and our brothers had been 
ihujupfrom our cradle at Dehly, ne experienced 
numbcrlcfs hardlhips and calamities, we led a va- 
grant wretched life, without afliftance or relief 
from our valTals, till Gazi al Deen confined us * 
again by his ufual arts and perfidy, we had the good 
luck and refolution to break a fecond time thefe ig- 
oominious chains, and having loughr refuge with 
a Maratta, chief, he afforded us proicftion. for fomc 
months, in order to ravage the country 'Sn our 
name. Compaffionating the miferies of our fub- 
jeSs towhora wc have a true paternal afrcflion, we 
applied in vain for fupport and advice to Nigel al 
Dowlah, and thus friendlcfs and defticute we at lafl: 
went over to Sujah al Dowlah, fubahdar of Oude, 
whohavingalfo madehimfclf independent during the 
- * troui 
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roubles of iKe empire, difmlfTed us from his do* 
ninions-with.a fmall prcfchc.- * - ■-* •' 

,, After fo many rebuffs and-dilafters,- \vc fleW’ to ' 
he riabob.ofi.IUaUabad>'-v»UK‘\vhom sve conceited 
i plan for invading and taWng'poffcffion of the terr 
Stories of Bengal, •■ •which' Aiium Goecr ouf father^ ■ 
)f glorious memory had granted us,'- .as aTingular 
nark bf'his royal favobr.'*'y ' '* 

' The Engliffi-EalVlndia company governor; then 
rolonel' Clive, -.had* ufurpfcd them from Scrajah'. al 
Dowiahi and beffov/cd this valuable fubahdery, our 
property on the traitor-McerJaffier.' ■ ‘ 

Had we been powerfully fupported, and'thfe Ze*. 
mindars engaged iff this expedition adted with fpiric 
and pcrfevcrance j we might* have conquered by 
theTwbrd our paternalUnheritance." Such'’Jan' in- 
dignity was-offered co pur Tuprcmacyv'-that coloriel, 
Clive,-, at the . rcquifiiion of- his'new, made -nabobs 
marched ' CO punilh the rajahs'for their loyalty la 
fbliowing our ‘ffandards.i ''ThoUgh we declared- to 
the Icolonel, we had no mtentions againft-Mey: 
•Jaffier’s life,' and that our principal objeft- was ’to 
get an'afcny td make headagamft the vizier, which; 
if it plcafcd'God to favour bufeaufej the- colonel 
might command for the company or .himftlf-.ihe' 
gfeircft advantages.- In ? conference ‘with the na'-. 
bob’sifon and .mihifters, it was-agreed, 'that’th'ey 
could not; iConfiftenlly -with their means df’poHcy, 
give do afiylum' to atprince ofThe'blood in any of 
thc^provinces;* v'As the coloneraccompahicd. ‘hts 
deoial.wiih a'refpcftfol 'prefcn’t,' Svc;were‘fenfible 
pfthisCourwfyV-and fenfword td'himf-thaf liuch 
was. our ephfidehee- in his h6nouf'and,gensfofity, 
thatAve were.incJined'tO‘put our-.foyal peribrrundeT 
his-fafe gu?rd j his evafive anfwcr was, that adting 
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vi^deT ha could, oot adv^fe 

us to put ou felvcs in his power whereupon, vie 
were obliged to feck for feme other refuge, and 
(he colonel to intimidat** us and the neighbouring 
powers from ever dtllutbing the Bengal provinces 
again, thought fit to fhew his rcfenimcnt to Sujah 
al Dowlah) whohadafiiflcd us, by upbraiding hioi 
for having prefumed to fend forces into his count 
try, as he muft have known the inviolable friend- 
^ip fubiifiing between him and the nabob, and 
that if the nabob llill peifified m aflitling 
mies, he would >n that cafe, decide the contention 
vvith the fword At tharume,it was nocconfifient 
vs iih the views and poUcy of the Englilh la Bengal 
to acknowledge ouf aoihoriiy, though the compa* 
ny qn the Malabar coalV, n)ade ufe of our fan&toa 
for taking our port and city of Surat Theapo* 
logy of Mr Spencer, aftenvards governor of Ben- 
gal, on this occafioq, is a piece of too glaring fo« 
phifiry, to omit here the mfcnion of it at large^ 

A lepiefcmation made to the mogul> by John 
Spencer, in behalf of the honourable EogUlh Ea(b 
India company, 1759 “ That by virtue of 

royal Ermaups of your inajefiy’s pred^cefibrs, the 
Jlngldh hitherto enjoyed favour at Sunt, and car- 
ried on their bufineis la a reputable manner, till 
|n thefe days, that the Siddees ufurpiog an undue 
authority in town, uled it to the rum of the city in 
general, the lives and properties of your majefty’a 
fubjcdtsbci^g made light of by them, and they 
even proceeded fo faras to take away the lives of 
our people, in direft breach of hi? roajefly’s fir* 
maun. And in fliorr, inllcad of being, the pro* 
xc^ts of the place, bvcamc the oppeefibrs of it to 
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fuch u degree, that the juft'orders of yourmajefty - ’ 
were no ways regarded in this city by tjieir means; 
•and thihgs were come CO this paU, that chough in 
conhderdtionof the revenue appropriated by your 
jnajefty for the maintenance of a fleet at Surat, the 
Siddee was to proteft the bar ; yet fo fir was he from 
■doing it, that foe 'many months paft a large fleet 
•of Sanaragee punts (Ballogee Row's Naibj entirely 
Ihut Up the bar, as did a large land force' by land, 
to the infinite detriment of the place and inhabi- 
tants in general, without the Siddce’s interfering 
therein; and'there was the greateft realon'to be.- 
iieve, that unlefs fpeedy and vigorous meafures 
had Ibpn been purfucd.your majelly's famous city 
of Surat, the only port of good MulVuImen to ilic 
iomb of your prophet, would have been brought 
to fhame* 

Infiich circumftances, the eyes the whole 
town were cad: on u', asthconl) pe;fbns'of forefe 
folTiclent to fave the city from the calamities that it 
then Rif, and was >ftiU funher threatened with ; 
and in conRquence of their folicitaiions to rnej 
that our bufinefsin that part of the world is only to 
trade and mecchandtrcv and \vc are not defirous of 
taking or governing ciiiesor countries ; yet, as all 
the Inhabitants of rbis place, great and finall, were 
eaxneltly defirous of tc, and 1 faw ic was for the 
good of the place ; I wrote to the general of Bom- 
bay on the fubjedt, in fuch manner, that at an 
iiiimenfe expcnce he font thither, in dur king’s 
fhips, a great force of good and experienced men, 
with a large quantity of artillery, and other warlike 
ftores of all forts, with which I have had the bap- 
pine's to procure faf?ty to ttie city and cafe to the 
•» . inha- 
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inhabitants, and have procured aft eniirc turren(^ 
^ lo your majelly’s order; m the place, and your ma- 
jcfty]s authority by all ways in our power : w'lll be 
preferved m this place, as it ufed to be , and you 
will conHdcr the 'Engtilh as defirous.of receiving 
your orders -.fueb being the intention of rhe gover- 
nor of Bombay and myfelf, whofe whole power 
will be ufed to maimaim the caftle that we have 


poflefled ourfclycs of for ypur majefty, and to pre- 
iervethebar and lee open againft all oppofers on 
your behalf; for we 'fliall not apply the revenue 
you have granted for this purpofe toothers, as has 
hitherto been the cafe and fince our having done 
this, the enemies that furrounded theplacfc both by 
fca and land, to its great prejudice, have been'rc- 
moved. We are always ready for the fafety of 
,thec3(lle and the city, with its inhabitants, and 
therefore, Hope for your majefty's favour m behalf 
of the honourable Englifli company, for whofe 
good fervices on this occafion I muft refer youj 
majelly to the reprcfcntaiion of the inhabitants of 
the place.” ' 

Notwithftanding all the fpccious Teafens given 
by the company for Icizing upon our callle and 
port of Surat, every impartial perfon may judge by 
this new incroa'chment, that the fyftem of this af« 
piring fociety. Is to reduce even the king himfelf,? 
to on ignonilnous dependency, in depriving hitn 
of all the refourccs of his power, i 


We renewed our attempts on the provinces of 
- Bengal in the year lyho, and though they were 
not attended with the fuccels, w hich ihe jullice of 
ourcaufedeferved, our faithful and loving fubjefls 
^aveus during three years related proofs of their* 



loyalty*. Having been diftrclt-’il andliaralT^ii du'^ 
rin^ thefe canjpaign., cruel neccllViy obliged us 
tp iurrendcr ourfclvcs ,to ihc ^ comnniuier of the. 
pAW.ftv Q3/gj.V, 'a 9tpvlaf:j5-at - 

During our incercouffe uith iHc hngllni, we rc^ 
ceived from Dehly . the ‘melancholy ncAS ofthet 
afiaffination ofAUumuuecr, our renowned father,^ 
I made them the moft advantageous offeri,', to in- 
duce them to fupport me m my juft claims to the, 
throne of Dthjy. But finding they would do no- 
thing for us, except the ceremony of proclaiming 
usacl^atna, we quitted the Bahar province, and/ 
havingthad afurwards rccourfeagain to the nabobs 
Sujahal Do\viah> forpolmcal, though unjuftifiablc; 
rcafons, he, confined us, contrary tothi venerationv 
and obedunce which he owed to our facredper- 
fon. . . ' » 

Cafiim Ally Khawn having been expelled fronij' 
the fuil\-\hdaryot’ Bengal, that nabob j>ad rcdrcdi 
^\itlihis treafurc and fomc of his adherents into 
Sujah al Donlah » dominions, and at Jail prevail- 
ed upon him to join him in an attempt to rcco-v 
ver his fub'ahfnip. Accordingly Sujah al Doal.ih 
invaded the province of B,'*h«’r with a.confidcrablc 
force, bringing us with him. Sujah al Dowlah, 
vanquifhed and. fugitive after the battle of Bahar, 
left us behind him, aud in this perplexing fituation, 
we once more threw ourfelves on the Englifh for 
fafety. In this continued fccnc'of dillrcfs and anxie- 
ty we thought'’ it was proper to grant, a tempo- 
rary firmaun, appointing tho company Subahdars^ 
of the ptQviacc, as rUere Vxas wo otUec n\eAv\s to 
. obtain their afiillance than to gratify their ambl’ti- 
gn.; they did not ncgleftof availing thcnifelves ofj 



' tills opportunity to incrcafe their demands. As 
v»e were at thisjunfhirc bereft of friends, onwhon\ 
wc could rely even for perfonal fafety. ^Vhile we' 
continued ip the Englifli camp, they treated us 
■with fon?e rcfpcfl, though titey took care in ah 
lowing me a fmall fum for my daily fubilllence, 
to fliew me an infulring fuperioricy ; they falutetl 
me by the name of the king of the world, and did 
not leave me 0^*611 the choice of a few friends. 
Having expelled the nabob Sujah al Dowlah of' 
his dominions, and while k was yet uncertain 
whether they jhouM ever reftore him; we repre- 
icntcd to the prefidenc and council at Bengal, that 
tf this prince, my vaflal was to be deprived of his ‘ 
fbvereignty, I had an unconirovertcd title right to, 
his dominions, and defired a detachment ot their 
uoops, to be kept at my cxpencc ; till I had^inadt^ 
(uch conneflions in the country, that with my owp 
troops Tmight afterwards be able to defend the 
country without any farther affiftaRCe from the 
Englilh. Wc offered to pay them off the' revenues 
of thp country what fum they ihoulji demand ' 
yearly; a proof of our royal munificence. I 
thought then it was contrary to die Engliffi inter- 
efr, to make peace with the vizier, and in that 
calc, I*declared I would go to Dchly^ as Sujah al 
Dowlah had ufed me fo unkindly; and was forced 
to rely on the Enghfh, though I looked on them ' 
as* mercenary allies in the fuUeft extent of the ad-' 
jeflive,' k was their time to lhare with ipe the pof- 
leiSon of a country rich and fruitful. 

Having confidered our petition, they refolvcd 
to keep a part of the fubdued nabob’s dominions for 
thqufe of the Englifli company", and to put us ia 
• polTcffiop 
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poffcfiioivof all the reft. Accordingly s paper 
tvas draun up and font to the commandet m chief 
of their army> with directions to get it executed 
by us after a pompous declaration of their fervi- 
ccs, which according to their afTcrtions had 
rtrcngthcnc<\ the foundation of the empire which 
Godnadghen us; we were directed to grant to 
tl^e company our royal favours for the time bejng, 
in alllgning to them for the great cxpcivcc they 
had been put to by the war with Sujah al Dowlali, 
the country of Ghaziporc and the rcll of the Zc- 
raindary of Bulwantling ; t|ie rajah was to pay the 
rc\ enues to the company, and tlic amount lhall 
be expunged from the royal revenues* As the 
army of tlic bhiglifh company had joined our 
fiandard, it v\ as put in pofTcHIon of Ilbhabad^ and 
the reft of the countries belonging to the nabob 
Sujab al Dowlah; but the revenues were to bcih 
our entire management and dilpofal,^ 

AVc granted them bcfidcsout of ourtreafury, 
fuch a proportion of the revenues as the exigences 
. of our affairs would admit of ; and^ engaged when 
we Ihould be put full pofleflion to "reimburfc 
the whole cxpcnccs of the compnny m this bu- 
finefs, from the time of theif joining our royal 
ftandard. We iflUod accordingly our imjicrial 
funnud conBrming the fame, and in confcqucncc 
of this agreement we were put in pofTefTion of 11- 
lahabad, and all the fubalhip of Oude, excepting 
the Zemindary ofBulwantfing, at whofc principal 
^ city 'of Banaras, a faCfory wasj eftabhlhcd by tha 
governor and' council of Calcutta tor the collecti- 
on of the revenues, which ihcfe fervants fixed at 
twpty lacks, though this Zcrairjdaiy aftuall/ 

yielded' 
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\ ielded to the rajah atlcaft {cventy lacks. The 
Omrah of Meer Jhffier’s creation (Lord CliVe,) 
having refohed to aboiiih the treaties folemnl/ 
entered into only two rtionths before his arrhal 
in Bengal, -'deprned us of.that part of the Niza- 
mut of Sujah al DoAlah with which he had ali 
ready been miefted. The company was alio to 
give up the Zemindary of Bulwantfing; all of 
which w^retohe reftorcd to the faid nabob, upon 
his paying to the company the fum of fifty 4acks 
of rupees. We were likewife fuppolcd to be in ac- 
tual pofleffion of the provinces of Bengal, as we 
were thus circumftanced as to be forced to^ grant 
Under this fuppofition to the company nor only 
the office of the Dewannee of thole provinces, 
hut the rcvenuesalfo » by which ofcourfeali the 
treaties with the nabobs of "Bengal vvere’rendered 
'(oid.'-^We likewife , were obliged to 'confirm to 
the company, the lands before granted to them by 
the former nabobs; and to confirm the jaqueer of 
the Ei^Ulh Omrah, and the EnghJh company, 
from Bengal thought the annual fum of twenty 
five lacks for the fupport of odr houlhold and dig- 
nity adequate to the wiflics of the fupreme ruler 
of Hindoftan, and the conceffions they had ob- 
tainedfrom hisroyarrounificcncc. Thcfe ravenous 
and fordid merchants flattered themfelv cs of our 
ready compliancewith their moft extravaganr dc- 
fires, as they looked upon us as merely dependent 
on their boutjty, thinking our hopes of protedtion 
and even fubfiftence, fliould reft upon them. 
They imagined itwas impofliblc forus circumftan- 
ced as we were to deny their moft unreafonable re- 
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qucft, as they l»oaftc?i of being our greated frienJs - 
and benefactors. 

Thcfe were not all the advantages they purpofec^ 
to derive from our fituauon : they obtained upoq 
the iame principles funnuds for the provinces of 
Sicacole in the Deckan, valued at the yearly reve- 
nue of thirty lacks, as lord Clive had inade a point 
of fucceeding for the five northern, provinces. 

We arc forry to acknowledgCj that fince the late 
daring encroachments and uojuft demands of the- 
company, that in reality there has not been for 
Ibvne years paft a. real emperor of Htcidoftan, as 

* they have reduced the whole country to a ftate of 

* anarchy end defolation. Though the companyV 
fervancs pay us' all the outward marks of refpedfc 
and dutyj wc have a right to expeft ; we have beei> 
IhimefuUy dependent for our fubiihcnce upon 
thefe reptiles, ‘ who boaft of having raifsd us to 
that exalted title for the ferving of their own pur- 

, pofes. Were we to fubmit longer to fuch indigni- 
ties, we might well indeed be reputed their defpiy ' 
cable tool, as long as the government of our coun- 
try remains on the preient iniquitous footing. 
According to the fundamental conftitutions of 
our empire, the rents of the lands are our proper- 
ty ; and che remainder of the revenues, after be- 
traying the expenecs of the army, and allowing ^ 
fufilctcnt fund for the fuppotc of our viceroys, 
ought to be remitted to iDchly, or wherever tlic 
king l^iall refide ordireiS:. 

The kings of Hindoftan were from the foundi; 
tlon of this liaftsrn monarchy Independent princes,- 
poflefied of imraenftt leiritorics in their own rlghr. 
Yob II. - 4 A <• and. 
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and either ruling ihcir fubjedts by their own will 
or by the eftabhlhed laivs of India. 

The only land which the Engllfh Eafl India 
company ever held by a regular grant, was that of 
the emperor Furrukfeer in the year 1717. It 
was not quite fifteen bales where they cftablifhecl 
their faftories. All the grants and cooceffions of 
the nabobs are illegal and invalid ; according to 
the inftitutionsof the empire, neither the nabob’s 
of Bengal, nor indeed if any other part of Hin- 
doftan had a power over the revenues, they being 
liable to be called upon for the whole amount of 
them, after the nccellary txpcnces of the Nizamuc 
are paid. The nabob therefore could hate no 
right to difpofe of the revenues, much Jefs to be- 
llow titles and honours by creating Omrahs of the 
empire. To alienate lands, or transfer to ^another 
perfon, by a formal and public atfl, any paic of a 
jagheer, held only conditionally from’ the empe- 
ror as a jagueer, is an encroachment upon our 
royal prerogative. All ihefc being imperial adls, 
can only be done by an emperor efbabhfhcd on the 
throne of Dchly, which was not the cafe when we 
granted by compulfion the company’s extravagant 
demands ; confequently all the territories and re- 
venues extorted by the Engli/li company, from a 
monarch whom they kept in an honourable capti- 
vity, cannot be reckoned the fpontaneous grants 
of a king fitting on his throne, nor can be repu- 
ted valid, according to the conllitutions of the em- 
pire of Hindoftan, but deemed pofleflions acquired 
and held cither by violence and ufurpation. 

To claim the authority of the oldeft cllablilhed 
hws and cufloms of the mogul empire, and to 

draw 
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■ draw from them inferences is highly abfurd, when* 
fuch laws had adhually no exiftence. 

Thetefote’aodc.of ih'efe revoluuoasQr pretend- 
ed grants can be fupported upon principles of 
juftice. . In all the tranfa^ions we have taken no- 
tice of, there, was no right but that of thejongeft 
fwordj^nor any law excepfcd the will of the con- 
querors, who had no check from fhe legal powers, 
nor other rule but that of convenience. ' • . ■ 

We do not mean to break the perpetual peace 
and to interrupt ths free commerce which have fo 
longfubfifted between the fovcreigtis.of Hindof- 
tan and the Englifli in all parts of our domi- 
nions, provided EngUih goods lhall pay the ati- 
• rien't cullom, and as a proof of our high regard 
for the king of England, we wifh that he wo.uld 
jtnd and continue an ambaflador at opr cquit, due 
ring the time of the laid peace apd ih^ faid com- 
merce i there' to compound and end. all fuch great 
and weighty ■ queftions as might any >T8y lend to 
. a breach of the faid peace.- 

Our intentions is, that -if any Epglifii Ihips, dr 
merchants. fijall arrive in any of our ports, my 
’ people (hall perrnit and fulTcr them to do what they 
will freely in pommercial tranfaclipns’, aiding and 
aflifting d^em on aH occalipns of injuries' that, (hall 
be offered them but no Europeans fhould be per- 
' ■ nilted to keep (landing armies, or to raife fortifica- 
tions in Hindoftan, as diey ought to be kept to- 
tally dependant upon that government, where they 
have procured rhemfeivcsacfmitfarice for the avow-? 
ed purpofe of trade only. The EnghOi notions of 
■ liberty differ' widely from Afiatic obedience: they 
fliould remember the time, which may Pgain be re- 
- nevved. 
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newcd, when they were forced to fuc fjt peace and 
pardon from the emperor Aurengzcbe. For this 
purpofe, they difpatched from^Surat two ambafla- 
dois who brought to the imperial prefence, their 
hands lied by a falh before them, and \verp obli- 
ged toproftrate themfelm. The king gave them 
a fevere reprimand, after they had' made a confef- 
fipn of their faults and defired pardon. Aureng- 
zcbe, who was a mild and wife prince, accepted 
of their fubmiffion, and pardoned their faults on 
condition that the governor of Bombay fiiould leave 
India and never come back again ; and chcir fir- 
maun was renewed on condition that fatisfadtion 
fhoold be given to his fubjedls on account of debts 
contra^ed, robberies committed, and lofles and da- 
mages made good. 

Matters being thus fettled from the great lenity 
of the emperor, the company's agent in Bengal 
obtained leave for the Engliih to return their fac- 
tories. 

In the earlicft periods of India trade, the Eng- 
lilh as well as all other Eaft India adventurers, 
iifed to trade freely in inland, under the protec- 
tion of the Mogul government; and jc was not 
till after the fubvcrfion and difmembermg of the 
empire; that the fccurity of merchants became 
precarious, by the great mipoGtions they became 
lubjc£t to, in the dtlTcrent provinces ufurped by 
the nabobs, who aflumed to themfeh cs the author 
rity of the kings of Dchly. 

Before the Lnglilh company made rhemfehes 
the foYcrcigns of Bengal, and during the inde- 
pendency of the empire of Hindollan, the com? 
paT»;;^’s hy mivqc of a firmaun ftoTn 

courf 
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court of Deliiy paffed -with their duftuck duty free, 
while thofc of other traders were cxpofed to the 
payment of the duties eftablilhed by the country; 
government; butnownati\csand Europeans ^who 
fade within the Bengal provinces are fubjeft to 
fuch regulations as the finglifii arc pleafed to iin- 
pofeon them, through the nominal nabobs; whicli. 
regulations on many occafions amount to a total 
prohibition of their trade, being in.gencral tem- 
porary, contradictory, and wholly calculated for 
obllruftion. ; 

The monarchs of Hindoftan would not permit 
any of the profeirorsof Warn to be hanged accord- 
ing to the Englidi cuftom, efteeming that too ig- 
nominous a death for a Mahomedan to fufier; 

’ therefore, in fuch cafes as were deemed capital, only 
the lafii was pcrmited to be inflicted until death 
on the king’s fubjeCts Mahomedans and Gentoos; 
now the natives are fubjcft.to all the ignominious 
puniflrmcnts invented by European cruelty and 
policy. 

While the empire remained onfhaken, the ge- 
neral cftabhflicd rate of eftimation at Dchly, for 
cultivated ground, was fuch as to llimulato the in- 
dullry of the inhabitants, to make the beft of a foil 
celebrated for its extraordinary fertility ; but fince 
the fubyerfion of the Mogul empire, the lands of 
^eve^y diftriCt ofcourfe became the propertv of cacli 
refpeCtive ufurper, fo long as by their own power 
they can maintain poffeflion. Thus \vc find the 
Englifli Eall India company declare themfelves to 
have become the fovcrcigns of a rich and potent 
kingdom, of the revenues of which they likewifcj 
declare rhemfclves the proprietors. The fame con- 

fuljoa 
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fufioa which has prevailed in the Dehly provinces 
hnee the fubverfion of the empire, lias extended 
to the dominions of every ururpinn- nabob. 

When the emperor Furrilkfcar, granted his hr-* 
maun for exempting the Englifli from the payment 
or all duties, their trade was very inlignificant, as 
well as their legal po|iefllons of lands, which were 
by the firmaun circumferibed within forty bafes. 
Ac that time, and for many years afterwards, even 
down to the year 1753, k was the cullom foi the 
company m Bengal generally to provide their goods 
upon contrails with the merchants of the country, 
^ho received a part of the money in advance. 
Thefe merchants contradlcd under penalties, to 
deliver the goods, ae ftated times and prices, ac 
the company’s principal fettlcmcnt, and uere ot 
courfc amenable to the laws of Hmdollan, when 
they or their agents were guilty of any irregular 
pradlices. Tiiough the detriment accruing to the 
government, from the great partiality fhewn to the 
iLnghfli, in preference to our fubjedls, was com- 
paratively inconfidcrable, the kings of Dehly had 
no conception of the height to which that trade 

^ would be carried, on which fuch an unlimited ex- 
emption from dudes bad been granted. 

When the government of Hindullan flourilhed, 
the artihcers manufaftured their goods freely and 
without oppreflion; and though there is no fuch 
thing at prefenc, it was then a common pnflice 
for reputable families of the Tanhs, or Weaver 
call, to employ their own capitals in manufadlunng 
goods, which they fold freely on their accounts._ 
Now thefe ufeful members of the community cx-~ 

pericncQ 
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J35rlencc daily the dire efiefts of cruel avarice and 
oppreflion. . 

The teafons alledged by the vizier Sujah al 
- Dowlah, nabob of Oude, for adopting the hoftile 
plan of the king of Dchly and the Maraltas, are, 
that after the fubahsof Bengal had been depofed, 
confined, and murdered, and their nominal fuc- 
cefiors reduced by a mcrcilcls and ambitious com- 
pany of merchants, to a moft ignominous fubjee*- 
tion, without rsveues or authority, he thought ic 
juftifiable by all 'laws of fclf defence, to take the 
firft opportunity he had,' of preventing the fame 
calamines that had befallen to the princes, his 
neighbours ; that indeed, he looked upon his fo- 
vcrelgniy and independence very precarious, as 
long as thefe military traders fhall remain in un- 
difiurbed polfedion of the Bengal provinces. That 
though he had been obliged to fubmit to the afccn- 
dancy of their arms, when obliged to cope alone 
with this formidable' power ; now that three war- 
Ulte allies were engaged in the fame caufe, he \sas 
determined to adhere to his engagements, and tb 
try once more to free hlmf^lf and his fubjedts from 
EngUdi oppreflion. That as for jhe treaties that 
he had made with the company, they were the 
mere efledts of ncccflity and compulfion. That 
notwithftanding he had been refiored to part of his 
dominions, he looked upon himfelf as a tenant at 
pleafure,’ while the Englifh company have the difi* 
pofil of his principal fortrefs, and are poflefled of 
this important key to his dominions : that they 
have prefumed to di£late to him the very choice of 
his friends and fervants; that his fobjefls have 
‘been detached from their allgiance, by fedudtion or 



[ 5ss 3 

terror. That next to the mvincible Shah Allunl* 
he looked upon himfelfm rank and po^^er, as ihe 
ftrft prmce of Hindoftan, and lhall never think 
himfcif fccure and happy, as long as the pett/ 
t} rants of Calcutta fhall gu e law s to the empire If 
once we draw the fword, we nioft not flieath ;c 
again till the ururper*s VanquiHieJ and entirely 
fubduedj either flic for peace In ihcir large ftrong 
holds, or are cxtripatcd from all the provinces of 
India All the Kuropcan powers will applaud out 
jnagnanimous refolution. it is not the caufe ofa 
few ambitious fovercigns, wJuch wedoefpoufe, it 
is that of millions groaning under an intolerablq 
joke. ' 

I had the reputation of a warlike prmce before 
Fortune fmilcd to thofe Europeans If J hav e beei> 
conquered,' mj fpintand my courage arc ftdiun; 
daunted. Future generations ihali blcfs our me* 
mory, if we are inftrumcnial, next to the Almighty 
and our holy prophet, in rcfcuing princes and ra- 
tions from the vilefl abjeiJVion and mifcry, ni> firft 
engagements are to my iubjcils^ and I o\ e fealty 
to none but Shaw AUum , may his majtftv begin 
•a happy and glorious reigr,. by knowing his trup 
fnends, and never trufting a’gain to his fecretand 
infidioui enemies, A perpetual war with the in- 
fidels, IS preferable to a diii^onourable peace,'* 
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Shi fellTMig hiilcroas apohgy of thiwik lord's ccn&Si 
kaiiiis bsen puhUJJiCd ofisrhs niunifrom' India,> 
dcjcriss htt a places ' ^ 

A vindication of the cbaraSer and condwft of a 
^ noble lord, and of the three intended JEail In-^ 
dia fupermicndants, from the afperfions of a 
writer who figns himfolf Indus* ‘ , > 

. Reading a very extraordinary paper figned In'* 
dus, my regard for rhe’ great perfonages afperfed' 
in it, has drawn from me the following animad* 
Veriions. > / 

- This fcribbler pretends to great moderation, and 
to avoid all perfoqal Tefleitjons, by confining him- 
■felf to arguing from general piinciples : but al« 
mqft every word he fays, gives the lie to his pro* 
fefiions. I (hall only mention i few m£l:ances> 
and make fomc refieftions on thenfi. He tells us, 
all the world knows that fome people have been 
.publicly charged wiih the fliDcking crimes of afiaf- 
finaiion and poifon.” Now, can any thing ba 
morepcrfonal than this, forallthewoxld knows ha 
can mean no body here, but a certain noble lord, 
deeply concerned in Eaft India matters. He rnjghc 
as Well have written his name at length) Indeed, 
‘ for 1 will no: deny if* a certain. gentleman charged 
this noble lord \vich thefe crimes at a. general meet- 
ing of the Eaft India proprietors ;» nay, what is 
-more, on the 'court’s appearing unmanfully, and 
from fome foolilh prejudices of leducation, to be 
Ihocked at them, he ottered to go into the proof. 
JJuthe was, very injudicioully, in my opinioOi not 
yoL. 11. ' 4 B fuffered 
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fuffcrc3 to proceed. For after all, what couH 
Kavc proved f He coutd only have proved that 
one black fellow of a nabob, called Surajah Dowta, 
was murdered after he had been depofed, and that 
another black fellow of the fame profeffion, Nruem 
el Dowla, was poilbned at an entertainment wnerO 
this noble perfon was prefent But could he have 
proved that hts lordOnp either direded the dagger, 
or admmiftcrcd the draught with his own hands T 
Or, if he could, what them ? He might as well 
reproach an inhabitant ofClarc Market for knock* 
mg do\/n a cow, or flicking a pig For Blacks^ 
Mahometans, or Pagans, arcto be looked upon in 
the fame light as thefe animals, when compared 
with Whites and Chriftfans Nay, they prove that 
it ought to be fo themfelves, for among the blacks 
in that country, killing a cow is thought to be as 
great, nay a greater crime, than kiifing a man 
ilut V, ere thefe allegations agamfl his loraibip true’, 
and were the^, contrary to all reafon, to be ac- 
counted crimes, what an imprudent fellow is this 
Mr. Indus • Does he not know that we have lav.'s 
agatnfl libels, and that it has been interpreted by 
a certain great man in the law, and, what is more, 
a friend ot his lordftiip's, that truth is the greateft 
aggravation of a libel ? AH the world Imows his 
lordfhip has a pm^ in kispurje, and he has befides 
what IS better, according to the old proverb, a 
friend 111 CMrt, afaft and Beady friend, whom hc 
can depend upon. The Lord have mercy upon 
poor Indus, Ihould hts lordfhip profccute him be- 
fore his noble and generous friend 
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poor woman m the golpel, who beingpoflefled by 
one devil, got him expelled, but this devil roam-«j 
jng about, met with fix devils worfe than hmifclf, 
-with whom he returned, took, pofieffioa of the ppo^ 
wdman again, and made her calc /tiuch worfe than 
fiver.' Now the meaning of this parable or allego- 
ry IS eafily feen through, and, 1 would not hai e Me. 
Indus think to blind either his lordlhip or his nOr 
ble frierd by fuch a flim?y veil The poor womaa 
can be no other than the Laft India company, an^ 
the firfl: deyil his lordfhip. who has ^ certainly been 
long in pofiefilon of^ or in the fcnptural phrafe of 
Mr. Indus, has long pofleflld that company, his 
temporary expulfion mu^ allude to his laie difap- 
poiniment m t[ic choice of direflors, his roaming 
about to his mingticv hptween t^at^timc and this, 
and his final return with fix devils wbrfc than him-? 
fell, and taking polTefBon of the poor woman again, 
mull mnn the late meafure adopted by the direc- 
tors, and now under the coofidrratiDn of the pro- 
prietors 

Thus far the allegory holds, but whom can he 
mean by the fix devil, ? 1 confefs this puzzles 
me, for in fpitc of my heart, I can only find out 
three of rhem, and thefe Iwill name to putfucha 
fellow to the blulh, if capable ofblulliiDg They 
are colonel h — , Mr, V — j and Mr. S — , the 
three fuperintemlants, ** 

But the devil has certainly pofllficd Indus hlm- 
fclf mftead of the haft India company, IIis lord- 
fiiip, was before, only a tj rant, a plunderer, a 
robber, a forger, a murderer, and a poifonef, but 
he IS now a devil, and whac is ftrangcr fiill, th» 
^Ijrcc worthy? gentlemen above named, arc laid to 
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be worfe devils than him. But how Is this, ATrl 
Indus ? Indeed had hccpnientcd himfclf within- 
linuating, that two of them had defrauded and 
plundered the company and the inhabitants of 
India as tpuch as Nvai in ihcir posver, when ihere^ 
J could not have found great fault with him ; for 
we have their own words for it, they jiave done 
that, and ueall expcA they will do ip again : nay, 
it is for that very purpolc that the worthy direflors 
are now fending them out'fuperlnpendants, wit!} 

, unlimited ppwer, and they may lob and plondcj 
without controul and to their hearts content. But 
With refpedt to the director, can any piurdcrs or 
poifonings be- laid to his charge ? Here I boldly 
challenge his worft enemies, and fee them at de- 
fiance. Indeed were It aflepted, that the meaneft 
«of L. C— ;’s dependanu,' as Mr» Vanfittart calls 
him, was privy to, or concerned in the murder of 
Sutajah Doula, I confefs It could not be dxfptoved!’, 
Bu: it will noebe allcdged that he was prefent at 
table when Najcm el Doola drank tfie deadly 
draught which hurried him in half an hour to his 
long home in the moft excruciating .sgonics. No^ 
we may all leraembct he y/as then haranguing m 
Lcadenhall-Spreet, and pouring forth tropes of^ 
fublime Ciceronian eloquence in praife of his great 
patron, that extraordinary genius and generous 
fiagle, as he calls him in his immortal writings. ^ 

• But it may bealledgedia favour of Mr. Indus, 
that if not worfe, or even lb bad now, they will 
in time become worfe, for Mr. Indus pretends t6 
be a ‘prophet, and has prediacd the ruin bf ihp 
{opopany from this meafure. ' ' ' / 

■■■ ' 
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Here a^m I fee him. at 4£&c«, for penury* 
added to the Vift^'asitxTas'byihe genllernan above? ‘ 
li^ttotiooed, -where u the cco^iUy hum'aa nature if. 
capable'ofi which has iptl^n laid ^ the hobb^ 
perfon’s charge ? ’■ I grahHudecd they ibay.becora^ 
■js'bad, and motl:' probably wili, buH defy- 
them to* be vTorfe y Ib’tKat here Mr. Iddus is m tha 
.\vrmg,' as well as UbcHoustaod.'ipo^f niabvolenf^ 
m!his iniiuendocs.aad iolinuaiions ; 'and I defirer 
-he will publicly acknowJedge his error."; * ; 

V -yet as to the ariicb of- jKjifonmg," Lmufl ton-f, 
fc6 I am not altogether iatisned » not thst i 
any jcruples abbur the thing ;, theraaoneref it ii 
ailj-thac a creature thaped.'ac'IeaHrlike’a rHce' 
man, and a 'chriftiaa^ 'ftculd* be -'inade to'dis ths 
dcathof a'rat, is hot quite cUverf thcrefcrc'I ncr 
yet approved of ihecircumftanceactendfDg Kajcrri 
(Cl Deula’s c^lc j and - the' only cxcu^ I caa oShf- 
in behalf ojf .the noble pcrfen, is ihar hemuft.'thKi’ 
have been a novice, -and that this was hU firflreflay 

in thknoble MachiavelUcn.zft.’ • • 

1 
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the operation. But I hope this dumfy manner pf 
tloin^ bufinefs be 'ivoidcd for the future, ami 
^at the worthy directors will procure a fufTicjenc 
quauticy of this efUcacious mcdicjne for tich of^ 
their fupenntendants Aii(i wluc btUer ufe can 
jt be piUT to, than to procure anotht.r 2 oo,oool 3^ 
>cv, or fo, fertile Eaft India compan>, as we* 
all know that fum i}as procured b) the tlofing of 
Kajem d Dowla, dumfy and un lorknnnbkt, as 
it \sas» At awy t^tv, %s'\\etber tUvs ufe be^ 
made of It. or not, it is good to be forti6cd againft 
all contingencies nic mognl himself, his na* 
bobs and his rajas mi) proiC refrador) , but it 
lyill be the fault of magnanimous fupenntendants, 
if they continue to b- fp, aft*-r Jny one of them 
comes within a pm’s feraten of them There 
^vill be nothing in it, they will be thought to die 
ot an apoplexy, and, m ni) confcierjce, I think 
this will 6t the bcl\ w-ay of cpding the war with 
H>der Nag, whofe late fucccflcs have occafioned 
fuch a dreadful and ahrining iluiSiuation in our 
Hock^ , ' 

But to ^^turn (for this is only a difgreflion, 
though I hope npt an unprofitable one) having 
tlius vindicated the direGor and his antagonift 
fron^ the malic^ou? innuendo of Mr,] Indus, that 
they either are^ vyill be, or can be, vvorfe devils 
thaw tke capital oTigmal devil, who has fo 

long poflefled the Eaft lodip company , I muft 
alfo defend the brave colonel, tlie other member 
of this triumvirate, who is included in the fame 
charge And now baymg mentioned a triumvi- 
rate, a fiidden thought, has occurred to me, and 
y cai not help purluingit, of comparing this tri- 
■" uinv;-j 
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umvirtte to the laft famous one which finally ds* 
ftro>cd Rome, as it to be hopedf and I believe" 
is intended, this will delhoy the Eaft India com-* 
pany. The colonel being a foldicr, and no douhg 
like lago in SluLcfpcar, a very valiant fellow, 
mull be Antony beyond, all queftion. Bur \5ho is 
to be 0(Sla\ ius, is not fo eafily fettled. Odavius 
was an errant coward, and loved to'llccp in a 
found Ikin, and that IS the well knoun charader 
of both the antagonift and diredor, Odavius 
Was an author^ and wrote oratorical declamati- 
ons, and a journal of his own adions. So have 
the dircdof and hU aniagortift. We muft there- 
fore fee who is to be Lepidusj and that nodoijbc 
is diredor. For like Lepidus, he has deferted 
the patw of freedom he was once engaged in, 
mcrclj^ for the honour, or rather difgrace of being 
a triumvir, and it is forefeen, nay he knows it 
himfelf, that he will be cheeked,' over*ruled, 
‘ dwped, and finally made a mete cypher of by the. 
other two. Diredor then being Lepidus^ the 
other of neceflity mull be Odavius. This impor- 
tant point being Tcttled, proceed we now to the 
'promifed defence of Soldier or Antony. ’ ■* 
Now for my parr, I never heard any thing cllo 
of Antony, but that he is the friend, or as Mr, 
'Indus perhaps would ^chufo^to ftilc him, the tool 
' of, I wifh I-'could, buri, cannot call him Csefar, 
no nor evenPompeyjMockPompcy thenletit be, 
a name already given* this noble perfon in the In- 
dia Houfe; for though in nothing clfe, he certain!/ 
, refembles In this the antient Pompey, in reaping 
the credit and advantage of the great adions and 
^ ^ yidon'es 
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V'lftoncsoroilicr men. The rcalPompey 3\cl fo^d- 
Lucuilus, Mock Fompey to Sir Robert Fletcher. 
J3ut then will even the virulent Indu% dare 
maintain that the frieodfliip of Mock Fompey is aa 
imputation qc fcandal upon Antony ? If fo, hc{ 
ihares the glorious fcandal^ for fuch will I call it* 
with the greltcft lawyer^ orator^ and judge of his 
age andnadon,‘ with Ciccrphtipfclf the chief prss^ 
tor, for having got into a tract of Roman names.. 
i mult iftilj" retail them, and here with peculiar 
propriety. It is Nrell known hov{ the olcl Cicero 
fought all. the old .Fompey's battles, and how he 
ierved him at all plunges through .thick and 
ihin. But neVer did old Cicero manifeft fuch a 
jioble exertion of ,fficnd(hip for old Pompey, as 
modern Cicero lately did for Mock Pompy. 

; Itfecras a certain centurion \Vho, had feryed 
'“under Mock Pompey in his Afiatic wars, having 
.hceD, aa he , foolilhly thought, illegally confinedy 
and orherwife maltreated by Mm, brought an adli- 
' On againft Jiira for large damages id the court 
-wherein Citeraprcfidcs. . ^ 

The matter was truly of confequence ; had the 
centurion prevailed, aftions on aftions innutnera- 
<ble would haVe been brought againft Mock Pom- 
,pey# aiui who knows but the princely jaghire it- 
aelf might have been touched. 'Here was an ocJ 
. cafion tor a friend to exert himfelf, and Cicerd 
^did not defert his friend. ^ Befidcs the caufc oi 
fiicred friendfhip, the caufe of common- liberty was 
alfo concerned, 1 mean that moft v aluable branch 
^ of it which the great pant after, that of oppreflIng, 
_ and eveiy.^y theit issferimS 

' with impunit^ a caufe for which Cicero has all 
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1>U life time pro\ed himfclf a moft ftrdtiucas id-* 
voentq. “ He taUvcdi as Statira fays of Alesan-^ 
der, good gods, how he did tilV'” Never^ as 
IdLd.bras has it . 

Did well-feed lawyer on His brcviatej , 

Blow from tHe bar fo ftrong a levet^ 

As Cicero blew from thirbeach m favour of his 
fuend Mock Pompey. His eloquence wag irre-* 
fiftiblej 20,000 Marattas bore do\vn every thing 
betorcthem, the jury were convinced, iind m i 
fe V minutes, brought in a verdiift for Mock Pom-* 
pey, dctendint. Never beheld I in my hfe time 
llich a manly generous exertion of mendlhip.* 
Tears dropc from mmc eyes, as in the caufq 
young Douglas. felt myfeJf evce/ 5 vcl>, aff-c- 
tcd. Afttifrcd much in {he fame manner as Sr< 
Fnncis, who feeing a voung> tcllow kifiing a 
young wench ill a corner, blell God thereNvas fo 
much Chnftian chanty frill lefr in tlip worlds In 
the I'^me manner did I blcfs God there was fo 
much diiintcrcftvd fiumdlhip in this age of cor- 
ruption and SLiialit/ Ibll fubfifrin^ an^ong thd 
gieic. Were I enduud with the lyrical powers of 
a Grey, our Englifh Pindar, who is n^wcclebnt-* 
hig 111 lofty ihains the virtues of Maecenas ata^is 
fditi rc^ibus, chancellor of Gfanta, another genius 
cquall) greatin Ins waj, I wquld write an ode on 
friendfliq) and infcribu it to the two friends* O 
foitmiati amho, 

After fo great an example, fuve tiidus will not 
prclumc to mfinpatc that Mock Pompc) ’s friend- 
ihip IS an imputation upon Antony. How then 

Yol II 4 C doc3 
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docs he call dtlcvil > the \cry itorA he cil 
fay of him is only thit he Is the tlcsjl’s friend, 

1 /hull take notice hut of one piilaj^e more h 
Indus’s klter, and then have done with him; 
which is “ That he docs not wjdi them for their 
own fakts (meaning the dircftor and his antago- 
ntd) to force hirn to a drlijuififion into their cna- 
rafters and well known public trinfnf^ions." 
What a malicious infinuation is here ' hue I find 
Though Indus fears not the law, ><.t he dreads 
broken bones, am! fhuddvrs at the thoughts of 
cold iron. Here is not the fnnllcil hint about the 
military fupenntcndant ; and he rruds to the pa- 
cific difpofition of the two civil ones. But he mud 
be a cow ird as well as a libeller ; for what c.tii be 
a greater proof of a dalhrdly fpirlr, than thus 
pMblicly to iufult thole, who he is certain will not 
call him to a proper account for it? but even 
here thtfc worthy gentlemen can boldly fc: him ac 
defiance; and though the devil could not, they 
can fiand the touch of Ithiifiers fpear. For wluc 
vvorfe can he fay of tliuii than the) have already 
■faM of one another ^ but I am really afliamed of 
talking fo much of thefe matters, and of pccula- 
tidn, fraud, rapine, plunder, and robberj, things 
of courfe, and alwajs to be underftood, whenfu- 
pcnnccmlanfs a.ul Iccixt committees arc fine ouc 
to the Eaft Indies. *Yct Jufiicc obliges me to put 
'in one word in favour of the Uircffor. J never 
heard that the director, when he returned to Bng- 
Jami, w {S worth more than 300,000!. a paltry 
*fum when it is confidcred he was concerned m two 
'capital revolutions, and the foie, atlcall principal 
operator in oncof-ihem. 'But froiti this we mufl 
“ ^ dedufk 
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dedin 3 :thc full funiof io,oool. \vhich lamcredi- 
bly informed he was really worth when he arrived 
prdidenc at Bengal, fo that .1 defy malignity itfcl^ 
CO I’nfinuarc thac he coaW have plundered the com- 
pany and inhabitants of Bengal of more than 
290,000!. I acknowledge this was a great error In 
our good diredtor, Jjuf.1 hope he has ieen it, thac 
he has repented of itj and Is rcfolved to redtify it 
in his^nexc expedition. 

Indus concludes with a prophecy, that thi? 
meafure of fending out fupermtendants will ruin 
the company, and pretends to offer this as a rca- 
fon againft it. I never knew a more conceited 
coxcomb, or a more blundering fellow at an argu- 
ment. Firll:, he arrogates to nimfelf great faga- 
cicy from this prophecy j but it is really fo obvi- 
ous, that the man who fees it not, -muff be blind. 
Next, bc.ufes that confideration as an argument 
againli 'the mcafure, which is really the beft and 
only-- argument for it. I have a treatife by me 
ready for the prefs, which Ifliallpublilh as foon" 
as I can procure a fufficicnt fubfeription among the 
prefent minillry and tlireftion, and their refpec- 
EiYe adherents, wherein I have proved to a de- 
inonftration, that riches, commerce, and popu- 
lation, arc the fources of all vice, and the bane 1 
ofall good government. For inftance, were there ' 
po people in this ifla'nd, would there be any ^ice ' 
in It ; would there be any' whoring and drinking, 
curling and fwearing, fighting and quarrelling, 
robbing on the highway, or breaking the Lorers 
day ? The thing is obvious, and I am affiamed 
to infill: on fuch fclf-cvidcnt truths. Were Eng- 
land only to be fo far happy as to become as poor; 

' uncul- 



uncultivated, and depopulated as Siberia, would 
be aay riots alid dUlucbaiices> aay bawUu^i 
about Wilkes and liberty, any clamours, orfaau 
ous petitions about the freedom of elefrions, or 
which is the main point of all, would there beany 
pppofition to the \wfe and vigorous adinmiftration 
of the \irtuous chancellor of GrantaJ the minif* 
try hav c already gone a great v.'ay in their part of 
the bufinefs, and arc finilbing what remains with 
all poflible expedition. '1 hey have ruined the 
American trade, and will fbon lofe that of the 
Mediterranean, by the acceffion of Corlica to 
j^’rance. They have done their duty m the weft 
and middle, and it rclU for the company to do 
theirs ip the caft, . 

Should the patriotic dircflors and thedilinte- 
refted part of the proprietors prove the majont)*, 
fuccefs cannot be douoted. Bur unfcurunaiely, 
fljould ihefc worthies be outnumbered by the IrJ* 
fifli proprietors, whofe affe£tiors ate Iwayed by the 
love of filthy lucre, and the mammon of unnghtc- 
oufnefs, or what is worfe, by nprrow confined at- 
lachinents ro cheir families and relations, and who 
have not penetration enough to forefee future peace, 
happincfs and virtue, from immediate poverty, 
ruin, and difgracc, I am much afraid that this far^ 
lutary mcafure'of ftndiog out cur three fupenaf 
lendants, with unltmhed powers to the Eaft Indies, 
ivhom I have proved lobe every \yay fo well quali* 
Eicd for fplfilUng fucb glorious purpofes will ba 
•ejedted. , , 

All the former treaties between the EngliiHEaft 
indi? company and the nabobs ofBengal and Oude 
payc pp validity, as ths.contrp^ng pariljs on oae 

fid, 
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fide'were the mogul’s vafials, who could not treat 
as fovereigns with European nations^ without the 
fandUon of the. kings of DeWy ; and on the other 
par^j.they were diflated by the company, cothofe 
they had raifed. or fubdued, aqd confcquemly the 
conceffiona were fuggefted.by fear and necclfity. 

<■ . In the treaty concluded between colonel Clive, 
on the part of the Enghfh Eaft India company, 
and Scrajah al Dowla, nabob of Bengal, m Fe- 
bruary 1757. The demands granted were, tliaf 
the company be not molcftcd upon account of fuch , 
privileges as had been granted them by the king’s 
of Dchly-'s firmaun, which was- to remain in full 
force. 

-This the nabob of Bengal could not anfwcr for, 
nor contract an engagement 06 that fort witbouc 
the knowledge or approbation of the lords fupreme 
of Idindoflan. The villages which had been given 
to the company by the firroaun, could not be le- 
gally detained by the fubahdars, as they had no 
authority conftitutionaily to grant or refume at 
plcafurc, territories which are all the mpgul's lands 
to the company* The thitty-feven villages conti- 
guous ro Calcucra, which the company applied to 
the emperor Eurrukfear in 1716, for liberty topur- 
cUafe ftom the ^cmindars, "were not given to the 
Engliflj by thac emperor,* but only he allowed 
them to purchafe (he fame: however the Zemin- 
dars in Jafficr’s time ■would not pan Aviih them, and 
they were at lafi: molUy wrefted from them by fraud 
and violence. 

None but the mogul cculdgrant to the company 
'the privilege to'pafs all the goods belonging to 
ihcmj apd having their du(lock freely byJand or 

water 
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water In Bengal, Baharand Orifia^ wiihouc paying 
any fees or duties wfiatftever ; and the na6o6’s 
afienc to thefecond article is a mere farce. 

1 Jc engaged to make the company the relhtution 
of their ladtorjes and fctilements, which he had' 
taken from them when their conqueror ; and, after 
h.: was vanquifhed, he was compelled to reftore 
the company ihcle acquifitions. It was the fame* 
caic in regard to the money and efledis taken from 
the Engnlh company, their faclors, and dependants j 
as, in cafe of rcfufal, they would have been forced to' 
comply with this demand. They left indeed to the 
nabob’s juftice to determine, what an equivalent 
in money he fhould give for goods damaged,' 
plundered, or lo(V, refervingto themfclv^s men- 
tally the right ofdecidingihe lofs and reparation 

Though It was impofltble for the nabob to fore-‘ 
lee, if the money toocftruck in Calcutta, accord- 
ing to t^e fifth article, fltould be of equal weight 
and fiaenefs with that of Marfhedabad , they for- 
ced him to confent that no demand fhould be mads 
by his fubjefts fora deduflion of batta, at the rate 
of exchange between rupees of different fpecies. 

The agreement of the company figned by'tfte' 
governor and committee the 9th of February 1757,^ 
has been openly violated in every point. Theyde-i 
dared by a folemn. atteftaiion that they never 
wodd opprefs or do violence to any perfons .with- 
out caufe, but it was left at their difcretlon to de-) 
termine the nature of the offence and the puoiQi- 
ment ; they offered in numberlefs inflanccs protec*?' 
tioo to perfons having accounts with the govern- 
ment, to the kingfs zemindars, to murderers and 
TobbsTSf although they had ibJemnJ/ exig-aged to 
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ths contrary, Viith the additional obligation never 
to ait contrary to the tenor of the articles agreed to 
bj the nabob 

Colonel Give, with the pompous caftern titles 
of Subut Jung Bahader, protefted at “he fame time 
that he had refolved upon ihedeftruition of the na- 
bob Sojah al Dowla, in the prefence of God and 
our Si'iour, that the EngUlh company would n- 
violably adhere to the articles of the treaty made 
With the nabob, look upon his enemy as their 
enemies, and grant him all the affilhnee m their 
power. 

The fame nabob of Bengal granted to the com- 
pany pervannahs for erecting a mint at Calcutta, 
and for the currency of their buHnefs, which none 
but the fovcreign of Hindoftan has a right to per- 
mit He could not confirm the kmg’a firnuun 
*i/uhout his direction and authority 

The filteen pervannahs of the fame tenor and 
date, which he granted to the rajahs and zemin- 
dars, are equally abfurd and ridiculous . the na- 
bobs were themfclves fenfible they had no right to 
exert thefe adts of Ibvereignty, as they always 
pretended to be authorized by viituu of the royal 
mandate, and acknowledge thcmfelves fervants 
to the king 

The treaty of June, 1757, between colonel 
Clive on the part of the Englilli Ealb India com- 
piny, and MeerJalEer Ally Khawn, the creator 
of the conqueror of Plaifey, eannot be looked 
upon in any other light than an agreement betwixt 
two perfons, qui fcitendent comtr^ larrani tn (quc. 

The 
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The erienifcs of the Enghfli, right or wrorfg# 
whether Indians or l!.uropeans, were to be his 
enemies 

1 hcFrench laugh at the third article of this treat/y 
by which the treacherous ufurper, fealed by colo* 
nel Clive on the mufoud, confirming to the Eng- 
lilh the pofleflion of all the effects and faftoncs 
which belonged to them (the French) in the pro- 
vinces of Bengal^ the paradiJe of rations, as well 
as at his lolemn engagement, never to permit them 
to fettle in the three provinces , as he could nor, 
if even he had been the legal governor of th? 
country, repeal a grant of the king, in confe- 
quence of which the French were fcttJtd there 

It is now publicly Known w bar ule was made 
the crore of rupees the new nabob gave to the 
company, in confideration of the loficsrheyhad 
fuffained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta, 
and of the other fums intended for the relief of indn 
viduals, Englilh, Gcntqos, Mahometans and Ar* 
menians, as the difftibution of the money was left 
to colonel CIi\e. 

He granted by the eighth article to the Englifh 
company, btfides the tracts of lands belonging to 
feverat 2 emmdars which furroundrd the borders 
of Calcutta, fix hundred yards wuhouc the ditch, 
which was a moil daring encroachment upon the 
authority of the King ot Dehly, the real proprie- 
tor of all the lands in his dominions, 

1 he company ha\e no better tule to the hnd 
hytngfouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpec, which 
Mecr Jafficr put under their zemindary | all the 
olheers of thefe parts being forced under their ju- 
rddi^ion, 

Ths 
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'-'his aclinowledged property, without his majeli/i 
approbation. 

■ 'The ficcas and gold mohars coined at Calcutta, 
‘were ordered to pafs in the king’s treafury ; his 
name was often made ufe of to give a fandtion to 
thefe privileges fo freely bellowed by vafTals, who 
had not even the leaft fliadow of a delegated power 
from the court of Dchly. 

f Jn the pervannah from Mecr Jaffier, for the 
currency of gold and filver, coined in the com- 
pany’s mint at Calcutta, he calls his majefty the 
high and mighty.the bold and vahant commander?, 
the greateft of merchants, the Engllfh company* 
oh whom may the king’s favour rcit for ever. 

This nabob in the pervannah, dated the aoih of 
December, relative to the zemindars of the lands 
fouth of Calcutta, granted to the company by 
treaty with him, caHtd hlmfclf the devoted fet* 
vancofAllum Geer, emperor fighting for the 
faith ; and gives notice foail the Xing's oiBcersand 
ferianis fettled in Bengal, the icrrcltial paradifir, 
that thefe zemindars has been given by treaty’, to 
the mod illuftrious and moll magnificent the Eng- 
lifli company, the glory and ornament of trade. 
Your duty, fays he, is to give no caufe of 
complaint lo the tenants of the company, who on 
ihcir part, are to govern with fuch kindnefs, that 
hutbandry mav receive a daily encrcafe *, that all 
difordcrs maybcfupprelTcd.drunXennefs, and other 
illicit praiTucts prevented, and the impcrijl tii- 
butes be fent in due time. 'J'he faid company 
will be careful to govein, according to the clla- 
blifhed ccrto.n and ufage, witiiout any gradual 
deviation, and v/aickfort^ pcQt^czhy of nhcpaiple#- 
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■ The wrctdicd hibabitants have hadtoo fatal an 
experience of the coutrary,- bv the nxunbcrlcfs ca- 
lamities, and'cnormous abafes, ^vhich have dil- 
traded thefe provinces ever fince the companv 
became fovcrcigns. The nabob concluded this 
piece of extravagance and' flattery, by declaring 
to the zcmiivlars that they were dependents of the 
‘company, and that they muft fubmit to fuch treat- 
ment as they give, whetlier good or bad, as this 
was his exprefs injunction. He knew he had not a 
fufficient authority to protcdl the natives thus 
transferred to tyrannical mailers, from iniury and 
'opprcllion. By thlspcrwannah the inhabitants of 
tucnc)-four large dillricls were left at the mercy 
of the company, without any- hopes of redrefs 
and ane\iation to their miferics, * ' 

* , According to the obligatory bond given, by the 
company upoji their being appointed zemindars 
of the lands ibuth of Calcutta,* they engaged to 
'deliver into the imperial treafury in die proper 
times the due rents of the Sircar ; to behave in 
fuch a manner to the inhabitants and lower fort of 
people, that by their good magament,- thefe ter*’ 
ritorles may flourllh and incrcafc; to take fuch 
care of the king^s highways, that the travellers 
and paflen^ers may pals and repafs without fear 
or moleftation : that if the efiedls of any pcifon 
be plundered or llolen, they a\ould endeavour to 
dlfcover and produce the robbers anclthievcs, and 
deli’v'er the goods if found, to the owners, and the 
criminals to condign punifliment. . They declared 
they would refrain from demanding the articles 
forbidden by the imperial court, die afylum of the 

world. 
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they were to take from him all the burthens of 
government, as they were fure to enjoy by thefe 
means all the fwcets of U. 

By the fifth article, the company ftlpulated that 
the lands of Burdwan, Midnipore and Chittigong,' 
Ihould be afligned for all charges of their army, 
and provifions for the field, though they had be- 
gun hoftilitics to gratify their own avarice and am- 
bition. The company engaged to demand no more 
than thefe three affignments, provided they re- 
ceived all the profits of thefe three countries *, an 
inftance of admirable difintereftednefs and mode- 
ration. 

In the fixth article, the tenants and inhabitants 
of thofe diftriifts were to be protcifled from injury ; 
though their evils and grievances greatly multi- 
plied under the EngliH) company’s government, 
never obtained tedrefs or reparation 

The tenants of the Sircar and thofe of the Eng- 
llfh company were prohibited by the eighth article 
from fettling in each other’s territories, and whofoc- 
ver Ihould fly for refuge to either party ‘was to be 
delivered up. 

The meafures for war or peace with the preten- 
der to the mogul empire (the king Shah Ailum) 
raifing fupplies of money, and concluding both 
thefe points, were to be weighed in the fcale of 
leafon , that is, as the company Ihould find their - 
account in fupporting* or difcountenancing his 
claims to the empire ; whatever the company 
Ihould judge expedient was to be put in execu-^ , 
tion : in the mean time they contrived it fo to , 
have him remov'ed from the Bengal provinces, nor ^ 
fuffered to get a footing in it, nil they had confi- 

dered 
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The next 'ridiculous treaty was that between 
■Meer Mabomed Colbm Ally Kiiawn, and fne 
Englilh Eaft India company, on their depohng of 
Meet Jaffier, and making Alecr Coflim nabob of 
Bengal, dated September ayth, 1760. 

By the firft article, the nabob Meer Mahorticd 
Jaflicr Khawn Bdiadar, was permitted to continue 
in podeflion of his dignities ; all affairs were to 
be rranladkcd in his name, though it is probable 
the company ufed it often in vain, as they feldom, 
if ever, imported to him the tranfadtions which 
required the fanclion of his name. A fuitable in- 
come, that is what the company thought pro- 
per, was to be allowed for his expences. 

% the fecond article, the capital of Bahar, 
commonly called Patna, and Onfla, were con- 
ferred by Ins excellency the nabob Caflim Ally 
Khawn on Cofiim Khawn Eahadarj that is, the 
Englifh meant to govern under his name thefc 
provinces; and though he was fupj^ofed to bo* 
vefled with the adminiAration of all affairs in thefc 
territories, the company had the foJe management 
of all public tranfactions. 

A firm friendfhlp and^umon was eftabUfhed 
with the nabob of Patna, his friends and enemies 
were to be in the fame picdicamcnt with the Enu- 
lilh. 

It was ftipulated by the fourth article,! that the 
Europeans and Tihnges of the Engltih army 
fcould be rc..dy to afiift il*e faid nabob in tho 
management of all affairs, and in all affairs de- 
pendent on him ; they were to exert thcmfclvcs 
to the uimoft of their abiliuca ; that is, they 

. VNCt<5 
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they were to take from him all the burthens of 
government, as they were fore to enjoy by ihefe 
means all the fwcets of it. < 

By the fifth article, the company ftlpulated that ^ 
the lands of Burdwan, Midnipore and Chittzgong, 
Ihould be alligned for all charges of their army, 
and provifions for the field, though they had be- 
gun hoftiliiics to gratify their own avatice and am- 
bition. The company engaged to demand no more 
than thefe three aflignments, provided they re- 
ceived all the profits of thefe three countries ; an 
inftance of admirable difintereftednefs and mode- 
ration. 

In the lixth article, the tenants and inhabitants 
of thofe diftrifts were to be piotcftcd from injury ; 
though their evils and grievances greatly multi- 
plied under the Englifli company’s government, 
never obtained redrefs or reparation. 

^ The tenants of the Sircar and thofe of th^e Eng- 
lifh company were prohibited by the eighth article 
from fettling In each other’s territories, and whofoc- 
ver fhould 5y for refuge to cither party was to be 
delivered up. 

The meafures for war or peace with the preten- 
der to the mogul empire (the king Shah AllumJ 
raifiog fuppUes of money, and'^ concluding both 
thefe points, were to be weighed m the fcale of 
rcafon j that is, as the company fhould find their 
account in fupporling'or difcountenanclng his 
claims to the empire ; whatever the company 
fliould judge expedient was to be put in execu-, 
tion : in the mean time they contrived it fo to 
have him removed from the Bengal provinces, nor 
fofflred to get a footing in it, till they had confi- 

dered 
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dercd iheb fl: ufb ihc} cou!d male of ihjs fug 2 t»« 
prince 

Jn conrcqu'^nce of this treaty, CiffimAily Kha vn 
gave the lunnuds to ihe compaa), granting ihem 
the provinces of Burdv an, Midnipore and thuii 
gODg, which were inalienable dsnnains of the hing 
of Hindoftan They alfo fettled to have the foie 
prinl ge of purcbafiog half the lime produced at 
Shilii'-tt for three }c<irs, to conitr ■‘c a fo t m Cal 
cutfi, that no delays might beoccafioned inlinilh' 
ing this V ord 

The pretence of this illegal grant was, that di 
sers wicl ed people had ireacheroully ftretched 
forth their hand> to plunder the fubjec^s and wafle 
the royal dominions, which the new Nabob had no 
right to diffofeof, for this fpecious reafon, the 
raid pergunnah was granred to tne company, in 
part for ciisburfements of their expences and the 
moathly maintenance of Hie hundred Europeaa 
horfe, two ihou'and European foot, and eighk thou- 
fandfeapoys, which were to be entertained for 
the protcfticn of the royal dominions , that is m 
good Englilh, to inflavc the princes who were di- 
recled to make thefe conceflTuns, and opprefs the 
defencelefs fubjefts The oJficers of the revenues 
were ordered to attend quietly ard contentedly, 
and to pay^to the perfons appointed by the Eng- 
h(h company what they (hould exact, and impli 
Citly lubraic in all things to their authority And 
the office of colleflors of the Lnghlh company 
was as follows tney Ih 11 continue the zemin- 
dars and tenants in their places, regularly colIcA 
the rcrenucs of the Jands and deliver them in 
monthly for the payment -of iho cxpenccs of iha 
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compdny, and the pay of the above-mentioned 
fotcet, that they may be always ready, chearfully 
and vigoroufly to promote the affairs of the king, 
which was in faff, their own intereft. 

Mr. Vanfittarc liaving been the chief inftigator 
of Meet Jafliers depofition, was afterwards inftru- 
mental in re-inftating him in the nizemut of Ben- 
gal ; and Caflim Ally Khawn who had been eledted 
by the company, was now prefcribed and dilgrac- 
ed. It was no difficult matter for the governor 
and council of Calcutta to preferibe to Meer Jaf- 
fier, who was a prifoner within their walls, what, 
terms they pleafed, as he was glad to fubferibe to 
them previouOy to his inlargement and reftoration. 
The- fubffance of the treaty between the Enghih 
•company and Meer Jaflier on this extraordinary 
event was on their part to re-inftate him to his ho- 
nours, titles, and dignities, in the fubahdary of 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa t and 
to deliver up to him the effias, trtafure, jcwcls,&c 
belonging to the depofed Coflim Ally Khawn" 
which Ihould fall into their hands. ' Whoeve- 
knows the rapacious fpirit of the company’s fer- 
vants may eafily guefs, the little lhare Meer jaiffer 
had to the treafure they had leized upon 
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coir.plny, and the piyofths above-mcntionei’^ 
forces, ikat they may be always ready, chearfull 
acd vigotouOy to promote the affairs of the kino 
v.hich was in fail, iheit own intereft. “ 

Mr. Vanfitiart having ban the chief inflinato 
of Meet Jalhers depofiiion. was afterwards infttu 
menial m te^nftating him in the niaemiir of Ben 
gal I and Caffim Ally Khawn who had been electee 
by the company, was now ptefaribed and difotac 

cd. It 'vas no difficolt matter for the govanoi 
and council oi Calcutta loprefcribe to fideer laf 

~y;iVedri^» 

them ptnioully tohis inbro ^ M 

Ihy r!ibllaneFor.t IST,"' 

‘V.r.t was ontheir part to re-in^ ^froordinary 

,„1„. and >oMs(,o. 

■'‘O frovtiiccs of Bengal Bahar of 

'“«r«uptohimfheeS :r "“d 

WongiP, ,0 ip,, depofed rn^ 



